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The Bureau of Police Research and Development has organized the 5th 
National Conference of Heads of Prisons of States and UTs on Prison Reforms on 
29th and 30th September 2016 at the Convention Centre, NDCC, Jai Singh Road, 
New Delhi.  

The conference was inaugurated by Shri. Hansraj Gangaram Ahir, Hon’ble 
Minister of State for Home Affairs, Government of India today at 1000 hrs.  

Welcoming the Chief Guest and the delegates, Dr. Meeran Borwankar, DG 
BPR&D suggested that the nomenclature of the Prisons department should be 
changed to “Department of Correctional Administration”; she also suggested that 
the vacancies of about 35% in the prison staff in the country should be filled up on 
priority basis. DG advised all the states to consider appointing probation/ welfare 
officers in prisons. She further emphasized the need for more interaction 
between prison officers, inmates, NGOs and educational institutions. The Chief 
Guest, Shri Hansraj Gangaram Ahir, Hon’ble Minister of State for Home Affairs 
agreed to consider this change of name from prison department to correctional 
service department. He assured that the Central Government is committed to 
continue the prison reforms by providing more financial support and maintaining 
the focus on rehabilitation and reintegration of the prisoners in the society. He  

This conference is aimed at providing a platform to the stakeholders viz. the 

correctional administrators in states/UTs to exchange ideas and learn from each 

other’s experience. It would also provide them an opportunity to showcase their 

best practices and innovations. The deliberations of the conference shall suggest 

measures and formulate strategy to address the challenges that lie before the 

prison administrators of the country.  



More than 150 delegates are attending the conference; DGs and IGs of 
Prison departments of the States and UTs, in addition to two Superintendents, 
one each of Central and District Jail from each state. The academicians and 
representatives from leading universities including National Law Universities, 
NGOs working in prison reforms and students of law and criminology 
departments are also attending the conference for the first time.  

The first session of the conference was on - Rehabilitation / Re-integration of 
prisoners.  Shri Dilip Kumar, Joint Secretary, MHA chaired the session. The 
following speakers addressed the session - 

1. Dr. M R Ahmad, Director APCA Vellore 
2. Prof. Vijay Raghavan, TISS, Mumbai 
3. Ms Monica Dhavan, Director, India Vision Foundation, New Delhi 
4. Shri Jesu Raja, Secretary, Prison Ministry India, Chennai 

The session was followed by lively interactions between the speakers and the 

participants. 

The second session of the conference is on Technology in Prison. The speakers of 
the session are - 

1. Shri Sudhir Yadav, DG Tihar – Chairperson  
2. Shri Yogesh Desai, DIG, Prisons, Maharashtra 
3. Shri K S Mistry, TCS, Mumbai 
4. Shri Amit Mishra, Invader Technologies, Gurgaon 

The third session of the conference is on Best Practices in Prisons with special 
reference to Agriculture and Industry. The speakers of the session are - 

1. Shri Ajit Singh, DG, Prisons, Rajasthan - Chairperson 
2. Shri B K Upadhyaya, ADG, Prisons, Maharashtra 
3. Shri A Narsimha, DIG, Prisons, Telangana 
4. Dr. Upneet Lalli, Deputy Director, ICA, Chandigarh 

There shall be two more sessions tomorrow – Security for Prisons and an 

“Open House” session. This will be followed by a visit of the delegates to the 

Tihar Prison complex to see the best practices being followed there. 

Ms Lalitha Kumaramangalam, Chairperson, National Commission of Women 

(NCW) will deliver the valedictory address on 30th September at 1215 hrs. 

****** 


