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CHAPTER 1 

                       

                      Introduction 
 

 

                                                               “Truth isn’t outside power or lacking in power, truth 

isn’t the reward of free spirits, the child of protracted solitude, nor the privilege of those who 

have succeeded in liberating themselves. Truth is thing of this world: it is produced only by 

virtue of multiple forms of constraint. And it induces regular effects of power. Each society has 

its regime of truth, its “general politics” of truth i.e. the types of discourse it accepts and makes 

function as true; the mechanisms and instances that enable one to distinguish true and false 

statement; the means by which each is sanctioned; the techniques and procedures accorded 

value in the acquisition of truth; the status of those who are charged with saying what counts 

as true.”
1
 

 

 

Knowledge and resultant perception-building about crime and justice in modern societies 

is largely derived from the media. Media particularly newspapers and television are the 

major and perhaps the only key source of information about the events of crime occurring 

in modern societies. The pervasiveness of media in the society and its detrimental impact 

on culture cannot be denied. People prefer and rely on the newspapers and television 

media to know about the everyday events of the society because both newspaper and 

television facilitates the dissemination of information in modern societies and thus are the 

major sources of public knowledge and perception about any phenomenon or event. 

Public opinion and perception about the law and order institutions and the system of 

governance are quite crucial issue for any democratic society as this issue also involves 

the level of disorder, threat and security prevalent in the society and the way an ordinary 

citizen thinks about the institution of law and order and governance. Media representation 

                                                 
1
 Power-Essential Works of Michel Foucault; Edited by James D. Faubion; Penguin Books (1994) ;Page 

131 
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of crime events is a very powerful way of forming public views on the crime world, 

institutions of law and order and system of governance. Because of the immense presence 

of media in popular culture and being one of the major sources of information about the 

crimes occurring in society, it is still a mystery to the people as to how the media deal 

with  the crime events, what considerations and factors influence the formation of crime 

news and whether the crime news is a true representation of the crime event, whether 

media representation of crime perpetuate criminal tendencies in the minds of readers and 

viewers or media representation of crime is merely a medium of satisfying mass culture’s 

appetite for sensationalism, violence, real life dramas and unreflective mockery of law 

and order institutions and finally what grave impacts these crime news can have on the 

general public. 

 

 The present study is concerned with the enquiry into these and many other related 

questions. An analysis of the relation between media and crime news and its impact on 

society is not a new phenomenon in the academic world. Many studies have been done 

earlier on the theme of relation between media and crime news and its impact on society. 

However, the present study departs from the earlier studies in many dimensions. First of 

all, it is quite true that many studies have been done on the related theme, but these 

studies have been mostly done in the western context. In the eastern world, and 

particularly in India, studies like present one are rare and at the same time indispensable 

because the truth about crime news investigated in the western academic tradition fails to 

explain the mysteries rotating around the media representation of crime events occurring 

in India. For an emerging and newly democratic country like India which is still 

struggling to march perfectly on the road towards modernity, the western studies on the 

related theme are far from providing an understanding of the Indian scenario on the 

theme.  Therefore studies like present one is the need of hour. Secondly, the present study 

is based on the content analysis of the crime news of two national and two regional news 

papers, important news channels of India to compare the patterns of crimes covered by 

media, content, coverage, frequency, manner and location of crime news. At the same 

time in order to assess the impact of crime news on Indian population, interview were 

conducted on 239 readers and viewers of crime news to examine the effects that the mass 
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media have on attitudes toward Crime and Criminal Justice system in Indian context. The 

analysis of the collected data have revealed many baffling and shocking conclusions 

regarding the media representation of crime news in Indian scenario which has been 

discussed in the subsequent chapters. Thirdly, in Indian scenario many issues related to 

the theme have been analyzed which have serious policy implications in the field of 

media laws as well which will be revealed in subsequent Chapters. 

 

From the happening of a crime event to its reporting and till its publication and broadcast 

numerous factors come into play which determines the meaning, nature, and truth of that 

crime event, the response of law and order institutions towards that event and the general 

public perception of the crime and the system of governance which tries to control crime 

in society. The mass media play an important role in the construction of criminality and 

the criminal justice system. The public perception of victims, criminals, deviants, and law 

enforcement officials is largely determined by their portrayal in the mass media. 

Research indicates that the majority of public knowledge about crime and justice is 

derived from the media (Roberts and Doob, 1990; Surette, 1998). 

 

The impact of media on popular culture and the resultant public perception about crime 

and criminal justice system can be better understood through a well known theory of the 

social construction of reality. This theory and the ideas represented by it owe their 

existence to the broad umbrella of sociology of knowledge tradition.
2
 Under this 

theoretical view of society, people create reality –the world as they believe it exists-

based on their individual knowledge and on social interactions with other people. 

The people tend to act in accordance with their views of reality and society. 

Individuals gain the knowledge on which they base their social realities from their 

sources: personal experiences, significant others (peers, family and friends), other social 

groups and institution (schools, unions, temples, government agencies), and the mass 

media (Altheide, 1984; Quinney, 1970; Tuchman, 1978). Through the socialization 

process, knowledge from all of these sources is mixed together, and from this mix, each 

individual construct the “world”. This socially constructed world is thus composed of 

                                                 
2
 See for example, Karl Mannheim 1952, 1953) and Max Scheler (1926) 
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events individuals believe to be happening; facts they believe to be true; causal processes 

they believe to be operating; relationships they believe exist; and values, attitudes and 

opinions they believe are valid and should be upheld. Not surprisingly, individuals with 

access to similar knowledge and who interact with one another a lot tend to construct 

similar social realities. The sources of knowledge people use to socially construct reality 

vary in importance. In addition, the mass media tend to be more important in modern 

democratic societies because other organizations and institutions depend on the media to 

disseminate information from and about them (Altheide, 1984). In effect, the media 

establish powerful frames of reference for perceiving the world and become a strong 

component in shaping public attitudes and opinions. Practices of media have been 

described is fourfold and are as follows (Altheid, 1984): 

 

1. History has come to be recorded and analyzed in terms of what media define as 

significant. 

2. People with potential historical importance must rely on media exposure to ensure 

their place in history. 

3. As the influence of media becomes even more widely known and accepted, what 

(the media report) becomes an essential determination of what is held to be 

significant. 

4. Institutions are forced to present their own message and images within the 

accepted respectability and familiarity of media-determined formats. 

 

Finally, because the organizations that constitute the media are also businesses, both 

organizational and economic factors come into play in determining the content of what 

they broadcast or print. In practice, the media’s organizational nature and “for-profit” 

business values strongly influence content (Bortner, 1984; Quinney, 1974, p.161).Thus, 

in the end, media organizations help construct reality but are bound by organizational 

constraints in the information that they contribute to the construction. 

 

Associated with this theory is the question of the causal relationship between mass 

media and culture. Do the media cause cultural change or merely reflect it? As with the 
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question of the chicken or the egg, the media’s influence cannot be reduced to a 

simplistic answer. Rather, the relationship between the mass media and culture is felt to 

be reciprocal: changes in one influence change in the other; thus, the media change the 

culture, which changes the media, which change the culture and so on (e.f. Altheide and 

Snow, 1979; Comstock, 1980; Meyrowiez, 1985 a). The mass media do not merely 

reflect behavior: they also establish meaning by presenting topics in formats dictated by 

the medium being used (Altheide and Snow, 1979, p. 47). They also legitimize people, 

social issues and social policies for the general public. The media’s depiction of crime 

related subjects in particular has been cited as playing a prominent role in this social 

defining process. And though the media do not control the process of cultural change, the 

fact is that in geographically large, industrialized nation with hundreds of millions of 

people, cultural change without the media’s involvement does not occur. This fact 

contradicts the popular notion, forwarded by the media industry, that the media simply 

reflects society. It also contradicts critical and political perspectives on media influence, 

which state that the media merely uphold, amplify and extend the cultural status quo. The 

media simultaneously change, react to and reflect culture and society. 

 

National and independent studies continue to maintain that the media holds an important 

position for communication and information sharing and dissemination in society: 

“people rely on images of trends and prevalence made available by the experts and 

official sources” (Sacco 2000, p.208). However, due to the complexity and multi-

dimensional framework, which encloses the impact of the media, its interactions and 

links, these roles remain largely undefined. Therefore, the impact is more complex than a 

causal link or simply media conforming to dominant news values. In the end, through an 

inclusive, interactive and democratic relationship with a variety of media sources, there is 

space for positive results in terms of crime prevention, and thus for preventing media 

misuse, misconceptions and stigmatization, and for promoting successful strategies and 

policies.  

 

The media is a prime source of information on crime and safety for a significant 

proportion of the world’s population. There have been endless debates on the degree to 
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which media coverage of crime-related events influences public opinion and policy. 

Whether the influence is strong or weak, the media exerts both negative and positive 

influences on public opinion and policy and is most relevant in our focus on crime 

prevention. In order to examine this role, it is important to recognize that the ‘media’ is 

not a single source of enquiry, but includes a series of elements which require their own 

separate analysis, from news papers, to radio, internet, television, alternate media in the 

investigation of the influence of crime media on public opinion and criminal justice and 

prevention policy and practice. Given the scope of this preliminary piece, the media’s 

impact will be largely discussed in relation to news media, given the interactions and 

complexities, that have been identified and questioned, yet still remain to be tested and 

proven. 

 

In the process of collecting and disseminating information on crime, media 

representations can negatively influence perceptions on crime-related issues, and interfere 

with the implementation of crime prevention strategies and policies. Media coverage of 

crime can be inaccurate, biased and promote inappropriate and harmful policies on crime 

control “the portrait of random, violent crime that is communicated by the news media 

leads to an understanding of crime and justice that translates into public policies that 

often seek simple solutions to complex problems” (Yanich 2001:222). There is a growing 

concern that the main characteristics of the media are not necessarily conducive to the 

knowledge of crime prevention. 

 

The processing of media information on crime is based on short-term, fast-paced and 

‘surface level’ research, which can limit the types of information disseminated, and 

disregard crucial issues. Often news reports of crime read like a police blotter of 

information including information on the offender, place of crime, and victim, with little 

devoted to the context of how offending or victimization occurs. In addition, the media’s 

rapid analysis and assessment of crime trends and outcomes of the implementation of 

public policies at the local level can hinder effective and successful prevention. Crime 

prevention practitioners emphasize the importance of prevention strategies which are 

characterized by long-term action, and based on a solid diagnosis that takes into account 
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the complexity of the causes of crime and their interactions. Therefore, news reporting of 

crime is not conducive to these approaches. 

 

On another note, the print media can present an inaccurate portrait of crime. According to 

Hubbard et. al. (1975), print media influences the public opinion on crime trends by 

increasing coverage of certain crimes disproportionately to the amount of crime in a 

community (p.22-3). Judith Dubois recalls O’Connell’s study (1999) in Ireland, whereby 

he directly blames the media for its misrepresentation of crime. The way the news media 

represents crime often includes ‘sensationalistic’ aspects of crime events, whereby 

‘newsworthy’ stories act on emotion more than on fact, and focus on negative images of 

crime in communities. James C. Hackler, in his Canadian Criminology: Strategies and 

Perspectives (2007) refers to examples of crimes that are often overlooked by the media, 

such as ‘white collar’ and environmental crimes. He relates the intentional absence of 

these crimes to the hyper-publicized and over-politicization of crime, security and 

crime prevention and the harmful control of the private sector in lobbying politicians. 

The result can be inaccurate perceptions on crime and inappropriate policy decisions, 

which hinder effective and sustainable crime prevention strategies. 

             

Considering the massive effects of media on culture and society and the way it shapes the 

popular public perception on the truth about the crime occurring in society, and the 

response of the criminal justice system represented by the media, the role of media in 

determining the public opinion can not be undermined. This has very important links 

between criminality in society and the accountability of law and order and institutions. 

This has serious policy implications as well because crime prevention mechanisms of 

government and the budget spending on crime control are influenced by the media as 

well ( See Surette, 1991)  
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Theories on Media and Crime 

As the present study concerns the representation of crime news in media and its 

determinants, an overview of the intellectual tradition about the relationship between 

media and crime seems to be indispensable for this study. This section will enhance the 

understanding about the prevalent ideas on the relationship between media and crime 

which is very necessary for any work on the media representation of crime and criminal 

justice system. As explained above, there is dearth of studies on the interrelations 

between media, crime and criminal justice system, the academic tradition is 

unimaginably rich concerning the affiliation between media in crime, and in particular 

the way crime and criminality is represented by media. Most of the schools of thoughts 

on the relationship between media and crime have originated in western academic 

scenario and later they influenced the academic scenario in other societies. The 

discussion on the theories on the relationship between media and crime is initiated with 

the brief overview of the Media Effects theory which originated in the early nineteenth 

century England was largely concerned with the negative impact of the media on society, 

which suggest a vary naïve understanding of the importance of the media and its 

representation of crime. The Mass Society theory belongs to the period of late 19
th

 and 

early 20
th

 century interpreted the relation between media and crime in terms of diagnostic 

impact of media on the society marred by fragmentation and alienation. Then came the 

time of theory of Behaviorism in the first quarter of the 20
th

 century which was inspired 

by the theory of Positivism where scientific tools were borrowed from the natural 

sciences to study the mass behavior. The theories of Positivism belong to this particular 

period. 

 

Media Effects Theory: Early theories connecting media and crime were characterized 

by an overwhelmingly negative view of both the role of the media and the susceptibility 

of the audience. In an age of uncertainty and instability, when it was believed that social 

action was heavily determined by external forces rather than being a matter of personal 

choice, the emerging mass media became the focus of many theories about the harmful 

effects of powerful stimuli. Like Martians with their ray guns, the new media of mass 

communications were perceived through early 20
th

 century eyes as alien invaders 
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injecting their messages directly into the minds of a captive audience. Although academic 

researchers in the UK have strongly resisted attempts to assert the existence of a causal 

link between media and crime, rendering the debate all but redundant in media 

scholarship, notions of a potentially harmful media capable of eliciting negative or anti-

social consequences remain at the heart of popular or mainstream discourses, including 

those that have been incorporated into policy. 

 

Mass Society Theory: Mass society theory usually carries negative connotations, 

referring to the masses or the ‘common people’ who are characterized by their lack of 

individuality, their alienation from the moral and ethical values to be gained from work 

and religion, their political apathy and their taste for ‘low’ culture. In most versions of the 

theory, individuals are seen as uneducated, ignorant, potentially unruly and prone to 

violence ( McQuail, 2000). The late 19
th

 and early 20
th

 century marked a period of 

tremendous turbulence and uncertainty, and mass society theorists held that social 

upheavals associated with industrialization, urbanization and the great war had made 

people feel increasingly vulnerable. Within this atomized society, two important strands 

of thought can be detected. First, it was believed that as communities fragmented and 

traditional social ties were dismantled, society became a mass of isolated individuals cut 

adrift from kinship and organic ties and lacking moral cohesion. An increase in crime and 

antisocial behavior seemed inevitable and as mass society took hold in its entire complex, 

over-bureaucratized incomprehensibility citizens turned away from the authorities who 

were seen as remote, indifferent and incompetent. Instead they sought solutions to crime 

at a personal, community-oriented, ‘micro’ level, which included vigilantism, personal 

security devices and in some countries, guns. The second significant development that 

emerged from conceptualizations of mass society was that the media were seen as both an 

aid to people’s psychic survival under difficult circumstances (McQuail, 2000) and as a 

powerful force for controlling peoples thoughts and diverting them from political action. 

However, the importance of mass society theory in the current context is that it gave rise 

to a number of theoretical and empirical models claiming that the mass media can be 

used subversively as a powerful means of manipulating vulnerable minds. 
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Behaviourism and Positivism: In addition to mass society theory, models of media 

effects have been strongly influenced by a second strand of research –behaviourism-an 

empiricist approach to psychology pioneered by J.B. Watson in the first decade of the 

20
th

 century. Deriving from a philosophy known as positivism, which emerged from the 

natural sciences and regards the world as fixed and quantifiable, behaviourism 

represented major challenge to the more dominant perspective of psychoanalysis. 

Shifting the research focus away from the realm of the mind with its emphasis on 

introspection and individual interpretation, behavioural psychologists argued that an 

individual’s identity was shaped by their responses to the external environment which 

formed stable and recognizable patterns of behavior that could be publicly observed. For 

example, the modern education system was being established with learning being seen as 

something to be tested and examined. The consumerist society was also just beginning to 

take hold amid rising levels of affluence and advertisers were to become regarded as the 

“hidden persuader’s” who could influence people to purchase consumer goods almost 

against their better judgment. 

 

Meanwhile, in criminology, the search for objective knowledge through the positive 

application of science was also having a significant impact. The endeavor to observe and 

measure the relationship between  “cause and effect” led to a belief that criminality is not 

a matter of free will, but is caused by biological, psychological or social disposition over 

which the offender has little or no control. Through gaining knowledge about how 

behaviour is determined by such conditions be they genetic deficiencies or disadvantages 

associated with their social environments it was believed that problems such as crime and 

deviance could be examined and treated. The most famous name is positivist criminology 

is Cesare Lombroso, who published The Criminal Man (1876) and The Female 

Offender (Lombroso and Ferrero, 1895), outlining his commitment to the notion that 

the causes of crime are to be found in individual biology. An Italian physician whose 

ideas were much influenced by Darwin’s theory of evolution, Lombroso studied the 

bodies of executed criminals and came to the conclusion that law breakers were 

physically different to non-offenders. While Criminologists in the early decades of the 

20
th

 century were concerning themselves with isolating the variables most likely to be 
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found in criminals as distinct from non-criminals, media researchers were also 

developing new theories based on positivist assumptions and behaviourist methods. The 

notion that all human action is modeled on the conditions reflex, so that ones action is 

precipitated by responses to stimuli in ones environment rather than being a matter of 

individual agency, made the new media of mass communications an obvious candidate 

for concern. In the context of research into media effects, this approach most often 

resulted in experiments being carried out under laboratory conditions to try to establish a 

direct causal link between media images of a violent or potentially harmful nature and 

resultant changes in actual behaviour, notably an inclination among the research 

participant to demonstrate markedly agitated or aggressive tendencies. One of the most 

famous series of experiments was that conducted by Albert Bandura and colleagues at 

Stanford University, California in the 1950s and 1960s, in which children were shown 

film or cartoon depicting some kind of violent act and were then given Bobo dolls to play 

with (these were large inflatable dolls with weighted bases to ensure that they wobble but 

do not stay down when struck). Their behaviour towards the dolls was used as a measure 

of the programmes effect and when the children were observed behaving aggressively 

(compared to control group who did not watch the violent content) it was taken as 

evidence that a direct relationship existed between ‘screen violence’ and juvenile 

aggression. Although these studies were undoubtedly influential and indeed, have 

attained certain notoriety, they are hugely problematic. Despite the ‘scientific’ status they 

claim, behaviourist methods have been rejected by most contemporary media scholars on 

the grounds of their great many flaws and inconsistencies. Bandura and his colleagues 

have been widely discredited for, among other things: failing to replicate a “real life” 

media environment.(For a more extensive critical review of these experiments and later 

research inspired by Bandura, see Gauntlett, 1995: 17-23).       

                                        

This first major phase of media research is sometimes called functionalism because its 

advocates were interested in accounting for the functions of the mass media, or what the 

media do to people. Effects research is also sometimes collectively termed the 

hypodermic syringe model because the relationship between media and audiences is 

conceived as a mechanistic and unsophisticated process, by which the media ‘inject 
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values, ideas and information directly into the passive receiver, producing direct and 

unmediated ‘effects’ which, in turn, have a negative influence on thoughts and actions. 

Anxieties about media effects have traditionally taken one of three forms. The first is a 

moral or religious anxiety that exposure to the popular media encourages lewd behavior 

and corrupts established norms of decency and moral certitude. A second anxiety, from 

the intellectual right, is that the mass media undermine the civilizing influence of high 

culture (great literature, art and so on) and debase tastes. A third concern, which has 

traditionally been associated with the intellectual left, was that the mass media represent 

the ruling elite, and manipulate mass consciousness in their interest. This view was given 

a particular impetus by the emergence of fascist and totalitarian governments across 

Europe in the 1920s and 1930s, which used propaganda to great effect in winning the 

hearts and minds of the people. The belief that the new media of mass communications 

were among the most powerful weapons of these political regimes was given academic 

attention by members of the Frankfurt School- a group of predominantly Jewish scholars 

who themselves fled Hitler’s Germany for America. 

 

But despite the obvious flaws in effects research, behaviourist assumptions about the 

power of the media to influence criminal and anti-social behaviour persist, especially and 

somewhat ironically in discussions within the popular media, which are frequently 

intended to bring pressure on governments and other authorities to tighten up controls on 

other elements of the media. For example, it is surprisingly to witness how much 

contemporary popular discourse about the power of the media rests on assumptions that 

are very close to those underpinning the hypodermic syringe model. Such assumptions 

draw on distinctly Lombrosian ideas about the kinds of individuals most likely to be 

affected by harmful media content. In addition, they dovetail neatly with mass society 

theorists fears that institutions such as the family and religion are losing their power to 

shape young minds and that socialization happens instead via external forces such as the 

mass media. Whether assessing the effects of advertising, measuring the usefulness of 

political campaigns in predicting voting behaviour, deciding film and video 

classifications or introducing software to aid parents in controlling their children’s 

exposure to certain forms of internet content, much policy in these areas is underpinned 
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by medaicentric, message specific, micro orientated, positivist, authoritarian, short term 

assumptions of human behaviour. 

 

Media researchers viewed behaviourism as attributing too much power to the media and 

underestimating the importance of the social contexts of media consumption, the social 

structures which mediate the relationship between the state and the individual, and the 

sophistication and diversity of the audience. Similarly, positivist approaches to explaining 

crime in terms of its individual, biological roots were giving way to more sociologically 

informed approaches which originated in the work of the Chicago Schools in the 1920s 

and 1930s. 

 

Strain Theory and Anomie: Merton’s development of anomie helps us to understand 

the strain caused by a disjuncture between the cultural goals of wealth and status, and 

legitimate means of achieving those goals. For those with few means of attaining success 

through normal, legal channels, the mass media- especially the advertising industry might 

be said to place incalculable pressure, creating a huge ungratified well of desire with little 

opportunity of fulfillment. It is in such circumstances that some individuals pursue the 

culturally desirable objectives of success and material wealth via illegitimate paths. 

Merton’s work follows Durkheim’s theories concerning the characteristics of society and 

how individuals struggle to achieve social solidarity despite the atomization they face. 

Recent commentators on anomie have suggested that disaffected individuals overcome 

feelings of isolation and normlessness by forming communities based on shared tastes 

and opinions and that the internet has, for some, countered the sense of dislocation that 

gaps in wealth and status inevitably produce. 

 

Merton’s theory which paved the way for much of the later research on delinquent 

subcultures (Cohen, 1955;Cloward and Ohlin, 1960) as well as the contemporary notion 

of relative deprivation ( Lee and Young, 1984; 1993; Young,1992) proved attractive in so 

far as it appeared to offer a way of reducing crime by improving the legitimate life 

chances of those who otherwise might pursue culturally approved goals by illegitimate 

means. However, one of the key factors involved in the internalization of cultural goals is 
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the mass media which, it might be argued, instill in people needs and desires that may not 

be gratifiable by means other than criminal. In particular, it has been suggested that 

advertising exploits anomie by offering a false sense of community to those isolated and 

fragmented from society (Osborne,2002). A further application of the theory is found in 

the debate about the effects of viewing violence, where it is frequently suggested that it is 

vulnerable, marginalized members of society who are most susceptible to harmful 

consequences instigated by glamorized portrayals of violence by the mass media. 

Coleman and Norris (2000) even suggest that strain theory may help to explain serial 

killing, a phenomenon that is usually associated with modern democratic societies.   

 

Dominant Ideology: It is clear from the discussion so far that the mid 20th century saw a 

change in focus from the individual to society. This paradigm shift led to the 

predominance of Karl Marx 1818-83) himself and Antonio Gramsci (1891-1937). Their 

theories of social structure led to the development of an approach known as the 

‘dominant ideology’ or ‘media as hegemony’  model, which was taken up 

enthusiastically by both criminologists and media researchers in the 1960s and dominated 

academic discussions of media power for over 20 years. Marxism proposes that the 

media-like all other capitalist institutions are owned by the ruling bourgeois elite and 

operate in the interests of that class, denying access to oppositional or alternative views. 

Although the media were far from being the mass phenomena in Marx’s lifetime that they 

are today, their position as a key capitalist industry, and their power to widely 

disseminate messages which affirm the validity and legitimacy of a stratified society, 

made his theories seem very relevant at a later time when the mass media was going 

through a combined process of expansion, deregulation and concentration of ownership 

and control. Antonio Gramsci developed Marx’s theories to incorporate the concept of 

hegemony, which has played a central role in theorizing about the media’s portrayal of 

crime, deviance and law and order. 

 

In this theory scholars focus their attentions on the extent to which consent is 

manufactured by the powerful along ideological lines. According to the dominant 

ideology approach, the power to criminalize and decriminalize certain groups and 
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behaviours lies with the ruling elite who in a process known as ‘hegemony’ win popular 

approval for their actions via social institutions, including the media. In short, powerful 

groups achieve public consensus on definitions of crime and deviance and gain mass 

support for increasingly draconian measures of control and containment, not by force or 

coercion, but by using the media to subtly construct a web of meaning from a number of 

ideological threads which are then articulated into a coherent popular discourse 

(Stevenson, 1995). Crime and deviance could potentially pose a dilemma for the 

authorities and threaten to destroy their careful construction of consensus. But hegemony 

ensures that anything that threatens the status quo (as crime, deviance and disorder do) 

will be regarded as a temporary interlude in a world otherwise at one with itself. 

 

The rediscovery of Marx’s theories of social structure gave impetus to a new ‘radical 

criminology’ that sought to expose the significance of structural inequalities upon crime 

and crucially, upon criminalization. Also drawing heavily on labeling theory, which 

posits that crime and deviance are not the product of either a ‘sick individual’ or a ‘sick 

society’ but that deviant behaviour is behaviour that people so label (Becker, 1963) a new 

generation of radical criminologists such as Taylor, Walton and Young (who in 1973, 

published the hugely influential The New Criminology) took this proposition and gave it 

a Marxist edge, arguing that the power to label people as deviant or criminals and 

prosecute and punish them accordingly was a function of the state. In other words, acts 

are defined as criminal because it is in the interests of the ruling class to define them as 

such, and while the powerful will violate laws with impunity, working class crimes will 

be punished. Inspired by the ‘new criminology’, a number of further radical studies 

emerged which drew attention to the criminogenic function of the state and the role of the 

media in orchestrating public panics about crime and deflecting concerns away from the 

social problems that emanate from capitalism. This work became known as critical 

criminology and of particular importance is Stuart Hall et al’s Policing the Crisis: 

Mugging, the State and Law and Order (1978), which remains one of the most important 

texts on the ideological role of the media in defining and reporting crime and deviance. 
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Pluralism, Competition and Ideological Struggle: This perspective emerged as a 

challenge to hegemonic models of media power. Pluralism emphasizes the diversity and 

plurality of media channels available, thus countering the notion that any ideology can be 

dominant for any length of time if it does not reflect what people experience to be true. 

Although there is undoubtedly a firm alliance between most politicians and sections of 

the journalistic media (indeed the Labour government of Tony Blair has taken media 

manipulation to a degree where political ‘spin’ is itself often the subject of news reports) 

the public like defiance, and counter-ideologies will always emerge (Manning, 2001). 

Pluralists argue that the media’s tendency to ignore, ridicule or demonize those whose 

politics and lifestyle lie beyond the consensual norm is changing, precisely because 

public sentiments have changed. There is growing antipathy to the apparatus of political 

communication and people’s responses to crime will always be much more complex and 

diverse than any headlines or soundbite might suggest (Sparks, 2001). In addition, it 

might be argued that the quantity and rapidity of contemporary news-making undermines 

the notion of elite power and ensures that governments are accountable and responsive to 

their electorate (McNair, 1993; 1998).   

 

Public participation in mediated discourse may appear to be more inclusive: after all, 

more public can air their views on the serious issues of the day via television audience 

shows and newspaper polls, while telephone and computer resources have broadened 

traditional channels of communication to the extent where even television news 

broadcasts now encourage viewers to phone, text or e-mail their thoughts and opinions 

into the studio to be transmitted almost instantaneously on air. But the 20-30 second 

viewer contribution has arguably been introduced at the expense of complex analysis or 

detailed critique, and media pluralism that is, many channels does not necessarily result 

in message pluralism diversity of content (Barak 1994b; Manning, 2001). Critics argue 

that the media continue to provide homogenized versions of reality that avoid controversy 

and preserve the status quo. Consequently, ignorance among audiences is perpetuated, 

and the labeling, stereotyping and criminalization of certain groups (often along lines of 

class, race and gender) persists. 
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Political economists have also highlighted the potential disadvantages of a market-based 

system for the facilitation of democratic participation, arguing that the increasingly 

commercialized character of media institution results in tried and tested formulae, with an 

entertainment bias, aimed at a ‘lowest common denominator’ audience who are easily 

identifiable and potentially lucrative targets for advertisers. The tendency to ‘Play it safe’ 

by offering the shocking, the sensational and the ‘Real’ is becoming increasingly evident 

in the Indian television schedules where mainstream programming is dominated by 

seemingly endless and increasingly stale imitations of once innovative ideas. Today’s 

news media or national network news avoid complexity and hit only those highlights that 

will gain and keep viewer’s attention (Blumer, 1991: 207). These highlights will rarely 

involve in-depth political commentary or sustained analysis. Instead, viewers are fed a 

diet of ‘Infotainment’ which may have a strong ‘Human Interest’ angle or a particularly 

dramatic or violent component. This trend often described by its critics as the ‘dumbing 

down’ of news and current affairs media privileges audience ratings over analysis and 

debate and results in ‘a flawed process of public accountability, with few forums in 

which issues can be regularly explored from multiple perspectives’. 

 

Postmodernism and Cultural Criminology: Postmodernism is a notoriously difficult 

subject to grasp. As far as we can state that there are ‘defining characteristics’ of 

postmodernism, they include: the end of any belief in an overarching scientific 

rationality; the abandonment of empiricist theories of truth; and an emphasis on the 

fragmentation of experience and the diversification of viewpoints. The postmodernist 

rejection of claims to truth proposed by the ‘Grand Theories’ of the past, challenges us to 

accept that we live in a world of contradictions and inconsistencies which are not 

amenable to objective modes of thought. Within criminology, postmodernism implies an 

abandonment of the concept of crime and the construction of a new language and mode 

of thought to define processes of criminalization and censure. It is often suggested that, 

for postmodernists, there are no valid questions worth asking, and Henry and 

Milovanovic (1996) insist that crime will only stop being a problem once the justice 

system, media and criminologists stop focusing attention on it. 
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The abandonment of a distinction between information and entertainment raises two 

problems. The first is the threat to meaningful debate that postmodernism seems to imply. 

A media marketplace based on a pluralist model of ideological struggle may suffice as a 

forum for debate, but it relies on the public’s ability to discriminate between what is true 

and what is not; between fact and interpretation. The second, difficulty with 

postmodernism lies in how we define ‘entertainment’. As Hall et al. (1978) suggest, 

violence including violent crime is often regarded as intrinsically entertaining to an 

audience who, it is argued, have become more emotionally detached and desensitized to 

the vast array of visual images bombarding them from every corner of the world. Many 

see this as an escalating problem. Jerry Mander sums it up thus: Press conferences got 

coverage once. Rallies brought more attention than press conferences. Marches more than 

rallies. Sit-ins more than marches. Violence more than sit-ins. A theory evolved: 

accelerate the drama of each successive action to maintain the same level of coverage 

(1980: 32). 

              

 It is usually organizations that fall outside mainstream consensus politics which best 

understand this theory of acceleration. Groups with a radical political agenda are well 

practiced in the art of manipulating the media and will frequently ‘create’ a story through 

the use of controversial, but stage-managed, techniques, knowing that it will make ‘good 

copy’. Even the police have adopted the techniques of heightened drama and suspense to 

produce spectacular, even voyeuristic television, with stage-managed press conferences 

involving ‘victims’ of serious crimes whom they suspect they suspect of foul play, and 

dramatic raids on the homes of suspected burglars, high profile personalities homes and 

drug dealers in which police officers are accompanied by television cameras.   

 

However, the desire to ‘play up to the cameras’ may be no less true of state aggressors as 

it is terrorists and dissidents. For example, military campaigns may also be planned as 

media episodes as was witnessed in the 2003 Allied war on Iraq when journalists were 

‘embedded’ with military personnel and were allowed unprecedented access to troops 

and operations. But the most compelling example to date of a postmodern media 

‘performance’ occurred on 11 September 2001. The terrorist attacks on the World Trade 
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Centre took place when millions of persons would be tuned into the breakfast news 

programmes on television. The timing of the actions ensured that viewers across the 

world who missed the terrifying aftermath of the first attack on the north tower would 

tune in to see ‘live’ pictures of the second hijacked aircraft being flown into the south 

tower 16 minutes later. The television pictures from that day transmitted immediately 

around the globe have arguably become the most visually arresting and memorable news 

images ever seen, evoking countless cinematic representations from The Towering 

Inferno to Independence Day. The ‘event that shook the world’ had such an 

overwhelming impact because of the immediacy and dramatic potency of its images on 

screen; it was truly a postmodern spectacle. Terrorist attack on innocent civilians chimes 

with the postmodern idea that we are all potential victims. Postmodern analyses reject 

traditional criminological concerns with the causes and consequences of crime, pointing 

instead to the fragmentation of societies, the fear that paralyses many communities, the 

random violence that seems to erupt at all levels of society and the apparent inability of 

governments to do anything about these problems. This concern with a lurking, 

unpredictable danger is fortified by an omnipresent media. 

 

Media and culture are central to a postmodern analysis; style is substance and meaning 

resides in representation. Consequently, crime and crime control can only be understood 

as an ongoing spiral of inter-textual, image-driven, media loops (Ferrell, 2001). Cultural 

criminology embraces these postmodern ideas and underpins them with some more 

‘radical’ yet established concerns borrowing especially from the work of British scholars 

in the 1970s on subcultures and mediated forms of social control. And, in a decisive 

break with traditional, ‘positivist’ criminologies which have been unconcerned with 

‘feeling’ and ‘pleasure’, cultural criminology also draws attention to the fact that crime 

can have a carnivalesque quality; it is exhilarating, performative and dangerous.  

   

Literature Review 

Studies enquiring the relationship between Media, Criminal Justice System and crime in 

particular are scant and rare. In India particularly the academic situation on the theme is 

very grim. Considering the international scenario, media effects on public perception are 
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often discussed, yet are difficult to measure. Several authors, like Tom Rogers, who have 

conducted studies and in-depth literature reviews on the subject, discuss how certain 

aspects of print media reportage generate a fear of crime in society, yet such a causal link 

is difficult to evaluate. Rogers, “Towards an Analytical Framework on Fear of Crime and 

its Relationship to Print Media Reportage,” reviews how media coverage is found to 

contribute to increasing victimization and feelings of insecurity, in terms of locality of 

crimes, moral decline and neighborhood degradation: “disorganization and physical/ 

social disabilities of contemporary urban life, typified by symbols of disorder and crime, 

teenagers on the streets, abandoned buildings, graffiti, illegal drugs, public drunkenness 

and vandalism are thought to increase urban unease and consequently fear of crime.” 

As the media control access to a variety of information, people become dependent on the 

media if they want to obtain information (DeFleur and Ball-Rokeach, 1989). Baldwin and 

Barret (1992) define media dependence as a concept demonstrating that people develop a 

reliance on certain channels to satisfy their communication needs. In their study on uses 

and values for cable television news, they found that cable news-dependent subscribers 

were more likely than broadcast news dependent subscribers to use cable news on a 

regular basis and to tune to cable in a national crisis. 

Past research has investigated also the relationships between media reliance and 

knowledge acquisition (Culbertson and Stempel, 1986), knowledge gaps (Miyo, 1983) 

and attitudes toward government and public officials (Becker and Whitney, 1980). Faber 

et al. (1985) found that television is the typically favored source for national news, while 

newspapers are heavily relied upon for local information. Similarly, radio is often a 

common source for local news and magazines are favored for national news (Gaziano, 

1988). Furthermore, previous research indicates that people with a higher level of 

political knowledge depend more on news media (Price and Zaller, 1993), particularly 

information-rich news sources (Neuman et al., 1992). 

 

Graber (1980) documented that one-fourth of three Chicago daily newspapers’ stories, 

cartoons, and editorials dealt with criminal justice. In Crime and the American Press, 

Roy Edward Lotz reported a similar trend in the New Orleans Times-Picayune newspaper 
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(2). And television relies on Crime stories proportionately even more so than newspapers 

(Chermak, 1995, 13). Researchers have documented local television stations’ heavy 

emphasis on crime (Chermak, 1995; Entman,1994; Klite and Bardwell, 1997). One study 

found violent crime constituted one-third of all local television news programming (Klite 

and Bardwell, 1997, 102). 

 

News organizations are selective about what crimes they cover, ignoring and down 

playing some crimes but not others (Chermak, 1995; Dixon and Linz, 2000 and 2002; 

Entman, 1992 and 1994; Ericson et al., 1987, 1989 and 1991; Gilliam and Iyengar, 1998 

and 2000; Johnstone et al., 1994; Lundman, 2003; Peterson, 1998; Pritchard, 1985; 

Pritchard and Hughes, 1997; Rodgers and Thorsen, 2001;Yanich, 2000). The media 

report crime as “an epidemic” through frames of “sensationalism, blame, and solutions” 

(Rodgers and Thorsen, 2001, 174). Gilliam and Iyengar (2000) showed the media 

overplay violent crime, although in the real world, property crime is the highest category 

(363). The news media showcase the innocent victim “extreme,” helping make “The 

General” problem of victimization an issue of national concern (Chermak, 1995, 9). 

 

News coverage of crime has demonstrable effects on audience members. Crime news 

increases fear among viewers, often disproportionate to reality (Behr and Iyengar, 1995; 

Chermak, 1995; Gilliam and Iyengar, 2000; Heath, 1984; Lord et al., 2001; Yanich, 

2000).  

 

Crime news has situated crime as a ‘problem frame’ which fuels a ‘fear of crime’ 

mentality, feeds on public opinion and perception, and strengthens repressive and 

‘tougher’ public policies on crime and criminal penalties. Kenneth Dowler (2003) asserts 

that the media’s obsessive focus on crime has resulted in over-exposure and therefore 

individuals who are highly exposed to violence in the media perceive crime as 

threatening, which increases a fear of crime, and therefore punitive attitudes. The John 

Howard Society’s “Is Youth Crime out of Control?” (1998) agrees and suggests that 

misconceptions of crime lead to intolerance and harsher attitudes. For example, 

increasing media coverage of youth crime has been linked to more repressive criminal 
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justice policies, such as the adoption of Canada’s Youth Offenders’ Act. The Act permits 

16 and 17 year olds to be tried in adult court, even for minor offences (“Criminalité chez 

les jeunes”). Media coverage can negatively influence the implementation of new 

measures, whereby an isolated event can influence large scale changes even if previous 

measures have not yet been evaluated or produced their effects. However, to assert that 

media reports prompt the adoption of ‘tough’ crime policies and punitive attitudes 

remains a challenging task. 

 

There are ongoing debates on the extent to which the media plays a role in the 

‘production of violence’. The direct influence has not yet been proven, however 

assumptions suggest a more or less causal link. According to Melanie Brown from the 

Australian Institute of Criminology, studies on television and film violence do not 

suggest a direct causal link between media exposure and aggressive behaviour, but 

instead refer to a complex relationship which identifies ‘interacting variables’(1996, p.2). 

The WHO (2002) report on violence and health states: “brief exposure to violence on 

television or film produces short-term increases in aggressive behaviour, the effects seem 

to be greater for youths with aggressive tendencies” (p.39). The media can play a role in 

facilitating aggressive behaviour, yet evidence remains vague and unconfirmed. Studies 

demonstrate a stronger relationship between media exposure and the desensitization 

of certain criminal acts. S.K. Srivastva and Sweta Agarwal (2004) envision the media as 

a powerful tool for “communicating ideas” (p.63). Their study focuses on Indian cinema 

and television, in which they find that images of violence against women are 

desensitizing viewers to rape and murder against women. They deem this situation as a 

‘dangerous effect’ which must be checked (p.64). In the end, they claim that the media 

holds a highly influential role and therefore by removing media images of women as 

victims and helpless, violence against women will reduce. 

 

Within the debates, several studies suggest that the media can reinforce the 

stigmatization of certain groups (youth, ethno-cultural communities and indigenous 

peoples) and of certain geographical locations or neighborhoods. The problem, as 

discussed by Bernard Schissel (1997), is that most people learn about the justice system 
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mainly from the media, “dominant cultural understandings about young offenders are 

developed in complex interplay between media, political players, audiences” (p.220). 

Thus, inaccurate or inappropriate media coverage on specific individuals and places can 

lead to harmful policies and generate stereotypes about certain groups as offenders (Hall 

1978). For example, media reporting on youth crime has increased over the past decade, 

however incidences of violent youth crime have remained stable (John Howard Society 

1998). A law professor at the University of California refers to this phenomenon as the 

‘juvenile crime storm’ or youth stigmatization, whereby there is an increasing tendency 

by the media to exaggerate youth crime and to link images of crime to the youth (Portner 

1999). The media’s portrayal of youth as rising criminals is in fact false media coverage, 

and as Portner suggests, has resulted in unnecessary tougher criminal policies on youth 

crime with increasing numbers of incarcerated youth. Other targeted groups are ethnic 

and cultural minorities, as well as foreigners, immigrants and refugees. 

 

Fear of Crime and Punitive Justice Attitudes 

 

Research on the effect that the media has on the public revolves around two 

interconnected issues. Does coverage of sensationalistic and violent crime create fear 

among the general public and does this fear influence criminal justice policy attitudes? 

Review of the research indicates that there are mixed results regarding the influence of 

the news media on creating an attitude of fear among the general public (Surette, 1998). 

In an early study, Gerbner et al (1980) hypothesized that heavy viewing of television 

violence leads to fear rather than aggression. Gerbner et al (1980) find that individuals 

who watch a large amount of television are more likely to feel a greater threat from 

crime, believe crime is more prevalent than statistics indicate, and take more precautions 

against crime. They find that crime portrayed on television is significantly more violent, 

random, and dangerous than crime in the “real” world. The researchers argue that viewers 

internalize these images and develop a “mean world view” or a scary image of reality. 

This view is characterized by “mistrust, cynicism, alienation, and perceptions of higher 

than average levels of threat of crime in society” (Surette, 1990:8). Further studies on the 

relationship between fear and television viewing indicate a direct and strong relationship 
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(Barille, 1984; Bryant, Carveth and Brown, 1981; awkins and Pingree, 1980; Morgan, 

1983; Williams, Zabrack and Joy, 1982, Weaver and Wakshlag, 1986). Conversely, Rice 

and Anderson (1990) find a weak, positive association between television viewing and 

fear of crime, alienation and distrust. However, multiple regression analysis fails to 

support the hypothesis that television viewing has a direct, substantial effect on fear of 

crime. 

 

In a review of the research, Heath and Gilbert (1996) find that the relationship between 

media presentations and crime is dependent on characteristics of the message and the 

audience. Presentation of large amounts of local crime news engenders increased fear 

among the larger public, (Brillon, 1987; Sheley and Ashkins, 1981) while the 

presentation of large amounts of non-local crime news has the opposite effect by making 

the local viewers feel safe in comparison to other areas (Liska and Baccaglini, 1990). In 

addition Chiricos et al (2000) finds that local and national news are related to fear of 

crime. The effect of local news on fear of crime is stronger for residents in high crime 

areas and those who experienced victimization. 

 

In terms of audience effects, fear of victimization will depend on who is viewing the 

crime stories. Research indicates that residents in high crime urban areas who watch a 

large amount of television are more likely to be afraid of crime (Doob and MacDonald, 

1979; Gerbner et al, 1980). Another important factor is whether audience members have 

direct victim experience or share characteristics that make them crime vulnerable. 

Research indicates that media sources will be more meaningful when direct experience is 

lacking (Gunter, 1987; Liska and Baccaglini, 1990; Skogan and Maxfield, 1981). For 

example, Liska and Baccaglini (1990) find that media influence was strongest for 

females, whites and the elderly, which are segments of the population least likely to be 

victimized. In another study, Chiricos et al (1997) find that the frequency of watching 

television news and listening to the news on the radio is significantly related to fear. 

Their research indicates that television news consumption is significantly related to fear 

only for white females between the ages of 30 and 44. This is similar to other findings 
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that suggest that watching crime on television has a greater effect for women and whites, 

who have low victim risk compared to males and non whites (Gerbner et al., 1980). 

 

Examining the National Opinion on Crime and Justice (NOCJS), Haghighi and Sorensen 

(1996) find that local media attention to crime was significantly related to fear of sexual 

assault; getting mugged, beaten up, knifed or shot; and being burglarized while at home. 

Fear of crime was not significantly related to fear of car-jacking, being murdered, or 

being burglarized while not at home. However, they did not find the source of crime 

news to be a factor in fear of crime. For example, those who received their crime news 

from radio, newspapers or television had similar levels of worry about crime. In addition, 

their findings indicate that crime show viewers were more likely to worry about being 

sexually assaulted; getting beaten up, knifed or shot; and getting killed. However, crime-

drama viewing is not related to fear of car jacking, mugging, or burglary.  

 

Researchers argue that public fear and anxiety is inextricably connected with public 

pressure for solutions to crime problems. A number of research studies focus on whether 

media depictions of crime influence public attitudes towards criminal justice policy. They 

find that presentations of crime news increase public pressure for more effective policing 

(Garofalo, 1981a) and more punitive responses to crime (Barille, 1984; Surette, 1998). 

Furthermore, Surette (1998:) claims that the news media feature agents of crime control 

as negatively ineffective and incompetent which results in support for more police, more 

prisons, and more money for the criminal justice system. In addition, Oliver and 

Armstrong (1995) find that frequent viewing and greater enjoyment of reality-based 

crime shows are related to holding punitive attitudes. However, frequent viewing and 

greater enjoyment of fictional crime shows are not related to holding punitive attitudes. 

 

Police Effectiveness 

 

Public attitudes toward police are generally positive (Huang and Vaughn, 1996). 

However, there are few studies that examine the media’s influence on public ratings of 

police effectiveness. Much of the literature focuses on media portrayals of police officers 
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and findings reveal two conflicting views. Some researchers argue that the police are 

presented favorably in the media, while other research suggests that the police are 

negatively portrayed in the media.  

 

Presentations of police are often over-dramatized and romanticized by fictional television 

crime dramas while the news media portray the police as heroic, professional crime 

fighters (Surette, 1998; Reiner, 1985). In television crime dramas, the majority of crimes 

are solved and criminal suspects are successfully apprehended (Dominick, 1973; Estep 

and MacDonald, 1984; Carlson, 1985; Kooistra et al. 1998, Zillman and Wakshlag, 

1985). Similarly, news accounts tend to exaggerate the proportion of offenses that result 

in arrest which projects an image that police are more effective than official statistics 

demonstrate (Sacco and Fair, 1988; Skogan and Maxfield, 1981; Marsh, 1991; Roshier, 

1973). The favorable view of policing is partly a consequence of police’s public relations 

strategy. Reporting of proactive police activity creates an image of the police as effective 

and efficient investigators of crime (Christensen, Schmidt and Henderson, 1982). 

Accordingly, a positive police portrayal reinforces traditional approaches to law and 

order that involves increased police presence, harsher penalties and increasing police 

power (Sacco, 1995). 

 

In addition, a number of researchers suggest that a symbiotic relationship exists between 

news media personnel and the police. It is suggested that the police and the media engage 

in a mutually beneficial relationship. The media needs the police to provide them with 

quick, reliable sources of crime information, while the police have a vested interest in 

maintaining a positive public image (Ericson, Baranek, and Chan, 1987; Fishman, 1981; 

Hall et al, 1978). However, other researchers argue that the police are not portrayed 

positively in the news media. For example, Surette (1998) claims that docu-dramas and 

news tabloid programs represent the police as heroes that fight evil, yet print and 

broadcast news personify the police as ineffective and incompetent. Likewise, Graber 

(1980) claims that the general public evaluates police performance more favorably 

compared with courts and correction. Nevertheless, Graber (1980) states that the media 

provides little information to judge police and that the news media focus on negative 
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criticism rather than positive or successful crime prevention efforts. In essence, most 

media crime is punished, but policemen are rarely the heroes (Lichter and Lichter, 1983). 

 

In the United States and Canada, increasing attention to terrorism has led to Stereotyping 

of Muslims and Arabs as criminals. The result has been the adoption of the Anti-Terrorist 

Act (securities certificate), which permits the government to detain and possibility deport 

any individual suspected of a terrorist act or an affiliation with a terrorist group, without 

the need to present confirmed evidence (“Examen parlementaire de la Loi 

antiterroriste”).These laws, in fact, violate basic universal human rights and unfairly 

stigmatize certain groups. Stigmatization reaches as far as locality, whereby the “inner-

city” and city-perimeter settlements have become major targets for media reporting 

on crime. Danilo Yanich (2001) argues that news media presents an “urban-suburban 

dimension of crime”, in which the city is deemed as dangerous (p.222). The “inner-city” 

has become a common label used in media reports on crime.  

 

The outcome, as noted by Robson Sávio Reis Souza (2007), is a fear of certain 

communities, which can be counter-productive to prevention strategies since it 

marginalizes individuals living within the targeted community. He asserts that “reduction 

in the real estate prices in that place: deterioration of the population’s quality of life due 

to fear and the increased perception of local violence; greater fragility in social relations” 

(p.287). Moreover, it builds on feelings of isolation and devalued self-image, and hinders 

future investment and services into the area. The role of the media as main providers of 

information must be seen in the onset and evolution of crime prevention policies, and in 

shaping public perceptions about crime and its response.  However, it is important to note 

that the impact or “effects” of the media on the development of feelings of insecurity, and 

stigmatization remains difficult to accurately assess. 
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CHAPTER 2 

 

             Research Methodology 

 

The present study is based on the collection, analysis and interpretation of the data from 

three sources i.e. Newspapers representing the patterns in print media, News channels 

representing the patterns in electronic media and opinion and views of Public on crime 

news representing the views of public. The patterns of the coverage and representation of 

crime news by the print and electronic media and its impact on public have been analyzed 

in this study. The study has been conducted with various objectives and directed by the 

hypotheses as shown in the subsequent sections. 

 

1. Objectives: 

Following are the objectives of the present study: 

1. To analyse the content of crime news in print and electronic media. 

2. To study the coverage of crime news in news paper/electronic media and news 

channels. 

3. To analyse the frequency of crime news in the print/electronic media. 

4. To analyse the manner of reporting and presentation in various news paper/ news 

channel. 

5. To study the priority, timing, location and duration of crime news in the news 

channels/print media. 

6. To compare the patterns of crime news in national news papers and regional news 

papers. 

7. To study the projection of police in crime news /electronic media. 

8. To study news about crime prevention and detection technology. 
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9. To know the views of public about crime news and their effects on the fear of crime 

in society and victims of crime. 

10. To examine the nature and pattern of coverage concerning crime victims in print 

and electronic media. 

 

2. Hypotheses: 

The present study has been conducted with the following hypotheses: 

1. Coverage of crime news in the media varies in accordance with nature of crime. 

2. Manner of crime reporting in media is sensational rather than objective. 

3. News items pertaining to high profile persons receive priority and increased 

coverage in the media. 

4. Regional newspapers tend to sensationalize crime news in greater degree than the 

national newspaper. 

5. Police receives negative coverage in the media. 

6. News item relating to innovation in crime detection and crime prevention 

technology get limited coverage in the media. 

7. Public perceptions of crime have something to do with media reporting of crime. 

8. News relating to crime victim and their welfare do not receive enough attention. 

9. Electronic media coverage of crime tend to dramatize crime news. 

10. The individuals who read or watch large amount of television are more likely to 

feel a greater threat from crime and believe crime is more prevalent than statistics 

indicate.  

 

3. Research Design  

In order to attain the abovementioned objectives and to test the hypotheses the following 

research design has been adopted. 

A. Methodology 

The basic methodology for the analysis of the data from media sources and general public 

is content analysis of the collected data. A descriptive statistics of the data have been 
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computed and the interpretation of the analysis has been done to measure the trends in the 

representation of crime news in the media. 

 

I. Sample  

A. Crime News in Print Media 

 
The sample for the present study consists of the crime news appearing in following four 

newspapers. 

 

S.No. National newspapers Regional newspapers 

1. Times of India Dainik Bhaskar 

2. The Indian Express Navbharat 

 

The news content published in these newspapers cover the period between 1 January 

2005 to 30 June 2005. During this period, each crime news figuring in the sampled news 

papers has been examined on a daily basis. The research exercise consisted of collection 

of crime news, news feature, editorial, articles and the opinion of the public published in 

newspapers. The data have been collected through a pre-structured proforma specifically 

devised for the study. During this period, each crime news figuring in the news papers 

has been examined on a daily basis.  

B. Crime News in Electronic Media 
 

The crime news appearing in following two major Indian news channels. i.e. Aajtak and 

Star news have been included in the sample frame. 

 

S.NO.      Name  of  News  Channels 

1.     Star news channel 

2.     Aajtak news channel 

 

The news content shown on these channels for the period of 4 months (181 days) was 

considered for sample. During this period, each crime news figuring in the sampled news 
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channels has been examined on a daily basis. Every day of the week was selected to 

watch the crime contents in the prime time news coverage of two popular cable TV 

networks like Aajtak, Star News channels. These channels have a special slot on crime 

stories and that is why they have been selected for data collection. The content analysis 

has been performed with the help of a pre-structured observation inventory. The prime 

time crime stories of per day have also been selected for sampling. 

 

 

C. Public Views on Crime News by Media and its Impact on Public 

     Perception and Behaviour 
 

The sample for this item consisted of following groups of individuals. The data with 

these groups have been collected through an Interview Schedule specifically devised for 

the study. 

 

S.NO. Category Location Sample Size Sampling Method 

1. Professionals Sagar 139 Random 

2. Students  Sagar 50 Random 

3. Businessmen Sagar 50 Random 

 Total  239  

 

 

II. List of Variables  

 

Following are the variables which have been used to measure the representation of crime 

news by media: 

 

A. Crime News in Print Media 

                
1. News length 

2. Frequency of coverage (no. of times a particular variety of crime is presented in 

newspaper and no. of words of crime news) 
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3. Content of crime news 

4. Manner of crime news 

5. Location (page number), duration of various types of crimes (including 26 types 

of crimes) of crime news 

6. Frequency of different crime news in a day in newspapers 

7. Type of news covered in newspaper; person involved in crime news covered 

8. Presentation on police in crime news i.e. portrayal of police images, its attitude, 

response, action and case handling in various types of crimes.  

9. Presentation of victim’s status and their loss in various types of crime news 

presentation of crime prevention and detection technology in newspaper. 

10. Presentation of Criminal Justice Administration in crime news i.e. frequency of 

the appearance of various organs of Criminal Justice Administration in crime 

news, case processing and type of court appearing in crime news. 

 

B. Crime News in Electronic Media 
 

1. News length (Hours per day) 

2. Frequency of coverage (no. of times a particular variety of crime is presented in 

news channels) 

3. Content of programme on crime news 

4. Manner of presentation of programme on crime news 

5. Duration of time of various types of crimes (including 26 types of crimes)  

6. Average time of per crime story 

7. Frequency of different crime news in a day in news channels 

8. Type of news covered in news channels 

9. Person involved in crime news covered and name of crime programme. 

10. Presentation on police in crime news i.e. portrayal of police images, its attitude, 

response, action, case handling in various types of crimes and impact of crime 

news on victim by police 

11. Presentation of victim’s status and their loss in various types of crime news  

12. Presentation of crime prevention and detection technology in news channels  
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13. Presentation of Criminal Justice Administration in crime news i.e. frequency of 

the appearance of various organs of Criminal Justice Administration in crime 

news, case processing appearing in crime news 

 

C. Public Views on Crime News by Media and its Impact on Public 

     Perception and Behaviour 
 

i) Newspaper Readers 

1. Pattern of increase in crime and fear in society 

2. Types of crimes increasing in society from reading newspapers 

3. Readers’ imitation of crime news  

4. Types of crime person try to imitate mostly 

5. Type of news readers like to read first,  

6. Readers’ feelings while reading crime news,  

7. Increase in circulation of newspaper because of crime news 

8. Kind of thought comes into the mind of reader while reading crime news,  

9. Negative type of thoughts after reading crime news in newspapers,  

10. Positive type of thoughts after reading crime news in newspapers, 

11. Readers’ feelings while reading crime news,  

12. Coverage of Crime news in newspapers  

13. Representation of criminality in crime news  

 

ii) News Channels Viewers 

1. Type of crime episode viewers like most 

2. Important things viewers like mostly in crime news programmes 

3. Feeling of fear and imitation in public 

4. Types of fear shown in crime programme 

5. Increase in crime in society by crime news programme 

6. Types of crimes increasing in society by crime programmes 

7. Viewers’ feelings while watching crime programmes in T.V. 

8. Type of news viewers like to watch first 
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9. News channel's popularity because of crime news      

10. Kinds of thought comes in viewers mind while watching crime programmes  

11. Negative type of thoughts 

12. Positive type of thoughts 

13. Feelings while watching crime programmes 

14. Ethical standard of string operations 

 

III. Data Collection 

 

A. Crime News in Print Media 

 
The data have been taken from four major newspapers of the country. Based on 

considerations of broad geographical diversity as well as diversity of ownership, 

following four major national and regional newspapers have been selected for inclusion.  

 

S.No. National newspapers Regional newspapers 

1. Times of India Dainik Bhaskar 

2. The Indian Express Navbharat 

 

The crime news, news feature, editorial, articles published in abovementioned 

newspapers have been collected and analyzed. The data have been collected through a 

pre-structured proforma specifically devised for the study. The news content for this 

research covers the period between 1 January 2005 to 30 June 2005. During this period, 

each crime news figuring in the sampled news papers have been examined on a daily 

basis. Overall, the study examined 724 editions of newspapers which establish it as one 

of the largest empirical analysis of crime news coverage. The study resulted in a 

population of selective 1345 crime news stories which have appeared in two national 

newspapers and two regional newspapers for 6 months.  The sample included 310 crime 

news stories from Times of India, 252 crime news stories from The Indian Express, 

408 crime news stories from Dainik Bhaskar and 375 crime news stories from 

Navbharat. 
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B. Crime News in Electronic Media 
 

The data have been collected from the following two major Indian news channels. i.e. 

Aajtak and Star news. 

 

S.NO. Name  of  News  Channels 

1. Star news channel 

2. Aajtak news channel 

 

The data have been collected through a pre-structured observation inventory specifically 

devised for the study. The news contents for this research cover the period of 4 months 

(181 days). During this period, each crime news figuring in the sampled news channels 

have been examined on a daily basis. Overall, the study examined 629 crime news of 2 

news channels which establishes it as one of the largest empirical analysis of crime 

news coverage. Based on considerations of broad geographical diversity as well as 

diversity of ownership, 2 major news channels of the country have been selected for 

inclusion.  

 

The study resulted in a population of selective 629 crime news stories which have 

appeared in two news channels during the period of 4 months (181 days).  The sample 

included 356 crime news in Star news channels and 273 crime news in Aajtak news 

channel. 

 

C. Public Views on Crime News by Media and its Impact on Public 

     Perception and Behaviour 
 

For this item, the data have been collected from following various groups of individuals 

on the issues relating to impact of crime news on public perception and behaviour. 
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S.NO. Category Location Sample Size Sampling Method 

1. Professionals Sagar 150 Random 

2. Students  Sagar 50 Random 

3. Businessmen Sagar 50 Random 

 Total  250  

 

The views of public have been collected on the basis of answers given by the people to 

the questions of pre-structured interview schedule specifically devised for the study. The 

issues covered by the questions are numerous such as-what is the impact of crime news 

on public, what are the patterns manner and frequencies of public opinion on crime news,  

whether crime news by media increase crime and fear in Society, whether crime news by 

different media sources increases crime and fear in Society, whether newspapers are 

responsible for increasing crimes in Society, types of crimes increasing in society from 

reading newspapers, whether increasing circulation of newspaper depends on publishing 

more crime news, kinds of thought comes into the mind of reader while reading crime 

news, is crime programme generate feeling of fear and imitation in public, types of fear 

shown in crime programmes, whether crime programmes of news channels are 

responsible for increasing crime in society, and the types of crimes increasing in society 

by watching crime programmes. 

 

IV. Tools and Techniques of Data Collection: 

 

The major challenge in this study was to prepare tools capable of objectively measuring 

the variables chosen for the study. Much of time during this review period was therefore 

devoted to the process of designing the tools for this study. The construction of three 

distinct sets of tools involved the identification of items, transformation into quantitative 

items, creation of variables, and finalization of tools with the help of repeated pilot 

testing. The collection of data in the study assumes special significance as there were no 

live respondents in the collection of data from print and electronic media sources. 

However in the third data set which is based on the public opinion, included the 
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respondents. Therefore the present study is a unique blend of secondary and primary data. 

On the basis of objectives prescribed for the study, tools in three distinct phases 

have been devised for this study: 

 

• The news contents of four major national and regional newspapers (in Hindi and 

English) would be collected through a pre-structured proforma. 

• The news content analysis on the electronic media will be performed with the 

help of a pre-structured observation inventory. 

• In order to seek the view points of public about crime news and its impact, a 

survey of opinion of public is proposed. For this a close ended interview schedule 

was prepared for the collection of data from public. 

 

 

A. Pre-structured proforma for Print Media: 

The collection of data in the study assumes special significance as there were no live 

respondents in the exercise. The method of content analysis has been used in the study 

and this kind of study is very rare in India. The process was greatly facilitated by 

studying the pattern of news in The Times of India, The Indian Express, Dainik 

Bhaskar and Navbharat. The raw tool was then subjected to the pilot testing for five 

times. After evaluation of the results of pilots study, the schedule has been finalized for 

the study. The total number of questions in pre-structured proforma is 50. The questions 

in pre-structured proforma are close ended, so it will be easy to obtain answers. Based on 

considerations of broad geographical diversity as well as diversity of ownership, The 

Times of India, The Indian Express, Dainik Bhaskar and Navbharat selected for data 

collection.  

 

The news content for this research covers the period of six months. During this period, 

each crime news figuring in the sampled news papers have been examined on a daily 

basis. The questions of pre-structured proforma are capable of assessing the length, 

frequency of coverage (no. of times a particular variety of crime is presented in 

newspaper and no. of words of crime news), content, manner, location (page number), 
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duration of various types of crimes (including 26 types of crimes), frequency of 

different crime news in a day in newspapers; type of news covered in newspaper; person 

involved in crime news covered. In addition, data were collected about the presentation 

on police in crime news i.e. portrayal of police images, its attitude, response, action and 

case handling in various types of crimes. The presentation of victim’s status and their loss 

in various types of crime news is also studied. At the same time presentation of crime 

prevention and detection technology in newspaper is also studied. 

 

Finally, presentation of Criminal Justice Administration in crime news i.e. frequency of 

the appearance of various organs of Criminal Justice Administration in crime news, case 

processing and type of court appearing in crime news is also studied. The simple 

descriptive analysis of the data has been done with SPSS package. It basically consisted 

of trends and patterns of coverage of crime news in print media. Research has been 

conducted are cross-sectional in method and percentages has been find using through 

SPSS package. The Hypotheses set out were tested by applying the Chi-Square method at 

0.05% level of significance. 

 

 

B. Pre-structured observation inventory for Electronic Media: 

The method of content analysis has been used in the study as there were no live 

respondents in the exercise. The data have been collected through a pre-structured 

observation inventory specifically devised for the study. The questions for this study has 

been prepared by watching many news channels in crime programme that is 'Sansani' of 

Star news and 'Vardaat' of Aajtak and the raw tool was then subjected to the pilot testing 

for five times. After evaluation of the results of pilots study, the schedule has been 

finalized for the study. The total number of questions in pre-structured observation 

inventory is 52. The questions in pre-structured observation inventory are open ended, so 

it will be easy to obtain answers. The data has been collected from the two major Indian 

news channels. i.e. Aajtak and Star news.  
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Other news channels have also been covered under the category of others. The news 

contents for this research cover the period of 4 months (181 days). During this period, 

each crime news figuring in the sampled news channels have been examined on a daily 

basis. The questions of pre-structured observation inventory are capable of assessing 

news length; frequency of coverage (no. of times a particular variety of crime is 

presented in news channels), content, manner of presentation, duration of time of various 

types of crimes (including 26 types of crimes), average time of per crime story, frequency 

of different crime news in a day in news channels; type of news covered in news 

channels; person involved in crime news covered and name of crime programme. In 

addition, data were collected about the presentation on police in crime news i.e. portrayal 

of police images, its attitude, response, action, case handling in various types of crimes 

and impact of crime news on victim by police. The presentation of victim’s status and 

their loss in various types of crime news is also studied. At the same time presentation of 

crime prevention and detection technology in news channels is also studied. 

 

Finally, presentation of Criminal Justice Administration in crime news i.e. frequency of 

the appearance of various organs of Criminal Justice Administration in crime news, case 

processing appearing in crime news. 

 

The entire crime show of particular channels has been used as unit for data collection. 

The simple descriptive analysis of the data has been done with SPSS package. It 

basically consisted of trends and patterns of coverage of crime news in print media. 

Research has been conducted are cross-sectional in method and percentages has been find 

using through SPSS package. The Hypotheses set out were tested by applying the Chi-

Square method at 0.05% level of significance. 

 

C. Interview schedule for survey of opinion of public: 

The data have been collected through an Interview Schedule specifically devised for the 

study. The questions of this schedule are being prepared by keeping in mind, what public 

feel after reading newspapers crime news and watching T.V. crime programmes. After 

preparing questions, the pilot study is being done twice and after getting suggestions from 
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public many questions were added in it. The total number of questions in schedule is 49. 

After evaluation of the results of pilots study, the Interview Schedule has been finalized 

for the study. The total number of sample size is 250 but in final collection of data only 

239 public views has been collected. The category involved professionals, students 

and businessmen and location has been taken Sagar city of MP. Public views have 

been analyzed on a number of descriptive measures from newspaper readers and news 

channel viewers. From newspaper readers, questions were to know public opinion on 

variety of issues such as, i.e. whether crime news by media increase crime and fear in 

society, whether crime news by different media sources increases crime and fear in 

Society, whether newspapers are responsible for increasing crime in society, types of 

crimes increasing in society from reading newspapers, whether reader try to imitate the 

crime news which has been read by him/her, type of crime person try to imitate mostly, 

type of news readers like to read first, readers feelings while reading crime news, whether 

increasing circulation of newspaper depends on publishing more crime news, kind of 

thought comes into the mind of reader while reading crime news, negative type of 

thoughts after reading crime news in newspapers, positive type of thoughts after reading 

crime news in newspapers, readers feelings while reading crime news, whether 

newspapers publish mostly crime news, representation of criminality in crime news in 

newspaper etc.  

 

From news channel viewers, questions were to know public opinion on  following issues 

such as type of crime episode they like most, important things they like mostly in crime 

news programmes, crime programme generate feeling of fear and imitation in public, 

type of fear shown in crime programmes, whether crime programmes of news channels 

are responsible for increasing crime in society, types of crimes increasing in society by 

watching crime programmes, viewers feelings while watching crime programmes in T.V., 

type of news they like to watch first, whether crime programmes increases the news 

channel's popularity on which it is broadcasted, kind of thought comes in viewers mind 

while watching crime programmes in news channels, negative type of thoughts, positive 

type of thoughts, feelings while watching crime programmes in news channels, whether 
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string operation are right or not and representation of criminality in crime news in 

newspaper etc.  

 

The simple descriptive analysis of the data has been done with SPSS package. It 

basically consisted of trends and patterns of coverage of crime news in print media. 

Research has been conducted are cross-sectional in method and percentages has been find 

using through SPSS package. The Hypotheses set out were tested by applying the Chi-

Square method at 0.05% level of significance. 

 

V. Chapter Scheme: 

The study is spread over Six Chapters, the First being the introduction that includes a 

detail description of conceptual framework. Several theoretical consideration of mass 

media and media’s aspect, definitions have been presented in this Chapter. The empirical 

work began with the Second Chapter. This involves the research design, sample 

designing data collection and tools and techniques of data collection. The Third Chapter 

described the crime news in print media. In this Chapter, the content analysis of data and 

their interpretation has been included. It also discussed about the outcome and 

verification of hypotheses formulated for the study. The Fourth Chapter described the 

crime news in electronic media. In this Chapter, the content analysis of data and their 

interpretation has been included. It also discussed about the outcome and verification of 

hypotheses formulated for the study. The Fifth Chapter described the public views on 

crime news by media and its impact on public perception and behaviour. In this Chapter, 

the content analysis of data and their interpretation has been included. It also discussed 

about the outcome and verification of hypotheses formulated for the study. The Sixth and 

last Chapter described the findings and conclusions of mass media. It also critically 

analyzed the over all findings of study along with their significance and implications of 

the media.   
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CHAPTER 3 

 

Crime News in Print Media 

 
 

This section presents the results of the analytical study on crime news in print media i.e 

newspapers. In this chapter the findings have been presented using frequencies and 

percentages. The present chapter is based on the content analysis of the crime news of 

two national and two regional news papers. These newspapers are Times of India, The 

Indian Express, Dainik Bhaskar, and Navbharat. The discussion on the results has 

been initiated with the descriptive statistical analysis of the data which cover the 

objectives of the present study. It would also help in proving whether the hypothesis 

could be accepted as true or they should be refuted. 

 

Earlier studies on the representation of crime news in media are usually descriptive in 

nature; they addressed questions such as how various elements of crime news were the 

focus of news reports. However, much less scrutiny has been devoted to the question of 

how thoroughly the news media report crime news, what are the patterns of coverage, 

content, manner and frequencies of reporting crime news, how the image of police and 

other elements of Criminal Justice System is represented and above all, how the victims 

of the crime events are reported by the print media. These and other issues are the focus 

of this Chapter 

 

Analysis Plan 

The proposed research consists of collection, analysis and interpretation of crime news, 

news feature, editorial, articles published in newspapers. Broad and large samples of 

news of crime have been analyzed for this research, including four major newspapers of 

the country. The data have been collected through a pre-structured proforma specifically 

devised for the study. The news content for this research covers the period between 1 
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January 2005 to 30 June 2005. During this period, each crime news figuring in the 

sampled news papers have been examined on a daily basis. Overall, the study examined 

724 editions of newspapers which establishes it as one of the largest empirical analysis of 

crime news coverage. Based on considerations of broad geographical diversity as well as 

diversity of ownership, four major national and regional newspapers have been selected 

for inclusion. The newspapers included in the study are: 

 

SAMPLE: 

 

S.NO. National Newspapers Regional Newspapers 

1. Times of India Dainik Bhaskar 

2. The Indian Express Navbharat 

 
               

 

The study resulted in a population of selective 1345 crime news stories which have 

appeared in two national newspapers and two regional newspapers for 6 months.  The 

sample included 310 crime news stories from Times of India, 252 crime news stories 

from The Indian Express, 408 crime news stories from Dainik Bhaskar and 375 

crime news stories from Navbharat. 

 

The objectives of the present analysis of the crime news appeared in the 

abovementioned four newspapers is manifold which can be summarized as follows: 

 

1.  To analyse the content of crime news in print media. 

2. To study the coverage of crime news in news papers. 

3. To analyse the frequency of crime news in the print media. 

4. To analyse the manner of reporting and presentation in various news paper. 

5. To study the priority, timing, location and duration of crime news in the print 

media. 

6. To compare the patterns of crime news in national news papers and regional news 

papers. 
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7. To study the projection of police in crime news in print media. 

8. To study news about crime prevention and detection technology. 

9. To examine the nature and pattern of coverage concerning crime victims in print 

media. 

 

Descriptive Measures 

 

Each news story has been analyzed on a number of descriptive measures, including news 

length, frequency of coverage (no. of times a particular variety of crime is presented in 

newspaper and no. of words of crime news), content, manner, location (page number), 

duration of various types of crimes (including 26 types of crimes), frequency of different 

crime news in a day in newspapers; type of news covered in newspaper; person involved 

in crime news covered 

 

In addition, data were collected about the presentation on police in crime news i.e 

portrayal of police images, its attitude, response, action and case handling in various 

types of crimes. The presentation of victim’s status and their loss in various types of 

crime news is also studied. At the same time presentation of crime prevention and 

detection technology in newspaper is also studied.  

 

Finally, presentation of Criminal Justice Administration in crime news i.e frequency of 

the appearance of various organs of Criminal Justice Administration in crime news, case 

processing and type of court appearing in crime news is also studied. 

 

Findings 

The starting point for assessing the news media’s coverage of crime news is to examine 

the frequency with which different variety of crimes is reported in the four newspapers. 

From an overall perspective, 1345 news stories were identified across the 724 

newspapers editions analyzed.  
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The findings are displayed in Tables below followed by the discussion on significant 

results: 

 

Table 3.1: Coverage of Crime News in Newspapers according to Nature 

of Crime 

Type of crime reported in 
newspaper 

Name of newspaper 

Total Times 
of India 

The Indian 
Express 

Dainik 
Bhaskar 

Navbharat 
 

Economic crime 

9 5 12 16 42 

21.4% 11 .9% 28.6% 38.1% 100.0% 

Robbery/Dacoity 

31 4 60 36 131 

23.7% 3.1% 45.8% 27.5% 100.0% 

Kidnapping/Extortion 

13 13 17 22 65 

20.0% 20.0% 26.2% 33.8% 100.0% 

Sexual offence 

53 29 46 42 170 

31.2% 17.1% 27.1% 24.7% 100.0% 

Eve-teasing 

 1 1 2 4 

 25.0% 25.0% 50.0% 100.0% 

Dowry harassment 

8 1 6 11 26 

30.8% 3.8% 23.1% 42.3% 100.0% 

Juvenile Delinquency/Youth 
Crime 

2 3 4 1 10 

20.0% 30.0% 40.0% 10.0% 100.0% 

Communal riots/Caste riots 

7 12 2 2 23 

30.4% 52.2% 8.7% 8.7% 100.0% 

Organized crime 

7 1 7 17 32 

21.9% 3.1% 21.9% 53.1% 100.0% 

Corruption/Bribery 

13 6 16 17 52 

25.0% 11.5% 30.8% 32.7% 100.0% 

Fraud/Scam 

13 13 25 12 63 

20.6% 20.6% 39.7% 19.0% 100.0% 

Terrorism 

32 65 1 6 104 

30.8% 62.5% 1.0% 5.8% 100.0% 

Cyber crime/Internet 
pornography 

2 2 4 4 12 

16.7% 16.7% 33.3% 33.3% 100.0% 

Murder/Attempted Murder 42 33 83 70 228 
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18.4% 14.5% 36.4% 30.7% 100.0% 

Theft 
11  32 27 70 

15.7%  45.7% 38.6% 100.0% 

Human right violation news 

3 12 3 4 22 

13.6% 54.5% 13.6% 18.2% 100.0% 

Ragging 

1  1  2 

50.0%  50.0%  100.0% 

Crime against women 

20 6 21 24 71 

28.2% 8.5% 29.6% 33.8% 100.0% 

MMS related crime 

1  1  2 

50.0%  50.0%  100.0% 

Crime against children 

6 6 7 11 30 

20.0% 20.0% 23.3% 36.7% 100.0% 

Drug related crime 

9 4 17 8 38 

23.7% 10.5% 44.7% 21.1% 100.0% 

Suicide 

5 3 12 3 23 

21.7% 13.0% 52.2% 13.0% 100.0% 

Human Trafficking 

2 5 9 2 18 

11.1% 27.8% 50.0% 11.1% 100.0% 

Police Violence 

10 12 6 11 39 

25.6% 30.8% 15.4% 28.2% 100.0% 

Any other 

10 16 15 27 68 

14.7% 23.5% 22.1% 39.7% 100.0% 

Total 
310 252 408 375 1345 

23.0% 18.7% 30.3% 27.9% 100.0% 

 

Table 3.1 focusing first on the coverage of various types of crimes we see that the crime 

of murder received the maximum coverage in all the four newspapers whereby total 228 

murder/attempted murder stories were published. Out of these total 228 murder/attempted 

murder stories, the highest percentage 36.4% (N=83) of murder/attempted murder stories 

has been published in Dainik Bhaskar and lowest percentage 14.5% (N=33) of 

murder/attempted murder stories has been published in The Indian Express. The crime of 

sexual offence received the second highest coverage in all the four newspapers whereby 

total is 170 sexual offences stories were published. In this, highest percentage 31.2% 

(N=53) of sexual offence stories has been published in Times of India and lowest 
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percentage 17.1% (N=29) of sexual offence stories has been published in The Indian 

Express. The crime of robbery/dacoity received the third highest coverage in all the four 

newspapers whereby total is 131 robbery/dacoity stories were published. In this, highest 

percentage 45.8% (N=60) of robbery/dacoity stories has been published in Dainik 

Bhaskar and lowest percentage 3.1% (N=4) of robbery/dacoity stories has been published 

in The Indian Express. 

 

The MMS and ragging related crimes received the lowest coverage in all the four 

newspapers (N=2) and both crime has been got the coverage of 50% (N=1) in Times of 

India and 50% (N=1) in Dainik Bhaskar.The total coverage of eve-teasing crime is 4 and 

this crime has been got coverage in Navbharat 50% (N=2) and The Indian express 25% 

(N=1) and Dainik Bhaskar 25% (N=1). The total coverage of juvenile delinquency/ youth 

crime is 10 and it has been got coverage in Dainik Bhaskar 40% (N=4) and lowest in 

Navbharat 10% (N=1). 

 

The crime which has been also got coverage in all the four newspaper is as follows: 

Terrorism (N=104), crime against women (N=71), theft (N=70), any other (N=68), 

kidnapping/extortion (N=65), fraud/scam (N=63),corruption and bribery (N=52), 

economic crime (N=42), police violence (N=39), drug related crime (N=38), organized 

crime (N=32), crime against children (N=30), dowry harassment (N=26), communal 

riots/caste riots (N=23), suicide (N=23), human right violation news (N=22), human 

trafficking (N=18), cyber crime /internet pornography (N=12). 

 

Patterns of crime news in national newspaper and regional newspaper are: 

The total number of selective news covered are 1345 in which 30.3% (N=408) has been 

covered in Dainik Bhaskar, 27.9% (N=375) in Navbharat, 23% (N=310) in Times of 

India, 18.7% (N=252) in The Indian Express during the period of six months. This data 

shows that Dainik Bhaskar has been publishing the highest crime stories in its newspaper 

and The Indian Express has been publishing the lowest coverage for crime news. 
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Table 3.2: Content of Crime News in Newspapers 

 

Table 3.2 shows the content of crime news in the four newspapers under study. The 

descriptive crime news received the maximum coverage in all the four newspaper 

whereby total 587 descriptive crime stories were published. In this highest percentage 

34.6% (N=203) of descriptive crime stories has been published in Times of India and 

lowest percentage 16.0% (N=94) of descriptive crime stories has been published in The 

Indian Express. The simple crime news received the second highest coverage in all the 

four newspapers whereby total is 372 simple crime news were published. In this highest 

percentage 52.4% (N=195) of simple crime stories has been published in Dainik Bhaskar 

and lowest percentage 6.2% (N=23) of simple crime stories has been published in Times 

of India. The sensational crime news received the third highest coverage in all the four 

newspapers whereby total is 182 sensational crime news were published. In this highest 

percentage 43.2% (N=80) of sensational crime stories has been published in Navbharat 

and lowest percentage 16.8% (N=31) of sensational crime stories has been published in 

Dainik Bhaskar. 

 

Content of crime news 
in newspaper 
 

Name of newspaper 

Total Times of 
India 

The Indian 
Express 

Dainik 
Bhaskar 

Navbharat 
 

Simple news 
23 74 195 80 372 

6.2% 19.9% 52.4% 21.5% 100.0% 

Sensational news 
33 41 31 80 185 

17.8% 22.2% 16.8% 43.2% 100.0% 

Descriptive news 
203 94 168 122 587 

34.6% 16.0% 28.6% 20.8% 100.0% 

Case-study 
33 24  71 128 

25.8% 18.8%  55.5% 100.0% 

Analytic news 
18 19 14 22 73 

24.7% 26.0% 19.2% 30.1% 100.0% 

Total 
310 252 408 375 1345 

23.0% 18.7% 30.3% 27.9% 100.0% 
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The case study of crime stories and analytic crime stories received the lowest coverage in 

all the four newspapers. The total number of case study based crime news published is 

128 and analytic crime news published is 73. The mysterious crime news received no 

coverage in any newspaper. 

 

Table 3.3: Person involved in crime news covered in Newspapers 
 
 

Person involved in crime 
news covered  
 

Name of newspaper 

Total Times of 
India 

The Indian 
Express 

Dainik 
Bhaskar 

Navbharat 
 

Ordinary person 

174 134 264 241 813 

21.4% 16.5% 32.5% 29.6% 100.0% 

Politician 

20 24 23 19 86 

23.3% 27.9% 26.7% 22.1% 100.0% 

Film star 

4 9 4 2 19 

21.1% 47.4% 21.1% 10.5% 100.0% 

Organized criminals 

36 20 57 37 150 

24.0% 13.3% 38.0% 24.7% 100.0% 

Industrialist 
28 11 13 25 77 

36.4% 14.3% 16.9% 32.5% 100.0% 

Bureaucrats 

14 22 12 8 56 

25.0% 39.3% 21.4% 14.3% 100.0% 

Any other 

32 32 35 42 141 

22.7% 22.7% 24.8% 29.8% 100.0% 

N.A 

2   1 3 

66.7%   33.3% 100.0% 

Total 
310 252 408 375 1345 

23.0% 18.7% 30.3% 27.9% 100.0% 

 

 

Table 3.3 shows the person involved in crime news according to the four newspapers 

under study. The ordinary persons commit the highest crimes. The ordinary person 

regarding to crime received the maximum coverage in all the four newspaper whereby 

total 813 ordinary persons related crime stories were published. In this highest percentage 

32.5% (N=264) of ordinary person related crime stories has been published in Dainik 

Bhaskar and lowest percentage 16.5% (N=134) of ordinary person related crime stories 
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has been published in The Indian Express. The Organized criminals regarding to crime 

received the second highest coverage in all the four newspaper whereby total 150 

organized criminals related crime stories were published. In this highest percentage 38% 

(N=57) of organized criminals related crime stories has been published in Dainik Bhaskar 

and lowest percentage 13.3% (N=20) of organized criminals related crime stories has 

been published in The Indian Express. 

 

 The any other criminals (unknown persons) regarding to crime received the third highest 

coverage in all the four newspaper whereby total 141 any other criminals (unknown 

persons) related crime stories were published. In this highest percentage 29.8% (N=42) of 

any other criminals (unknown persons) related crime stories has been published in Dainik 

Bhaskar and lowest percentage 22.7% (N=32) of any other criminals (unknown persons) 

related crime stories has been published in The Indian Express and Times of India. 

 

Table 3.4: Category of coverage of Crime News in Newspapers 

 

Type of coverage in 
newspapers  
 

Name of newspaper 

Total Times of 
India 

The Indian 
Express 

Dainik 
Bhaskar 

Navbharat 
 

Editorial 
  2  2 

  100.0%  100.0% 

Article 

3 2 3  8 

37.5% 25.0% 37.5%  100.0% 

News pieces 

271 212 367 306 1156 

23.4% 18.3% 31.7% 26.5% 100.0% 

Special report 

20 11 22 14 67 

29.9% 16.4% 32.8% 20.9% 100.0% 

Cover Story 

16 26 6 52 100 

16.0% 26.0% 6.0% 52.0% 100.0% 

Any other 

 1 8 3 12 

 8.3% 66.7% 25.0% 100.0% 

Total 
310 252 408 375 1345 

23.0% 18.7% 30.3% 27.9% 100.0% 
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Table 3.4 shows that the two national newspapers and one regional newspaper given no 

space for crime news in editorial during the period of six months.  

 

Regional newspaper Navbharat has given no space for article during the period of six 

months. The coverage of news pieces received the maximum coverage in all the four 

newspapers whereby total 1156 news pieces of crime stories were published. In this 

highest percentage 31.7% (N=367) news pieces of crime stories has been published in 

Dainik Bhaskar and lowest percentage 18.3% (N=212) news pieces of crime stories has 

been published in The Indian Express.  

 

The coverage of cover story received the second highest coverage in all the four 

newspapers whereby total is 100 cover story of crime stories were published. In this 

highest percentage 52.0% (N=52) cover story of crime stories has been published in 

Navbharat and lowest percentage 6% (N=6) cover story of crime stories has been 

published in Dainik Bhaskar.  

 

The coverage of special report received the third highest coverage in all the four 

newspapers whereby total is 67 special report of crime stories were published. In this 

highest percentage 32.8% (N=22) special report of crime stories has been published in 

Dainik Bhaskar and lowest percentage 16.4% (N=11) special report of crime stories has 

been published in the Indian Express.  
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Table 3.5: Coverage of crime news in newspapers (in Words) 

 

Type of crimes reported in 
newspaper  
 

Coverage of crime news in newspaper 
(Words) 

Total 
1 to 
50 

51 to 
100 

101-
150 

151-
200 

201+ 
above 

 

Economic/crime 

6 28 1 4 2 41 

14.6% 68.3% 2.4% 9.8% 4.9% 100.0% 

Robbery/Dacoity 

23 91 7 7 2 130 

17.7% 70.0% 5.4% 5.4% 1.5% 100.0% 

Kidnapping/Extortion 

14 40 6 3 2 65 

21.5% 61.5% 9.2% 4.6% 3.1% 100.0% 

Sexual offence 

44 103 15 4 6 172 

25.6% 59.9% 8.7% 2.3% 3.5% 100.0% 

Eve-teasing 

1 3    4 

25.0% 75.0%    100.0% 

Dowry harassment 

11 12 2 1  26 

42.3% 46.2% 7.7% 3.8%  100.0% 

Juvenile Delinquency/Youth Crime 

3 5 1  1 10 

30.0% 50.0% 10.0%  10.0% 100.0% 

Communal riots/Caste riots 

3 11 7 1 1 23 

13.0% 47.8% 30.4% 4.3% 4.3% 100.0% 

Organized crime 

3 22 4 2 1 32 

9.4% 68.8% 12.5% 6.3% 3.1% 100.0% 

Corruption/Bribery 

9 39   4 52 

17.3% 75.0%   7.7% 100.0% 

Fraud/Scam 

13 37 8 3 2 63 

20.6% 58.7% 12.7% 4.8% 3.2% 100.0% 

Terrorism 

25 50 9 9 11 104 

24.0% 48.1% 8.7% 8.7% 10.6% 100.0% 

Cyber crime/Internet pornography 

2 4 2 2 2 12 

16.7% 33.3% 16.7% 16.7% 16.7% 100.0% 

Murder/Attempted Murder 

35 139 23 27 4 228 

15.4% 61.0% 10.1% 11.8% 1.8% 100.0% 

Theft 20 46 2 1 1 70 
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28.6% 65.7% 2.9% 1.4% 1.4% 100.0% 

Human right violation news 

3 17 1  1 22 

13.6% 77.3% 4.5%  4.5% 100.0% 

Ragging 

1 1    2 

50.0% 50.0%    100.0% 

Crime against women 

5 44 7 10 5 71 

7.0% 62.0% 9.9% 14.1% 7.0% 100.0% 

MMS related crime 

 1  1  2 

 50.0%  50.0%  100.0% 

Crime against children 

9 14 3 4  30 

30.0% 46.7% 10.0% 13.3%  100.0% 

Drug related crime 

10 22 4 1 1 38 

26.3% 57.9% 10.5% 2.6% 2.6% 100.0% 

Suicide 

7 9 6 1  23 

30.4% 39.1% 26.1% 4.3%  100.0% 

Human Trafficking 

3 9 3 3  18 

16.7% 50.0% 16.7% 16.7%  100.0% 

Police Violence 

5 27 4 2 1 39 

12.8% 69.2% 10.3% 5.1% 2.6% 100.0% 

Any other 

15 41 4 8  68 

22.1% 60.3% 5.9% 11.8%  100.0% 

Total 
270 815 119 94 47 1345 

20.1% 60.6% 8.8% 7.0% 3.5% 100.0% 

 

Table 3.5 shows the coverage of crime news in words according to nature of crime news 

in the four newspapers under study. The crime of murder received the maximum 

coverage in all the four newspapers whereby total 228 murder/attempted murder stories 

were published. In this highest percentage 61% (N=139) of murder/attempted murder 

stories has been covered in between 51 to 100 words and lowest percentage 1.8% (N=4) 

of murder/attempted murder stories has been covered in more than 201 words. The crime 

of sexual offence received the second highest coverage in all the four newspapers 

whereby total is 172 sexual offences stories were published. In this, highest percentage 

59.9% (N=103) of sexual offence stories has been covered in between 51 to 100 words 

and lowest percentage 2.3% (N=4) of sexual offence stories has been covered in between 
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151 to 200 words. The crime of robbery/dacoity received the third highest coverage in all 

the four newspapers whereby total is 130 robbery/dacoity stories were published. In this, 

highest percentage 70% (N=91) of robbery/dacoity stories has been covered in between 

51 to 100 words and lowest percentage 1.5% (N=2) of robbery/dacoity stories has been 

covered in more than 201 words. The results show that highest crime stories has been 

received coverage in more than 51 words and second highest crime stories received 

coverage in less than 50 words and third highest crime stories received coverage in more 

than 151 words. Eve-teasing, juvenile delinquency related crime, ragging received very 

less coverage. 

 

Table 3.6: Coverage of News Related to Criminal Justice System and 

Type of News Covered in Newspapers 

Type of news covered in newspapers 
 

Name of newspaper 

Total Times 
of 

India 

The 
Indian 

Express 

Dainik 
Bhaskar 

Navbharat 
 

Crime news 

173 82 218 204 677 

25.6% 12.1% 32.2% 30.1% 100.0% 

Police news 
  

7 7 19 7 40 

17.5% 17.5% 47.5% 17.5% 100.0% 

Victim related news 

75 114 115 105 409 

18.3% 27.9% 28.1% 25.7% 100.0% 

Crime prevention and control 
1  3 1 5 

20.0%  60.0% 20.0% 100.0% 

Criminal justice administration news 

45 43 39 35 162 

27.8% 26.5% 24.1% 21.6% 100.0% 

Correctional Administration (prison 
news, parole, probation) 

9 6 14 23 52 

17.3% 11.5% 26.9% 44.2% 100.0% 

Total 
310 252 408 375 1345 

23.0% 18.7% 30.3% 27.9% 100.0% 

 

Table 3.6 shows the coverage of news related to Criminal Justice System type of news 

covered according to nature of crime news in the four newspapers under study. The crime 

related news received the maximum coverage in all the four newspapers whereby total 
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677 crime news was published. In this highest percentage 32.2% (N=218) of crime 

related news has been published in Dainik Bhaskar and lowest percentage 12.1% (N=82) 

of crime related news has been published in The Indian Express. The victim related news 

received the second highest coverage in all the four newspapers whereby total 409 

victim’s related news were published. In this highest percentage 28.1% (N=115) of 

victim related news were published in Dainik Bhaskar and lowest percentage 18.3% 

(N=75) of victim related news has been published in The Times of India. The criminal 

justice administration related news received the third highest coverage in all the four 

newspapers whereby total 162 criminal justice administration related news were 

published. In this highest percentage 27.8% (N=45) of criminal justice administration 

related news were published in The Times of India and lowest percentage 21.6% (N=35) 

of criminal justice administration related news were published in Navbharat. The 

common results were that crime prevention and control (N=5) and correctional 

administration (prison news, parole, probation) (N=52) related news received very less 

coverage in the four newspaper. 

 

 

Table 3.7: Frequency of crime news in a day 

Frequency of crime 
news in a day 
 

Name of newspaper 

Total Times of 
India 

The Indian 
Express 

Dainik 
Bhaskar 

Navbharat 
 

0 to 5 

101 117 105 102 425 

23.8% 27.5% 24.7% 24.0% 100.0% 

6 to 10 

39 24 79 59 201 

19.4% 11.9% 39.3% 29.4% 100.0% 

10 to 20 

  4 9 13 

  30.8% 69.2% 100.0% 

20+ above 

2 1 3 2 8 

25.0% 12.5% 37.5% 25.0% 100.0% 

N.A. 
168 110 217 203 698 

24.1% 15.8% 31.1% 29.1% 100.0% 

Total 
310 252 408 375 1345 

23.0% 18.7% 30.3% 27.9% 100.0% 
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Table 3.7 shows the frequency of crime news published per day in the four newspapers 

under study. The two national newspapers have never covered 10 to 20 crime news per 

day during the period of six months. The five crime news per day received the maximum 

coverage in all the four newspaper whereby total 425 crime stories were published during 

the period of six months. In this category (0 to 5) highest percentage 27.5% (N=117) of 

crime stories has been published per day in The Indian Express and lowest percentage 

23.8% (N=101) of crime stories has been published per day in Times of India. In between 

(6 to 10) crime news received the second highest coverage in all the four newspapers 

whereby total is 201 crime news were published during the period of six months. In this 

category (6 to 10) highest percentage 39.3% (N=79) of crime stories has been published 

in Dainik Bhaskar per day and lowest percentage 11.9% (N=24) of crime stories has been 

published in The Indian Express per day. In between (10 to 20) crime news received the 

third highest coverage in all the four newspapers whereby total is 13 crime news were 

published during the period of six months. In this category (10 to 20) highest percentage 

69.2% (N=9) of crime stories have been published in Navbharat per day and lowest 

percentage 30.8% (N=4) of crime stories has been published in Dainik Bhaskar per day. 

 

 

Table 3.8: Manner of reporting of various types of crime reported in 

Newspapers 

Type of crimes reported in 
newspapers  
 

Manner of reporting of crime news in 
newspaper 

Total 
Bold 

headlines 
Corner 
column 

Bottom 
column 

Box 
 

Economic crime 

4 25 9 3 41 

9.8% 61.0% 22.0% 7.3% 100.0% 

Robbery/Dacoity 

22 80 7 21 130 

16.9% 61.5% 5.4% 16.2% 100.0% 

Kidnapping/Extortion 

8 41 3 13 65 

12.3% 63.1% 4.6% 20.0% 100.0% 

Sexual offence 

24 96 16 36 172 

14.0% 55.8% 9.3% 20.9% 100.0% 

Eve-teasing  3 1  4 
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 75.0% 25.0%  100.0% 

Dowry harassment 

3 12 3 8 26 

11.5% 46.2% 11.5% 30.8% 100.0% 

Juvenile Delinquency/Youth Crime 

1 4 1 4 10 

10.0% 40.0% 10.0% 40.0% 100.0% 

Communal riots/Caste riots 

7 10 2 4 23 

30.4% 43.5% 8.7% 17.4% 100.0% 

Organized crime 

9 17 3 3 32 

28.1% 53.1% 9.4% 9.4% 100.0% 

Corruption/Bribery 

6 32 4 10 52 

11.5% 61.5% 7.7% 19.2% 100.0% 

Fraud/Scam 

10 33 5 15 63 

15.9% 52.4% 7.9% 23.8% 100.0% 

Terrorism 

27 53 6 18 104 

26.0% 51.0% 5.8% 17.3% 100.0% 

Cyber crime/Internal pornography 

5 3 2 2 12 

41.7% 25.0% 16.7% 16.7% 100.0% 

Murder/Attempted Murder 

38 139 17 34 228 

16.7% 61.0% 7.5% 14.9% 100.0% 

Theft 
6 42 6 16 70 

8.6% 60.0% 8.6% 22.9% 100.0% 

Human right violation news 

3 12 4 3 22 

13.6% 54.5% 18.2% 13.6% 100.0% 

Ragging 

1 1   2 

50.0% 50.0%   100.0% 

Crime against women 

15 38 6 12 71 

21.1% 53.5% 8.5% 16.9% 100.0% 

MMS related crime 

 1 1  2 

 50.0% 50.0%  100.0% 

Crime against children 

6 11 3 10 30 

20.0% 36.7% 10.0% 33.3% 100.0% 

Drug related crime 

6 17 7 8 38 

15.8% 44.7% 18.4% 21.1% 100.0% 

Suicide 

4 9 6 4 23 

17.4% 39.1% 26.1% 17.4% 100.0% 

Human Trafficking 4 8 4 2 18 
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22.2% 44.4% 22.2% 11.1% 100.0% 

Police Violence 

8 19 5 7 39 

20.5% 48.7% 12.8% 17.9% 100.0% 

Any other 

11 31 11 15 68 

16.2% 45.6% 16.2% 22.1% 100.0% 

Total 
228 737 132 248 1345 

17.0% 54.8% 9.8% 18.4% 100.0% 

 

Table 3.8 shows the manner of presentation of various types of crime reported in the 

newspapers according to nature of crime in the four newspapers under study. The crime 

of murder received the maximum coverage in all the four newspapers whereby total 228 

murder/attempted murder stories were published in various manners. In this highest 

percentage 61.0% (N=139) of murder/attempted murder stories has been published in 

corner column and lowest percentage 7.5% (N=17) of murder/attempted murder stories 

has been published in bottom column. The crime of sexual offence received the second 

highest coverage in all the four newspapers whereby total is 172 sexual offences stories 

were published in various manners. In this, highest percentage 55.8% (N=96) of sexual 

offence stories has been published in corner column and lowest percentage 9.3% (N=16) 

of sexual offence stories has been published in bottom column.  

 

The crime of robbery/dacoity received the third highest coverage in all the four 

newspapers whereby total is 130 robbery/dacoity stories were published in various 

manners. In this, highest percentage 61.5% (N=80) of robbery/dacoity stories has been 

published in corner column and lowest percentage 5.4% (N=7) of robbery/dacoity stories 

has been published in bottom column. The total results were that highest crime stories 

receiving coverage in corner column (N=737), second highest crime stories receiving 

coverage in box (N=248) and thirdly, lowest crime stories receiving coverage in bold 

headlines (N=228). Ragging, MMS related crime, Eve-teasing crime stories receiving 

very less coverage in all the four newspapers.  
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Table 3.9: Presentation of the content of type of crimes reported in 

Newspapers 

Type of crimes reported 
in newspapers 

Content of crime news in newspapers 

Total Simple 
news 

Sensational 
news 

Descriptive 
news 

Case-
study 

Analytic 
news 

 

Economic crime 

12 3 20 2 4 41 

29.3% 7.3% 48.8% 4.9% 9.8% 100.0% 

Robbery/Dacoity 

40 15 63 11 1 130 

30.8% 11.5% 48.5% 8.5% .8% 100.0% 

Kidnapping/Extortion 

16 7 31 6 5 65 

24.6% 10.8% 47.7% 9.2% 7.7% 100.0% 

Sexual offence 

45 38 60 21 8 172 

26.2% 22.1% 34.9% 12.2% 4.7% 100.0% 

Eve-teasing 

4     4 

100.0%     100.0% 

Dowry harassment 

10 1 13 2  26 

38.5% 3.8% 50.0% 7.7%  100.0% 

Juvenile 
Delinquency/Youth Crime 

4  4  2 10 

40.0%  40.0%  20.0% 100.0% 

Communal riots/Caste 
riots 

6 5 9 2 1 23 

26.1% 21.7% 39.1% 8.7% 4.3% 100.0% 

Organized crime 

1 9 16 3 3 32 

3.1% 28.1% 50.0% 9.4% 9.4% 100.0% 

Corruption/Bribery 

17 3 25 5 2 52 

32.7% 5.8% 48.1% 9.6% 3.8% 100.0% 

Fraud/Scam 

15 5 34 8 1 63 

23.8% 7.9% 54.0% 12.7% 1.6% 100.0% 

Terrorism 

21 26 49 2 6 104 

20.2% 25.0% 47.1% 1.9% 5.8% 100.0% 

Cyber crime/Internet 
pornography 

2 2 4  4 12 

16.7% 16.7% 33.3%  33.3% 100.0% 

Murder/Attempted 
Murder 

66 33 83 40 6 228 

28.9% 14.5% 36.4% 17.5% 2.6% 100.0% 

Theft 
34 3 31  2 70 

48.6% 4.3% 44.3%  2.9% 100.0% 
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Human right violation 
news 

2 4 14 2  22 

9.1% 18.2% 63.6% 9.1%  100.0% 

Ragging 

1    1 2 

50.0%    50.0% 100.0% 

Crime against women 

11 7 34 14 5 71 

15.5% 9.9% 47.9% 19.7% 7.0% 100.0% 

MMS related crime 

 1 1   2 

 50.0% 50.0%   100.0% 

Crime against children 

7 4 11 4 4 30 

23.3% 13.3% 36.7% 13.3% 13.3% 100.0% 

Drug related crime 

14 5 14  5 38 

36.8% 13.2% 36.8%  13.2% 100.0% 

Suicide 

8  11 2 2 23 

34.8%  47.8% 8.7% 8.7% 100.0% 

Human Trafficking 

3 2 11 1 1 18 

16.7% 11.1% 61.1% 5.6% 5.6% 100.0% 

Police Violence 

9 7 18  5 39 

23.1% 17.9% 46.2%  12.8% 100.0% 

Any other 

24 5 31 3 5 68 

35.3% 7.4% 45.6% 4.4% 7.4% 100.0% 

Total 
372 185 587 128 73 1345 

27.7% 13.8% 43.6% 9.5% 5.4% 100.0% 

 

Table 3.9 shows the presentation of contents of crime news according to nature of crime 

news in the four newspapers under study. The crime of murder received the maximum 

coverage in all the four newspapers whereby total 228 murder/attempted murder stories 

were published. In this highest percentage 36.4% (N=83) of murder/attempted murder 

stories has been published as a descriptive news and lowest percentage 2.6% (N=6) of 

murder/attempted murder stories has been published as an analytic news.  

 

The crime of sexual offence received the second highest coverage in all the four 

newspapers whereby total is 172 sexual offences stories were published. In this, highest 

percentage 34.9% (N=60) of sexual offence stories has been published as descriptive 

news and lowest percentage 4.7% (N=8) of sexual offence stories has been published as 

analytic news. 
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The crime of robbery/dacoity received the third highest coverage in all the four 

newspapers whereby total is 130 robbery/dacoity stories were published. In this, highest 

percentage 48.5% (N=63) of robbery/dacoity stories has been published as descriptive 

news and lowest percentage .8% (N=1) of robbery/dacoity stories has been published as 

analytic news. The total results were that highest crime stories have been published as 

descriptive news (N=587). Secondly, crime stories have been published as simple news 

(N=372) and thirdly crime stories have been published as sensational news (N=185), 

whereas lowest crime stories have been published as analytic news (N=73). 

 

 

Table 3.10: Location of crime news in newspapers 

 

Type of crimes reported in newspapers 
 

Location of crime news in newspapers 

Total 
1 2 3 4 

5 & Above 
 

Economic crime 

4 4 8 1 24 41 

9.8% 9.8% 19.5% 2.4% 58.5% 100.0% 

Robbery/Dacoity 

15 15 24 13 63 130 

11.5% 11.5% 18.5% 10.0% 48.5% 100.0% 

Kidnapping/Extortion 

9 6 9 4 37 65 

13.8% 9.2% 13.8% 6.2% 56.9% 100.0% 

Sexual offence 

29 11 34 11 87 172 

16.9% 6.4% 19.8% 6.4% 50.6% 100.0% 

Eve-teasing 

  1 1 2 4 

  25.0% 25.0% 50.0% 100.0% 

Dowry harassment 

 3 6 5 12 26 

 11.5% 23.1% 19.2% 46.2% 100.0% 

Juvenile Delinquency/Youth Crime 

2 1 2 1 4 10 

20.0% 10.0% 20.0% 10.0% 40.0% 100.0% 

Communal riots/Caste riots 

11 4 3  5 23 

47.8% 17.4% 13.0%  21.7% 100.0% 

Organized crime 

5 1 7 1 18 32 

15.6% 3.1% 21.9% 3.1% 56.3% 100.0% 

Corruption/Bribery 3 6 9 4 30 52 
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5.8% 11.5% 17.3% 7.7% 57.7% 100.0% 

Fraud/Scam 

5 7 6 2 43 63 

7.9% 11.1% 9.5% 3.2% 68.3% 100.0% 

Terrorism 

35 12 14 10 33 104 

33.7% 11.5% 13.5% 9.6% 31.7% 100.0% 

Cyber crime/Internet pornography 

3 2 1  6 12 

25.0% 16.7% 8.3%  50.0% 100.0% 

Murder/Attempted Murder 

38 15 27 12 136 228 

16.7% 6.6% 11.8% 5.3% 59.6% 100.0% 

Theft 
2 2 9 3 54 70 

2.9% 2.9% 12.9% 4.3% 77.1% 100.0% 

Human right violation news 

2 6 3 2 9 22 

9.1% 27.3% 13.6% 9.1% 40.9% 100.0% 

Ragging 

  1  1 2 

  50.0%  50.0% 100.0% 

Crime against women 

12 5 11 2 41 71 

16.9% 7.0% 15.5% 2.8% 57.7% 100.0% 

MMS related crime 

1  1   2 

50.0%  50.0%   100.0% 

Crime against children 

8 1 4 2 15 30 

26.7% 3.3% 13.3% 6.7% 50.0% 100.0% 

Drug related crime 

3 2 11 3 19 38 

7.9% 5.3% 28.9% 7.9% 50.0% 100.0% 

Suicide 

2 2 7  12 23 

8.7% 8.7% 30.4%  52.2% 100.0% 

Human Trafficking 

2 4  2 10 18 

11.1% 22.2%  11.1% 55.6% 100.0% 

Police Violence 

7 6 5 3 18 39 

17.9% 15.4% 12.8% 7.7% 46.2% 100.0% 

Any other 

14 9 4 6 35 68 

20.6% 13.2% 5.9% 8.8% 51.5% 100.0% 

Total 
212 124 207 88 714 1345 

15.8% 9.2% 15.4% 6.5% 53.1% 100.0% 

 

Table 3.10 shows the location of crime stories in newspaper according to nature of crime 

news in the four newspapers under study. The crime of murder received the maximum 
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coverage in all the four newspapers whereby total 228 murder/attempted murder stories 

were published. In this highest percentage 59.6% (N=136) of murder/attempted murder 

stories has been published on fifth page number and lowest percentage 5.3% (N=12) of 

murder/attempted murder stories has been published on fourth page number. The crime 

of sexual offence received the second highest coverage in all the four newspapers 

whereby total is 172 sexual offences stories were published. In this, highest percentage 

50.6% (N=87) of sexual offence stories has been published on fifth page number and 

lowest percentage 6.4% (N=11) of sexual offence stories has been published on second or 

fourth. The crime of robbery/dacoity received the third highest coverage in all the four 

newspapers whereby total is 130 robbery/dacoity stories were published. In this, highest 

percentage 48.5% (N=63) of robbery/dacoity stories has been published on fifth page 

number and lowest percentage 11.5% (N=15) of robbery/dacoity stories has been 

published on first or second page number. The common results were that highest crime 

stories (N=714) have been published on fifth page number and secondly, crime stories 

(N=212) have been published on first page and thirdly crime stories (N=207) have been 

published on third page 

 

Table 3.11: Duration of Crime News in Newspapers 
 
 

Type of crimes reported in 
newspapers 

 

For last how many days this news is 
continuing 

Total 
1 to 2 
days 

3 to 4 
days 

5 to 6 
days 

7+days 
NA 

 

Economic crime 

2 1   38 41 

4.9% 2.4%   92.7% 100.0% 

Robbery/Dacoity 

18 8   104 130 

13.8% 6.2%   80.0% 100.0% 

Kidnapping/Extortion 

13 3 1 1 47 65 

20.0% 4.6% 1.5% 1.5% 72.3% 100.0% 

Sexual offence 

56 8 1 3 104 172 

32.6% 4.7% .6% 1.7% 60.5% 100.0% 

Eve-teasing 

    4 4 

    100.0% 100.0% 

Dowry harassment  2   24 26 
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 7.7%   92.3% 100.0% 

Juvenile Delinquency/Youth Crime 

 1   9 10 

 10.0%   90.0% 100.0% 

Communal riots/Caste riots 

3 1 1  18 23 

13.0% 4.3% 4.3%  78.3% 100.0% 

Organized crime 

9 2  1 20 32 

28.1% 6.3%  3.1% 62.5% 100.0% 

Corruption/Bribery 

5 1 1 1 44 52 

9.6% 1.9% 1.9% 1.9% 84.6% 100.0% 

Fraud/Scam 

9 3   51 63 

14.3% 4.8%   81.0% 100.0% 

Terrorism 

19 15 3  67 104 

18.3% 14.4% 2.9%  64.4% 100.0% 

Cyber crime/Internet 
Pornography 

    12 12 

    100.0% 100.0% 

Murder/Attempted Murder 

63 8  3 154 228 

27.6% 3.5%  1.3% 67.5% 100.0% 

Theft 
2 1   67 70 

2.9% 1.4%   95.7% 100.0% 

Human right violation news 

3 1   18 22 

13.6% 4.5%   81.8% 100.0% 

Ragging 

1    1 2 

50.0%    50.0% 100.0% 

Crime against women 

4 3  1 63 71 

5.6% 4.2%  1.4% 88.7% 100.0% 

MMS related crime 

    2 2 

    100.0% 100.0% 

Crime against children 

1 1   28 30 

3.3% 3.3%   93.3% 100.0% 

Drug related crime 

1   1 36 38 

2.6%   2.6% 94.7% 100.0% 

Suicide 

2 2 1  18 23 

8.7% 8.7% 4.3%  78.3% 100.0% 

Human Trafficking 

2  2  14 18 

11.1%  11.1%  77.8% 100.0% 

Police Violence 13 2 1  23 39 
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33.3% 5.1% 2.6%  59.0% 100.0% 

Any other 

2 3   63 68 

2.9% 4.4%   92.6% 100.0% 

Total 
228 66 11 11 1029 1345 

17.0% 4.9% .8% .8% 76.5% 100.0% 

 

Table 3.11 shows the duration of crime news continuing according to nature of crime 

news in the four newspapers under study. The crime of murder received the maximum 

coverage in all the four newspapers whereby total 228 murder/attempted murder stories 

were published for long duration period. In this highest percentage 27.6% (N=63) of 

murder/attempted murder stories has been published for 1 to 2 days of duration and 

lowest percentage 1.3% (N=3) of murder/attempted murder stories has been published for 

more than 6 days of duration. 

 

The crime of sexual offence received the second highest coverage in all the four 

newspapers whereby total is 172 sexual offences stories were published. In this, highest 

percentage 32.6% (N=56) of sexual offence stories has been published for 1 to 2 days of 

duration and lowest percentage .6% (N=1) of sexual offence stories has been published 

for 4 to 5 days of duration.  

 

The crime of robbery/dacoity received the third highest coverage in all the four 

newspapers whereby total is 130 robbery/dacoity stories were published. In this, highest 

percentage 13.8% (N=18) of robbery/dacoity stories has been published for 1 to 2 days of 

duration and lowest percentage 6.2% (N=8) of robbery/dacoity stories has been published 

for 3 to 4 days of duration. The results shows that highest crime stories have been 

published for the duration of 1 to 2 days period (N=228) whereas lowest crime stories 

have been published for the duration of 4 to 6 days period (N=11). 

 

Eve-teasing, Cyber crime/Internet pornography, drug related crime, theft, suicide, dowry 

harassment crime, economic crime, crime against children, human trafficking, human 

right violation crime, ragging and MMS related crimes didn’t covered repeatedly, this 
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trend shows that this type of crime has been not taken seriously by newspapers and public 

was also not aware of these type of 

 

Table 3.12: Presentation of Police Attitude in various Crime 

News 

Type of crimes reported in 
newspapers 
 

Police in crime news in newspaper 

Total Neutral 
views 

Positive 
views 

Negative 
views 

Any 
other 

N.A 
 

Economic crime 

32 3 3 2 1 41 

78.0% 7.3% 7.3% 4.9% 2.4% 100.0% 

Robbery/Dacoity 

109 6 13 1 1 130 

83.8% 4.6% 10.0% .8% .8% 100.0% 

Kidnapping/Extortion 

47 4 13  1 65 

72.3% 6.2% 20.0%  1.5% 100.0% 

Sexual offence 

128 4 34 3 3 172 

74.4% 2.3% 19.8% 1.7% 1.7% 100.0% 

Eve-teasing 

3  1   4 

75.0%  25.0%   100.0% 

Dowry harassment 

23 2 1   26 

88.5% 7.7% 3.8%   100.0% 

Juvenile Delinquency/Youth 
Crime 

10     10 

100.0%     100.0% 

Communal riots/Caste riots 

17  6   23 

73.9%  26.1%   100.0% 

Organized crime 

25 3 4   32 

78.1% 9.4% 12.5%   100.0% 

Corruption/Bribery 

31 3 13 5  52 

59.6% 5.8% 25.0% 9.6%  100.0% 

Fraud/Scam 

45 2 15 1  63 

71.4% 3.2% 23.8% 1.6%  100.0% 

Terrorism 

92 5 6 1  104 

88.5% 4.8% 5.8% 1.0%  100.0% 

Cyber crime/Internet 
pornography 

11    1 12 

91.7%    8.3% 100.0% 

Murder/Attempted Murder 197 8 18 4 1 228 
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86.4% 3.5% 7.9% 1.8% .4% 100.0% 

Theft 
60  10   70 

85.7%  14.3%   100.0% 

Human right violation news 

9  13   22 

40.9%  59.1%   100.0% 

Ragging 

1    1 2 

50.0%    50.0% 100.0% 

Crime against women 

54 2 14 1  71 

76.1% 2.8% 19.7% 1.4%  100.0% 

MMS related crime 

1    1 2 

50.0%    50.0% 100.0% 

Crime against children 

20 3 5 2  30 

66.7% 10.0% 16.7% 6.7%  100.0% 

Drug related crime 

26 7 2 3  38 

68.4% 18.4% 5.3% 7.9%  100.0% 

Suicide 

19  3 1  23 

82.6%  13.0% 4.3%  100.0% 

Human Trafficking 

8 3 4 1 2 18 

44.4% 16.7% 22.2% 5.6% 11.1% 100.0% 

Police Violence 

4  34 1  39 

10.3%  87.2% 2.6%  100.0% 

Any other 

23 7 22 12 4 68 

33.8% 10.3% 32.4% 17.6% 5.9% 100.0% 

Total 
995 62 234 38 16 1345 

74.0% 4.6% 17.4% 2.8% 1.2% 100.0% 

 
 

Table 3.12 shows the presentation of police attitude in newspaper according to nature of 

crime news in the 4 newspaper under study. 

 

The presentation of police attitude received the maximum coverage in murder/attempted 

murder stories whereby total 228 murder/attempted murder stories were published. In this 

highest percentage 86.4% (N=197) of neutral views of police attitude has been published 

in murder/attempted murder stories and lowest percentage 3.5% (N=8) of police received 

positive coverage in murder/attempted murder stories about there attitude.  
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The presentation of police attitude received the second highest coverage in sexual offence 

stories whereby total 172 sexual offence stories were published. In this highest 

percentage 74.4% (N=128) of neutral views of police attitude has been published in 

sexual offence stories and lowest percentage 2.3% (N=4) of police received positive 

coverage in sexual offence stories about there attitude.  

 

The presentation of police attitude received the third highest coverage in robbery/dacoity 

stories whereby total 130 robbery/dacoity stories were published. In this highest 

percentage 83.8% (N=109) of neutral views of police attitude has been published in 

robbery/dacoity stories and lowest percentage 4.6% (N=6) of police received positive 

coverage in robbery/dacoity stories about there attitude.  

 

The common results were that highest neutral police attitude (995) have been covered in 

crime stories in 4 newspaper whereas secondly, negative police attitude (N=234) have 

been covered in crime stories in 4 newspaper and out of this negative attitude police 

violence crime news 87.2% (N=34) received the maximum negative coverage and 

thirdly, positive police attitude (N=62) have been covered in crime stories in four 

newspapers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 3.13: Presentation of Police Response to Crime in                       

various Crime News 

 
Type of crimes 
reported in 

The police response when they get news about crime in any area 

Total Quickly 
reached 

Delayed 
in 

Didn't 
reach 

Reached 
in time 

Investigation 
started 

Any 
other 

N.A 
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newspapers to the 
crime 
scene 

reaching 
crime 
scene 

on 
the 

same 
day 

but 
didn't 
take 

sufficient 
action 

Economic crime 

21 2 3  12 2 1 41 

51.2% 4.9% 7.3%  29.3% 4.9% 2.4% 100.0% 

Robbery/Dacoity 

57 14 8  43 7 1 130 

43.8% 10.8% 6.2%  33.1% 5.4% .8% 100.0% 

Kidnapping/Extortion 

19 5 4 1 32 3 1 65 

29.2% 7.7% 6.2% 1.5% 49.2% 4.6% 1.5% 100.0% 

Sexual offence 

43 17 21 1 73 14 3 172 

25.0% 9.9% 12.2% .6% 42.4% 8.1% 1.7% 100.0% 

Eve-teasing 

1 1    2  4 

25.0% 25.0%    50.0%  100.0% 

Dowry harassment 

5 1   15 5  26 

19.2% 3.8%   57.7% 19.2%  100.0% 

Juvenile 
Delinquency/Youth 
Crime 

5 1   2 2  10 

50.0% 10.0%   20.0% 20.0%  100.0% 

Communal 
riots/Caste riots 

13 2 2  4 2  23 

56.5% 8.7% 8.7%  17.4% 8.7%  100.0% 

Organized crime 

22    7 3  32 

68.8%    21.9% 9.4%  100.0% 

Corruption/Bribery 

16 4 1 1 26 3 1 52 

30.8% 7.7% 1.9% 1.9% 50.0% 5.8% 1.9% 100.0% 

Fraud/Scam 

20 4 4 1 25 9  63 

31.7% 6.3% 6.3% 1.6% 39.7% 14.3%  100.0% 

Terrorism 

68 6 3  21 6  104 

65.4% 5.8% 2.9%  20.2% 5.8%  100.0% 

Cyber crime/Internet 
pornography 

1 1 3  7   12 

8.3% 8.3% 25.0%  58.3%   100.0% 

Murder/Attempted 
Murder 

89 41 28 1 53 14 2 228 

39.0% 18.0% 12.3% .4% 23.2% 6.1% .9% 100.0% 

Theft 
25 7 8 1 24 5  70 

35.7% 10.0% 11.4% 1.4% 34.3% 7.1%  100.0% 

Human right 
violation news 

3 2 5  7 5  22 

13.6% 9.1% 22.7%  31.8% 22.7%  100.0% 
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Ragging 

    1  1 2 

    50.0%  50.0% 100.0% 

Crime against 
women 

27 11 9  21 3  71 

38.0% 15.5% 12.7%  29.6% 4.2%  100.0% 

MMS related crime 

  1    1 2 

  50.0%    50.0% 100.0% 

Crime against 
children 

13 1 2  13 1  30 

43.3% 3.3% 6.7%  43.3% 3.3%  100.0% 

Drug related crime 

25  2  8 3  38 

65.8%  5.3%  21.1% 7.9%  100.0% 

Suicide 

6 2 2  11 2  23 

26.1% 8.7% 8.7%  47.8% 8.7%  100.0% 

Human Trafficking 

3 3   4 4 4 18 

16.7% 16.7%   22.2% 22.2% 22.2% 100.0% 

Police Violence 

9    12 18  39 

23.1%    30.8% 46.2%  100.0% 

Any other 

8 10 8  19 14 9 68 

11.8% 14.7% 11.8%  27.9% 20.6% 13.2% 100.0% 

Total 
499 135 114 6 440 127 24 1345 

37.1% 10.0% 8.5% .4% 32.7% 9.4% 1.8% 100.0% 

 

Table 3.13 shows the presentation of police response to crimes according to nature of 

crime news in the four newspapers under study. The presentation of police response 

received the maximum coverage in murder/attempted murder stories whereby total 228 

murder/attempted murder stories were published. In this highest percentage 39.0% 

(N=89) of police reached quickly to the crime scene has been published in 

murder/attempted murder stories and lowest percentage .4% (N=1) of police reached at 

time but did not take required sufficient action received coverage in murder/attempted 

murder stories about there response.  

 

The presentation of police response received the second highest coverage in sexual 

offence stories whereby total 172 sexual offence stories were published. In this highest 

percentage 42.4% (N=73) of police start investigation after reaching at crime scene has 

been published in sexual offence stories and lowest percentage .6% (N=1) of police 
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reached at time but did not take required sufficient action received coverage in sexual 

offence stories.  

 

The presentation of police response received the third highest coverage in 

robbery/dacoity stories whereby total 130 robbery/dacoity stories were published. In this 

highest percentage 43.8% (N=57) of police reached on time at crime scene has been 

published in robbery/dacoity stories and lowest percentage 6.2% (N=8) of police did not 

reach on the same day to crime scene received coverage in robbery/dacoity stories. The 

highest covered response in newspaper about police is that police quickly reached to the 

crime scene N=499 of crime whereas secondly, covered response in newspaper about 

police is that police start investigation after reaching at crime scene (N=440) and thirdly, 

covered response in newspaper about police is that police reach delayed at crime scene 

(N=135). 

 

Table 3.14: Presentation of Police Action on Crime in various 

Crime News 

Type of crimes 
reported in 
newspapers 

Police action on crime 

Total Didn't 
write 
FIR 

Twisted 
FIR 

Manipulated 
cases 

Implicated 
persons 

Wrote 
FIR 

Any 
other 

N.A 
 

Economic crime 

1 1 1  32 5 1 41 

2.4% 2.4% 2.4%  78.0% 12.2% 2.4% 100.0% 

Robbery/Dacoity 

1 1 9  115 3 1 130 

.8% .8% 6.9%  88.5% 2.3% .8% 100.0% 

Kidnapping/Extortion 

3 2 7  51 1 1 65 

4.6% 3.1% 10.8%  78.5% 1.5% 1.5% 100.0% 

Sexual offence 

14 2 20 1 128 5 2 172 

8.1% 1.2% 11.6% .6% 74.4% 2.9% 1.2% 100.0% 

Eve-teasing 

   1 3   4 

   25.0% 75.0%   100.0% 

Dowry harassment 

  1  25   26 

  3.8%  96.2%   100.0% 

Juvenile   1  7 2  10 
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Delinquency/Youth 
Crime 

  10.0%  70.0% 20.0%  100.0% 

Communal 
riots/Caste riots 

2  3  6 12  23 

8.7%  13.0%  26.1% 52.2%  100.0% 

Organized crime 

1  3  25 3  32 

3.1%  9.4%  78.1% 9.4%  100.0% 

Corruption/Bribery 

4  9 2 36 1  52 

7.7%  17.3% 3.8% 69.2% 1.9%  100.0% 

Fraud/Scam 

8 2 7  44 2  63 

12.7% 3.2% 11.1%  69.8% 3.2%  100.0% 

Terrorism 

  3  53 48  104 

  2.9%  51.0% 46.2%  100.0% 

Cyber crime/Internet 
pornography 

   1 10 1  12 

   8.3% 83.3% 8.3%  100.0% 

Murder/Attempted 
Murder 

8 4 11 4 194 5 2 228 

3.5% 1.8% 4.8% 1.8% 85.1% 2.2% .9% 100.0% 

Theft 
3  5  62   70 

4.3%  7.1%  88.6%   100.0% 

Human right 
violation news 

3 1 4 3 9 2  22 

13.6% 4.5% 18.2% 13.6% 40.9% 9.1%  100.0% 

Ragging 

    1 1  2 

    50.0% 50.0%  100.0% 

Crime against 
women 

4 3 8  55 1  71 

5.6% 4.2% 11.3%  77.5% 1.4%  100.0% 

MMS related crime 

    1  1 2 

    50.0%  50.0% 100.0% 

Crime against 
children 

1 1 1 2 24 1  30 

3.3% 3.3% 3.3% 6.7% 80.0% 3.3%  100.0% 

Drug related crime 

1  3  33 1  38 

2.6%  7.9%  86.8% 2.6%  100.0% 

Suicide 

2  1 1 18 1  23 

8.7%  4.3% 4.3% 78.3% 4.3%  100.0% 

Human Trafficking 

1 1 3  9 1 3 18 

5.6% 5.6% 16.7%  50.0% 5.6% 16.7% 100.0% 

Police Violence 

8 1 19 2 4 5  39 

20.5% 2.6% 48.7% 5.1% 10.3% 12.8%  100.0% 



 89 

Any other 

10 4 19 5 19 8 3 68 

14.7% 5.9% 27.9% 7.4% 27.9% 11.8% 4.4% 100.0% 

Total 
75 23 138 22 964 109 14 1345 

5.6% 1.7% 10.3% 1.6% 71.7% 8.1% 1.0% 100.0% 

 

 

Table 3.14 shows the presentation of police action on crime according to nature of crime 

news in the four newspapers under study. The police received the maximum coverage in 

murder/attempted murder stories whereby total 228 murder/attempted murder stories 

were published. In this highest percentage 85.1% (N=194) of police write FIR of the 

crime has been published in murder/attempted murder stories and lowest percentage 1.8% 

(N=4) of police write twisted FIR and implicates the persons in the crime received 

coverage in murder/attempted murder stories about there action.  

 

The police received the second highest coverage in sexual offence stories whereby total 

172 sexual offence stories were published. In this highest percentage 74.4% (N=128) of 

police write FIR of the crime has been published in sexual offence stories and lowest 

percentage .6% (N=1) of police implicates the person in the crime received coverage in 

sexual offence stories. The police received the third highest coverage in robbery/dacoity 

stories whereby total 130 robbery/dacoity stories were published. In this highest 

percentage 88.5% (N=115) of police wrote FIR of the crime has been published in 

robbery/dacoity stories and lowest percentage .8% (N=1) of police did not write FIR or 

write twisted FIR received coverage in robbery/dacoity stories. 

 

The total result shows that highest covered response in newspaper about police action is 

that police write FIR (N=964) of victims whereas secondly, covered response in 

newspaper about police action is that police manipulate cases of crimes (N=138) and 

thirdly, covered response in newspaper about police action is that police (N=109) did not 

take any action or made excuses about case solving. 

 

        Table 3.15: Presentation of Image about Police in Crime News 

Type of crimes 
reported in 

Police news in newspapers 
Total 

Police Police Police Human- Any N.A 
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newspapers 
 

misbehavior corruption image right 
violation 

by 
police 

other  

Economic crime  
5 4 3  21 8 41 

12.2% 9.8% 7.3%  51.2% 19.5% 100.0% 

Robbery/Dacoity 

12 25 21  48 24 130 

9.2% 19.2% 16.2%  36.9% 18.5% 100.0% 

Kidnapping/Extortion 

10 13 17  19 6 65 

15.4% 20.0% 26.2%  29.2% 9.2% 100.0% 

Sexual offence 

30 24 44 3 49 22 172 

17.4% 14.0% 25.6% 1.7% 28.5% 12.8% 100.0% 

Eve-teasing 

1 2 1    4 

25.0% 50.0% 25.0%    100.0% 

Dowry harassment 

4 2 3 1 11 5 26 

15.4% 7.7% 11.5% 3.8% 42.3% 19.2% 100.0% 

Juvenile 
Delinquency/Youth 
Crime 

  2  7 1 10 

  20.0%  70.0% 10.0% 100.0% 

Communal 
riots/Caste riots 

4 4 1 1 12 1 23 

17.4% 17.4% 4.3% 4.3% 52.2% 4.3% 100.0% 

Organized crime 

1 5 5 2 10 9 32 

3.1% 15.6% 15.6% 6.3% 31.3% 28.1% 100.0% 

Corruption/Bribery 

6 12 7 1 15 11 52 

11.5% 23.1% 13.5% 1.9% 28.8% 21.2% 100.0% 

Fraud/Scam 

3 12 11  27 10 63 

4.8% 19.0% 17.5%  42.9% 15.9% 100.0% 

Terrorism 

13 11 15 3 48 14 104 

12.5% 10.6% 14.4% 2.9% 46.2% 13.5% 100.0% 

Cyber crime/Internet 
pornography 

2 3   4 3 12 

16.7% 25.0%   33.3% 25.0% 100.0% 

Murder/Attempted 
Murder 

22 43 40 2 79 42 228 

9.6% 18.9% 17.5% .9% 34.6% 18.4% 100.0% 

Theft 
9 16 12 1 22 10 70 

12.9% 22.9% 17.1% 1.4% 31.4% 14.3% 100.0% 

Human right violation 
news 

4 2 6 6 4  22 

18.2% 9.1% 27.3% 27.3% 18.2%  100.0% 

Ragging  1  1   2 
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 50.0%  50.0%   100.0% 

Crime against women 

12 10 13 2 26 8 71 

16.9% 14.1% 18.3% 2.8% 36.6% 11.3% 100.0% 

MMS related crime 

    1 1 2 

    50.0% 50.0% 100.0% 

Crime against 
children 

 9 3 1 14 3 30 

 30.0% 10.0% 3.3% 46.7% 10.0% 100.0% 

Drug related crime 

2 4 6  18 8 38 

5.3% 10.5% 15.8%  47.4% 21.1% 100.0% 

Suicide 

1 3 6  11 2 23 

4.3% 13.0% 26.1%  47.8% 8.7% 100.0% 

Human Trafficking 

2 2 3 2 3 6 18 

11.1% 11.1% 16.7% 11.1% 16.7% 33.3% 100.0% 

Police Violence 

16 3 9 10 1  39 

41.0% 7.7% 23.1% 25.6% 2.6%  100.0% 

Any other 

5 6 29 6 14 8 68 

7.4% 8.8% 42.6% 8.8% 20.6% 11.8% 100.0% 

Total 
164 216 257 42 464 202 1345 

12.2% 16.1% 19.1% 3.1% 34.5% 15.0% 100.0% 

 

 

Table 3.15 shows the police image in crime news according to nature of crime news in 

the four newspapers under study. The crime of murder received the maximum coverage 

in all the four newspapers whereby total 228 murder/attempted murder stories were 

published. In this highest percentage 18.9% (N=43) of police corruption image has been 

published in murder/attempted murder stories and lowest percentage .9% (N=2) of human 

right violation by police has been published in murder/attempted murder stories.  

 

The crime of sexual offence received the second highest coverage in all the four 

newspapers whereby total is 172 sexual offences stories were published. In this, highest 

percentage 25.6% (N=44) of bad police image has been published in sexual offence 

stories and lowest percentage 1.7% (N=3) of human right violation by police has been 

published in sexual offence stories. The crime of robbery/dacoity received the third 

highest coverage in all the four newspapers whereby total is 130 robbery/dacoity stories 

were published. In this, highest percentage 19.2% (N=25) of police corruption image has 
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been published in robbery/dacoity stories and lowest percentage 9.2% (N=12) of police 

misbehavior has been published in robbery/dacoity stories. 

 

 The results shows that in highest crime stories police image (N=257) was not good and 

they try to manipulate cases or take bribe and influence cases, secondly, police corruption 

(N=216) related crime stories has been published and thirdly, police misbehavior 

(N=164) related crime stories has been published. 

 

 

Table 3.16: Presentation of Police Behavior with Victims in Crime News 

Type of crimes reported in 
newspapers 

Police handling of victims 

Total 
With 

attention 
and 

sympathy 

Indifferent 
Negligent 

and 
Uncaring 

Any 
other 

N.A 
 

Economic crime 

5 3 3 21 9 41 

12.2% 7.3% 7.3% 51.2% 22.0% 100.0% 

Robbery/Dacoity 

21 32 17 59 1 130 

16.2% 24.6% 13.1% 45.4% .8% 100.0% 

Kidnapping/Extortion 

26 8 12 17 2 65 

40.0% 12.3% 18.5% 26.2% 3.1% 100.0% 

Sexual offence 

24 53 31 63 1 172 

14.0% 30.8% 18.0% 36.6% .6% 100.0% 

Eve-teasing 

1 1 2   4 

25.0% 25.0% 50.0%   100.0% 

Dowry harassment 

9 4 3 10  26 

34.6% 15.4% 11.5% 38.5%  100.0% 

Juvenile Delinquency/Youth 
Crime 

2 2 1 5  10 

20.0% 20.0% 10.0% 50.0%  100.0% 

Communal riots/Caste riots 

3 4 6 10  23 

13.0% 17.4% 26.1% 43.5%  100.0% 

Organized crime 

2 2 6 18 4 32 

6.3% 6.3% 18.8% 56.3% 12.5% 100.0% 

Corruption/Bribery 

14 8 8 19 3 52 

26.9% 15.4% 15.4% 36.5% 5.8% 100.0% 
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Fraud/Scam 

13 9 8 33  63 

20.6% 14.3% 12.7% 52.4%  100.0% 

Terrorism 

35 7 7 49 6 104 

33.7% 6.7% 6.7% 47.1% 5.8% 100.0% 

Cyber crime/Internet 
pornography 

4  2 6  12 

33.3%  16.7% 50.0%  100.0% 

Murder/Attempted Murder 

27 15 32 150 4 228 

11.8% 6.6% 14.0% 65.8% 1.8% 100.0% 

Theft 
9 12 12 34 3 70 

12.9% 17.1% 17.1% 48.6% 4.3% 100.0% 

Human right violation news 

2 4 13 3  22 

9.1% 18.2% 59.1% 13.6%  100.0% 

Ragging 

1    1 2 

50.0%    50.0% 100.0% 

Crime against women 

6 5 13 47  71 

8.5% 7.0% 18.3% 66.2%  100.0% 

MMS related crime 

   1 1 2 

   50.0% 50.0% 100.0% 

Crime against children 

10 2 5 13  30 

33.3% 6.7% 16.7% 43.3%  100.0% 

Drug related crime 

2 1 4 11 20 38 

5.3% 2.6% 10.5% 28.9% 52.6% 100.0% 

Suicide 

2 1 4 16  23 

8.7% 4.3% 17.4% 69.6%  100.0% 

Human Trafficking 

4  5 5 4 18 

22.2%  27.8% 27.8% 22.2% 100.0% 

Police Violence 

 2 35 2  39 

 5.1% 89.7% 5.1%  100.0% 

Any other 

 5 20 27 16 68 

 7.4% 29.4% 39.7% 23.5% 100.0% 

Total 
251 151 249 619 75 1345 

18.6% 11.2% 18.5% 46.0% 5.6% 100.0% 

 

Table 3.16 shows the presentation of police behavior with victims of crime according to 

nature of crime news in the four newspapers under study. The presentation of police 
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negligent and uncaring behavior received the maximum coverage in murder/attempted 

murder stories whereby total 228 murder/attempted murder stories were published.  

 

In this highest percentage 14% (N=32) of negligent and uncaring police behavior with 

victims has been received coverage in murder/attempted murder stories and lowest 

percentage 6.6% (N=15) of indifferent police behavior with victims has been received 

coverage in murder/attempted murder stories about there behavior. The presentation of 

indifferent police behavior received the second highest coverage in sexual offence stories 

whereby total 172 sexual offence stories were published. In this highest percentage 

30.8% (N=53) of indifferent police behavior with victims has been received coverage in 

sexual offence stories and lowest percentage 14% (N=24) of attention and sympathy with 

victims of police behavior has been received coverage in sexual offence stories.  

 

The presentation of indifferent police behavior received the third highest coverage in 

robbery/dacoity stories whereby total 130 robbery/dacoity stories were published. In this 

highest percentage 24.6% (N=32) of indifferent police behavior with victims has been 

received coverage in robbery/dacoity stories and lowest percentage 13.1% (N=17) of 

negligent and uncaring police behavior with victims has been received coverage in 

robbery/dacoity stories. 

 

 The total result show that presentation of police behavior in crime stories with victims as 

sympathetic and attentive (N=251), secondly police behavior with victims has been 

negligent and uncaring (N=249) and thirdly, police behavior with victims has been 

indifferent (N=151). 

 

 

Table 3.17: Presentation of Victims in Crime News 

Type of crimes 
reported in 
newspapers 

The victim in crime news 

Total 
Male Female Children 

Young 
Adults 

Juveniles 
Old 

People 
Any 

others 
N.A 

 

Economic crime 

5     2 29 5 41 

12.2%     4.9% 70.7% 12.2% 100.0% 
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Robbery/Dacoity 

45 13 1 1  7 61 2 130 

34.6% 10.0% .8% .8%  5.4% 46.9% 1.5% 100.0% 

Kidnapping/Extortion 

23 8 5 21   8  65 

35.4% 12.3% 7.7% 32.3%   12.3%  100.0% 

Sexual offence 

6 84 10 51  3 17 1 172 

3.5% 48.8% 5.8% 29.7%  1.7% 9.9% .6% 100.0% 

Eve-teasing 

 1  2   1  4 

 25.0%  50.0%   25.0%  100.0% 

Dowry harassment 

 25     1  26 

 96.2%     3.8%  100.0% 

Juvenile 
Delinquency/Youth 
Crime 

3  1 3 1  2  10 

30.0%  10.0% 30.0% 10.0%  20.0%  100.0% 

Communal 
riots/Caste riots 

      23  23 

      100.0%  100.0% 

Organized crime 

4 2     22 4 32 

12.5% 6.3%     68.8% 12.5% 100.0% 

Corruption/Bribery 

19 1   1  30 1 52 

36.5% 1.9%   1.9%  57.7% 1.9% 100.0% 

Fraud/Scam 

7 2  3  1 49 1 63 

11.1% 3.2%  4.8%  1.6% 77.8% 1.6% 100.0% 

Terrorism 

8 2   1  90 3 104 

7.7% 1.9%   1.0%  86.5% 2.9% 100.0% 

Cyber crime/Internet 
pornography 

2 2     8  12 

16.7% 16.7%     66.7%  100.0% 

Murder/Attempted 
Murder 

154 9 3 7 1 16 36 2 228 

67.5% 3.9% 1.3% 3.1% .4% 7.0% 15.8% .9% 100.0% 

Theft 
19 2     49  70 

27.1% 2.9%     70.0%  100.0% 

Human right 
violation news 

5 5  5  1 6  22 

22.7% 22.7%  22.7%  4.5% 27.3%  100.0% 

Ragging 

   2     2 

   100.0%     100.0% 

Crime against 
women 

2 54  6  8 1  71 

2.8% 76.1%  8.5%  11.3% 1.4%  100.0% 

MMS related crime 

 1  1     2 

 50.0%  50.0%     100.0% 
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Crime against 
children 

  21 9     30 

  70.0% 30.0%     100.0% 

Drug related crime 

2   2   15 19 38 

5.3%   5.3%   39.5% 50.0% 100.0% 

Suicide 

4 11  6   2  23 

17.4% 47.8%  26.1%   8.7%  100.0% 

Human Trafficking 

2 2 1 2   8 3 18 

11.1% 11.1% 5.6% 11.1%   44.4% 16.7% 100.0% 

Police Violence 

11 2  6   20  39 

28.2% 5.1%  15.4%   51.3%  100.0% 

Any other 

3      46 19 68 

4.4%      67.6% 27.9% 100.0% 

Total 
324 226 42 127 4 38 524 60 1345 

24.1% 16.8% 3.1% 9.4% .3% 2.8% 39.0% 4.5% 100.0% 

 
 
 

Table 3.17 shows the victims involved in crime news according to nature of crime news 

in the four newspapers under study. The presentation of male victims received the 

maximum coverage in murder/attempted murder stories whereby total 228 

murder/attempted murder stories were published. In this highest percentage 67.5% 

(N=154) of male victims has been received coverage in murder/attempted murder stories 

and lowest percentage .4% (N=1) of juvenile victims has been received coverage in 

murder/attempted murder stories.  

 

The presentation of female victims received the second highest coverage in sexual 

offence stories whereby total 172 sexual offence stories were published. In this highest 

percentage 48.8% (N=84) of female victims has been received coverage in sexual offence 

stories and lowest percentage 1.7% (N=3) of old age victims has been received coverage 

in sexual offence stories.  

 

The presentation of male victims received the third highest coverage in robbery/dacoity 

stories whereby total 130 robbery/dacoity stories were published. In this highest 

percentage 34.6% (N=45) of male victims has been received coverage in robbery/dacoity 

stories and lowest percentage .8% (N=1) of children and young victims has been received 
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coverage in robbery/dacoity stories. The total result show that male victims (N=324) have 

been received highest coverage, secondly female victims (N=226) have been received 

coverage and thirdly, young victims (N=127) have been received coverage. 

 

Table 3.18: Presentation of Victims Status in Crime News According to 

newspapers 

Victim comes from 
which status 

Name of newspaper 

Total Times of 
India 

The Indian 
Express 

Dainik 
Bhaskar 

Navbharat 
 

Lower class 

38 34 122 119 313 

12.1% 10.9% 39.0% 38.0% 100.0% 

Middle class 

121 61 122 102 406 

29.8% 15.0% 30.0% 25.1% 100.0% 

Upper class 

28 14 34 24 100 

28.0% 14.0% 34.0% 24.0% 100.0% 

High-profile 

5 15 5 1 26 

19.2% 57.7% 19.2% 3.8% 100.0% 

Others 

86 90 66 88 330 

26.1% 27.3% 20.0% 26.7% 100.0% 

N.A. 
32 38 59 41 170 

18.8% 22.4% 34.7% 24.1% 100.0% 

Total 
310 252 408 375 1345 

23.0% 18.7% 30.3% 27.9% 100.0% 

 
 

Table 3.18 shows the status of victims of crime news published per day in the four 

newspapers under study.  

The middle class victims related crime news received the maximum coverage in all the 

four newspaper whereby total 406 of middle class victims crime stories were published 

during the period of six months. In this highest percentage 30% (N=122) of middle class 

victims related crime news has been published in Dainik Bhaskar and lowest percentage 

15% (N=61) of middle class victims related crime news has been published in The Indian 

Express.  
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The lower class victims related crime news received the second highest coverage in all 

the four newspaper whereby total 313 of lower class victims related crime stories were 

published. In this highest percentage 39% (N=122) of lower class victims related crime 

news has been published in Dainik Bhaskar and lowest percentage 10.9% (N=34) of 

lower class victims related crime news has been published in The Indian Express. 

 

 The upper class victims related crime news received the third highest coverage in all the 

four newspaper whereby total 100 of upper class victims related crime stories were 

published. In this highest percentage 34% (N=34) of upper class victims related news has 

been published in Dainik Bhaskar and lowest percentage 14% (N=14) of upper class 

victims related crime news has been published in The Indian Express.  

 

The total results shows that highest victims related crime news published in Dainik 

Bhaskar (N=408) and secondly, victims related crime news published in Navbharat 

(N=375) and thirdly, victims related crime news published in Times of India (N=310). 

 

Table 3.19: Presentation of Nature of Victims Loss in Crime News in 

Newspapers 

Nature of loss reporting 

Name of newspaper 

Total Times 
of India 

The Indian 
Express 

Dainik 
Bhaskar 

Navbharat 
 

Physical loss 

41 50 38 33 162 

25.3% 30.9% 23.5% 20.4% 100.0% 

Emotional loss 

63 54 97 113 327 

19.3% 16.5% 29.7% 34.6% 100.0% 

Property loss 

40 24 22 47 133 

30.1% 18.0% 16.5% 35.3% 100.0% 

Financial/Economic loss 

64 36 87 57 244 

26.2% 14.8% 35.7% 23.4% 100.0% 

Any other loss 

34 25 41 31 131 

26.0% 
19 

.1% 
31.3% 23.7% 100.0% 

N.A. 68 63 123 94 348 
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19.5% 18.1% 35.3% 27.0% 100.0% 

Total 
310 252 408 375 1345 

23.0% 18.7% 30.3% 27.9% 100.0% 

 
 
 

Table 3.19 shows the nature of victims loss in crime news published per day in the four 

newspapers under study.  

 

The emotional loss related crime news received the maximum coverage in all the four 

newspaper whereby total 327 of emotional loss related crime stories were published 

during the period of six months. In this highest percentage 34.6% (N=113) of emotional 

loss related crime news has been published in Navbharat and lowest percentage 16.5% 

(N=54) of emotional loss related crime news has been published in The Indian Express.  

 

The Financial/Economic loss related crime news received the second highest coverage in 

all the four newspaper whereby total 244 of Financial/Economic loss related crime stories 

were published. In this highest percentage 35.7% (N=87) of Financial/Economic loss 

related crime news has been published in Dainik Bhaskar and lowest percentage 14.8% 

(N=36) of Financial/Economic loss related crime news has been published in The Indian 

Express.  

 

The physical loss related crime news received the third highest coverage in all the four 

newspaper whereby total 162 of physical loss related crime stories were published. In this 

highest percentage 30.9% (N=50) of physical loss related crime news has been published 

in The Indian Express and lowest percentage 20.4% (N=33) of physical loss related news 

has been published in Navbharat. The total results shows that highest victim’s related 

news published in Dainik Bhaskar (N=408) and secondly, victim’s related news 

published in Navbharat (N=375) and thirdly, victim’s related news published in Times of 

India (N=310). 

 

Table 3.20: Presentation of Crime prevention and Detection Technology 

in Crime News 
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Crime prevention and detection 

technology 

 

Name of newspapers 

Total Times 
of 

India 

The Indian 
Express 

Dainik 
Bhaskar 

Navbharat 
 

New methods 

 1 2  3 

 33.3% 66.7%  100.0% 

New techniques 

10 43 20 19 92 

10.9% 46.7% 21.7% 20.7% 100.0% 

Instruments invent used for crime 
prevention/detection 

  1 2 3 

  33.3% 66.7% 100.0% 

Any other 

201 87 8 109 405 

49.6% 21.5% 2.0% 26.9% 100.0% 

N.A. 
99 121 377 245 842 

11.8% 14.4% 44.8% 29.1% 100.0% 

Total 
310 252 408 375 1345 

23.0% 18.7% 30.3% 27.9% 100.0% 

 

Table 3.20 shows the crime prevention and detection technology in crime news published 

per day in the four newspapers under study.  

The new techniques related crime news received the maximum coverage in all the four 

newspaper whereby total 92 of new techniques related crime stories were published 

during the period of six months. In this highest percentage 46.7% (N=43) of new 

techniques related crime news has been published in The Indian Express and lowest 

percentage 10.9% (N=10) of new techniques related crime news has been published in 

Times of India.  

 

The new methods and instruments used for crime prevention/detection technology related 

crime news received the second highest coverage in all the four newspaper whereby total 

3 of new methods and instruments used for crime prevention/detection technology related 

crime stories were published. In this highest percentage 66.7% (N=2) of new methods 

related crime news has been published in Dainik Bhaskar and lowest percentage 33.3% 

(N=1) of new methods related crime news has been published in The Indian Express and 

highest percentage 66.7% (N=2) of instruments used for crime prevention/detection 

technology related crime news has been published in Navbharat and lowest percentage 
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33.3% (N=1) of instruments used for crime prevention/detection technology related news 

has been published in Dainik Bhaskar.  

 

The results shows that Times of India and The Indian Express did not published any news 

related to instruments used for crime prevention/detection technology and secondly, 

Times of India and Navbharat did not published any news related to new methods. 

 

Table 3.21: Presentation of Criminal Justice Administration in Crime      

News in Newspapers 

News related to criminal 
justice administration 

Name of newspapers 

Total 
Times of India 

The Indian 
Express 

Dainik 
Bhaskar 

Navbharat 
 

Court 
54 58 51 44 207 

26.1% 28.0% 24.6% 21.3% 100.0% 

Police 
 1 2  3 

 33.3% 66.7%  100.0% 

Prison 
  5 2 7 

  71.4% 28.6% 100.0% 

N. A. 256 193 350 329 1128 

Total 
310 252 408 375 1345 

23.0% 18.7% 30.3% 27.9% 100.0% 

 

Table 3.21 shows the news related to criminal justice administration in crime news 

published per day in the four newspapers under study. The court related crime news 

received the maximum coverage in all the four newspaper whereby total 207 of court 

related crime stories were published during the period of six months. In this highest 

percentage 28% (N=58) of court related crime news has been published in The Indian 

Express and lowest percentage 21.3% (N=44) of court related crime news has been 

published in Navbharat.  

 

The prison related crime news received the second highest coverage in all the four 

newspaper whereby total 7 of prison related crime stories were published. In this highest 
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percentage 71.4% (N=5) of prison related crime news has been published in Dainik 

Bhaskar and lowest percentage 28.6% (N=2) of prison related crime news has been 

published in Navbharat. The police related crime news received the third highest 

coverage in all the four newspaper whereby total 3 of police related crime stories were 

published. In this highest percentage 66.7% (N=2) of police related crime news has been 

published in Dainik Bhaskar and lowest percentage 33.3% (N=1) of police related news 

has been published in The Indian Express. The result shows that prison related news has 

been not published in The Indian Express and Times of India and secondly, police related 

news has been not published in Times of India and Navbharat. 

 

Table 3.22: Presentation of Correctional Administration in Crime News 

in Newspapers 

 

News related to 
correctional 
administration 

Name of newspapers 

Total Times of 
India 

The Indian 
Express 

Dainik 
Bhaskar 

Navbharat 
 

Jail 

10 7 15 22 54 

18.5% 13.0% 27.8% 40.7% 100.0% 

Juvenile institutions 

  1 3 4 

  25.0% 75.0% 100.0% 

Any other 

1    1 

100.0%    100.0% 

N.A. 299 245 392 350 1286 

Total 
310 252 408 375 1345 

23.0% 18.7% 30.3% 27.9% 100.0% 

 

Table 3.22 shows the news related to correctional administration in crime news published 

per day in the four newspapers under study. The jail related news received the maximum 

coverage in all the four newspaper whereby total 54 of jail related news stories were 

published during the period of six months. In this highest percentage 40.7% (N=22) of 

jail related news has been published in Navbharat and lowest percentage 13% (N=7) of 

jail related crime news has been published in The Indian Express. The Juvenile 
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institutions related crime news received the second highest coverage in all the four 

newspaper whereby total 4 of Juvenile institutions related crime stories were published. 

In this highest percentage 75% (N=3) of Juvenile institutions related crime news has been 

published in Navbharat and lowest percentage 25% (N=1) of Juvenile institutions related 

crime news has been published in Dainik Bhaskar. The result shows that Juvenile 

institutions related news has been not published in The Indian Express and Times of India 

and secondly, any other correctional related news (parole, community services and 

probation) has been not published in The Indian Express, Dainik Bhaskar and Navbharat. 

 

Hypotheses: 

Hypothesis 1:  Coverage of crime news in the newspapers varies in 

accordance with nature of crime. 

The coverage of crime news in the media i.e. the 4 newspapers is displayed in table 1.1 

the variance in the coverage of crime news has been shown in the results which support 

the Hypothesis. 

 

Pearson’s chi-square test of association, 0.05 significance level 

Outcome:  X2=335.270, df=72; p=0.000 

The relationship between the nature of crime news and newspapers’ coverage is 

significant. Thus the hypotheses that coverage of crime news in the media varies in 

accordance with nature of crime is accepted. 

 

 
Hypothesis 2: Manner of crime reporting in newspapers is sensational 

rather than objective. 

The topics regarding manner of crime reporting in newspapers is displayed in Table 1.2. 

The patterns of the various forms of contents given to crime news by different 

newspapers have been discussed in the results which support the hypothesis. 

 

Pearson’s chi-square test of association, 0.05 significance level 
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Outcome:  X2= 268.497, df=12; p=0.000 

The relationship between the content of crime news and newspaper coverage is 

significant. Thus the hypotheses that manner of crime reporting in media is sensational 

rather than objective. 

 
Hypothesis 3: News items pertaining to high profile persons receive 

priority and increased coverage in the newspapers. 

The topics regarding coverage of crime news according to the status of persons (accused) 

involved in crime news is displayed in Table 1.3. The patterns of coverage of crime news 

on the basis of the status of the persons (accused) involved in crime news does not 

support the hypothesis that news items pertaining to high profile persons receive priority 

and increased coverage in the media. 

 

Pearson’s chi-square test of association, 0.05 significance level 

Outcome:  X2= 63.913, df=21; p=21 

The relationship between the status of the persons (accused) involved in crime news and 

newspaper coverage is not significant. Thus the hypothesis that news items pertaining to 

high profile persons receive priority and increased coverage in the media is rejected. 

 
 

Hypothesis 4: Regional newspapers tend to sensationalize crime news in 

greater degree than the national newspaper. 

The topics regarding patterns of coverage of crime news by national and regional 

newspapers and their sensational representation is displayed in table1.2. The patterns of 

coverage of the sensational representation of crime news by the national and regional 

newspapers have been discussed in the results which support the hypothesis that Regional 

newspapers tend to sensationalize crime news in greater degree than the national 

newspaper. 

 

Pearson’s chi-square test of association, 0.05 significance level 

Outcome:  X2= 268.497, df=12; p=0.000 
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The relationship between the sensational representation of crime news and regional status 

of newspapers is significant. Thus the hypothesis that Regional newspapers tend to 

sensationalize crime news in greater degree than the national newspaper is accepted. 

 

 

Hypothesis 5: Police receives negative coverage in the newspapers. 

The topic regarding representation of police in crime news is displayed in Table1.15. The 

patterns of the representations of police in crime news have been discussed in the results 

which support the hypothesis that Police receives negative coverage in the media. 

 

Pearson’s chi-square test of association, 0.05 significance level 

Outcome:  X2= 343.922, df=120; p=0.000 

The relationship between the representation of police and newspaper coverage is 

significant. Thus the hypothesis that police receives negative coverage in the newspapers 

is accepted. 

 

Hypothesis 6: News item relating to innovation in crime detection and 

crime prevention technology get limited coverage in the newspapers. 

The topic regarding the newspaper coverage of item relating to innovation in crime 

detection and crime prevention technology is depicted in table 1.20. The patterns 

regarding the newspaper coverage of item relating to innovation in crime detection and 

crime prevention technology has been discussed in the results which support the 

hypothesis that news item relating to innovation in crime detection and crime prevention 

technology get limited coverage in the media. 

 

Pearson’s chi-square test of association, 0.05 significance level 

Outcome:  X2= 401.200, df=12; p=0.000 

The relationship between the news item relating to innovation in crime detection and 

crime prevention technology and the newspaper coverage is significant. Thus the 

hypothesis that news item relating to innovation in crime detection and crime prevention 

technology get limited coverage in the media is accepted. 
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Hypothesis 7: News relating to crime victim and their welfare do not 

receive enough attention in the newspapers. 

The topic regarding the newspaper coverage regarding representation of crime victims 

and their welfare is displayed in table 1.17. The patterns of newspaper coverage 

regarding representation of crime victims and their welfare has been discussed in results 

which support the hypothesis that news relating to crime victim and their welfare do not 

receive enough attention. 

 

Pearson’s chi-square test of association, 0.05 significance level 

Outcome:  X2= 67.600, df=21; p=0.000 

The relationship between the representation of victims in crime news and newspaper 

coverage is significant. Thus the hypothesis that news relating to crime victim and their 

welfare do not receive enough attention is significant. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   CHAPTER 4 

` 

Crime News in Electronic Media 
 

The present chapter includes the results of the analytical study on crime news in 

electronic media i.e. News Channel. In this chapter the findings have been presented and 

analyzed using frequencies and percentages. The present chapter is based on the content 

analysis of the crime news of two major News Channels i.e. Aajtak and Star news. Other 

news channels have also been covered under the category of others. The discussion on 
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the results has been initiated with the descriptive statistical analysis of the data which will 

cover the objectives of the present study. It will also help in proving that whether the 

hypotheses set can be accepted as true or they should be refuted. 

                              

As stated in the previous chapter on the Crime News in Electronic Media earlier studies 

on the representation of crime news in media are usually descriptive in nature, i.e., they 

addressed questions such as how various elements of crime news were the focus of news 

reports and in what types of topic. Similar is the case with the crime news in electronic 

media where the earlier studies on this theme are very selective and does not provide a 

comprehensive picture of the representation of crime events as the present study.  

Therefore the question of how thoroughly the news media report crimes, what are the 

patterns of coverage, content, manner and frequencies of reporting crime news, how the 

image of police and other elements of Criminal Justice System is represented and above 

all, how the victims of the crime events are reported by the electronic media are the focus 

of this chapter. 

 

Analysis Plan 

The proposed research consists of observation, analysis and interpretation of crime news, 

on crime news programmes broadcast on news channels i.e. Aajtak and Star news. Broad 

and large samples of news coverage of crime news have been analyzed for this research, 

including 2 major news channels of the country. The data have been collected through a 

pre-structured observation inventory specifically devised for the study. The news 

contents for this research cover the period of 4 months (181 days). During this period, 

each crime news figuring in the sampled news channels have been examined on a daily 

basis. Overall, the study examined 629 crime news of 2 news channels which 

establishes it as one of the largest empirical analysis of crime news coverage. Based 

on considerations of broad geographical diversity as well as diversity of ownership, 

2 major news channels of the country have been selected for inclusion. The news 

channels included in the study are:  
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SAMPLE: 

 

S.NO.      NAME  OF  NEWS  CHANNELS 

1.     Star news channel 

2.     Aajtak news channel 

 

The study resulted in a population of selective 629 crime news stories which have 

appeared in two news channels during the period of 4 months (181 days).  The sample 

included 356 crime news in Star news channels and 273 crime news in Aajtak news 

channel. 

 

The objectives of the present analysis of the crime news appeared in the 

abovementioned two news channels are manifold which can be summarized as 

follows: 

 

1.  To analyse the content of crime news in electronic media. 

2. To study the coverage of crime news in news channels. 

3. To analyse the frequency of crime news in the news channels. 

4. To analyse the manner of reporting and presentation in various news channels. 

5. To study the priority, location and duration of crime news in the news channels. 

6. To study the projection of police in crime news in news channels. 

7. To study news about crime prevention and detection technology. 

8. To examine the nature and pattern of coverage concerning crime victims in news 

channels. 

 

Descriptive Measures 

 

Each news story has been analyzed on a number of descriptive measures, including news 

length; frequency of coverage (no. of times a particular variety of crime is presented in 

news channels), content, manner of presentation, duration of time of various types of 
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crimes (including 26 types of crimes), average time of per crime story, frequency of 

different crime news in a day in news channels; type of news covered in news channels; 

person involved in crime news covered and name of crime programme. 

 

In addition, data were collected about the presentation on police in crime news i.e. 

portrayal of police images, its attitude, response, action, case handling in various types of 

crimes and impact of crime news on victim by police. The presentation of victim’s status 

and their loss in various types of crime news is also studied. At the same time 

presentation of crime prevention and detection technology in news channels is also 

studied. 

 

Finally, presentation of Criminal Justice Administration in crime news i.e. frequency of 

the appearance of various organs of Criminal Justice Administration in crime news, case 

processing appearing in crime news. 

 

Findings 

The starting point for assessing the news media’s coverage of crime news is to examine 

the frequency with which different variety of crimes is reported in the two news channels. 

From an overall perspective, 629 news stories were identified during the period of 4 

months (181 days) analyzed. The findings are displayed in Tables below followed by 

the discussion on significant results: 

Table 4.1: Average Time Slots of Various Types of Crimes 

 

Type of Crime story in programme 

Average time per Story 

Total 
0-5min 

6-
10min 

11-
15min 

16-
20min 

21+ 
 

Economic crime 

8 7 1  1 17 

47.1% 41.2% 5.9%  5.9% 100.0% 

Robbery / Dacoity 

20 13 1  3 37 

54.1% 35.1% 2.7%  8.1% 100.0% 

Kidnapping / Extortion 

25 31 1  3 60 

41.7% 51.7% 1.7%  5.0% 100.0% 
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Sexual offence 

26 24 6 2 6 64 

40.6% 37.5% 9.4% 3.1% 9.4% 100.0% 

Eve-teasing 

 1    1 

 100.0%    100.0% 

Dowry harassment 

22 9 1  1 33 

66.7% 27.3% 3.0%  3.0% 100.0% 

Juvenile Delinquency/Youth Crime 

 2   3 5 

 40.0%   60.0% 100.0% 

Communal riots/Caste riots 

    1 1 

    100.0% 100.0% 

Organized crime 

2 3 1 2  8 

25.0% 37.5% 12.5% 25.0%  100.0% 

Corruption/Bribery 

7 3 1  2 13 

53.8% 23.1% 7.7%  15.4% 100.0% 

Scam/Fraud 

26 24    50 

52.0% 48.0%    100.0% 

Terrorism 

 4 2  2 8 

 50.0% 25.0%  25.0% 100.0% 

Cyber crime/Internet pornography 

2 1 1  2 6 

33.3% 16.7% 16.7%  33.3% 100.0% 

Murder/Attempted Murder 

64 49 6  15 134 

47.8% 36.6% 4.5%  11.2% 100.0% 

Theft 
15 9 1   25 

60.0% 36.0% 4.0%   100.0% 

Human right violation news 

6 4  1 1 12 

50.0% 33.3%  8.3% 8.3% 100.0% 

Ragging 

1     1 

100.0%     100.0% 

Crime against women 

35 21 7 1 6 70 

50.0% 30.0% 10.0% 1.4% 8.6% 100.0% 

MMS related crime 

5     5 

100.0%     100.0% 

Crime against children 

21 5 2  2 30 

70.0% 16.7% 6.7%  6.7% 100.0% 

Drug related crime 

1  1   2 

50.0%  50.0%   100.0% 
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Suicide 

15 7 1   23 

65.2% 30.4% 4.3%   100.0% 

Human Trafficking 

2     2 

100.0%     100.0% 

Police Violence 

5 6 1  1 13 

38.5% 46.2% 7.7%  7.7% 100.0% 

Others 

2 4 1 1 1 9 

22.2% 44.4% 11.1% 11.1% 11.1% 100.0% 

Total 
310 227 35 7 50 629 

49.3% 36.1% 5.6% 1.1% 7.9% 100.0% 

 

Table 4.1 shows the average time slots of various types of crimes in the two news 

channels under study. The crime of murder received the maximum average time per 

story coverage in the 2 news channels whereby total 134 murder/attempted murder news 

stories were covered for different time period. In this highest percentage 47.8% (N=64) 

of murder/attempted murder news stories has been covered for 5 minutes and lowest 

percentage 11.2% (N=15) of murder/attempted murder news stories has been covered for 

more than 21 minutes. 

 

 The crime against women news stories received the second highest average time per 

story coverage in the 2 news channels whereby total is 70 crime against women news 

stories were covered for different time period. In this, highest percentage 50% (N=35) of 

crime against women news stories has been covered for 5 minutes and lowest percentage 

1.4% (N=1) of crime against women news stories has been covered for more than 16 

minutes.  

 

The crime of sexual offence received the third highest average time per story coverage in 

the 2 news channels whereby total is 64 sexual offences news stories were covered for 

different time period. In this, highest percentage 40.6% (N=26) of sexual offence news 

stories has been covered for 5 minutes and lowest percentage 3.1% (N=2) of sexual 

offence news stories has been covered for more than 16 minutes.  

 

Table 4.2: Coverage of Various Types of Crimes by Two News Channels 
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Type of Crime story in programme 

Name of News channel 

Total 
Aajtak 

Star news 
 

Economic crime 

6 11 17 

35.3% 64.7% 100.0% 

Robbery / Dacoity 

22 15 37 

59.5% 40.5% 100.0% 

Kidnapping / Extortion 

26 34 60 

43.3% 56.7% 100.0% 

Sexual offence 

33 31 64 

51.6% 48.4% 100.0% 

Eve-teasing 

1  1 

100.0%  100.0% 

Dowry harassment 

5 28 33 

15.2% 84.8% 100.0% 

Juvenile Delinquency/Youth Crime 

 5 5 

 100.0% 100.0% 

Communal riots/Caste riots 

 1 1 

 100.0% 100.0% 

Organized crime 

4 4 8 

50.0% 50.0% 100.0% 

Corruption/Bribery 

4 9 13 

30.8% 69.2% 100.0% 

Scam/Fraud 

13 37 50 

26.0% 74.0% 100.0% 

Terrorism 

7 1 8 

87.5% 12.5% 100.0% 

Cyber crime/Internet pornography 

4 2 6 

66.7% 33.3% 100.0% 

Murder/Attempted Murder 

68 66 134 

50.7% 49.3% 100.0% 

Theft 
10 15 25 

40.0% 60.0% 100.0% 

Human right violation news 

7 5 12 

58.3% 41.7% 100.0% 
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Ragging 

1  1 

100.0%  100.0% 

Crime against women 

25 45 70 

35.7% 64.3% 100.0% 

MMS related crime 

 5 5 

 100.0% 100.0% 

Crime against children 

13 17 30 

43.3% 56.7% 100.0% 

Drug related crime 

1 1 2 

50.0% 50.0% 100.0% 

Suicide 

12 11 23 

52.2% 47.8% 100.0% 

Human Trafficking 

1 1 2 

50.0% 50.0% 100.0% 

Police Violence 

5 8 13 

38.5% 61.5% 100.0% 

Others 

5 4 9 

55.6% 44.4% 100.0% 

Total 
273 356 629 

43.4% 56.6% 100.0% 

 

Table 4.2 shows the coverage of various types of crimes by two news channels under 

study. The crime of murder/attempted murder received the maximum coverage in the 2 

news channels whereby total 134 murder/attempted murder news stories were covered. In 

this highest percentage 50.7% (N=68) of murder/attempted murder news stories have 

been covered in Aajtak news channel and lowest percentage 49.3% (N=66) of 

murder/attempted murder news stories has been covered in Star news channel.  The 

crime against women news stories received the second highest coverage in the 2 news 

channels whereby total is 70 crime against women news stories were covered. In this, 

highest percentage 64.3% (N=45) of crime against women news stories has been covered 

in Star news channel and lowest percentage 35.7% (N=25) of crime against women news 

stories has been covered in Aajtak news channel. The crime of sexual offence received 

the second highest coverage in the 2 news channels whereby total is 64 sexual offences 

news stories were covered. In this, highest percentage 51.6% (N=33) of sexual offence 
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news stories has been covered in Aajtak news channel and lowest percentage 48.4% 

(N=31) of sexual offence news stories has been covered in Star news channel. Ragging, 

MMS related crime, Eve-teasing and Communal riots/Caste riots related crime received 

very less coverage. 

 

Table 4.3: Content of Crime News in two news channels 

Content of Crime News in programme 

Name of News channel 

Total 
Aajtak 

Star news 
 

Simple news 

20 24 44 

45.5% 54.5% 100.0% 

Sensational news 

66 85 151 

43.7% 56.3% 100.0% 

Descriptive news 

115 156 271 

42.4% 57.6% 100.0% 

Case-study 

28 54 82 

34.1% 65.9% 100.0% 

Analytic news 

44 36 80 

55.0% 45.0% 100.0% 

Mysterious 

 1 1 

 100.0% 100.0% 

Total 
273 356 629 

43.4% 56.6% 100.0% 

 

Table 4.3 shows the content of crime news in the two news channels under study. The 

descriptive crime news received the maximum coverage in the 2 news channels whereby 

total 271 descriptive crime news were covered. In this highest percentage 57.6% (N=156) 

of descriptive crime news has been covered in Star news channel and lowest percentage 

42.4% (N=115) of descriptive crime news has been covered in Aajtak news channel.  

 

The sensational crime news received the second highest coverage in the 2 news 

channels whereby total is 151 sensational crime news were covered. In this highest 

percentage 56.3% (N=85) of sensational crime news has been covered in Star news 
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channel and lowest percentage 43.7% (N=66) of sensational crime news has been 

covered in Aajtak news channel.  

 

The case study related crime news received the third highest coverage in the 2 news 

channels whereby total 82 case studies related crime news were covered. In this highest 

percentage 65.9% (N=54) of case study related crime news crime news has been covered 

in Star news channel and lowest percentage 34.1% (N=28) of case study related crime 

news has been covered in Aajtak news channel. 

 

The analytic crime news (N=80) received the coverage and then, simple crime (N=44) 

news stories received coverage in the 2 news channels. The total results were that highest 

crime news (N=356) receiving coverage in Star news channel and secondly, crime news 

(N=273) receiving coverage in Aajtak news channel. 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 4.4: Presentation of Content of Various Crime news in 

News channels 

Type of Crime 
story in 
programme 

Content of Crime News in programme 

Total Simple 
news 

Sensational 
news 

Descriptive 
news 

Case 
study 

Analytic 
news 

Mysterious 
 

Economic crime 

1 2 11 1 2  17 

5.9% 11.8% 64.7% 5.9% 11.8%  100.0% 

Robbery / Dacoity 

3 9 18 6 1  37 

8.1% 24.3% 48.6% 16.2% 2.7%  100.0% 

Kidnapping / 
Extortion 

4 10 33 7 6  60 

6.7% 16.7% 55.0% 11.7% 10.0%  100.0% 

Sexual offence 

1 25 19 12 7  64 

1.6% 39.1% 29.7% 18.8% 10.9%  100.0% 

Eve-teasing 

  1    1 

  100.0%    100.0% 
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Dowry harassment 

3 7 17 2 4  33 

9.1% 21.2% 51.5% 6.1% 12.1%  100.0% 

Juvenile 
Delinquency/Youth 
Crime 

 1 1  3  5 

 20.0% 20.0%  60.0%  100.0% 

Communal 
riots/Caste riots 

    1  1 

    100.0%  100.0% 

Organized crime 

  1 3 4  8 

  12.5% 37.5% 50.0%  100.0% 

Corruption/Bribery 

1 3 4 1 4  13 

7.7% 23.1% 30.8% 7.7% 30.8%  100.0% 

Scam/Fraud 

6 13 24 5 2  50 

12.0% 26.0% 48.0% 10.0% 4.0%  100.0% 

Terrorism 

  2 1 5  8 

  25.0% 12.5% 62.5%  100.0% 

Cyber 
crime/Internet 
pornography 

  2 1 3  6 

  33.3% 16.7% 50.0%  100.0% 

Murder/Attempted 
Murder 

10 38 50 23 13  134 

7.5% 28.4% 37.3% 17.2% 9.7%  100.0% 

Theft 
3 2 17  2 1 25 

12.0% 8.0% 68.0%  8.0% 4.0% 100.0% 

Human right 
violation news 

 5 3 1 3  12 

 41.7% 25.0% 8.3% 25.0%  100.0% 

Ragging 

  1    1 

  100.0%    100.0% 

Crime against 
women 

6 12 30 14 8  70 

8.6% 17.1% 42.9% 20.0% 11.4%  100.0% 

MMS related crime 

1 4     5 

20.0% 80.0%     100.0% 

Crime against 
children 

2 9 13 2 4  30 

6.7% 30.0% 43.3% 6.7% 13.3%  100.0% 

Drug related crime 

  1  1  2 

  50.0%  50.0%  100.0% 

Suicide 

1 7 9 3 3  23 

4.3% 30.4% 39.1% 13.0% 13.0%  100.0% 

Human Trafficking 1  1    2 
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50.0%  50.0%    100.0% 

Police Violence 

 2 10  1  13 

 15.4% 76.9%  7.7%  100.0% 

Others 

1 2 3  3  9 

11.1% 22.2% 33.3%  33.3%  100.0% 

Total 
44 151 271 82 80 1 629 

7.0% 24.0% 43.1% 13.0% 12.7% .2% 100.0% 

 
 

 

Table 4.4 shows the presentation of content of crime news according to nature of crime 

news in the two news channels under study. The crime of murder received the 

maximum coverage in the 2 news channels whereby total 134 murder/attempted murder 

news stories were covered. In this highest percentage 37.3% (N=50) of 

murder/attempted murder news stories has been covered as a descriptive news and 

lowest percentage 7.5% (N=10) of murder/attempted murder news stories has been 

covered as a simple news.  

 

The crime against women news stories received the second highest coverage in the 2 

news channels whereby total is 70 crime against women news stories were covered. In 

this, highest percentage 42.9% (N=30) of crime against women news stories has been 

covered as descriptive news and lowest percentage 8.6% (N=6) of crime against women 

news stories has been covered as simple news.  

 

The crime of sexual offence received the third highest coverage in the 2 news channels 

whereby total is 64 sexual offences news stories were covered. In this, highest percentage 

39.1% (N=25) of sexual offence news stories has been covered as sensational news and 

lowest percentage 1.6% (N=1) of sexual offence news stories has been covered as simple 

news.  

 

The total results were that highest crime news have been covered as descriptive news 

(N=271). Secondly, crime news have been covered as sensational news (151) and thirdly 

crime news have been covered as case study (82), whereas lowest crime news have been 
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covered as analytic news (N=80).The mysterious news has been covered very less 

(N=1). 

 

Table 4.5: Presentation of Crime Prevention and Detection Technology 

in Crime News Covered per day in two News Channels 

 

Crime Prevention and Detection technology shown 

Name of News 
channel 

Total 

Aajtak 
Star news 

 

New methods 

 2 2 

 100.0% 100.0% 

New techniques 

41 49 90 

45.6% 54.4% 100.0% 

Any other 

103 136 239 

43.1% 56.9% 100.0% 

N.A. 
129 169 298 

43.3% 56.7% 100.0% 

Total 
273 356 629 

43.4% 56.6% 100.0% 

 

Table 4.5 shows presentation of the crime prevention and detection technology in crime 

news covered per day in the two news channels under study. The new techniques 

related crime news received the maximum coverage in the 2 news channels whereby 

total 90 new techniques related crime news were covered during the period of four 

months. In this highest percentage 54.4% (N=49) of new techniques related crime news 

has been covered in Star news channel and lowest percentage 45.6% (N=41) of new 

techniques related crime news has been covered in Aajtak news channel.  

 

The new methods related crime news received the second highest coverage in the 2 

news channels whereby total 2 of new methods related crime news were covered in Star 

news channel. The instruments used for crime prevention/detection technology 

related crime news did not covered in both the channels. The results shows that Star 
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news and Aajtak news channels did not covered much news related to Crime 

Prevention and Detection technology. 

 

Table 4.6: Coverage of Crime News by Various Crime News 

Programme in two News Channels 

 

Name of Crime News programme 

Name of News channel 

Total 
Aajtak 

Star news 
 

Vardaat 
242  242 

100.0%  100.0% 

Sansani 
 337 337 

 100.0% 100.0% 

Red Alert 
 19 19 

 100.0% 100.0% 

Hatyara Kaun 

11  11 

100.0%  100.0% 

Jurm 

20  20 

100.0%  100.0% 

Total 
273 356 629 

43.4% 56.6% 100.0% 

 

 

Table 4.6 shows the presentation of Coverage of Crime News by Various Crime News 

Programme in two News Channels under study. The crime news programme of Sansani 

received the maximum coverage in the Star news channel whereby total 337 crime news 

was covered during the period of 4 months. The crime news programme of Vardaat 

received the second highest coverage in the Aajtak news channel whereby total 242 crime 

news were covered during the period of 4 months. The crime news programme of Jurm 

received the third highest coverage in the Aajtak news channel whereby total 20 crime 

news were covered during the period of 4 months.  

 

The crime news programme of Red alert received the fourth highest coverage in the Star 

news channel whereby total 19 crime news were covered during the period of 4 months. 

The crime news programme of Hatyara Kaun received the fifth highest coverage in the 
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Aajtak news channel whereby total 11 crime news were covered during the period of 4 

months. The total results were that highest crime news (N=356) receiving coverage in 

Star news channel and secondly, crime news (N=273) receiving coverage in Aajtak news 

channel. 

 

Table 4.7: Presentation of Graphic Details of Crime News by two News 

Channels 

Does crime news programme try to give news only or it 
gives graphic details of News 

Name of News channel 

Total 
Aajtak 

Star news 
 

Yes 

76 84 160 

47.5% 52.5% 100.0% 

No 

197 272 469 

42.0% 58.0% 100.0% 

Total 
273 356 629 

43.4% 56.6% 100.0% 

 

 

Table 4.7 shows presentation of graphic details of crime news by two news channels in 

the two news channels under study. The crime news programme try to portrait crime 

news in graphic details received highest coverage whereby total 160 of graphic details 

related crime news were covered during the period of four months. In this highest 

percentage 52.5% (N=84) of graphic details related crime news has been covered in Star 

news channel and lowest percentage 47.5% (N=76) of graphic details related crime news 

has been covered in Aajtak news channel. This highest percentage shows that news 

channel try to present there news stories with graphic details only. 

 

 

Table 4.8: Coverage of Details of Crime News by Crime News 

Programmes in two News Channels 

 

The crime news programme provides 
Name of News channel 

Total 
Aajtak Star news 



 121 

 

Objective details of crime 

47 39 86 

54.7% 45.3% 100.0% 

Subjective analysis 

32 59 91 

35.2% 64.8% 100.0% 

Dramatization 

194 258 452 

42.9% 57.1% 100.0% 

Total 
273 356 629 

43.4% 56.6% 100.0% 

 

Table 4.8 shows Coverage of Details of Crime News by Crime News Programmes in two 

News Channels under study. The crime news programme provides dramatic crime news 

in the 2 news channels received the maximum coverage whereby total 452 of crime news 

in a dramatic way covered during the period of four months.  

 

In this highest percentage 57.1% (N=258) of crime news in a dramatic way has been 

covered in Star news channel and lowest percentage 42.9% (N=194) of crime news in a 

dramatic way has been covered in Aajtak news channel. The crime news programme 

provides subjective analysis of crime news in the 2 news channels received the second 

highest coverage whereby total 91 of crime news in a subjective way covered during the 

period of four months. In this highest percentage 64.8% (N=59) of subjective analysis of 

crime news has been covered in Star news channel and lowest percentage 35.2% (N=32) 

of subjective analysis of crime news has been covered in Aajtak news channel.  

 

The crime news programme provides objective details of crime news in the 2 news 

channels received the third highest coverage whereby total 91 of crime news in a 

subjective way covered during the period of four months. In this highest percentage 

54.7% (N=47) of objective details of crime news has been covered in Aajtak news 

channel and lowest percentage 45.3% (N=39) of objective details of crime news has been 

covered in Star news channel.  
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Table 4.9: Presentation of Impact of Crime News on Victim by police in 

two News Channels 

Impact of Crime News on Victim by police 

Name of News channel 

Total 
Aajtak 

Star news 
 

Needed help given to victim 

5 8 13 

38.5% 61.5% 100.0% 

Victim didn't get any help 

74 80 154 

48.1% 51.9% 100.0% 

Investigation started 

5 5 10 

50.0% 50.0% 100.0% 

Any other 

 3 3 

 100.0% 100.0% 

N.A. 
189 260 449 

42.1% 57.9% 100.0% 

Total 
273 356 629 

43.4% 56.6% 100.0% 

 

Table 4.9 shows the presentation of impact of crime news on victims by police 

department in the two news channels under study. The victims did not get any help by 

police department after seeing the crime news received the maximum coverage in the 

2 news channels whereby total 154 of crime news were covered.  

 

In this highest percentage 51.9% (N=80) of victims did not get any help by police 

department after seeing the news in Star news channel and lowest percentage 48.1% 

(N=74) of victims did not get any help by police department after seeing the news in 

Aajtak news channel received coverage. The needed help given to victims after seeing 

the crime news by police department received the second highest coverage in the 2 

news channels whereby total 13 of crime news were covered. In this highest percentage 

61.5% (N=8) of victims get needed help by police department after seeing the news in 

Star news channel and lowest percentage 38.5% (N=5) of victims get needed help by 

police department after seeing the news in the Aajtak news channel received coverage.  
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The investigation started of victims case after seeing the crime news by police 

department received the third highest coverage in the 2 news channels whereby total 10 

of crime news were covered. In this 50% (N=5) of investigation started of victims case by 

police department after seeing the news in Star news channel and the Aajtak news 

channel received coverage. 

 

Table 4.10: Presentation of characteristics of offender involved in crime 

according to the nature of crime news in two news channels 

 

Type of Crime 
story in 
programme 

Characteristics of offender involved 

Total First 
offender 

Occasional Habitual Terrorist 
Organized 
criminals 

Any 
other 

N.A. 
 

Economic crime 

1 3 6  3 2 2 17 

5.9% 17.6% 35.3%  17.6% 11.8% 11.8% 100.0% 

Robbery / Dacoity 

5 3 16  8 4 1 37 

13.5% 8.1% 43.2%  21.6% 10.8% 2.7% 100.0% 

Kidnapping / 
Extortion 

19 5 8  13 11 4 60 

31.7% 8.3% 13.3%  21.7% 18.3% 6.7% 100.0% 

Sexual offence 

13 9 24 1 8 8 1 64 

20.3% 14.1% 37.5% 1.6% 12.5% 12.5% 1.6% 100.0% 

Eve-teasing 

1       1 

100.0%       100.0% 

Dowry harassment 

15 11 5   2  33 

45.5% 33.3% 15.2%   6.1%  100.0% 

Juvenile 
Delinquency/Youth 
Crime 

1 1 1   2  5 

20.0% 20.0% 20.0%   40.0%  100.0% 

Communal 
riots/Caste riots 

    1   1 

    100.0%   100.0% 

Organized crime 

  5  3   8 

  62.5%  37.5%   100.0% 

Corruption/Bribery 

 2 5   6  13 

 15.4% 38.5%   46.2%  100.0% 

Scam/Fraud 

13 6 19  9 3  50 

26.0% 12.0% 38.0%  18.0% 6.0%  100.0% 
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Terrorism 

   8    8 

   100.0%    100.0% 

Cyber 
crime/Internet 
pornography 

 2 1  1 1 1 6 

 33.3% 16.7%  16.7% 16.7% 16.7% 100.0% 

Murder/Attempted 
Murder 

66 6 19 1 7 18 17 134 

49.3% 4.5% 14.2% .7% 5.2% 13.4% 12.7% 100.0% 

Theft 
8 2 9  2 2 2 25 

32.0% 8.0% 36.0%  8.0% 8.0% 8.0% 100.0% 

Human right 
violation news 

 1    10 1 12 

 8.3%    83.3% 8.3% 100.0% 

Ragging 

     1  1 

     100.0%  100.0% 

Crime against 
women 

39 9 7 1 3 9 2 70 

55.7% 12.9% 10.0% 1.4% 4.3% 12.9% 2.9% 100.0% 

MMS related crime 

2 1 1   1  5 

40.0% 20.0% 20.0%   20.0%  100.0% 

Crime against 
children 

14 3 1  2 4 6 30 

46.7% 10.0% 3.3%  6.7% 13.3% 20.0% 100.0% 

Drug related crime 

  1  1   2 

  50.0%  50.0%   100.0% 

Suicide 

4 2    2 15 23 

17.4% 8.7%    8.7% 65.2% 100.0% 

Human Trafficking 

1      1 2 

50.0%      50.0% 100.0% 

Police Violence 

3 1    9  13 

23.1% 7.7%    69.2%  100.0% 

Others 

1    3 3 2 9 

11.1%    33.3% 33.3% 22.2% 100.0% 

Total 
206 67 128 11 64 98 55 629 

32.8% 10.7% 20.3% 1.7% 10.2% 15.6% 8.7% 100.0% 

 

 

 
 

Table 4.10 shows the characteristics of offender involved in crime according to the nature 

of crime news in the two news channels under study.  
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The first offender commits the highest crimes. The crime of murder/attempted murder 

news stories received the maximum coverage in the 2 news channels whereby total 117 

murder/attempted murder news stories were covered. In this highest percentage 49.3% 

(N=66) of murder/attempted murder crimes were done by first offender and lowest 

percentage 0.7% (N=1) of murder/attempted murder crimes were done by terrorist.  

 

The crime against women news stories received the second highest coverage in the 2 

news channels whereby total is 68 crime against women news stories were covered. In 

this, highest percentage 55.7% (N=39) of crime against women were done by first 

offender and lowest percentage 1.4% (N=1) of crime against women were done by 

terrorist. 

 

 The crime of sexual offence received the third highest coverage in the 2 news channels 

whereby total is 63 sexual offences news stories were covered. In this, highest percentage 

37.5% (N=24) of sexual offence were done by habitual offender and lowest percentage 

1.6% (N=1) of sexual offence were done by terrorist.  

 

The total results were that highest crimes (N=206) has been done by first offenders and 

secondly, crimes has been done by habitual offender (N=128) and thirdly, crimes has 

been done by occasional offenders (N=67). 

 

Table 4.11: Presentation of Person involved in Crime News covered in 

Two News channels 

Person involved in Crime News covered 

Name of News channel 

Total 
Aajtak 

Star news 
 

Ordinary Person 
 

140 239 379 

36.9% 63.1% 100.0% 

Politician 

21 10 31 

67.7% 32.3% 100.0% 

Film Star 

2 5 7 

28.6% 71.4% 100.0% 
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Player 

3  3 

100.0%  100.0% 

Organized criminals 

29 28 57 

50.9% 49.1% 100.0% 

Industrialists 

27 38 65 

41.5% 58.5% 100.0% 

Bureaucrats 

8 10 18 

44.4% 55.6% 100.0% 

Any other 

43 26 69 

62.3% 37.7% 100.0% 

Total 
273 356 629 

43.4% 56.6% 100.0% 

Table 4.11 shows the presentation of the person involved in crime news according in the 

two news channels under study. The ordinary persons commit the highest crimes. The 

ordinary person regarding to crime received the maximum coverage in the 2 news 

channels whereby total 379 ordinary persons related crime news were covered. In this 

highest percentage 63.1% (N=239) of ordinary person related crime news has been 

covered in the Star news channel and lowest percentage 36.9% (N=140) of ordinary 

person related crime news has been covered in the Aajtak news channel. The 

industrialists related crime news received the second highest coverage in the 2 news 

channels whereby total 65 industrialists related crime news were covered. In this highest 

percentage 58.5% (N=38) of industrialists related crime news covered in the Star news 

channel and lowest percentage 41.5% (N=27) of industrialists related crime news has 

been covered in the Aajtak news channel. The Organized criminals regarding to crime 

received the third highest coverage in the 2 news channels whereby total 57 organized 

criminals related crime news were covered. In this highest percentage 50.9% (N=29) of 

organized criminals related crime news has been covered in the Aajtak news channel and 

lowest percentage 49.1% (N=28) of organized criminals related crime news has been 

covered in the Star news channel. The any other criminals (unknown persons) 

regarding to crime also received highest coverage in the 2 news channels whereby total 

69 any other criminals (unknown persons) related crime news were covered. In this 

highest percentage 62.3% (N=43) of any other criminals (unknown persons) related crime 
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news has been in the Aajtak news channel and lowest percentage 37.7% (N=26) of any 

other criminals (unknown persons) related crime news has been in the Star news channel 

 

 

Table 4.12: Coverage of Emphasis on picturisation of Crime 

Commission in two News Channels 

Emphasis on picturisation of Crime 
Commission 

Name of News channel 

Total 
Aajtak 

Star news 
 

Very less 

6 4 10 

60.0% 40.0% 100.0% 

Less 

10 13 23 

43.5% 56.5% 100.0% 

Average 

47 55 102 

46.1% 53.9% 100.0% 

High 

157 255 412 

38.1% 61.9% 100.0% 

Very high 

53 29 82 

64.6% 35.4% 100.0% 

Total 
273 356 629 

43.4% 56.6% 100.0% 

 

Table 4.12 shows the emphasis on picturisation of crime commission in the two news 

channels under study. The high emphases on the picturisation of crime commission have 

received the maximum coverage in the 2 news channels whereby total 412 of picture 

related crime news were covered. In this highest percentage 61.9% (N=255) of coverage 

of crime news with a high emphasis on picturisation of crime commission received in the 

Star news channel and lowest percentage 38.1% (N=157) of coverage of crime news with 

a high emphasis on picturisation of crime commission received in the Aajtak news 

channel.  

 

The average emphasis on the picturisation of crime commission received the second 

highest coverage in the 2 news channels whereby total 102 of picture related crime news 

were covered. In this highest percentage 53.9% (N=55) of coverage of average emphasis 
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on the picturisation of crime commission received in Star news channel and lowest 

percentage 46.1% (N=47) of coverage of the same variable received in Aajtak news 

channel. The very high emphasis on the picturisation of crime commission received the 

third highest coverage in the 2 news channels whereby total 82 of crime news stories with 

a very high emphasis on the picturisation of crime commission were covered. In this 

highest percentage 64.6% (N=53) of coverage of crime news with a very high emphasis 

on the picturisation of crime commission received in Aajtak news channel and lowest 

percentage 35.4% (N=29) of coverage of the same variable received in Star news 

channel.  

 

The total result show that covered crime news has been given high emphasis on 

picturisation (N=412) and secondly, covered crime news has been given average 

emphasis on picturisation (N=102) and thirdly, covered crime news has been given very 

high emphasis on picturisation (N=82). 

Table 4.13: Duration of crime news programme in the two news 

channels  

 

Duration of Crime news programme 

Name of News channel 

Total 
Aajtak 

Star news 
 

30min 

122 154 276 

44.2% 55.8% 100.0% 

40min 

7 15 22 

31.8% 68.2% 100.0% 

50min 

13 19 32 

40.6% 59.4% 100.0% 

60+min 

23 30 53 

43.4% 56.6% 100.0% 

N.A 

108 138 246 

43.9% 56.1% 100.0% 

Total 
273 356 629 

43.4% 56.6% 100.0% 
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Table 4.13 shows the duration of crime news programme in the two news channels under 

study. The duration of 30 minute crime news programme has received the maximum 

coverage in the 2 news channels whereby total 276 of crime news programme were 

covered for 30 minute duration during the period of 4 months. In this highest percentage 

55.8% (N=154) of crime news programme received coverage for 30 minute duration in 

the Star news channel and lowest percentage 44.2% (N=122) of crime news programme 

received coverage for 30 minute duration in the Aajtak news channel.  

 

The duration of more than 60 minute crime news programme has received the second 

highest coverage in the 2 news channels whereby total 53 of crime news programme were 

covered for more than 60 minute duration during the period of 4 months. In this highest 

percentage 56.6% (N=30) of crime news programme received coverage for more than 60 

minute duration in the Star news channel and lowest percentage 43.4% (N=23) of crime 

news programme received coverage for more than 60 minute duration in the Aajtak news 

channel.  

 

The duration of 50 minute crime news programme has received the third highest 

coverage in the 2 news channels whereby total 53 of crime news programme were 

covered for 50 minute duration during the period of 4 months. In this highest percentage 

59.4% (N=19) of crime news programme received coverage for 50 minute duration in the 

Star news channel and lowest percentage 40.6% (N=13) of crime news programme 

received coverage for 50 minute duration in the Aajtak news channel.  

 

Table 4.14: Presentation of Various Types of Crime News by Presenters 

in News Channels 

Type of Crime story in programme 

Presentation of crime news by 
presenters 

Total 

Normal Vulgar Brutal 
Sensational 

 

Economic crime 

1   16 17 

5.9%   94.1% 100.0% 

Robbery / Dacoity 6 1 4 26 37 
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16.2% 2.7% 10.8% 70.3% 100.0% 

Kidnapping / Extortion 

10 1 9 40 60 

16.7% 1.7% 15.0% 66.7% 100.0% 

Sexual offence 

8 11 3 42 64 

12.5% 17.2% 4.7% 65.6% 100.0% 

Eve-teasing 

   1 1 

   100.0% 100.0% 

Dowry harassment 

4  4 25 33 

12.1%  12.1% 75.8% 100.0% 

Juvenile Delinquency/Youth Crime 

 1 1 3 5 

 20.0% 20.0% 60.0% 100.0% 

Communal riots/Caste riots 

1    1 

100.0%    100.0% 

Organized crime 

1  2 5 8 

12.5%  25.0% 62.5% 100.0% 

Corruption/Bribery 

   13 13 

   100.0% 100.0% 

Scam/Fraud 

8   42 50 

16.0%   84.0% 100.0% 

Terrorism 

1  2 5 8 

12.5%  25.0% 62.5% 100.0% 

Cyber crime/Internet pornography 

 2  4 6 

 33.3%  66.7% 100.0% 

Murder/Attempted Murder 

17 2 37 78 134 

12.7% 1.5% 27.6% 58.2% 100.0% 

Theft 
10   15 25 

40.0%   60.0% 100.0% 

Human right violation news 

3  4 5 12 

25.0%  33.3% 41.7% 100.0% 

Ragging 

   1 1 

   100.0% 100.0% 

Crime against women 

14 2 17 37 70 

20.0% 2.9% 24.3% 52.9% 100.0% 

MMS related crime 

 2  3 5 

 40.0%  60.0% 100.0% 

Crime against children 6  3 21 30 
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20.0%  10.0% 70.0% 100.0% 

Drug related crime 

1   1 2 

50.0%   50.0% 100.0% 

Suicide 

7   16 23 

30.4%   69.6% 100.0% 

Human Trafficking 

1   1 2 

50.0%   50.0% 100.0% 

Police Violence 

2  2 9 13 

15.4%  15.4% 69.2% 100.0% 

Others 

1  1 7 9 

11.1%  11.1% 77.8% 100.0% 

Total 
102 22 89 416 629 

16.2% 3.5% 14.1% 66.1% 100.0% 

 

Table 4.14 shows the manner of presentation of various types in two news channels under 

study. 

 

 The crime of murder received the maximum coverage in the 2 news channels whereby 

total 134 murder/attempted murder news stories were covered. In this highest 

percentage 58.2% (N=78) of murder/attempted murder news stories has been shown in 

the sensational manner and lowest percentage 1.5% (N=2) of murder/attempted murder 

news stories has been shown in the vulgar manner.  

 

The crime against women news stories received the second highest coverage in the 2 

news channels whereby total is 70 crime against women news stories were covered. In 

this, highest percentage 52.9% (N=37) of crime against women news stories has been 

shown in the sensational manner and lowest percentage 2.9% (N=2) of crime against 

women news stories has been shown in the vulgar manner.  

 

The crime of sexual offence received the third highest coverage in the 2 news channels 

whereby total is 64 sexual offences news stories were covered. In this, highest percentage 

65.6% (N=42) of sexual offence news stories has been shown in the sensational manner 
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and lowest percentage 4.7% (N=3) of sexual offence news stories has been shown in the 

brutal manner.  

 

The total results were that highest crime news has been shown in the sensational manner 

(N=416). Secondly, crime news has been shown in the normal manner (N=102) and 

thirdly crime news has been shown in the brutal manner (N=89) and lowest crime news 

has been shown in the vulgar manner (N=22).The horror news has got no space in the 

above covered news. 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 4.15: Duration of Crime News According to Nature of Crime in 

two News Channels 

 

Type of Crime story in programme 

For last how many days this news was 
continuing 

Total 
1-2 

days 
3-4 

days 
5-6 

days 
7+ 

days 
N.A. 

 

Economic crime 

3 1   13 17 

17.6% 5.9%   76.5% 100.0% 

Robbery / Dacoity 

4 6   27 37 

10.8% 16.2%   73.0% 100.0% 

Kidnapping / Extortion 

7 7 2  44 60 

11.7% 11.7% 3.3%  73.3% 100.0% 

Sexual offence 

10 10 2 2 40 64 

15.6% 15.6% 3.1% 3.1% 62.5% 100.0% 

Eve-teasing 

 1    1 

 100.0%    100.0% 

Dowry harassment 

5 5   23 33 

15.2% 15.2%   69.7% 100.0% 

Juvenile Delinquency/Youth Crime 1    4 5 
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20.0%    80.0% 100.0% 

Communal riots/Caste riots 

    1 1 

    100.0% 100.0% 

Organized crime 

1 2   5 8 

12.5% 25.0%   62.5% 100.0% 

Corruption/Bribery 

 5   8 13 

 38.5%   61.5% 100.0% 

Scam/Fraud 

9 4 1  36 50 

18.0% 8.0% 2.0%  72.0% 100.0% 

Terrorism 

1   1 6 8 

12.5%   12.5% 75.0% 100.0% 

Cyber crime/Internet pornography 

 1 1  4 6 

 16.7% 16.7%  66.7% 100.0% 

Murder/Attempted Murder 

19 17 4 2 92 134 

14.2% 12.7% 3.0% 1.5% 68.7% 100.0% 

Theft 
4 4 1  16 25 

16.0% 16.0% 4.0%  64.0% 100.0% 

Human right violation news 

3 1  1 7 12 

25.0% 8.3%  8.3% 58.3% 100.0% 

Ragging 

    1 1 

    100.0% 100.0% 

Crime against women 

14 7 1 5 43 70 

20.0% 10.0% 1.4% 7.1% 61.4% 100.0% 

MMS related crime 

2    3 5 

40.0%    60.0% 100.0% 

Crime against children 

5 5  1 19 30 

16.7% 16.7%  3.3% 63.3% 100.0% 

Drug related crime 

    2 2 

    100.0% 100.0% 

Suicide 

4 2 2  15 23 

17.4% 8.7% 8.7%  65.2% 100.0% 

Human Trafficking 

1    1 2 

50.0%    50.0% 100.0% 

Police Violence 

4 4   5 13 

30.8% 30.8%   38.5% 100.0% 

Others 5 2   2 9 
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55.6% 22.2%   22.2% 100.0% 

Total 
102 84 14 12 417 629 

16.2% 13.4% 2.2% 1.9% 66.3% 100.0% 

 
 

Table 4.15 shows the duration of crime news according to nature of crime news in the 

two news channels under study.  

 

The crime of murder received the maximum coverage in the 2 news channels whereby 

total 42 murder/attempted murder news stories were covered for long duration period. In 

this highest percentage 14.2% (N=19) of murder/attempted murder news stories has 

been covered for 1 to 2 days of duration and lowest percentage 1.5% (N=2) of 

murder/attempted murder news stories has been covered for more than 7 days of duration.  

 

The crime against women news stories received the second highest coverage in the 2 

news channels whereby total is 27 crime against women news stories were covered. In 

this, highest percentage 20% (N=14) of crime against women news stories has been 

covered for 1 to 2 days of duration and lowest percentage 1.4% (N=1) of crime against 

women news stories has been covered for more than 5 days of duration.  

 

The crime of sexual offence received the second highest coverage in all the four 

newspapers whereby total is 24 sexual offences news stories were covered. In this, 

highest percentage 15.6% (N=10) of sexual offence news stories has been covered for 1 

to 4 days of duration and lowest percentage 3.1% (N=2) of sexual offence news stories 

has been covered for 5 to 7 days of duration. 

 

 The total results were that highest crime news has been covered for the duration of 1 to 2 

days (N=102). Secondly, crime news has been covered for the duration of 3 to 4 days 

(N=84) and thirdly crime news has been covered for the duration of 5 to 6 days (N=14). 

Eve-teasing, Cyber crime/Internet pornography, theft, suicide, dowry harassment crime, 

economic crime, crime against children, human trafficking, human right violation crime, 

corruption/bribery, and MMS related crimes covered very less duration of period. 
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Communal riots/caste riots, drug related crime and ragging related crimes did not receive 

coverage repeatedly.  

 

Table 4.16: Frequency of Crime News Covered Per Day in two News 

Channels 

Frequency of Crime News covered in one slot 

Name of News channel 

Total 
Aajtak 

Star news 
 

1-2 

44 33 77 

57.1% 42.9% 100.0% 

3-4 

60 76 136 

44.1% 55.9% 100.0% 

5-6 

22 35 57 

38.6% 61.4% 100.0% 

7+ 

 1 1 

 100.0% 100.0% 

N.A 

147 211 358 

41.1% 58.9% 100.0% 

Total 
273 356 629 

43.4% 56.6% 100.0% 

 

 

Table 4.16 shows the frequency of crime news covered per day in the two news channels 

under study. 

 

Aajtak news channel has never covered more than 7 crime news per day during the 

period of four months. The 3 to 4 crime news per day received the maximum coverage 

in the 2 news channels whereby total 136 crime news were covered during the period of 

four months. In this category (3 to 4) highest percentage 55.9% (N=76) of crime news 

has been covered per day in Star news channel and lowest percentage 44.1% (N=60) of 

crime news has been covered per day in Aajtak news channel.  

 

In between (1 to 2) crime news received the second highest coverage in the 2 news 

channels whereby total is 77 crime news were covered during the period of four months. 
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In this category (1 to 2) highest percentage 57.1% (N=44) of crime news has been 

covered per day in Aajtak news channel and lowest percentage 42.9% (N=33) of crime 

news has been covered per day in Star news channel.  

In between (5 to 6) crime news received the third highest coverage in the 2 news 

channels whereby total is 57 crime news were covered during the period of four months. 

In this category (5 to 6) highest percentage 61.4% (N=35) of crime news has been 

covered per day in Star news channel and lowest percentage 38.6% (N=22) of crime 

news has been covered per day in Aajtak news channel.  

 

 

 

Table 4.17: Status of Crime Case Covered per Day in two News 

Channels 

 

Status of Crime case covered 

Name of News channel 

Total 
Aajtak 

Star news 
 

Conviction 

16 22 38 

42.1% 57.9% 100.0% 

Under trial 
90 151 241 

37.3% 62.7% 100.0% 

Pending at Police station level 
156 176 332 

47.0% 53.0% 100.0% 

N.A. 
11 7 18 

61.1% 38.9% 100.0% 

Total 
273 356 629 

43.4% 56.6% 100.0% 

 

Table 4.17 shows the status of crime case covered per day in the two news channels 

under study. The pending cases at police station related crime news per day received the 

maximum coverage in the 2 news channels whereby total 332 crime news were covered 

during the period of four months. In this highest percentage 53% (N=176) of pending 

cases at police station related crime news has been covered in the Star news channel and 
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lowest percentage 47% (N=156) of pending cases at police station related crime news has 

been covered in the Aajtak news channel.  

 

The under trial status related crime news per day received the second highest coverage 

in the 2 news channels whereby total 241 under trial status related crime news were 

covered during the period of four months. In this highest percentage 62.7% (N=151) of 

under trial status related crime news has been covered in the Star news channel and 

lowest percentage 37.3% (N=90) of under trial status related crime news has been 

covered in the Aajtak news channel.  

 

The convicted status related crime news per day received the third highest coverage in 

the 2 news channels whereby total 38 convicted status related crime news were covered 

during the period of four months. In this highest percentage 57.9% (N=22) of convicted 

status related crime news has been covered in the Star news channel and lowest 

percentage 42.1% (N=16) of convicted status related crime news has been covered in the 

Aajtak news channel. The result shows that pending status related crime news received 

highest coverage (N=332), secondly, under trial status related crime news received 

coverage (N=241) and thirdly, conviction status related crime news received coverage 

(N=38).  

 

 

Table 4.18:  Theme of Crime News Covered per Day in two news channels 

Theme of the Crime News covered in the programme 

Name of News 
channel 

Total 

Aajtak 
Star 

news 

Violence related News 

151 174 325 

46.5% 53.5% 100.0% 

Sex related 

30 35 65 

46.2% 53.8% 100.0% 

Police related 

20 22 42 

47.6% 52.4% 100.0% 

Finance/Economic related 52 100 152 
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34.2% 65.8% 100.0% 

Any other 

20 25 45 

44.4% 55.6% 100.0% 

Total 
273 356 629 

43.4% 56.6% 100.0% 

 

Table 4.18 shows the theme of crime news covered per day in the two news channels 

under study.  

 

The violence related news received the maximum coverage in the 2 news channels 

whereby total 325 violence related news was covered during the period of four months. 

In this highest percentage 53.5% (N=174) of violence related news has been covered on 

the Star news channel and lowest percentage 46.5% (N=151) of violence related news has 

been covered on the Aajtak news channel. 

 

 The finance and economic related news received the second highest coverage in the 2 

news channels whereby total 152 finance and economic related news was covered during 

the period of four months. In this highest percentage 65.8% (N=100) of finance and 

economic related news has been covered on the Star news channel and lowest percentage 

34.2% (N=52) of finance and economic related news has been covered on the Aajtak 

news channel. 

 

 The sex offence related news received the third highest coverage in the 2 news channels 

whereby total 65 sex offence related news was covered during the period of four months. 

In this highest percentage 53.8% (N=35) of sex offence related news has been covered on 

the Star news channel and lowest percentage 46.2% (N=30) of sex offence related news 

has been covered on the Aajtak news channel.  

 

Table 4.19:  Presentation of Police Image in Crime News According to 

Nature of Crime in two news channels 

Type of Crime story Police news in Crime news programme Total 
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in programme 
Police 

misbehavior 
Police 

corruption 
Police 
image 

Human-
right 

violation 
by police 

Any 
other 

N.A. 
 

Economic crime 

 1 1   15 17 

 5.9% 5.9%   88.2% 100.0% 

Robbery / Dacoity 

1 3 3  1 29 37 

2.7% 8.1% 8.1%  2.7% 78.4% 100.0% 

Kidnapping / 
Extortion 

3 6 8 2 1 40 60 

5.0% 10.0% 13.3% 3.3% 1.7% 66.7% 100.0% 

Sexual offence 

5 9 15  2 33 64 

7.8% 14.1% 23.4%  3.1% 51.6% 100.0% 

Eve-teasing 

     1 1 

     100.0% 100.0% 

Dowry harassment 

3 3 3  1 23 33 

9.1% 9.1% 9.1%  3.0% 69.7% 100.0% 

Juvenile 
Delinquency/Youth 
Crime 

 2    3 5 

 40.0%    60.0% 100.0% 

Communal 
riots/Caste riots 

  1    1 

  100.0%    100.0% 

Organized crime 

 2 3   3 8 

 25.0% 37.5%   37.5% 100.0% 

Corruption/Bribery 

1 7 3   2 13 

7.7% 53.8% 23.1%   15.4% 100.0% 

Scam/Fraud 

1 3 5   41 50 

2.0% 6.0% 10.0%   82.0% 100.0% 

Terrorism 

  4 1  3 8 

  50.0% 12.5%  37.5% 100.0% 

Cyber crime/Internet 
pornography 

 1 2   3 6 

 16.7% 33.3%   50.0% 100.0% 

Murder/Attempted 
Murder 

5 10 28  1 90 134 

3.7% 7.5% 20.9%  .7% 67.2% 100.0% 

Theft 
 3 1  1 20 25 

 12.0% 4.0%  4.0% 80.0% 100.0% 

Human right 
violation news 

3 2 4 1  2 12 

25.0% 16.7% 33.3% 8.3%  16.7% 100.0% 

Ragging      1 1 
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     100.0% 100.0% 

Crime against 
women 

4 4 11   51 70 

5.7% 5.7% 15.7%   72.9% 100.0% 

MMS related crime 

     5 5 

     100.0% 100.0% 

Crime against 
children 

3 5 6   16 30 

10.0% 16.7% 20.0%   53.3% 100.0% 

Drug related crime 

  1   1 2 

  50.0%   50.0% 100.0% 

Suicide 

1  5   17 23 

4.3%  21.7%   73.9% 100.0% 

Human Trafficking 

  1   1 2 

  50.0%   50.0% 100.0% 

Police Violence 

8 2  3   13 

61.5% 15.4%  23.1%   100.0% 

Others 

1 2 2   4 9 

11.1% 22.2% 22.2%   44.4% 100.0% 

Total 
39 65 107 7 7 404 629 

6.2% 10.3% 17.0% 1.1% 1.1% 64.2% 100.0% 

 
 

Table 4.19 shows the police image in crime news according to nature of crime news in 

two news channels under study.  

 

The crime of murder/attempted murder received the maximum coverage in the 2 news 

channels whereby total 44 murder/attempted murder news stories were covered during 

the period of four months. In this highest percentage 20.9% (N=28) of bad police image 

has been covered in murder/attempted murder news stories and lowest percentage 

3.7% (N=5) of police misbehavior has been covered in murder/attempted murder news 

stories.  

The crime of sexual offence received the second highest coverage in the 2 news channels 

whereby total is 31 sexual offences news stories were covered during the period of four 

months. In this, highest percentage 23.4% (N=15) of bad police image has been covered 

in sexual offence news stories and lowest percentage 7.8% (N=5) of police misbehavior 

has been covered in sexual offence news stories. The crime of Kidnapping / Extortion 
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received the third highest coverage in the 2 news channels whereby total is 20 

kidnapping/extortion news stories were covered during the period of four months. In this, 

highest percentage 13.3% (N=8) of bad police image has been covered in 

kidnapping/extortion news stories and lowest percentage 3.3% (N=2) of human right 

violation has been covered in kidnapping/extortion news stories. The results shows that 

in highest crime news police image (N=107) was not good and they try to manipulate 

cases or take bribe and influence cases, secondly, police corruption (N=65) related crime 

news has been shown and thirdly, police misbehavior (N=39) related crime news has 

been shown. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Table 4.20:  Presentation of Police Attitude According to Nature of 

Crime News in two news channels 

Type of Crime story in programme 

Police in Crime News in news programme 

Total 
Neutral 

Positive 
views 

Negative 
views 

Any 
other 

N.A. 
 

Economic crime 

17     17 

100.0%     100.0% 

Robbery / Dacoity 

31 1 5   37 

83.8% 2.7% 13.5%   100.0% 

Kidnapping / Extortion 

44 2 14   60 

73.3% 3.3% 23.3%   100.0% 

Sexual offence 

40 3 21   64 

62.5% 4.7% 32.8%   100.0% 

Eve-teasing 

1     1 

100.0%     100.0% 

Dowry harassment 

24  9   33 

72.7%  27.3%   100.0% 

Juvenile Delinquency/Youth Crime 

2 1 2   5 

40.0% 20.0% 40.0%   100.0% 

Communal riots/Caste riots 

  1   1 

  100.0%   100.0% 

Organized crime 4  4   8 
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50.0%  50.0%   100.0% 

Corruption/Bribery 

3  9  1 13 

23.1%  69.2%  7.7% 100.0% 

Scam/Fraud 

40 1 9   50 

80.0% 2.0% 18.0%   100.0% 

Terrorism 

4  3 1  8 

50.0%  37.5% 12.5%  100.0% 

Cyber crime/Internet pornography 

3  3   6 

50.0%  50.0%   100.0% 

Murder/Attempted Murder 

96 5 29 4  134 

71.6% 3.7% 21.6% 3.0%  100.0% 

Theft 
21 2 2   25 

84.0% 8.0% 8.0%   100.0% 

Human right violation news 

2  10   12 

16.7%  83.3%   100.0% 

Ragging 

1     1 

100.0%     100.0% 

Crime against women 

52 2 16   70 

74.3% 2.9% 22.9%   100.0% 

MMS related crime 

5     5 

100.0%     100.0% 

Crime against children 

18  12   30 

60.0%  40.0%   100.0% 

Drug related crime 

1  1   2 

50.0%  50.0%   100.0% 

Suicide 

15  7 1  23 

65.2%  30.4% 4.3%  100.0% 

Human Trafficking 

1  1   2 

50.0%  50.0%   100.0% 

Police Violence 

1  12   13 

7.7%  92.3%   100.0% 

Others 

5  3 1  9 

55.6%  33.3% 11.1%  100.0% 

Total 
431 17 173 7 1 629 

68.5% 2.7% 27.5% 1.1% .2% 100.0% 
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Table 4.20 shows the presentation of police attitude in news channel according to nature 

of crime news in two news channels under study. The presentation of police neutral 

attitude received the maximum coverage in murder/attempted murder news stories 

whereby total 134 murder/attempted murder news stories were covered during the period 

of four months. In this highest percentage 71.6% (N=96) of police received neutral 

coverage in murder/attempted murder news stories and lowest percentage 3.7% (N=5) 

of police received positive coverage in murder/attempted murder news stories about 

there attitude.  

 

The presentation of police attitude received the second highest coverage in crime against 

women news stories whereby total 70 crimes against women news stories were covered 

during the period of four months. In this highest percentage 74.3% (N=52) of police 

received neutral coverage in crime against women news stories and lowest percentage 

2.9% (N=2) of police received positive coverage in crime against women news stories 

about there attitude.  

 

The presentation of police attitude received the third highest coverage in sexual offence 

news stories whereby total 64 sexual offence news stories were covered during the period 

of four months. In this highest percentage 62.5% (N=40) of police received neutral 

coverage in sexual offence news stories and lowest percentage 4.7% (N=3) of police 

received positive coverage in sexual offence news stories about there attitude. The total 

results were that highest neutral police attitude (N=431) have been covered in all type 

of crime news in the 2 news channels whereas secondly, negative police attitude 

(N=173) have been covered in all type of crime news in the 2 news channels and thirdly, 

positive police attitude (N=17) have been covered in all type of crime news in the 2 news 

channels. 

 

Table 4.21:  Presentation of Police Response to Crimes According to  

Nature of Crime News in two News Channels 

 

Type of Crime story How did the police respond when they get news about crime in any area Total 
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in programme Quickly 
reached 
to the 
crime 
scene 

Delayed 
in 

reaching 
crime 
scene 

Didn't 
reach 
on the 
same 
day 

Reached 
in time 

but didn't 
take 

sufficient 
action 

Investigation 
started 

Any 
other 

N.A. 
 

Economic crime 

5 3   9   17 

29.4% 17.6%   52.9%   100.0% 

Robbery / Dacoity 

15 4 1  16 1  37 

40.5% 10.8% 2.7%  43.2% 2.7%  100.0% 

Kidnapping / 
Extortion 

19 4 12  21 4  60 

31.7% 6.7% 20.0%  35.0% 6.7%  100.0% 

Sexual offence 

20 8 5 2 24 5  64 

31.3% 12.5% 7.8% 3.1% 37.5% 7.8%  100.0% 

Eve-teasing 

1       1 

100.0%       100.0% 

Dowry harassment 

3 2 3 2 20 3  33 

9.1% 6.1% 9.1% 6.1% 60.6% 9.1%  100.0% 

Juvenile 
Delinquency/Youth 
Crime 

1 1   3   5 

20.0% 20.0%   60.0%   100.0% 

Communal 
riots/Caste riots 

    1   1 

    100.0%   100.0% 

Organized crime 

2 1   4 1  8 

25.0% 12.5%   50.0% 12.5%  100.0% 

Corruption/Bribery 

3    2 5 3 13 

23.1%    15.4% 38.5% 23.1% 100.0% 

Scam/Fraud 

15 5 5  23 2  50 

30.0% 10.0% 10.0%  46.0% 4.0%  100.0% 

Terrorism 

4    4   8 

50.0%    50.0%   100.0% 

Cyber crime/Internet 
pornography 

1    4 1  6 

16.7%    66.7% 16.7%  100.0% 

Murder/Attempted 
Murder 

32 35 27 1 34 5  134 

23.9% 26.1% 20.1% .7% 25.4% 3.7%  100.0% 

Theft 
11 1 1  11 1  25 

44.0% 4.0% 4.0%  44.0% 4.0%  100.0% 

Human right 
violation news 

 4  1 4 3  12 

 33.3%  8.3% 33.3% 25.0%  100.0% 
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Ragging 

1       1 

100.0%       100.0% 

Crime against 
women 

17 19 8  23 3  70 

24.3% 27.1% 11.4%  32.9% 4.3%  100.0% 

MMS related crime 

1    4   5 

20.0%    80.0%   100.0% 

Crime against 
children 

7 5 4  13 1  30 

23.3% 16.7% 13.3%  43.3% 3.3%  100.0% 

Drug related crime 

1    1   2 

50.0%    50.0%   100.0% 

Suicide 

4 4 3  11 1  23 

17.4% 17.4% 13.0%  47.8% 4.3%  100.0% 

Human Trafficking 

  1  1   2 

  50.0%  50.0%   100.0% 

Police Violence 

2 1  2 1 6 1 13 

15.4% 7.7%  15.4% 7.7% 46.2% 7.7% 100.0% 

Others 

3    3 3  9 

33.3%    33.3% 33.3%  100.0% 

Total 
168 97 70 8 237 45 4 629 

26.7% 15.4% 11.1% 1.3% 37.7% 7.2% .6% 100.0% 

 

 

Table 4.21 shows the presentation of police response to crimes according to nature of 

crime news in the two news channels under study.  

 

The presentation of police response received the maximum coverage in 

murder/attempted murder news stories whereby total 134 murder/attempted murder 

news stories were covered during the period of four months. In this highest percentage 

26.1% (N=35) of police delay at reaching to the crime scene has been covered in 

murder/attempted murder news stories and lowest percentage .7% (N=1) of police 

reached at time but did not take required sufficient action received coverage in 

murder/attempted murder news stories about there response.  

 

The presentation of police response received the second highest coverage in crime 

against women news stories whereby total 70 crimes against women news stories were 
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covered during the period of four months. In this highest percentage 32.9% (N=23) of 

police start investigation after reaching at crime scene has been covered in crime 

against women news stories and lowest percentage 11.4% (N=8) of police reached on 

time at crime scene has been covered in crime against women news stories about there 

response. 

 

The presentation of police response received the third highest coverage in sexual offence 

news stories whereby total 64 sexual offence news stories were published. In this highest 

percentage 37.5% (N=24) of police start investigation after reaching at crime scene 

has been covered in sexual offence news stories and lowest percentage 3.1% (N=2) of 

police reached at time but did not take required sufficient action received coverage in 

sexual offence news stories.  

 

The highest covered response in news channel about police is that police start 

investigation (N=237) after reaching to the crime scene of crime. Secondly, covered 

response in news channel about police is that police quickly reached at crime scene 

(N=168) and thirdly, covered response in news channel about police is that police reach 

delayed at crime scene (N=97). 

 

Table 4.22:  Presentation of Police Action on Crimes According to 

Nature of Crime News in two News Channels 

 

Type of Crime story 
in programme 

Police action on crime 

Total Didn't 
write 
FIR 

Twisted 
FIR 

Manipulated 
cases 

Implicated 
persons 

Wrote 
FIR 

Any 
other 

N.A. 
 

Economic crime 

1    16   17 

5.9%    94.1%   100.0% 

Robbery / Dacoity 

2 1 2  32   37 

5.4% 2.7% 5.4%  86.5%   100.0% 

Kidnapping / 
Extortion 

1 5 3 1 50   60 

1.7% 8.3% 5.0% 1.7% 83.3%   100.0% 

Sexual offence 

6 2 11  44 1  64 

9.4% 3.1% 17.2%  68.8% 1.6%  100.0% 
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Eve-teasing 

    1   1 

    100.0%   100.0% 

Dowry harassment 

4  3  26   33 

12.1%  9.1%  78.8%   100.0% 

Juvenile 
Delinquency/Youth 
Crime 

1  1  3   5 

20.0%  20.0%  60.0%   100.0% 

Communal 
riots/Caste riots 

1       1 

100.0%       100.0% 

Organized crime 

  2  4 2  8 

  25.0%  50.0% 25.0%  100.0% 

Corruption/Bribery 

6 3   3  1 13 

46.2% 23.1%   23.1%  7.7% 100.0% 

Scam/Fraud 

2  2 1 45   50 

4.0%  4.0% 2.0% 90.0%   100.0% 

Terrorism 

1  1  5 1  8 

12.5%  12.5%  62.5% 12.5%  100.0% 

Cyber crime/Internet 
pornography 

 1 2  3   6 

 16.7% 33.3%  50.0%   100.0% 

Murder/Attempted 
Murder 

4 5 17 3 103 2  134 

3.0% 3.7% 12.7% 2.2% 76.9% 1.5%  100.0% 

Theft 
1  1  22 1  25 

4.0%  4.0%  88.0% 4.0%  100.0% 

Human right 
violation news 

6 2 1 1 2   12 

50.0% 16.7% 8.3% 8.3% 16.7%   100.0% 

Ragging 

    1   1 

    100.0%   100.0% 

Crime against 
women 

5 5 6 1 52 1  70 

7.1% 7.1% 8.6% 1.4% 74.3% 1.4%  100.0% 

MMS related crime 

    5   5 

    100.0%   100.0% 

Crime against 
children 

  9  21   30 

  30.0%  70.0%   100.0% 

Drug related crime 

    2   2 

    100.0%   100.0% 

Suicide 

2 1  2 16 2  23 

8.7% 4.3%  8.7% 69.6% 8.7%  100.0% 
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Human Trafficking 

    2   2 

    100.0%   100.0% 

Police Violence 

7  3 1 1 1  13 

53.8%  23.1% 7.7% 7.7% 7.7%  100.0% 

Others 

  2  3 4  9 

  22.2%  33.3% 44.4%  100.0% 

Total 
50 25 66 10 462 15 1 629 

7.9% 4.0% 10.5% 1.6% 73.4% 2.4% .2% 100.0% 

 

Table 4.22 shows the presentation of police action on crime according to nature of crime 

news in two news channels under study.  

 

The police received the maximum coverage in murder/attempted murder news stories 

whereby total 134 murder/attempted murder news stories were covered during the period 

of four months. In this highest percentage 76.9% (N=103) of police write FIR of the 

crime has been covered in murder/attempted murder news stories and lowest percentage 

2.2% (N=3) of police implicates the persons in the crime received coverage in 

murder/attempted murder news stories about there action.  

 

The police received the second highest coverage in crime against women news stories 

whereby total 70 crimes against women news stories were covered during the period of 

four months. In this highest percentage 74.3% (N=52) of police write FIR of the crime 

has been covered in crime against women news stories and lowest percentage 1.4% 

(N=1) of police implicates the persons in the crime received coverage in crime against 

women news stories about there action.  

 

The police received the third highest coverage in sexual offence news stories whereby 

total 64 sexual offence news stories were covered during the period of four months. In 

this highest percentage 68.8% (N=44) of police write FIR of the crime has been covered 

in sexual offence news stories and lowest percentage 3.1% (N=2) of police writes 

twisted FIR of the victim in the crime received coverage in sexual offence news stories.  
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The total result shows that highest covered response in news channel about police action 

is that police write FIR (N=462) of victims whereas secondly, covered response in news 

channel about police action is that police manipulate cases of crimes (N=66) and 

thirdly, covered response in news channel about police action is that police (N=50) did 

not write FIR or made excuses about case solving. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 4.23:  Presentation of various kinds of Victims Involved in Crime 

News According to Nature of Crime News in two News Channels 

 

Type of Crime story 
in programme 

Victim in Crime News 

Total 
Male Female Children’s 

Young 
Adults 

Old 
People 

Any 
other 

 

Economic crime 

 1  1  15 17 

 5.9%  5.9%  88.2% 100.0% 

Robbery / Dacoity 

10 4   2 21 37 

27.0% 10.8%   5.4% 56.8% 100.0% 

Kidnapping / 
Extortion 

23 6 14 7 1 9 60 

38.3% 10.0% 23.3% 11.7% 1.7% 15.0% 100.0% 

Sexual offence 

1 42 8 9  4 64 

1.6% 65.6% 12.5% 14.1%  6.3% 100.0% 

Eve-teasing 

 1     1 

 100.0%     100.0% 

Dowry harassment 

1 32     33 

3.0% 97.0%     100.0% 

Juvenile 
Delinquency/Youth 
Crime 

1   2  2 5 

20.0%   40.0%  40.0% 100.0% 

Communal 
riots/Caste riots 

     1 1 

     100.0% 100.0% 

Organized crime      8 8 
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     100.0% 100.0% 

Corruption/Bribery 

5   2  6 13 

38.5%   15.4%  46.2% 100.0% 

Scam/Fraud 

11 2   1 36 50 

22.0% 4.0%   2.0% 72.0% 100.0% 

Terrorism 

1     7 8 

12.5%     87.5% 100.0% 

Cyber crime/Internet 
pornography 

 1  3  2 6 

 16.7%  50.0%  33.3% 100.0% 

Murder/Attempted 
Murder 

83 7 4 16 4 20 134 

61.9% 5.2% 3.0% 11.9% 3.0% 14.9% 100.0% 

Theft 
3 4 1 1  16 25 

12.0% 16.0% 4.0% 4.0%  64.0% 100.0% 

Human right violation 
news 

5 1  1 1 4 12 

41.7% 8.3%  8.3% 8.3% 33.3% 100.0% 

Ragging 

   1   1 

   100.0%   100.0% 

Crime against women 

 59 2 8 1  70 

 84.3% 2.9% 11.4% 1.4%  100.0% 

MMS related crime 

 2  3   5 

 40.0%  60.0%   100.0% 

Crime against 
children 

  30    30 

  100.0%    100.0% 

Drug related crime 

     2 2 

     100.0% 100.0% 

Suicide 

13 3 1 4 1 1 23 

56.5% 13.0% 4.3% 17.4% 4.3% 4.3% 100.0% 

Human Trafficking 

2      2 

100.0%      100.0% 

Police Violence 

5   1  7 13 

38.5%   7.7%  53.8% 100.0% 

Others 

1   2  6 9 

11.1%   22.2%  66.7% 100.0% 

Total 
165 165 60 61 11 167 629 

26.2% 26.2% 9.5% 9.7% 1.7% 26.6% 100.0% 
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Table 4.23 shows the victims involved in crime news according to nature of crime news 

in two news channels under study.  

 

The presentation of male victims received the maximum coverage in murder/attempted 

murder news stories whereby total 134 murder/attempted murder news stories were 

covered during the period of four months. In this highest percentage 61.9% (N=83) of 

male victims has received coverage in murder/attempted murder news stories and lowest 

percentage 3% (N=4) of children’s and old age victims has received coverage in 

murder/attempted murder news stories.  

 

The presentation of female victims received the second highest coverage in crime 

against women news stories whereby total 70 crimes against women news stories were 

covered during the period of four months. In this highest percentage 84.3% (N=59) of 

female victims has received coverage in crime against women news stories and lowest 

percentage 1.4% (N=1) of old age female victims has received coverage in crime against 

women news stories.  

 

The presentation of female victims received the third highest coverage in sexual offence 

news stories whereby total 64 sexual offence news stories were covered during the 

period of four months. In this highest percentage 65.6% (N=42) of female victims has 

received coverage in sexual offence news stories and lowest percentage 1.6% (N=1) of 

male victims has received coverage in sexual offence news stories. The total result show 

that male and female victims (N=165) have been received highest coverage, secondly 

young victims (N=61) have been received coverage and thirdly, children’s (N=60) have 

been received coverage. 

 

 

Table 4.24:  Presentation of Police Behavior with Victims of Crime 

According to Nature of Crime News in two News Channels 

 

Type of Crime story in 
programme 

Police handling of victims 
Total 

With Indifferent Negligent Any N.A. 
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attention 
and 

sympathy 

and 
Uncaring 

other  

Economic crime 

5 3  9  17 

29.4% 17.6%  52.9%  100.0% 

Robbery / Dacoity 

5 3 1 28  37 

13.5% 8.1% 2.7% 75.7%  100.0% 

Kidnapping / Extortion 

30 13 8 9  60 

50.0% 21.7% 13.3% 15.0%  100.0% 

Sexual offence 

23 6 15 19 1 64 

35.9% 9.4% 23.4% 29.7% 1.6% 100.0% 

Eve-teasing 

1     1 

100.0%     100.0% 

Dowry harassment 

14 8 3 8  33 

42.4% 24.2% 9.1% 24.2%  100.0% 

Juvenile 
Delinquency/Youth 
Crime 

1 1 1 2  5 

20.0% 20.0% 20.0% 40.0%  100.0% 

Communal riots/Caste 
riots 

 1    1 

 100.0%    100.0% 

Organized crime 

1 2  4 1 8 

12.5% 25.0%  50.0% 12.5% 100.0% 

Corruption/Bribery 

3 3 5 1 1 13 

23.1% 23.1% 38.5% 7.7% 7.7% 100.0% 

Scam/Fraud 

30 4 5 11  50 

60.0% 8.0% 10.0% 22.0%  100.0% 

Terrorism 

1 2  4 1 8 

12.5% 25.0%  50.0% 12.5% 100.0% 

Cyber crime/Internet 
pornography 

1 2 1 2  6 

16.7% 33.3% 16.7% 33.3%  100.0% 

Murder/Attempted 
Murder 

14 12 19 89  134 

10.4% 9.0% 14.2% 66.4%  100.0% 

Theft 
11 5 1 8  25 

44.0% 20.0% 4.0% 32.0%  100.0% 

Human right violation 
news 

1 3 7 1  12 

8.3% 25.0% 58.3% 8.3%  100.0% 

Ragging 1     1 
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100.0%     100.0% 

Crime against women 

12 13 6 39  70 

17.1% 18.6% 8.6% 55.7%  100.0% 

MMS related crime 

3 1 1   5 

60.0% 20.0% 20.0%   100.0% 

Crime against children 

9 5 8 8  30 

30.0% 16.7% 26.7% 26.7%  100.0% 

Drug related crime 

   2  2 

   100.0%  100.0% 

Suicide 

4 6 4 9  23 

17.4% 26.1% 17.4% 39.1%  100.0% 

Human Trafficking 

1  1   2 

50.0%  50.0%   100.0% 

Police Violence 

1 4 7 1  13 

7.7% 30.8% 53.8% 7.7%  100.0% 

Others 

2 1 1 3 2 9 

22.2% 11.1% 11.1% 33.3% 22.2% 100.0% 

Total 
174 98 94 257 6 629 

27.7% 15.6% 14.9% 40.9% 1.0% 100.0% 

 

 

Table 4.24 shows the presentation of police behavior with victims of crime according to 

nature of crime news in two news channels under study. The presentation of police 

negligent and uncaring behavior received the maximum coverage in murder/attempted 

murder news stories whereby total 134 murder/attempted murder news stories were 

covered during the period of four months. In this highest percentage 14.2% (N=19) of 

negligent and uncaring police behavior with victims has received coverage in 

murder/attempted murder news stories and lowest percentage 9% (N=12) of indifferent 

police behavior with victims has received coverage in murder/attempted murder news 

stories about there behavior. The presentation of indifferent police behavior received 

the second highest coverage in crime against women news stories whereby total 70 

crimes against women news stories were covered during the period of four months. In 

this highest percentage 18.6% (N=13) of indifferent police behavior with victims has 

received coverage in crime against women news stories and lowest percentage 8.6% 

(N=6) of negligent and uncaring police behavior with victims has received coverage in 
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crime against women news stories about there behavior. The presentation of attention 

and sympathy shown in police behavior received the third highest coverage in sexual 

offence news stories whereby total 64 sexual offence news stories were covered during 

the period of four months. In this highest percentage 35.9% (N=23) of attention and 

sympathy shown in police behavior with victims has received coverage in sexual 

offence news stories and lowest percentage 9.4% (N=6) of indifferent police behavior 

with victims has received coverage in sexual offence news stories. The total result show 

that presentation of police behavior in crime news with victims as sympathetic and 

attentive (N=174), secondly police behavior with victims has been indifferent (N=98) and 

thirdly, police behavior with victims has been negligent and uncaring (N=94). 

 

Table 4.25:  Status of victims of crime news covered per day in two 

News Channels 

Victim comes from which status 

Name of News channel 

Total 
Aajtak 

Star news 
 

Lower class 

29 22 51 

56.9% 43.1% 100.0% 

Middle class 

135 230 365 

37.0% 63.0% 100.0% 

Upper class 

39 37 76 

51.3% 48.7% 100.0% 

High-profile 

8 1 9 

88.9% 11.1% 100.0% 

Others 

55 57 112 

49.1% 50.9% 100.0% 

N.A. 
7 9 16 

43.8% 56.3% 100.0% 

Total 
273 356 629 

43.4% 56.6% 100.0% 

 

Table 4.25 shows the status of victims of crime news covered per day in the two news 

channels under study. The middle class victim’s related crime news received the 
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maximum coverage in the 2 news channels whereby total 365 of middle class victims’ 

crime news were covered during the period of four months. In this highest percentage 

63% (N=230) of middle class victims’ related crime news has been covered in Star 

news channel and lowest percentage 37% (N=135) of middle class victims’ related crime 

news has been covered in Aajtak news channel. 

 

 The upper class victim’s related crime news received the second highest coverage in 

the 2 news channels whereby total 76 of upper class victims’ related crime news were 

covered during the period of four months. In this highest percentage 51.3% (N=39) of 

upper class victims’ related crime news has been covered in Aajtak news channel and 

lowest percentage 48.7% (N=37) of upper class victims’ related crime news has been 

covered in Star news channel.  

 

The lower class victim’s related crime news received the third highest coverage in the 2 

news channels whereby total 51 of lower class victims’ related crime news were 

covered during the period of four months. In this highest percentage 56.9% (N=29) of 

lower class victims’ related news has been covered in Aajtak news channel and lowest 

percentage 43.1% (N=22) of lower class victims’ related crime news has been covered 

in Star news channel. The total results shows that highest middle class victim’s related 

crime news covered in Star news channel (N=230) and secondly, upper class victim’s 

related crime news covered in Aajtak news channel (N=39) and thirdly, lower class 

victim’s related crime news covered in Aajtak news channel (N=29).The high profile 

victims related crime news has a high percentage (N=8) of coverage in Aajtak news 

channel. 

 

Table 4.26:  Nature of Victims Loss in Crime News Covered per day in 

two News Channels 

Nature of loss 

Name of News channel 

Total 
Aajtak 

Star news 
 

Physical loss 
22 20 42 

52.4% 47.6% 100.0% 



 156 

Emotional loss 
62 139 201 

30.8% 69.2% 100.0% 

Property loss 
15 21 36 

41.7% 58.3% 100.0% 

Financial loss/Economic loss 
55 56 111 

49.5% 50.5% 100.0% 

Any other loss 
21 18 39 

53.8% 46.2% 100.0% 

N.A. 
98 102 200 

49.0% 51.0% 100.0% 

Total 
273 356 629 

43.4% 56.6% 100.0% 

Table 4.26 shows the nature of victims loss in crime news covered per day in the two 

news channels under study. The emotional loss related crime news received the 

maximum coverage in the 2 news channels whereby total 201 of emotional loss related 

crime news were covered during the period of four months. In this highest percentage 

69.2% (N=139) of emotional loss related crime news has been covered in Star news 

channel and lowest percentage 30.8% (N=62) of emotional loss related crime news has 

been covered in Aajtak news channel.  

 

 The financial/economic loss related crime news received the second highest coverage 

in the 2 news channels whereby total 111 of financial/economic loss related crime news 

were covered during the period of four months. In this highest percentage 50.5% (N=56) 

of financial/economic loss related crime news has been covered in Star news channel 

and lowest percentage 49.5% (N=55) of financial/economic loss related crime news has 

been covered in Aajtak news channel.  

 

The physical loss related crime news received the third highest coverage in the 2 news 

channels whereby total 42 of physical loss related crime news were covered during the 

period of four months.In this highest percentage 52.4% (N=22) of physical loss related 

crime news has been covered in Aajtak news channel and lowest percentage 47.6% 

(N=20) of physical loss related news has been covered in Star news channel.  

 



 157 

The total results shows that highest emotional loss related crime news covered in Star 

news channel (N=139) and secondly, financial/economic loss related crime news 

covered in Star news channel (N=56) and thirdly, physical loss related crime news 

covered in Aajtak news channel (N=22). 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Hypotheses: 

Hypothesis 1:  Coverage of crime news in the news channels varies in 

accordance with nature of crime. 

The coverage of crime news in the electronic media i.e Aajtak and Star news is displayed 

in Table 1.2. The variance in the coverage of crime news has been shown in the results 

which support the Hypothesis. 

 

Pearson’s chi-square test of association, 0.05 significance level 

Outcome:  X2= 49.939, df=24; p=0.001 

The relationship between the nature of crime news and new channels’ coverage is 

significant. Thus the hypotheses that coverage of crime news in the electronic media 

varies in accordance with nature of crime is accepted. 

 

Hypothesis 2: Manner of crime reporting in news channels is 

sensational rather than objective. 

 The topics regarding manner of crime reporting in the electronic media i.e Aajtak and 

Star news is displayed in Table 1.14. The patterns of the various forms of contents given 

to crime news by two news channels have been discussed in the results which support the 

hypothesis. 
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Pearson’s chi-square test of association, 0.05 significance level 

Outcome:  X2= 177.547, df=72; p=0.000 

The relationship between the content of crime news and news channels’ coverage is 

significant. Thus the hypotheses that manner of crime reporting in news channels is 

sensational rather than objective. 

 

 

 

 

Hypothesis 3: News items pertaining to high profile persons receive 

priority and increased coverage in the news channels. 

The topics regarding coverage of crime news according to the status of persons (accused) 

involved in crime news in the news channels has been displayed in Table 1.11. The 

patterns of coverage of crime news on the basis of the status of the persons (accused) 

involved in crime news support the hypothesis that news items pertaining to high profile 

persons receive priority and increased coverage in the news channels. 

. 

Pearson’s chi-square test of association, 0.05 significance level 

Outcome:  X2= 29.907, df=07; p=0.000 

The relationship between the status of the persons (accused) involved in crime news and 

news channels coverage is significant. Thus the hypothesis that news items pertaining to 

high profile persons receive priority and increased coverage in the news channels is 

accepted. 

 
Hypothesis 4: Police receives negative coverage in the news channels. 

The topic regarding representation of police in crime news is displayed in two tables i.e. 

Table1.19 and Table 1.21.  
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Let us first consider Table 1.19 in which the relationship between police attitude and 

various types of crimes is displayed. The patterns of the police attitude in various types of 

crime discussed in the results support the hypothesis that police receive negative 

coverage in the media. 

 

Pearson’s chi-square test of association, 0.05 significance level 

Outcome:  X2= 278.550, df=120; p=0.000 

The relationship between the relationship between police attitude and various types of 

crimes is significant. Thus the hypothesis that police receives negative coverage in the 

news channels is accepted.  

. 

In Table 1.19 the relationship between police handling of victims and various types of 

crimes is displayed. The patterns of the police attitude in various types of crime discussed 

in the results support the hypothesis that police receive negative coverage in the media. 

 

Pearson’s chi-square test of association, 0.05 significance level 

Outcome:  X2= 300.309, df=96; p=0.000 

The relationship between police handling of victims and various types of crimes is 

significant. Thus the hypothesis that police receives negative coverage in the news 

channels is accepted.  

 

Hypothesis 5: News item relating to innovation in crime detection and 

crime prevention technology get limited coverage in the media. 

The topics regarding coverage of news item relating to innovation in crime detection and 

crime prevention technology in crime news in news channels has been displayed in Table 

1.5. The patterns of coverage of news item relating to innovation in crime detection and 

crime prevention technology in crime news in news channels support the hypothesis that 

news item relating to innovation in crime detection and crime prevention technology get 

limited coverage in the media. 

 

Pearson’s chi-square test of association, 0.05 significance level 
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Outcome:  X2= 1.714, df=3; p=0.341 

The relationship between news item relating to innovation in crime detection and crime 

prevention technology in crime news and its coverage in the two news channels is 

significant. Thus the hypothesis that news item relating to innovation in crime detection 

and crime prevention technology get limited coverage in the news channels is accepted.  

 

Hypothesis 6: News relating to crime victim and their welfare do not 

receive enough attention. 

The topics regarding coverage of victims loss in crime has been displayed in Table 1.25. 

The patterns of coverage of victim’s loss in crime in news channels support the 

hypothesis that news relating to crime victim and their welfare do not receive enough 

attention. 

 

Pearson’s chi-square test of association, 0.05 significance level 

Outcome:  X2= 20.313, df=5; p=0.001 

The relationship between victim’s loss and its coverage in the two news channels is 

significant. Thus the hypothesis that news relating to crime victim and their welfare do 

not receive enough attention is accepted.  

  

Hypothesis 7: Electronic media coverage of crime tends to dramatize 

crime news. 

The topics regarding presentation of content of crime in crime news by 2 news channels 

has been displayed in Table 1.8. The patterns of coverage of content of crime in crime 

news in news channels support the hypothesis that electronic media coverage of crime 

tend to dramatize crime news. 

 

Pearson’s chi-square test of association, 0.05 significance level 

Outcome:  X2= 6.986, df=2; p=0.030 
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The relationship between content of crime in crime news and its coverage in the two 

news channels is significant. Thus the hypothesis that electronic media coverage of crime 

tend to dramatize crime news is accepted.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHAPTER 5 

 
Public Views on Crime News by Media and 

its Impact on Public Perception and 

Behaviour 

                                                                                                                                                                
The present chapter includes the public response on the issues relating to impact of crime 

news on public perception and behaviour.  In this chapter the findings have been 

presented using frequencies and percentages. The views of public have been collected on 

the basis of answers given by the people to the questions of pre-structured interview 

schedules. The discussion on the results has been initiated with the descriptive statistical 

analysis of the data which cover the objectives of the present study. It helped in proving 

that whether the hypothesis set can be accepted as true or they should be refuted. 

 

The public views on issues related to the impact of crime news on public perception and 

behaviour such as whether crime news by media in general and by newspapers and 

television in particular increase crime and fear in society, types of crimes increasing in 

society from reading crime news and watching crime programmes, whether reader try to 
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imitate the crime news which has been read by him/her, public feelings after reading and 

viewing crime news among others have been collected through interview schedule and 

have been analyzed in the Table  and displayed below in this Chapter. The study provides 

an overview of available information regarding media coverage and its possible impact 

on public opinion. The findings are likely to help establish relevant research avenues and 

set forth recommendations in this regard. 

 

Crime news receives extensive media attention but the lack of data on the topic was 

probably to be expected considering that even the relationship between the media and 

crime/justice has not yet been thoroughly explored. Media, crime and criminal justice 

relations involve interdisciplinary perspectives. Important research is conducted within 

the disciplines of criminology, criminal justice, sociology, psychology, psychiatry, 

political science, law, public administration, communications and journalism. It is not 

surprising therefore, that such a multi disciplinary area has no comprehensive general 

resources on this subject. 

                           

Therefore the questions and themes such as what is the impact of crime news on public, 

what are the patterns manner and frequencies of public opinion on crime news,  whether 

crime news by media increase crime and fear in Society, whether crime news by different 

media sources increases crime and fear in Society, whether newspapers are responsible 

for increasing crimes in Society, types of crimes increasing in society from reading 

newspapers, whether increasing circulation of newspaper depends on publishing more 

crime news, kinds of thought comes into the mind of reader while reading crime news, is 

crime programme generate feeling of fear and imitation in public, types of fear shown in 

crime programmes, whether crime programmes of news channels are responsible for 

increasing crime in society, types of crimes increasing in society by watching crime 

programmes are the focus of this Chapter. 

 

Analysis Plan  
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The proposed research consists of survey of opinion of public, analysis and interpretation 

of public views on media representation of crime news and the patterns and manner of 

formed public opinion on crime news. The data have been collected through an Interview 

Schedule specifically devised for the study. The sample included in the study is:  

 

Sample: 

S.NO. Category Location Sample Size Sampling Method 

1. Professionals Sagar 139 Random 

2. Students Sagar 50 Random 

3. Businessmen Sagar 50 Random 

 Total  239  

 

The objective of the present analysis of the public opinion of crime news stories and 

their impact on public opinion is as follows: 

 

1. To know the views of public about crime news and their effects on the fear of 

crime in society and victims of crime. 

 

Descriptive Measures 

 

Public views have been analyzed on a number of descriptive measures from newspaper 

readers and news channel viewers. From newspaper readers, questions were to know 

public opinion on variety of issues such as, i.e. whether crime news by media increase 

crime and fear in society, whether crime news by different media sources increases crime 

and fear in Society, whether newspapers are responsible for increasing crime in society, 

types of crimes increasing in society from reading newspapers, whether reader try to 

imitate the crime news which has been read by him/her, type of crime person try to 

imitate mostly, type of news readers like to read first, readers feelings while reading 

crime news, whether increasing circulation of newspaper depends on publishing more 

crime news, kind of thought comes into the mind of reader while reading crime news, 
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negative type of thoughts after reading crime news in newspapers, positive type of 

thoughts after reading crime news in newspapers, readers feelings while reading crime 

news, whether newspapers publish mostly crime news, representation of criminality in 

crime news in newspaper etc.  

 

From news channel viewers, questions were to know public opinion on  following issues 

such as type of crime episode they like most, important things they like mostly in crime 

news programmes, crime programme generate feeling of fear and imitation in public, 

type of fear shown in crime programmes, whether crime programmes of news channels 

are responsible for increasing crime in society, types of crimes increasing in society by 

watching crime programmes, viewers feelings while watching crime programmes in T.V., 

type of news they like to watch first, whether crime programmes increases the news 

channel's popularity on which it is broadcasted, kind of thought comes in viewers mind 

while watching crime programmes in news channels, negative type of thoughts, positive 

type of thoughts, feelings while watching crime programmes in news channels, whether 

string operation are right or not and representation of criminality in crime news in 

newspaper etc.  

 

Findings: 

The starting point for assessing the public responses about crime news reported in the 

various newspapers and news channels. From an overall perspective, 239 public opinions 

have been taken through interview schedule during the period of 4 months (181 days) 

analyzed. To seek the view points of public about crime news the impact survey of 

opinion of public has been done. The findings are displayed in Tables below followed 

by the discussion on significant. 

 
Table 5.1: Public response on whether crime news by media raises 

crime and fear in Society 

Whether crime news by media raises crime and 
fear in Society 

Gender 

Total 
Female 

Male 
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Yes 

79 80 159 

49.7% 50.3% 100.0% 

No 

30 50 80 

37.5% 62.5% 100.0% 

Total 
109 130 239 

45.6% 54.4% 100.0% 

 

Table 5.1 displays public response on whether crime news by media increases crime and 

fear in society from reading crime news in the newspapers under study. The public 

response in affirmation is maximum under it whereby total 159 public views have been 

covered. In this highest percentage 50.3% (N=80) of males and lowest percentage 49.7% 

(N=79) of females are of the view are that crime news by media increase crime and fear 

in society.  

 

The public response in negative is minimum under it whereby total 80 public views have 

been covered. In this highest percentage 62.5% (N=50) of males and lowest percentage 

37.5% (N=30) of females are of the view are that crime news by media does not increase 

crime and fear in society. 

 

Table 5.2: Public response on whether crime news by different media 

sources increase crime and fear in Society 

 

Whether crime news by different media sources 
increases crime and fear in Society 

Gender 

Total 
Female 

Male 
 

TV 

69 69 138 

50.0% 50.0% 100.0% 

Newspaper 

10 7 17 

58.8% 41.2% 100.0% 

Radio 

 2 2 

 100.0% 100.0% 

Magazine 

 2 2 

 100.0% 100.0% 

Total 79 80 159 
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49.7% 50.3% 100.0% 

 
 

Table 5.2 displays public response on whether crime news by different media sources 

increase crime and fear in society. The public response on television crime programme 

increases crime and fear in society received the maximum views from the public 

whereby total 138 public views have been covered. In this highest percentage 50% 

(N=69) of male and 50% (N=69) of female are of the view that television crime 

programme increases crime and fear in society.  

 

The public response is second highest on the preposition that newspapers crime story 

increases crime and fear in society whereby total 17 public views have been covered. In 

this, highest percentage 58.8% (N=10) of females and lowest percentage 41.2% (N=7) of 

males are of the view are that newspapers crime story increase crime and fear in society.  

 

The public response on the preposition that crime news by radio and magazine 

increases crime and fear in society received the third highest views from the public 

whereby total 2 public views have been covered. 

 

I. Newspaper readers’ opinions 

 
 

Table 5.3: Public responses on whether newspapers are responsible for 

increasing Crime in Society 

 

Whether newspapers are responsible for 
increasing Crime in Society 

Gender 

Total 
Female 

Male 
 

Yes 

58 59 117 

49.6% 50.4% 100.0% 

No 

38 60 98 

38.8% 61.2% 100.0% 

Can't Say 

13 11 24 

54.2% 45.8% 100.0% 
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Total 
109 130 239 

45.6% 54.4% 100.0% 

 

 

 

Table 5.3 displays public responses on whether newspapers are responsible for increasing 

crime and fear in Society.  

 

The public response in affirmation is maximum under it whereby total 117 public views 

have been covered. In this highest percentage 50.4% (N=59) of males and lowest 

percentage 49.7% (N=58) of female views are that newspapers increases crime and fear 

in Society. The public response in negative is second highest under it whereby total 98 

public views have been covered. In this, highest percentage 61.2% (N=60) of males and 

lowest percentage 38.8% (N=38) of females are of the view that newspapers didn’t 

increases crime and fear in Society. 

 

The category of public response under can’t say is lowest whereby total 24 public views 

have been covered. 

 

Table 5.4: Public response on type of crimes increasing in society from 

reading newspapers 

 

Types of crimes increasing in society from 
reading newspapers 

Gender 

Total 
Female 

Male 
 

Sexual abuse 

20 21 41 

48.8% 51.2% 100.0% 

Violence 

24 22 46 

52.2% 47.8% 100.0% 

Theft 
5 6 11 

45.5% 54.5% 100.0% 

Crime against Women 

7 4 11 

63.6% 36.4% 100.0% 

Child Crime 

2 2 4 

50.0% 50.0% 100.0% 
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Ragging 

 4 4 

 100.0% 100.0% 

Total 
58 59 117 

49.6% 50.4% 100.0% 

 

 

 

Table 5.4 displays public response on types of crimes increasing in Society from reading 

crime news in the newspapers under study.  

 

The public response on violence related crimes in society increasing due to 

newspapers received the maximum views from the public whereby total 46 public views 

have been covered. In this highest percentage 52.2% (N=24) of females and lowest 

percentage 47.8% (N=22) of males are of the view that newspapers increases violence 

related crimes in Society.  

 

The public response on sexual abuse related crimes in society increasing due to 

newspapers received the second highest views from the public whereby total 41 public 

views have been covered. In this, highest percentage 51.2% (N=21) of males and lowest 

percentage 48.8% (N=20) of females are of the view that newspapers increases sexual 

abuse related crimes in Society.  

 

The public response on newspapers increases theft and crime against women related 

crimes in society received the third highest views from the public whereby total (N=11) 

public views have been covered. 

 

Table 5.5: Public response on imitation of crime news by readers 
 

 

Whether reader try to imitate the crime news which 
has been read by him/her 

Gender 

Total 
Female 

Male 
 

Yes 

77 90 167 

46.1% 53.9% 100.0% 

No 

21 25 46 

45.7% 54.3% 100.0% 
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Can't Say 

11 15 26 

42.3% 57.7% 100.0% 

Total 
109 130 239 

45.6% 54.4% 100.0% 

 

 

 

Table 5.5 displays public response on imitation of crime news by readers of the 

newspapers under study. The public response in affirmation is maximum under it 

whereby total 167 public views have been covered. In this highest percentage 53.9% 

(N=90) of males and lowest percentage 46.1% (N=77) of females are of the view that 

persons try to imitate the crime news if they get opportunity. 

 

The public response in negative is second highest under it whereby total 46 public views 

shave been covered. In this, highest percentage 54.3% (N=25) of males and lowest 

percentage 45.7% (N=21) of females are of view that persons did not try to imitate the 

crime news if they get opportunity. 

 

 

Table 5.6: Public response on imitation of types of crimes by persons  

 
 

Type of crime person try to imitate mostly 

Gender 

Total 
Female 

Male 
 

Theft and Burglary 

35 40 75 

46.7% 53.3% 100.0% 

Fraud 

20 28 48 

41.7% 58.3% 100.0% 

Kidnapping 

17 15 32 

53.1% 46.9% 100.0% 

Attempt to Murder 

5 7 12 

41.7% 58.3% 100.0% 

Total 
77 90 167 

46.1% 53.9% 100.0% 
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Table 5.6 displays public response on type of crimes person tries to imitate from reading 

crime news in the newspapers under study.  

 

The public response on theft and burglary related crimes received the maximum views 

from the public whereby total 75 public views have been covered. In this highest 

percentage 53.3% (N=40) of males and lowest percentage 46.7% (N=35) of females are 

of the view that person tries to imitate mostly theft and burglary related crimes in society. 

 

The public response on fraud related crimes in society received the second highest 

views from the public whereby total 48 public views have been covered. In this, highest 

percentage 58.3% (N=28) of males and lowest percentage 41.7% (N=20) of females are 

of the view that person tries to imitate mostly fraud related crimes in society. 

 

The public response on kidnapping related crimes in society received the third highest 

views from the public whereby total 32 public views have been covered. In this, highest 

percentage 53.1% (N=17) of females and lowest percentage 46.9% (N=15) of males are 

of the view that person tries to imitate kidnapping related crimes in society. 

 

Table 5.7: Public response on readers’ preferences for various types of 

news 

Type of news readers like to read first 

Gender 

Total 
Female 

Male 
 

Crime Related 

21 18 39 

53.8% 46.2% 100.0% 

Politics Related 

6 23 29 

20.7% 79.3% 100.0% 

Sports Related 

8 26 34 

23.5% 76.5% 100.0% 

Entertainment Related 

29 27 56 

51.8% 48.2% 100.0% 

Business Related 6 14 20 
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30.0% 70.0% 100.0% 

Career Related 

37 21 58 

63.8% 36.2% 100.0% 

Others 

2 1 3 

66.7% 33.3% 100.0% 

Total 
109 130 239 

45.6% 54.4% 100.0% 

 
 

 

 

Table 5.7 displays public response on type of news readers like to read in the newspapers 

under study. 

 

The public response on career related news received the maximum coverage from the 

public whereby total 58 public views have been covered. In this highest percentage 

53.3% (N=37) of females and lowest percentage 36.2% (N=21) of males are of the view 

that they read first career related news. 

 

The public response on reading of entertainment related news received the second 

highest views from the public whereby total 56 public views have been covered. In this 

highest percentage 51.8% (N=29) of females and lowest percentage 48.2% (N=27) of 

males    are of the view that they read entertainment related news. 

 

The public response on crime related news received the third highest views from the 

public whereby total 39 public views have been covered. In this highest percentage 

53.8% (N=21) of females and lowest percentage 46.2% (N=18) of males are of the view 

that they read crime related news.  

 

Table 5.8: Public response on readers’ feelings while reading crime 

news 

 

Readers feelings while reading crime news 

Gender 

Total 
Female 

Male 
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Insecurity 

42 39 81 

51.9% 48.1% 100.0% 

Fear 

26 22 48 

54.2% 45.8% 100.0% 

Excitement 

11 7 18 

61.1% 38.9% 100.0% 

Entertainment Only 

13 23 36 

36.1% 63.9% 100.0% 

Informative 

16 36 52 

30.8% 69.2% 100.0% 

Others 

1 3 4 

25.0% 75.0% 100.0% 

Total 
109 130 239 

45.6% 54.4% 100.0% 

 

 

Table 5.8 displays public response on readers’ feelings while reading crime news in the 

newspapers under study. The insecurity feeling received the maximum views from the 

public whereby total 81 public views have been covered. In this highest percentage 

51.9% (N=42) of females and lowest percentage 48.1% (N=39) of males are of the view 

that they feel insecure while reading crime news.  

 

The public response on informative thought received the second highest views from the 

public whereby total 52 public views have been covered. In this highest percentage 

69.2% (N=36) of males and lowest percentage 30.8% (N=16) of females are of the view 

that they get information about crimes while reading crime news.  

 

The public response on feeling of fear received the third highest views from the public 

whereby total 48 public views have been covered. In this highest percentage 54.2% 

(N=26) of females and lowest percentage 45.8% (N=22) of males are of the view that 

they feel fear while reading crime news. 

 

Table 5.9: Public response on whether increasing circulation of 

newspaper depends on publishing more crime news 
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Whether increasing circulation of newspaper depends on 
publishing more crime news 

Gender 

Total 
Female 

Male 
 

Yes 

43 62 105 

41.0% 59.0% 100.0% 

No 

34 38 72 

47.2% 52.8% 100.0% 

Can’t say 

32 30 62 

51.6% 48.4% 100.0% 

Total 
109 130 239 

45.6% 54.4% 100.0% 

 

 

Table 5.9 displays public response on whether increasing circulation of newspaper 

depends on publishing more crime news in the newspapers under study.  

 

The public response on increasing circulation of newspaper depends on publishing 

more crime news in the news papers received the maximum views from the public 

whereby total 105 public views have been covered. In this highest percentage 59% 

(N=62) of males and lowest percentage 41% (N=43) of females are of the view that 

increasing circulation of newspaper depends on publishing more crime news in the news 

papers.  

 

The public response on increasing circulation of newspaper does not depend on 

publishing more crime news in the news papers received the second highest views 

from the public whereby total 72 public views have been covered. In this highest 

percentage 52.8% (N=38) of males and lowest percentage 47.2% (N=34) of females are 

of the view that increasing circulation of newspaper did not depends on publishing more 

crime news in the news papers.  

 

Table 5.10: Public response on kind of thought comes into the mind of 

reader while reading crime news 

 

kinds of thought comes into the mind of reader while Gender Total 
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reading crime news 
Female 

Male 
 

Positive 

44 54 98 

44.9% 55.1% 100.0% 

Negative 

52 62 114 

45.6% 54.4% 100.0% 

Both 

13 14 27 

48.1% 51.9% 100.0% 

Total 
109 130 239 

45.6% 54.4% 100.0% 

 
 

Table 5.10 displays public response on kind of thought comes into the mind of readers 

while reading crime news in the newspapers under study.  

 

The public response on reader’s negative thinking received the maximum views from 

the public whereby total 114 public views have been covered. In this highest percentage 

54.4% (N=62) of males and lowest percentage 45.6% (N=52) of females are of the view 

that they think negatively while reading crime news  

 

The public response on reader’s positive thinking received the second highest views 

from the public whereby total 98 public views have been covered. In this highest 

percentage 55.1% (N=54) of males and lowest percentage 44.9% (N=44) of females are 

of the view that they think positively while reading crime news. 

 

Table 5.11: Public response on varieties of negative thoughts after 

reading crime news in newspapers 

 

Negative type of thoughts after reading crime news in 
newspapers 

Gender 

Total 
Female 

Male 
 

Desire to commit crime 

4  4 

100.0%  100.0% 

To punish the offender according to your choice 54 59 113 



 175 

47.8% 52.2% 100.0% 

To learn the new ways of crime 

9 15 24 

37.5% 62.5% 100.0% 

To take law and order in our own hands 

11 10 21 

52.4% 47.6% 100.0% 

Others 

1 7 8 

12.5% 87.5% 100.0% 

Total 
79 91 170 

46.5% 53.5% 100.0% 

 
 

 

Table 5.11 displays public response on negative thoughts that come into the mind of 

readers while reading crime news in the newspapers under study. The public response on 

reader’s wish to punish the offenders according to their choices received the 

maximum views from the public whereby total 113 public views have been covered. In 

this highest percentage 52.2% (N=59) of males and lowest percentage 47.8% (N=54) of 

females views are of the view that they wish to punish the offenders according to their 

choices while reading crime news.  

 

The public response on readers learned the new ways of committing crime received 

the second highest views from the public whereby total 24 public views have been 

covered. In this highest percentage 62.5% (N=15) of males and lowest percentage 37.5% 

(N=9) of females are of the view that they learned the new ways of committing crime 

while reading crime news. The public response on readers wants to take law and order 

in their own hands received the third highest views from the public whereby total 21 

public views have been covered. In this highest percentage 52.4% (N=11) of males and 

lowest percentage 47.6% (N=10) of females views are of the view that they wants to take 

law and order in their own hands while reading crime news.  

.  

Table 5.12: Public response on varieties of positive thoughts after 

reading crime news in newspapers 

 

Positive type of thoughts after reading crime news in newspapers Gender Total 
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Female 
Male 

 

Sympathy towards the Victim 

22 33 55 

40.0% 60.0% 100.0% 

Desire to learn preventive laws in detail 
11 11 22 

50.0% 50.0% 100.0% 

Desire to learn new crimes 

10 11 21 

47.6% 52.4% 100.0% 

To support the right punishment system for offenders 

23 26 49 

46.9% 53.1% 100.0% 

others 

1 8 9 

11.1% 88.9% 100.0% 

Total 
67 89 156 

42.9% 57.1% 100.0% 

 
 

Table 5.12 displays public response on positive thoughts that come into the mind of 

readers while reading crime news in the newspapers under study.  

 

The public response on sympathy towards the victims of various crimes received the 

maximum views from the public whereby total 55 public views have been covered. In 

this highest percentage 60% (N=33) of male and lowest percentage 40% (N=22) of 

female views are of the view that they feel sympathy towards the victims of various 

crimes while reading crime news. The public responses on readers wish to support the 

right punishment system for offenders received the second highest views from the 

public whereby total 49 public views have been covered. In this highest percentage 

53.1% (N=26) of males and lowest percentage 46.9% (N=23) of females are of the view 

that they want to support the right punishment system for offenders. The public responses 

on readers wish to learn preventive laws in detail received the third highest views from 

the public whereby total 22 public views have been covered. In this 50% (N=11) of males 

and females views are that they wish to learn preventive laws in details. 

 

 

Table 5.13: Public response on reader’s feelings about news while 

reading crime news in the newspapers 
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Feelings while reading crime news 

Gender 

Total 
Female 

Male 
 

A situation is true 

20 26 46 

43.5% 56.5% 100.0% 

Too much importance is given to common news 

50 60 110 

45.5% 54.5% 100.0% 

Common issues has been presented as serious issues 

37 41 78 

47.4% 52.6% 100.0% 

Others 

2 3 5 

40.0% 60.0% 100.0% 

Total 
109 130 239 

45.6% 54.4% 100.0% 

 

 Table 5.13 displays public response on reader’s feelings about news while reading crime 

news in the newspapers under study. The public response on common news has been 

given too much importance received the maximum views from the public whereby total 

110 public views have been covered. In this highest percentage 54.5% (N=60) of males 

and lowest percentage 45.5% (N=50) of females are of the view that too much 

importance has been given to common news.  

 

The public response on common issue which has been presented as serious issue 

received the second highest views from the public whereby total 78 public views have 

been covered. In this highest percentage 52.6% (N=41) of males and lowest percentage 

47.4% (N=37) of females are of the view that common issue has been presented as 

serious issue.The public response on situation is true in news has received the third 

highest views from the public whereby total 46 public views have been covered. In this 

highest percentage 56.5% (N=26) of males lowest percentage 43.5% (N=20) of females 

are of the view that the situation of news is true. 

 

Table 5.14: Public response on influence of crime news in newspapers 

on different kinds of readers 
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More influenced by Crime News in Newspapers 

Gender 

Total 
Female 

Male 
 

Children 

30 29 59 

50.8% 49.2% 100.0% 

Youth 

55 65 120 

45.8% 54.2% 100.0% 

Women 

14 25 39 

35.9% 64.1% 100.0% 

Men 

10 11 21 

47.6% 52.4% 100.0% 

Total 
109 130 239 

45.6% 54.4% 100.0% 

 

 

 Table 5.14 shows the public who is influenced by the crime news in the newspapers 

under study.  

 

The public response on youth are influenced by reading crime news received the 

maximum views from the public whereby total 120 public views have been covered. In 

this highest percentage 54.2% (N=65) of males and lowest percentage 45.8% (N=55) of 

females are of the view that the youth has been very much influenced by reading crime 

news in the newspapers.  

 

The public response on children are influenced by reading crime news received the 

second highest views from the public whereby total 59 public views have been covered. 

In this highest percentage 50.8% (N=30) of females and lowest percentage 49.2% (N=29) 

of males are of the view that children are influenced by reading crime news.  

 

The public response on women are influenced by reading crime news received the 

third highest views from the public whereby total 39 public views have been covered. In 

this highest percentage 64.1% (N=25) of males and lowest percentage 35.9% (N=14) of 

females are of the view that women has been influenced by reading crime news. 
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Table 5.15: Public response on whether newspapers publish mostly 

crime news  

 

Whether newspapers publish mostly crime news 

Gender 

Total 
Female 

Male 
 

Yes 

40 67 107 

37.4% 62.6% 100.0% 

No 

39 36 75 

52.0% 48.0% 100.0% 

Cant say 

30 27 57 

52.6% 47.4% 100.0% 

Total 
109 130 239 

45.6% 54.4% 100.0% 

Table 5.15 displays public response on whether newspapers are publishing mostly crime 

news in the newspapers under study.  

 

The public response on newspapers publish more crime news received the maximum 

views from the public whereby total 107 public views have been covered. In this highest 

percentage 62.6% (N=67) of males and lowest percentage 37.4% (N=40) of females 

views are of the view that newspapers publish more crime news.  

 

The public response on newspapers did not publish more crime news received the 

second highest views from the public whereby total 75 public views have been covered. 

In this highest percentage 52% (N=39) of females and lowest percentage 48% (N=36) of 

males are of the view that newspapers did not publish more crime news.  

 

 

 

Table 5.16: Public response on representation of criminality in crime 

news in newspaper  

 

Newspapers publishing criminality 

Gender 

Total 
Female 

Male 
 



 180 

Crime news being sensitive in nature 

31 33 64 

48.4% 51.6% 100.0% 

Crime news being obscene in nature 

25 22 47 

53.2% 46.8% 100.0% 

Benefits from crime being described as larger-than-life  
34 51 85 

40.0% 60.0% 100.0% 

Crime and offender being praised 

15 16 31 

48.4% 51.6% 100.0% 

Others 

4 8 12 

33.3% 66.7% 100.0% 

Total 
109 130 239 

45.6% 54.4% 100.0% 

 

 

Table 5.16 displays public response on representation of criminality in crime news in 

newspaper under study. The public response on benefits from crime being described as 

larger-than-life in the crime news received the maximum views from the public 

whereby total 85 public views have been covered. In this highest percentage 60% (N=51) 

of males and lowest percentage 40% (N=34) of females are of the view that benefits from 

crime being described as larger-than-life in the crime news. 

 

The public response on sensitive crime news has received the second highest views from 

the public whereby total 64 public views have been covered. In this highest percentage 

51.6% (N=33) of males and lowest percentage 48.4% (N=31) of females are of the view 

that sensitive crime news has been published. The public response on obscene crime 

news has received the third highest views from the public whereby total 47 public views 

have been covered. In this highest percentage 53.2% (N=25) of females and lowest 

percentage 46.8% (N=22) of males are of the view that obscene crime news has been 

published. 

 

II. Television viewers’ opinions 
 

 

Table 5.17: Public response on types of crime programme viewers like 

to view in the news channels 
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Type of crime episode you like most 

Gender 

Total 
Female 

Male 
 

Hatyara kaun 

18 15 33 

54.5% 45.5% 100.0% 

Vardaat 
19 32 51 

37.3% 62.7% 100.0% 

Jurm 

19 18 37 

51.4% 48.6% 100.0% 

Sansani 
21 29 50 

42.0% 58.0% 100.0% 

Red Alert 
11 9 20 

55.0% 45.0% 100.0% 

Others 

1 3 4 

25.0% 75.0% 100.0% 

Total 
89 106 195 

45.6% 54.4% 100.0% 

 

Table 5.17 displays public response on type of crime programme viewers like to view in 

the news channels under study.  The public response on ‘Vardaat’ crime programme 

received the maximum viewership from the public whereby total 51 public’s opinions 

have been covered. In this highest percentage 62.7% (N=32) of males and lowest 

percentage 37.3% (N=19) of females are of the view that they like to view mostly 

‘Vardaat’ crime programme. The public response on ‘Sansani’ crime programme 

received the second highest viewership from the public whereby total 50 public’s 

opinions have been covered. In this highest percentage 58% (N=29) of males and lowest 

percentage 42% (N=21) of females are of the view that they like to view ‘Sansani’ crime 

programme  The public response on ‘Jurm’ crime programme received the third 

highest viewership from the public whereby total 37 public’s opinions have been 

covered. In this highest percentage 51.4% (N=19) of females and lowest percentage 

48.6% (N=18) of males are of the view that they like to view ‘Jurm’ crime programme.  
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Table 5.18: Public response on preferences of various aspects in crime 

news in news channels 

 

Important things you like mostly in crime news programmes 

Gender 

Total 
Female 

Male 
 

Mystery stories are quite attracting 

9 12 21 

42.9% 57.1% 100.0% 

Dramatically solving the crime cases  
16 25 41 

39.0% 61.0% 100.0% 

Awareness for crime and law 

21 23 44 

47.7% 52.3% 100.0% 

Solving the cases of sex scandals 

16 26 42 

38.1 61.9% 100.0% 

Crime committed by children 

6 5 11 

54.5% 45.5% 100.0% 

Stories related to Mafia dons and Gangster imaged as 
politician  

5 16 21 

23.8% 76.2% 100.0% 

Elite classes and higher classes parties stories 

6 8 14 

42.9% 57.1% 100.0% 

Others 

 1 1 

 100.0% 100.0% 

Total 
89 106 195 

45.6% 54.4% 100.0% 

 

 

Table 5.18 displays public response on preferences of various aspects in crime news in 

news channels under study.  

 

The public response on crime programme provides awareness for crime and law 

received the maximum viewership from the public whereby total 44 public opinions have 

been covered. In this highest percentage 52.3% (N=23) of males and lowest percentage 

47.7% (N=21) of females are of the view that they like to view crime programme which 

provides awareness for crime and law.  
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The public response on sex scandals related crime programme received the second 

highest viewership from the public whereby total 42 public’s opinions have been 

covered. In this highest percentage 61.9% (N=26) of males and lowest percentage 38.1% 

(N=16) of females are of the view that they like to view sex scandals related crime 

programme.  

 

The public response on crime programme which dramatically solves the crime cases 

received the third highest viewership from the public whereby total 41 public’s opinions 

have been covered. In this highest percentage 61% (N=25) of males and lowest 

percentage 39% (N=16) of females are of the view that they like to view crime 

programme which dramatically solves the crime cases.  

 

 

Table 5.19: Public response on feeling of fear and imitation generated 

by viewing the on crime programmes in news channels 

 

 

Is crime programme generate feeling of fear and imitation in 
public 

Gender 

Total 
Female 

Male 
 

Yes 

81 80 161 

50.3% 49.7% 100.0% 

No 

16 30 46 

34.8% 65.2% 100.0% 

Can’t say 

12 20 32 

37.5% 62.5% 100.0% 

Total 
109 130 239 

45.6% 54.4% 100.0% 

 

Table 5.19 displays public response on feeling of fear and imitation generated by viewing 

the on crime programmes in news channels under study. The public response on crime 

programme viewing increases fear and imitation in society received the maximum 

opinions from the public whereby total 161 public views have been covered. In this 

highest percentage 50.3% (N=81) of females and lowest percentage 49.7% (N=80) of 
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males are of the view that crime programme viewing increases fear and imitation in 

society.  

 

The public response on crime programme viewing did not increase fear and imitation 

in society received the second highest opinion from the public whereby total 46 public 

views have been covered. In this, highest percentage 65.2% (N=30) of males and lowest 

percentage 34.8% (N=16) of females are of the view that crime programme viewing did 

not increase fear and imitation in society.  

 

Table 5.20:  Public response on various forms of fear crime programme 

creates among viewers through news channels 

 

Type of fear shown in crime programmes 

Gender 

Total 
Female 

Male 
 

Crime programmes being presented in a dangerous and vulgar 
manner 

22 19 41 

53.7% 46.3% 100.0% 

Crime programmes being presented in a very dramatic and 
adulterous manner 

19 13 32 

59.4% 40.6% 100.0% 

Fear being presented in fictional stories which could badly effect 
children 

23 28 51 

45.1% 54.9% 100.0% 

Crime programmes being presented in a manner which increases 
excitement and fear among the viewer 

17 20 37 

45.9% 54.1% 100.0% 

Total 
81 80 161 

50.3% 49.7% 100.0% 

 

 

Table 5.20 displays public response on various forms of fear crime programme creates 

among viewers through news channels under study.  

 

The public response on fear being presented in fictional stories received the maximum 

view from the public whereby total 51 public opinions have been covered. In this highest 

percentage 54.9% (N=28) of males and lowest percentage 45.1% (N=23) of females are 

of the view that fear being presented in fictional stories which could badly effect 

children. 
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The public response on fear being presented in a dangerous and vulgar manner 

received the second highest view from the public whereby total 41 public’s opinions have 

been covered. In this highest percentage 53.7% (N=22) of females and lowest percentage 

46.3% (N=19) of males are of the view that fear being presented in a dangerous and 

vulgar manner.  

 

The public response on fear being presented in an excitement manner received the 

third highest view from the public whereby total 37 public’s opinions have been covered. 

In this highest percentage 54.1% (N=20) of males and lowest percentage 45.9% (N=17) 

of females are of the view that fear being presented in an excitement manner.  

 
 

 

Table 5.21:  Public response on whether crime programmes of news 

channels are responsible for increasing crime in society 

 

Whether crime programmes of news channels are 
responsible for increasing crime in society 

Gender 

Total 
Female 

Male 
 

Yes 

78 90 168 

46.4% 53.6% 100.0% 

No 

19 28 47 

40.4% 59.6% 100.0% 

Can’t say 

12 12 24 

50.0% 50.0% 100.0% 

Total 
109 130 239 

45.6% 54.4% 100.0% 

 

 

 Table 5.21 displays public response on whether crime programmes of news channels are 

responsible for increasing crime in society. The public response on crime programmes 

increase crime in society received the maximum views from the public whereby total 

168 public’s opinions have been covered. In this highest percentage 53.6% (N=90) of 

males and lowest percentage 46.4% (N=78) of females are of the view that crime 

programmes of news channels has been increasing crime in society. 
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The public response on crime programmes did not increase crime in society received 

the second highest views from the public whereby total 47 public’s opinions have been 

covered. In this, highest percentage 59.6% (N=28) of males and lowest percentage 40.4% 

(N=19) of females are of the view that crime programmes of news channels did not 

increase crime in society.  

 

 

 

 

Table 5.22:  Public response on types of crimes increasing in society by 

watching crime programmes 

 

Types of crimes increasing in society by watching crime 
programmes 

Gender 

Total 
Female 

Male 
 

Sexual abuse 

41 35 76 

53.9% 46.1% 100.0% 

Violence 

19 25 44 

43.2% 56.8% 100.0% 

Theft 
5 12 17 

29.4% 70.6% 100.0% 

Crime against women 

10 10 20 

50.0% 50.0% 100.0% 

Child labour 

3 3 6 

50.0% 50.0% 100.0% 

Ragging 

 4 4 

 100.0% 100.0% 

Others 

 1 1 

 100.0% 100.0% 

Total 
78 90 168 

46.4% 53.6% 100.0% 
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Table 5.22 displays public response on types of crimes increasing in society from crime 

programmes of news channels under study.  The public response on sexual abuse related 

crimes received the maximum views from the public whereby total 76 public’s opinions 

have been covered. In this highest percentage 53.9% (N=41) of females and lowest 

percentage 46.1% (N=35) of males are of the view that crime programmes of news 

channels has been increasing sexual abuse related crimes in society.   

 

The public response on violence related crimes received the second highest views from 

the public whereby total 44 public’s opinions have been covered. In this, highest 

percentage 56.8% (N=25) of males and lowest percentage 43.2% (N=19) of females are 

of the view that crime programmes of news channels has been increasing violence related 

crimes in society. The public response on crime against women related crimes received 

the third highest views from the public whereby total 20 public’s opinions have been 

covered. In this, equal 50% (N=10) of males and females are of the view that crime 

programmes of news channels has been increasing women related crimes in society. 

 

 

Table 5.23:  Public response on viewer’s feelings while watching crime 

programmes in the news channels 

 

Viewers, feelings while watching crime programmes in 
T.V. 

Gender 

Total 
Female 

Male 
 

Insecurity 

47 52 99 

47.5% 52.5% 100.0% 

Fear 

35 27 62 

56.5% 43.5% 100.0% 

Excitement 

13 10 23 

56.5% 43.5% 100.0% 

Entertainment Only 

6 14 20 

30.0% 70.0% 100.0% 

Informative 

8 27 35 

22.9% 77.1% 100.0% 

Total 109 130 239 
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45.6% 54.4% 100.0% 

 
 

Table 5.23 displays public response on viewer’s feelings while watching crime 

programmes in the news channels under study. The insecurity feeling received the 

maximum views from the public whereby total 99 public’s opinions have been covered. 

In this highest percentage 52.5% (N=52) of males and lowest percentage 47.5% (N=47) 

of females are of the view that they feel insecure while watching crime programmes.  

 

The feeling of fear received the second highest views from the public whereby total 62 

public’s opinions have been covered. In this highest percentage 56.5% (N=35) of females 

and lowest percentage 43.5% (N=27) of males are of the view that they felt fear while 

watching crime programmes. The informative thought received the third highest views 

from the public whereby total 35 public’s opinions have been covered. In this highest 

percentage 77.1% (N=27) of males and lowest percentage 22.9% (N=8) of females are of 

the view that they get information about crimes while watching crime programmes.  

 

 

Table 5.24:  Public response on type of news viewers like to view in the 

news channels under study 

 

Type of news you like to watch first 

Gender 

Total 
Female 

Male 
 

Crime Related 

50 55 105 

47.6% 52.4% 100.0% 

Politics Related 

5 15 20 

25.0% 75.0% 100.0% 

Sports Related 

3 14 17 

17.6% 82.4% 100.0% 

Entertainment Related 

27 20 47 

57.4% 42.6% 100.0% 

Business Related 

3 7 10 

30.0% 70.0% 100.0% 

Career Related 21 18 39 
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53.8% 46.2% 100.0% 

Others 

 1 1 

 100.0% 100.0% 

Total 
109 130 239 

45.6% 54.4% 100.0% 

 
 

 

Table 5.24 displays public response on type of news viewers like to view in the news 

channels under study. The crime related news received the maximum coverage from the 

public whereby total 105 public’s opinions have been covered. In this highest percentage 

52.4% (N=55) of males and lowest percentage 47.6% (N=50) of females are of the view 

that they like to view first crime related programmes. 

 

The entertainment related news received the second highest views from the public 

whereby total 47 public’s opinions have been covered. In this highest percentage 57.4% 

(N=27) of females and lowest percentage 42.6% (N=20) of males are of the view that 

they view entertainment related news.  

 

The career related news received the third highest views from the public whereby total 

39 public’s opinions have been covered. In this highest percentage 53.8% (N=21) of 

females and lowest percentage 46.2% (N=18) of males opinion are of the view that they 

view career related news.  

 

Table 5.25:  Public response on whether crime programmes increases 

the news channel's popularity on which it is broadcasted 

 

Whether crime programmes increases the news channel's 
popularity on which it is broadcasted 

Gender 

Total 
Female 

Male 
 

Yes 

66 78 144 

45.8% 54.2% 100.0% 

No 

15 25 40 

37.5% 62.5% 100.0% 

Can’t say 28 27 55 
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50.9% 49.1% 100.0% 

Total 
109 130 239 

45.6% 54.4% 100.0% 

 
 

 

Table 5.25 displays public response on whether crime programmes increases the news 

channel's popularity on which it is broadcasted.  

 

The public response on increasing popularity of news channels depend on 

broadcasting more crime news received the maximum views from the public whereby 

total 144 public’s opinions have been covered. In this highest percentage 54.2% (N=78) 

of males and lowest percentage 45.8% (N=66) of females are of the view that increasing 

popularity of news channels depends on broadcasting more crime news.  

 

The public response on increasing popularity of news channels did not depend on 

broadcasting more crime news received the second highest views from the public 

whereby total 40 public’s opinions have been covered. In this highest percentage 62.5% 

(N=25) of males and lowest percentage 37.5% (N=15) of females are of the view that 

increasing popularity of news channels did not depend on broadcasting more crime news.  

 
 

 

Table 5.26:  Public response on kind of thought comes into the mind of 

viewers while watching crime programmes in the news channels 

 

Kind of thought comes in viewers mind while watching 
crime programmes in news channels 

Gender 

Total 
Female 

Male 
 

Positive 

28 39 67 

41.8% 58.2% 100.0% 

Negative 

30 29 59 

50.8% 49.2% 100.0% 

Both 

51 62 113 

45.1% 54.9% 100.0% 

Total 109 130 239 
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45.6% 54.4% 100.0% 

 
 

 

Table 5.26 displays public response on kind of thought comes into the mind of viewers 

while watching crime programmes in the news channels under study.  

 

The public response on viewer’s negative/positive thinking received the maximum 

views from the public whereby total 113 public’s opinions have been covered. In this 

highest percentage 54.9% (N=62) of males are of the view that they think 

negatively/positively while watching crime programmes.  

 

The public response on viewer’s positive thinking received the second highest views 

from the public whereby total 67 public’s opinions have been covered. In this highest 

percentage 58.2% (N=39) of males and lowest percentage 41.8% (N=28) of females 

views are of the view that they think positively while watching crime programmes.  

  
 

Table 5.27:  Public response on negative thoughts that come into the 

mind of viewers while watching crime news in news channels 

 

Negative type of thoughts 

Gender 

Total 
Female 

Male 
 

Desire to commit crime 

4 9 13 

30.8% 69.2% 100.0% 

To punish the offender according to their choice 

58 63 121 

47.9% 52.1% 100.0% 

To learn ways of crime 

10 11 21 

47.6% 52.4% 100.0% 

To take law and order in own hands 

10 9 19 

52.6% 47.4% 100.0% 

Others 

1  1 

100.0%  100.0% 

Total 
83 92 175 

47.4% 52.6% 100.0% 
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 Table 5.27 displays public response on negative thoughts that come into the mind of 

viewers while watching crime news in the news channels under study.  The public 

response on viewers wish to punish the offenders according to their choices received 

the maximum views from the public whereby total 121 public’s opinions have been 

covered. In this highest percentage 52.1% (N=63) of males and lowest percentage 47.9% 

(N=58) of females are of the view that they wish to punish the offenders according to 

their choices while watching crime programmes.  

 

The public response on viewers learned the new ways of committing crime received 

the second highest views from the public whereby total 21 public’s opinions have been 

covered. In this highest percentage 52.4% (N=11) of males and lowest percentage 47.6% 

(N=10) of females are of the view that they learned the new ways of committing crime 

while watching crime programmes. The public response on viewers wants to take law 

and order in their own hands received the third highest views from the public whereby 

total 19 public’s opinions have been covered. In this highest percentage 52.6% (N=10) of 

females and lowest percentage 47.4% (N=9) of males are of the view that they want to 

take law and order in their own hands while watching crime programmes.  

 

 

Table 5.28:  Public response on positive thoughts that come into the 

mind of viewers while watching crime news in news channels 

 

Positive type of thoughts 

Gender 

Total 
Female 

Male 
 

Sympathy towards the Victim 

38 49 87 

43.7% 56.3% 100.0% 

Desire to learn preventive laws in detail 
16 18 34 

47.1% 52.9% 100.0% 

Desire to learn new crimes 

10 11 21 

47.6% 52.4% 100.0% 
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To support the right punishment system for offenders 

14 23 37 

37.8% 62.2% 100.0% 

others 

1  1 

100.0%  100.0% 

Total 
79 101 180 

43.9% 56.1% 100.0% 

 

 

 

Table 5.28 display public response on positive thoughts that come into the mind of 

viewers while watching crime news in the news channels under study.  The public 

response on sympathy towards the victims of various crimes received the maximum 

views from the public whereby total 87 public’s opinions have been covered. In this 

highest percentage 56.3% (N=49) of males and lowest percentage 43.7% (N=38) of 

females are of the view that they feel sympathy towards the victims of various crimes 

while watching crime programmes.  

 

The public response on viewers wish to support the right punishment system for 

offenders received the second highest views from the public whereby total 37 public’s 

opinions have been covered. In this highest percentage 62.2% (N=23) of males and 

lowest percentage 37.8% (N=14) of females are of the view that they want to support the 

right punishment system for offenders. The public response on viewers wish to learn 

preventive laws in detail received the third highest views from the public whereby total 

34 public’s opinions have been covered. In this highest percentage 52.9% (N=18) of 

males and lowest percentage 47.1% (N=16) of females are of the view that they wish to 

learn preventive laws in details. 

 

Table 5.29:  Public response on viewers’ feelings about crime 

programmes while watching crime news in the news channels 

 

Feelings while watching crime programmes in news channels 

Gender 

Total 
Female 

Male 
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A situation is true 

15 25 40 

37.5% 62.5% 100.0% 

Too much importance is given to common news 

57 62 119 

47.9% 52.1% 100.0% 

Common issues has been presented as serious issues 

33 39 72 

45.8% 54.2% 100.0% 

Others 

3 4 7 

42.9% 57.1% 100.0% 

Total 
108 130 238 

45.4% 54.6% 100.0% 

 

 Table 5.29 displays public response on viewers’ feelings about crime programmes while 

watching crime news in the news channels under study.  

 

The public response on common news has been given too much importance received 

the maximum views from the public whereby total 119 public’s opinions have been 

covered. In this highest percentage 52.1% (N=62) of males and lowest percentage 47.9% 

(N=57) of females are of the view that too much importance has been given to common 

news.  

 

The public response on common issue which has been presented as serious issue 

received the second highest views from the public whereby total 72 public’s opinions 

have been covered. In this highest percentage 54.2% (N=39) of males and lowest 

percentage 45.8% (N=33) of females are of the view that common issue has been 

presented as serious issue. The public response on situation is true in crime 

programmes have received the third highest views from the public whereby total 40 

public’s opinions have been covered. In this highest percentage 62.5% (N=25) of males 

and lowest percentage 37.5% (N=15) of females are of the view that the situation of news 

is true.  

 

Table 5.30:  Public response on string operation 

 

Whether string operation are right or not Gender Total 
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Female 

Male 
 

Yes 

82 107 189 

43.4% 56.6% 100.0% 

No 

25 18 43 

58.1% 41.9% 100.0% 

Can’t say 

2 5 7 

28.6% 71.4% 100.0% 

Total 
109 130 239 

45.6% 54.4% 100.0% 

 
 

Table 5.30 displays Public response on string operation by the news channels under 

study.  The public response on string operation has been received the maximum views 

from the public whereby total 189 public’s opinions have been covered. In this highest 

percentage 56.6% (N=107) of males and lowest percentage 43.4% (N=82) of females are 

of the view that string operations should be done.  

 

The public response on string operation has not been done received the second highest 

views from the public whereby total 43 public’s opinions have been covered. In this 

highest percentage 58.1% (N=25) of females and lowest percentage 41.9% (N=18) of 

males are of the view that string operation has not been done.  

 

 

Table 5.31: Public response on why string operations should be done 
 

 

If yes, than string operations should be done 

Gender 

Total 
Female 

Male 
 

To promote right information on the issue 

11 18 29 

37.9% 62.1% 100.0% 

To unveil hiding convicts 

13 17 30 

43.3% 56.7% 100.0% 

To help in disclosing political scams 

8 32 40 

20.0% 80.0% 100.0% 

To help catch goose givers 

26 17 43 

60.5% 39.5% 100.0% 
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To help disclose sex scandals 

11 5 16 

68.8% 31.3% 100.0% 

To help disclose white collar criminals 

6 13 19 

31.6% 68.4% 100.0% 

To help in getting convicts punished 

7 3 10 

70.0% 30.0% 100.0% 

Others 

 2 2 

 100.0% 100.0% 

Total 
82 107 189 

43.4% 56.6% 100.0% 

 

 

 Table 5.31 displays Public response on string operation by the news channels under 

study. The public response on string operation has been received the maximum views 

from the public whereby total 43 public’s opinions have been covered. In this highest 

percentage 60.5% (N=26) of females and lowest percentage 39.5% (N=17) of males are 

of the view that string operations helps in catching goose givers.  

 

The public response on string operation has been received the second highest views 

from the public whereby total 40 public’s opinions have been covered. In this highest 

percentage 80% (N=32) of males and lowest percentage 20% (N=8) of females are of the 

view that string operations help in disclosing political scams. The public response on 

string operation has been received the third highest views from the public whereby total 

30 public’s opinions have been covered. In this highest percentage 56.7% (N=17) of 

males and lowest percentage 43.3% (N=13) of females are of the view that string 

operations help in unveiling hiding convicts.  

 

 

Table 5.32: Public response on why string operations should not be done 
 

 

If no, than why string operations should not be done 

Gender 

Total 
Female 

Male 
 

Youth are misguided 

3 3 6 

50.0% 50.0% 100.0% 

Politician try to blackmail each other with a feeling of revenge 15 6 21 
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71.4% 28.6% 100.0% 

People are blackmailed through this medium 

6 7 13 

46.2% 53.8% 100.0% 

It give opportunities for corruption 

1 1 2 

50.0% 50.0% 100.0% 

Court can be misguided many times 

 1 1 

 100.0% 100.0% 

Total 
25 18 43 

58.1% 41.9% 100.0% 

 
 

 

Table 5.32 displays Public response on string operation by the news channels under 

study.  The public response on string operation has not been done received the 

maximum views from the public whereby total 21 public’s opinions have been covered. 

In this highest percentage 71.4% (N=15) of females and lowest percentage 28.6% (N=6) 

of males are of the view that through string operations politician try to blackmail each 

other with a feeling of revenge.  

 

The public response on string operation has not been done received the second highest 

views from the public whereby total 13 public’s opinions have been covered. In this 

highest percentage 53.8% (N=7) of males and lowest percentage 46.2% (N=6) of females 

are of the view that people are blackmailed through string operations. 

 

Table 5.33: Public response on representation of criminality in crime 

news in news channels 

 

News channels broadcast the criminality 
Gender 

Total 
Female Male 

Crime news being sensitive in nature 

25 25 50 

50.0% 50.0% 100.0% 

Crime news being obscene in nature 

32 31 63 

50.8% 49.2% 100.0% 

Benefits from crime being described as larger-than-life  
36 48 84 

42.9% 57.1% 100.0% 
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Crime and offender being praised 

16 25 41 

39.0% 61.0% 100.0% 

Others 

 1 1 

 100.0% 100.0% 

Total 
109 130 239 

45.6% 54.4% 100.0% 

 

 Table 5.33 displays public response on representation of criminality in crime news in 

news channels under study. The public response on benefits from crime being 

described as larger-than-life in the crime news received the maximum views from the 

public whereby total 84 public views have been covered. In this highest percentage 

57.1% (N=48) of males and lowest percentage 42.9% (N=36) of females are of the view 

that benefits from crime being described as larger-than-life in the crime news.The public 

response on obscene crime news has received the second highest views from the public 

whereby total 63 public views have been covered. In this highest percentage 50.8% 

(N=32) of females and lowest percentage 49.2% (N=31) of males are of the view that 

obscene crime news has been published. The public response on sensitive crime news 

has received the third highest views from the public whereby total 50 public views have 

been covered. In this same percentage 50% (N=25) of males and females are of the view 

that sensitive crime news has been published. 

 

Hypotheses: 

Hypothesis 1: Public perceptions of crime have something to do with 

media reporting of crime. 

The public opinion on the issue that public perceptions of crime have something to do 

with media reporting of crime is displayed in table 1.1. The variance in the media 

reporting of crime has been shown in the  which support the Hypothesis. 

 

Pearson’s chi-square test of association, 0.05 significance level 

Outcome:  X2= 3.185, df=14; p=0.001 
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The relationship between the public perceptions of crime and media reporting of crime is 

significant. Thus the hypothesis that public perceptions of crime have something to do 

with media reporting of crime is accepted.  

 

Hypothesis 2: The individuals who read or watch large amount of 

television are more likely to feel a greater threat from crime and believe 

crime is more prevalent than statistics indicate.  

 

The public opinion on the issue that the individuals who read or watch large amount of 

television are more likely to feel a greater threat from crime and believe crime is more 

prevalent than statistics indicate is displayed in table 1.19. The variance in the coverage 

of crime news by the crime programme has been shown in which support the Hypothesis. 

 

Pearson’s chi-square test of association, 0.05 significance level 

Outcome:  X2= 4.456, df=17; p=0.004 

The relationship between the feeling of fear and crime programmes is significant. Thus 

the hypotheses that individuals who read or watch large amount of television are more 

likely to feel a greater threat from crime and believe crime is more prevalent than 

statistics indicate is accepted. 
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CHAPTER 6 
 

Conclusions and Recommendations 
 

 

The findings of present study indicate the need for urgent and comprehensive reforms in 

the Indian Media sector. The findings present somewhat disturbing trends about the 

coverage of crime and representation of the Criminal Justice System by the Indian Media 

as discussed in the preceding chapters. Far from being the common assumption that 

media reflects true nature of the events, the study reveals the coverage of crime and 

representation of the Criminal Justice System in the media in India is guided by narrow 

organizational and commercial interests which reduces media as a mere entertainment 

industry. To a large extent, the media, which should present the Criminal Justice System 

in correct perspective, in fact presents distorted images of the agencies of the Criminal 

Justice System which has made the investigation of crime by police and other 

Government agency quite difficult.  Let us consider the various trends which have been 

revealed by the different media sources and public opinion under present study. 
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I. Crime News in Electronic Media 

 

The television is found to be most determining instrumentality in the construction of 

images of crime and Criminal Justice System in mass culture. There are numerous types 

of crime shows that focus on different aspects of the crime and Criminal Justice System. 

For example, crime shows may focus on police, courts, defense lawyers, prisoner and the 

criminals. In addition, some shows are more realistic, while others routinely portray 

violence, and consistently misinform viewers about the nature of the criminal justice 

system and criminality. Crime shows regularly use stories centered around serious and 

violent crime in order to boost viewership and the court trial has become a staple of 

television drama ie. Jessica Lal murder case, Naina Sahani Tandoor murder case, Fodder 

scam, Salman Khan, Sanjay Dutt’s TADA case and BMW hit and run cases etc. Media 

images are responsible for eroding moral standard, subverting consensual codes of 

behavior and corrupting young minds as the findings on public opinion in this study 

suggests.  

 

Earlier studies on the influence of television media on general public shows that viewing 

crime shows strongly induces the fear of crime. Television media have impact on regular 

viewers and these viewers’ of crime shows are more likely to fear crime. Earlier studies 

suggest that there is an overemphasis on crimes of violence and offenders are often 

portrayed in stereotypical ways. For example, murder/attempted murder stories, sexual 

offences stories, robbery/dacoity stories, crime against women, theft dominate while 

property crimes are rarely presented (Surette, 1998). Offenders are often viewed as 

psychopaths that prey on weak and vulnerable victims. In other cases offenders are 

portrayed as businessmen or professionals that are shrewd, ruthless, and violent. 

Television crime is exciting and a rewarding endeavor, whereas victims are passive, 

helpless and vulnerable (Surette, 1998). 

 

The present study is based on the content analysis of the crime news of two major news 

channels for four months. Regarding the coverage of violent crimes, the findings show 
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that coverage of crime news related to murder/attempted murder stories (N=134), crime 

against women (N=70), sexual offences stories (N=64) received highest coverage in Star 

and Aajtak news channels. Theme of the violence related (N=325) or sexual offence 

(N=65) related crime stories have received highest coverage in the two news channels. 

Finance and economic crime stories have received lowest coverage in the two news 

channels. This trend shows that violence and sex takes place due to sensational, exciting 

and dramatic contents. Although statistically significant, the strength of this finding is 

minimal. Fear of crime may be “natural” reactions to the violence, brutality, and 

“injustice” that are broadcast to living rooms on a daily basis. 

 

Ragging, MMS related crime, eve-teasing ,human trafficking, cyber /internet related 

crime, organized crime, communal /caste riots, economic crime and juvenile 

delinquency/ youth crime related news received very less coverage in both channels 

because these type of crime demands very high technological knowledge and 

investigative journalism skills. Manner of presentation of crime news has been 

sensational (N=416), brutal (N=89) and vulgar (N=22) in which mostly murder/attempted 

murder stories, crime against women stories and sexual offences stories received the 

maximum coverage in the two news channels. The crime news programme provides 

crime news in dramatic way (N=452), crime news in a subjective way (N=91), crime 

news in an objective way (N=86) received the maximum coverage in the two news 

channels. The crime of murder/attempted murder received the maximum average time per 

story that in between 5 minutes to 21 minutes, secondly, crime against women and 

thirdly, sexual offences. 

 

The findings show a declining trend towards the analysis of crimes i.e. content of crime 

news is of mostly descriptive in nature (N=271), sensational in nature (N=151) and case 

study related crime news (N=82) has been covered in news channels. Mostly the channels 

have paid emphasis on sensational and descriptive type of news so that viewership of the 

channel can be increased. Frequency of crime news has been increasing day by day in 

four months data collection i.e.  from total of 3 to 4 crime news broadcasts per day and 
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increasing to 5 to 6 crime news broadcasts per day in Star and Aajtak news channels have 

been found.  

 

The image of Criminal Justice System has been found to be negatively represented in the 

crime programme for instance, the presentation of neutral attitude of police (N=431) 

received the maximum coverage in all type of crime news, secondly negative coverage 

(N=173) and thirdly positive coverage (N=17) shown in the two news channels. The 

presentation of police response to crime was that police delay at reaching to the crime 

scene (N=97) and sometime police reached at time but did not take required sufficient 

action (N=8) and sometime police start investigation after reaching at crime scene 

(N=168). The presentation of police action in crime news has been that police write FIR 

of the crime, Police implicates the persons in the crime and police writes twisted FIR of 

murder/attempted murder, sexual offences and robbery/dacoity related crimes. This trend 

shows that negative images of police have been shown in media crime programmes.  

 

Coming to the classification of crime news on the basis of gender, age and economic 

status, the findings of the study show that the presentation of male victims (N=165) and 

female victims (N=165), children’s and old age victims (N=71) received the maximum 

coverage in crime news in the two news channels during the period of four months. The 

middle class victim’s (N=365) related crime news, upper class (N=76) related crime 

stories received the highest coverage in the two news channels and lower class (N=51) 

related crime news received the lowest coverage in the two news channels. This trend 

shows that lower class status related public doesn’t get much attention because media 

ignore their basic problems. Media generally give preference to that crime news which 

has sensational and dramatic content.  

 

Emphasis on picturisation of crime commission has been high (N=412) and very high 

(N=82) received highest coverage in the two news channels. This trend show that viewers 

come to know about the ways of crime commission through channels. Young generation 

finds crimes exiting because that of dramatic and sensational representation of crime 

news. Emphasis on new techniques (N=90) of crimes has been also shown in news 
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channels. From these techniques criminals comes to know about crime and new 

techniques to commit crime skillfully. 

 

The criminal justice system is portrayed as largely ineffective, with the exception of a 

few “heroes” that provide justice or in some cases vengeance towards offenders. Crime 

shows rarely focus on mitigating issues of criminal behavior and are unlikely to portray 

offenders in a sympathetic or even realistic fashion. On television, crime is freely chosen 

and based on individual problems of the offender. Analysis of crime dramas reveal that 

greed, revenge and mental illness are the basic motivations for crime and offenders are 

often portrayed as “different” from the general population. Law and order conditions 

have been portrayed as weak due to lack of police surveillance and corruption. Thus, 

viewers may believe that all offenders are “monsters” to be feared. Consequently, 

viewers may perceive crime as threatening, offenders as violent, brutal or ruthless and 

victims as helpless. These inaccurate presentations, as well as the portrayal of crime as 

inevitable/non-preventable may lead to an increase in the fear of crime. 

 

II. Crime News in Print Media 
 

The present study is based on the content analysis of the crime news of two national and 

two regional newspapers for six months. The portrayal of the violent crimes is on the 

preferred scale in all the newspapers i.e the crime of murder/attempted murder (N=228) 

received the maximum coverage in Dainik Bhaskar, secondly sexual offences (N=170) 

related stories in Times of India and thirdly robbery/dacoity (N=131) were published in 

Dainik Bhaskar.  

 

Regarding the nature of the content of the crime news, the findings show that the contents 

of crime news have been descriptive in nature (N=587) received the maximum coverage 

in Times of India, secondly simple crime news (N=372) received the coverage in Dainik 

Bhaskar and thirdly, sensational crime news (N=182) received the coverage in 

Navbharat. This trend shows that analytical crime stories and case study crime stories 

have been ignored because reporters need to do lots of hard work and investigation in 
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such kind of crime stories. The highest frequency of news has been five crime news per 

day in The Indian Express (N=117); secondly in between 6 to 10 crime news has been 

published in Dainik Bhaskar (N=79) and thirdly, 10 to 20 crime news has been published 

in Navbharat. This trend shows that crime news has been given more space than any 

development related news because it increases the circulation of newspaper.  

 

The manner of presentation of crime news has been published highly in corner column 

(N=737); secondly, crime news has been published in Box (N=248) and thirdly, crime 

news has been published in Bold headlines (N=228). The presentation of content of crime 

news has been mostly descriptive in nature (N=587); secondly the content of crime news 

has been simple news (N=372) and thirdly, the content of crime news has been 

sensational in nature (N=185).This trend shows that journalists try to explain each and 

every detail in descriptive and sensational form. This way newspaper increases the 

interest of public and public read news like they watch daily soap opera. Some crime 

news story covered for many days. Analytic news and case studies has not been done 

properly and professionally by journalists. 

 

The highest coverage has been given to news pieces (N=1156) in all four newspapers; 

secondly, cover stories (N=100) has been given space and thirdly, special stories (N=67) 

has been given space in all four news paper. Articles and editorial related to crime news 

has been not given much space in national newspapers. Regional news paper has not 

given any space for articles and editorials related to crime news. This trend shows that 

editors don’t think crime as any serious issue or problem and media houses don’t even 

have proper knowledge about criminal justice system process. Journalists do not write 

much about preventive measures of crimes and about correctional services. The coverage 

of crime news has been covered in between 51 to 100 words (N=815); secondly, crime 

news has been covered in between 1 to 50 words (N=270) and thirdly, crime news has 

been covered in between 101 to 150 words (N=119). 

 

The depiction of the Criminal Justice System in print media is somewhat negative for 

instance, the presentation of neutral attitude of police (N=995) received the maximum 
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coverage in all type of crime news, secondly negative coverage (N=234) and thirdly 

positive coverage (N=62) given in all four news papers. The presentation of police 

response to crime was that police reached quickly to the crime scene (N=499) and 

sometime police did not reach same day on crime scene (N=114) and sometime police 

delayed reaching at crime scene (N=135). The presentation of police action in crime news 

has been that police write FIR of the crime (N=964); Police manipulate cases of crimes 

(N=138); police did not write FIR of crimes (N=75); police writes twisted FIR of crimes 

(N=23) and police implicates the persons in the crimes (N=22). This trend shows that 

negative images of police have been shown in media crime programmes.  

 

The findings also show the difference in the coverage pattern on the basis of gender, age 

and economic status, i.e. the presentation of male victims (N=324) and female victims 

(N=226), young adults (N=127), children’s and old age victims (N=80) received the 

maximum coverage in crime news in four news papers during the period of six months. 

This will increase the fear among the women and young adults and old age people. The 

crime done against women was mostly sexual crime, eve teasing, dowry related and 

domestic violence. The middle class victim’s (N=406) related crime news and upper class 

(N=100) related crime stories received the highest coverage in the four newspapers. This 

trend shows that lower economic class people doesn’t get much attention because media 

ignore their basic problems. Media generally take that news which has sensational and 

dramatic content.  

 

Theme of the crime and violence related (N=677) or victim related news (N=409) and 

criminal justice administration (N=162) related stories have received highest coverage in 

four newspapers. Crime prevention and control and Correctional Administration (prison 

news, parole, and probation) related news has been not given much space in all four 

newspapers. This trend show that violence and sex takes place due to there sensational, 

exciting and dramatic content. Preventive and correctional news need a lot of hard work 

and professional skills that is why nobody wants to work on this type of particular news.  
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The location of the crime news on the pages of newspapers shows the priorities of Media 

and their policy of coverage, for instance the crime news has been located mostly on page 

1 (N=212); secondly, location of crime stories were on page 3 (N=207) and thirdly, 

location of crime stories were on page 2 (N=124). This trend shows that crime news has 

been given importance according to high profile cases because these types of the crime 

news are sensational, brutal and sometime have very exclusive news content. High profile 

crime news has been given coverage for more than 4 days. The highest duration of crime 

news continuing has been 2 days (N=228); secondly, crime news has been covered for 4 

days (N=66). 

 

Many other topics might interest the print media but it requires too much effort on the 

part of reporters to make the stories interesting, like investigation of the extortion of 

businessmen, cyber crimes. It is very easy to do investigation in high profile cases which 

gives lot of exposure to print media because every detail of case has been taken through 

internet surfing or from other newspapers. In other words, it is very easy to get 

information in high profile cases. If Media seem to favor coverage of specific types of 

crime, they seem to shun others, including environmental, corporate and cyber crimes. 

Media apparently make these choices to satisfy public interest or to save resources. 

 

The public’s lack of interest in environmental, technical crime and in some other type of 

crimes might also explain, in part, the poor media coverage of said incidents. Despite a 

significant rise in the number of corporate frauds (fostered by technological 

developments and organized crime involvement) in India, economic investigative 

reporting is on the decline. According to Lloyd and Walton (1999), this type of 

journalism requires too many resources to justify the end result i.e. Why media don’t 

investigate this type of crimes. The criminal events that Media decide to report on are not 

necessarily always those, in actual fact, that are the most significant in terms of 

frequency, trends or range of offenders involved. The little research has been done by 

Media seem to give precedence to crimes that are extreme or involve vulnerable victims. 
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The researcher’s opinion is that it is important for people to be informed because they are 

then aware of the various problems affecting society, and thus in a better position to 

demand police intervention and demand for laws to be strengthened and demand that 

laws should be changed. Many a time we see that public has been misinformed about 

facts and incidents through media and which create a lot of panic and fear in public for 

example in the case of Godhra Communal riots (Gujarat riots). Religious and community 

related matters should be dealt in very careful manner by reporters and news should be 

published only when all the facts are investigated properly. But my research findings are 

that news has been published because for publicity and circulation of the newspapers. 

Many media houses favour some or other political and economic interests which give 

them long term profit. Journalist did not take interest in any correctional or prevention of 

crime related news. Journalists do not know much about criminal justice administration 

and their working process so media don’t know how to work in that area professionally. 

Newspaper can work properly in this area so that it can give benefit to public and 

criminal justice administration. 

The present research confirmed that some violent and organized crime related events 

receive more media coverage and often make headlines in newspapers and news 

bulletins, compared to other less “appealing” crimes. According to this, the media was 

apparently responding to the demands of public for sensationalism. 

 

With respect to how the administration of justice is perceived, that even if the general 

public tends to believe that justice is poorly administrated (too many criminals get off); 

well-informed members of society (via Media) are able to recognize the efforts being 

made to see that justice is done. But police face a great many obstacles that prevent them 

from being fully effective (difficulty with evidence), and if informed, the public is able to 

identify these stumbling blocks. Lot of coordination is needed between police, courts and 

crime reporters and journalists. Media should see that more attention paid and more 

money going in to the justice system to strengthen it, and thereby strengthening laws and 

sentencing. Because our legal system as it currently exists is too lenient with high profile 

criminals so media can raise the voice against it and it can influence criminal justice 

administration perception in this regard. 
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III. Public Views on Crime News by Media and its Impact on 

Public Perception and Behaviour 

 
The Indian public is exposed to extensive media coverage of events related to every type 

of crimes. Every day, an impressive array of stories appears in both print and broadcast 

media. This massive exposure is significant, as Media are among the sources of 

information people count on to form their opinion of the world around them. And with 

respect to crime, other surveys have shown that up to 95% of people say, they rely on 

Media as their primary source of information in this regard (Graber, 1979). Dramatic 

depictions privilege quick crime/resolution scenarios that yield pleasure for the audience 

even as they reflect and reinforce its fear of and anger at crime. These presentations are 

compelling because of TV’s intimate, expressive format. 

 

There are many explanations for why audiences are fascinated by crime. A frequent 

explanation is that audiences draw pleasure from crime stories (Sparks, 1992). In part, 

this is due to the narrative structure of crime stories. This echoes Todorov’s description 

of the classic fictional narrative: the story begins in a state of social equilibrium, which is 

disrupted, usually by a villain; in the denouement, the villain is vanquished by a hero and 

equilibrium is restored (1977). Crime stories deal with mythic issues of good and evil, 

personalized in the character of heroes and villains; they create tension and then resolve 

it, which is pleasurable and sustain people’s interest in the crime event and its 

investigation. Beckett and Sasson (2000: 99) suggest that this preference for stories about 

good and evil is a standard feature of crime news. Fiske similarly argues that, like fiction, 

the news favors stories about disequilibrium (1987: 139). There is congruence among 

crime news frames, fear frames and dramatic narrative notions of villainy and resolution 

which parallel the narrative structure of crime fiction. 

 

The criminal events that Media decide to report on are not necessarily always those, in 

actual fact, that are the most significant in terms of frequency, trends or the way they 

represent the offenders involved. In my opinion, giving importance to the coverage of 
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specific types of crime might influence public opinion with respect to crime, at least 

regarding the perceived relative importance of specific types of crime. The relative 

distribution of crimes on print/electronic media apparently corresponded even less to 

crime statistics than what appeared in media. The present study says that television had a 

major impact on how the public sees crime. Public opinion was more a reflection of 

media reports than crime statistics as it is hardly within the easy approach of public. The 

fact that Media give more coverage to specific types of crime might also explain that the 

Indian public apparently believe themselves to be in the midst of a criminal crisis.  

 

The commissions of violent crimes against the public seem to affect how it perceives 

crime related risk. There is also believed to be a connection between how crimes are 

presented by Media, society’s sense of fear. According to Sotirovic (2001), use of Media 

is important in defining the relationship between people’s knowledge of events and how 

they are affected by said events. The use of more complex media is believed to lead to 

more complex reflection on crime, whereas exposure to information about crime and TV 

crime news is believed to be linked to high levels of complexity. The prsent study 

indicated that local news bulletins focusing on crime and violence are exclusively related 

to the fear of crime. 

 

Since, in general, people choose the type of media to which they are exposed, it has been 

said that media are exclusively to blame for the sense of fear in citizens. Yet it seems that 

the number of news items or, on a broader basis, crime-related topics dealt with in a more 

complex fashion in Media greatly surpasses that of topics that demand less reflection. 

Crime news focusing on the results of scientific studies on crimes was the fewest of all. 

 

The impact of crime news on public perception and behaviour uncovered the existence of 

links between crimes and their media coverage. The present study responds to the issues 

related to it such as whether crime news by media in general and by newspapers and 

television in particular increase crime and fear in society, types of crimes increasing in 

society from reading crime news and watching crime programmes, whether reader try to 
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imitate the crime news which has been read by him/her and public feelings after reading 

and viewing crime news.  

 

All reporters try to select those crime stories which were appealing material for Media, 

first and foremost because media persons think that public will be interested in this 

subject. In some crime news public opinion is demanding convictions, people are 

interested, and it changed a bit how news is seen. The findings of present study shows 

that it is not always organized or white collar crime related subjects that the public finds 

most interesting, but rather those that are likely to affect people more deeply. The crime 

against the person and high profile cases is always of greater interest to both the public 

and Media. Public opinion is based more on what they see on TV series than in 

newspapers or news bulletins, even if what they watch on TV has nothing to do with the 

reality in their region. So, people who have better access to fair and in-depth crime 

related coverage will in turn have a better idea of what is really going on. 

 

The present study includes public response on the issues relating to impact of crime news 

on public perception and behaviour. The public response in affirmation is maximum 

(N=159) where public views are that crime news by electronic and print media increase 

crime and fear in society. But television crime programme (N=138) increases crime and 

fear in society on large scale and second highest on the preposition that newspapers 

increases crime and fear in society.  

 

The violence (N=46) and sexual (N=41) related crimes in society increasing due to 

reading newspapers received the maximum views from the public. The response in 

affirmation is maximum (N=167) where public’s thinks that persons try to imitate the 

crime news if they get opportunity. The persons try to imitate mostly theft and burglary 

(N=75) and fraud (N=48) related crimes. The public first read career related news than 

entertainment related news and than read crime related news and females love to read 

mostly crime related news first. The reader’s feelings while reading crime news is that 

they feel insecure (N=81), informative about crimes (N=52) and fear (N=48). The highest 

number of insecurity and fear has been shown among females. The public think that 
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increasing circulation of newspaper (N=105) depends on publishing more crime news in 

the news papers. This is the main reason why media publishes crime news mostly on 

front page or in the second page. Readers who read crime news think negatively (N=114). 

They wish to punish the offenders according to their choices (N=113); secondly they 

learned the new ways of committing crime (N=24) and thirdly, they want to take law and 

order in their own hands (N=21) while reading crime news. The highest percentage of 

punishing the offenders according to their choices and learning new ways of committing 

crime has been shown among males. These trends show that males don’t have faith in law 

and order of India and that is why mostly males are involve in violent crimes. The 

reader’s have also shown positive feelings while reading newspapers are sympathy 

towards the victims of various crimes (N=55), secondly, they want to support the right 

punishment system for offenders (N=49) and thirdly, they wish to learn preventive laws 

in details (N=22).  

 

Public response on reader feelings about news while reading crime news in the newspapers 

is that too much importance has been given to common news (N=110), secondly, 

common issue has been presented as serious issue (N=78) and thirdly, the situation of 

news looks to be true (N=46). This trend shows that important issues/basic problems 

have been ignored by newspapers and ordinary issues have been presented in a 

sensational and dramatic way. The youth, children and women are mostly influenced by 

reading crime news in the newspapers. The newspapers publish more crime news 

(N=107) than any other type of news. The benefits from crime being described as larger-

than-life in the crime news and sometime crime news have been published in a sensitive 

way. Many times crime news has been published in an obscene way. 

 

Public like to view mostly Vardaat (N=51), Sansani (N=50) and Jurm (N=37) crime 

programme of news channels. Public like to view crime programme which provides 

awareness for crime and law (N=44), sex scandals related crime programme (N=42) and 

they also like to view crime programme which dramatically solves the crime cases 

(N=41). Public also like stories related to mafia dons and gangster imaged as politician 

like Dawood Abraham and they think mystery stories are quite attracting. This results 
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show that public has been also interested in viewing violence and sex related crime 

programmes. This is the reason that they feel crime programme viewing increases fear 

and imitation in society (N=161). The highest number of insecurity and fear has been 

shown among females and they also feel that public learned imitation of crime through 

crime programme.  

 

The presentation of various forms of fear crime programme creates among viewers are 

that it is being presented in fictional stories (N=51) which could badly effect children and 

also presented in a dangerous and vulgar manner (N=41) and presented in an excitement 

manner (N=37) through news channels. This way person who has aggressive and violent 

behaviour can easily learn things and apply them on there opponents. Highest number of 

people think that crime programmes of news channels has been increasing crime in 

society (N=168) and effecting badly our youth. Crime programmes of news channels 

have been increasing sexual abuse related crimes (N=76), violence related crimes (N=44) 

and women related crimes (N=20) in society. Feeling of insecurity (N=99) and fear 

(N=62) has been generated among viewers while they watch crime programmes. Females 

and children feel very insecure and fear in society by viewing these types of crime 

programmes. Public said that they like to view first crime related programmes (N=105), 

entertainment related programmes (N=47) and than career related news (N=39).This 

results show that public give preference for watching crime news programme because 

they are being presented in a dramatic and sensational manner.  

 

Regarding the popularity of newspapers respondents said that increasing popularity of 

news channels depends on broadcasting more crime news (N=144) related programmes. 

Readers who view crime news think most of the time negatively if situations arise in the 

same way. They wish to punish the offenders according to their choices (N=121); 

secondly they learned the new ways of committing crime (N=21) and thirdly, they want 

to take law and order in their own hands (N=19) while reading crime news. The highest 

percentage of punishing the offenders according to their choices and learning new ways 

of committing crime has been shown among males. These trends show that males don’t 
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have faith in law and order of India and that is why mostly males are involve in violent 

crimes.  

 

The viewers have also shown positive feelings while viewing crime programmes. They 

have shown sympathy towards the victims of various crimes (N=87), secondly, they want 

to support the right punishment system for offenders (N=37) and thirdly, they wish to 

learn preventive laws in details (N=34). This show that public have a sympathy feelings 

towards victims and they also want to know about preventive and correctional law but my 

research results show that these type of news has been not given much focus in print and 

electronic media. Public response on viewers feelings about news while watching crime 

news in the news channels are that too much importance has been given to common news 

(N=119), secondly, common issue has been presented as serious issue (N=72) and 

thirdly, the situation of news looks to be true (N=40). This trend shows that important 

issues/basic problems have been ignored by news channels and ordinary issues have been 

presented in a sensational and dramatic way. The youth, children and women are mostly 

influenced by watching crime news in the news channels. The respondents also think that 

string operations should be done (N=189).String operations helps in catching goose 

givers (N=43), secondly, string operations help in disclosing political scams (N=40) and 

thirdly, string operations help in unveiling hiding convicts (N=30). The respondents who 

are against the string operations say that through string operations politician try to 

blackmail each other with a feeling of revenge (N=21)  and  innocent people are 

blackmailed through string operations (N=13). The benefits from crime being shown as 

larger-than-life in the crime news (N=84) and in an obscene way (N=63) and sometime 

crime news have been shown in a sensitive way (N=50). This representation of 

criminality in crime news sends a wrong message between youth and other public.  

 

Releasing accurate information on crimes related events makes people aware of what is 

going on in world, and public are then able to create an opinion of the situation and 

criminal justice administration. The people who have taken the time to read very detailed 

documents, records of various court proceedings or analyses by crime reporters no doubt 

have a fairly accurate idea based on what they’ve read about crime. Conclusively, the 
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people who have better access to fair and in-depth crime coverage will in turn have a 

better idea of what is really going on. Individuals who are well informed have a better 

grasp of reality. Crime reporters and journalists should try to find accurate facts about 

crime and then it should be given coverage in media. 

 

Recommendations: 
 

Following are the recommendations of the present study: 
 

1. Media coverage on crime can contribute to crime prevention    

      strategies and criminal justice administration:  

Media exposure of crime and crime-related events can be an effective crime 

prevention strategy, and useful tool for sensitizing and educating the public on 

underestimated or overlooked social problems. Media’s role in crime prevention 

could be as a source of information on the causes and trends of crime. Public 

education campaigns are another example, whereby Media can play an active role in 

mobilizing support and advancing nationwide and international commitment to crime 

prevention, while distributing information to a vast audience at a fast pace. Several 

campaigns on human trafficking, victim’s support, mobilization for women’s safety 

and child sexual abuse cases have all contributed as successful crime prevention 

initiatives, which have promoted improvements in the quality of facts and 

dissemination of information. In 1990s, increasing media coverage on human 

trafficking resulted in the expansion of resources, awareness and support towards the 

sexual slavery of women and girls. It triggered a ‘world-wide’ response to the crime: 

“portrayals of prostitution through media discourse, and anti-trafficking legislation 

make a difference in the effectiveness that these governments have in the fight against 

trafficking in women for sexual exploitation” (Burrows & Lagos 2005).  

 

There has also been enhanced attention of crime victims in media coverage, which 

has impacted on the increasing number of victim support movements and training 

manuals for Media (Rentschler 2007). In this case, the Ethical Guidelines for Media's 
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Coverage of Crime Victims aims to avoid harmful media construction of crime and 

victims, as well as the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) ‘Victim 

Empowerment Programmes’ (Simpson & Cote 2006).  

 

2. Media can help prevent violence and crime in society, especially for 

     women and children:  

Media coverage of violence against women began taking force in the 1970s. Such 

coverage has led to heightened social awareness, policy for protection of women and 

girls (adoption of CEDAW), expansion of social services for female victim support, 

and a rise in the number of reported cases. Groups like Isis-International, the National 

Criminal Justice Reference Service and Women's International Network offer online 

and hardcopy toolkits and reports on this issue. Media coverage on child sexual abuse 

has also been proven to have a positive impact. Media can be useful for providing 

responsible coverage of sexual behaviour and raise awareness of issues on high-risk 

sexual behaviour. It supports open dialogue within the family and community, 

encourages awareness and helps therapists offer services and information to families 

and children. Media can also affect cultural standards on child sexual abuse and incest 

in order to help victims confront the issue, and to reduce stigma. The news media 

should adopt in practice codes of ethics or guiding principles like right to privacy of 

crime victims, infants and minor children.  

 

3. Media can equally participate in disseminating public information on 

     self-protection and safety strategies against crime:  

Due to the impressive amount of individuals who rely on Media for crime 

information, Media can therefore be highly efficient for denouncing certain types of 

crime. Media campaigns on prevention against residential burglary and information 

on the risks of using illegal drugs and alcohol, exemplify the means by which media 

can have an important role in crime prevention. Initiatives such as Crime Concern, 

the 411 Initiative for Change and Internet Watch Foundation provide up-to-date 

information on prevention strategies against crimes such as residential burglary and a 
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space to report incidents. For instance governments and independent groups in the 

U.S., Canada, France and Belgium have launched media campaigns to spread 

awareness on the risks of consuming and distributing drugs (prescription and illegal) 

and alcohol (specifically ‘drinking and driving’). Such initiatives include national 

anti-drug media campaigns and information networks on drug and alcohol abuse. 

Similar efforts should be initiated by Media in India as well which is witnessing 

consistent rise in the drug and alcohol addiction among population and a seemingly 

ineffective legal machinery to prevent it. 

 

4.  Media can increase the possibility of democratic governance when it 

     comes to the question of crime prevention: 

With more information being made public, Media educates the population on certain 

issues, which therefore encourages critical thinking on the part of the population and 

promotes responsibility on the part of institutions, agencies, organizations and the 

government.  

Media can help to guarantee transparency of institutions specializing in crime 

prevention and safety. Therefore, media may advance the surveillance or monitoring 

of the police system; for cases of abuse and corruption, the justice system; on 

arbitrary treatment and discrimination, and the education system. Media’s role in 

crime prevention may encourage proper policies as well as government initiative to 

allocate resources to local communities or crime prevention agencies that lack the 

means to implement prevention strategies. In the end, Media should play an active 

part in encouraging accountability of decision makers who control the design and 

implementation of public policies. 

 

5.  Media can help promote ‘civic journalism’:  

Media can help promote ‘civic journalism’, which fosters responsibility on the part of 

media to provide reliable information and engage in positive crime prevention 

initiatives. With an aim of testing public perception media can work within 

communities to encourage more in-depth and responsible reporting on the causes and 



 218 

effects of violence, with the goal of reducing stigmatization of communities, 

highlighting success stories and preventing inaccurate media reporting. 

 

6.  Strengthening crime prevention by building partnerships through a 

     Communications Policy: 

Certain conditions are necessary for government and other stakeholders to formulate 

a successful partnership with Media. One successful method is the adoption and 

integration of a ‘Communications Policy’ for crime prevention and safety. This 

‘policy’ suggests that the government sets up a framework for opening a discourse on 

the role and relationship between communicators and media, and for creating ongoing 

communication, exchange, assistance and training for a diversity of media 

representatives. Furthermore, creating a communications policy suggests changing 

the mindset of government and community groups, in order to enhance openness and 

proactive interaction with Media, to understand communication implications and to 

make communication a strategic issue. 

 

7. Communications policy should aim to build partnerships between      

      media, government and communities: 

It requires several processes. First, by working within a democratic system, free and 

diverse media is essential and allows for alternative perceptions and information, and 

therefore critical thinking (Alat 2006). Second, government and partners in crime 

prevention must work with local level media representatives in local crime prevention 

and safety strategies. Such a partnership may involve governments and NGOs 

engaging journalists in local coalition public events and meetings in order to stimulate 

‘civic journalism’ and participation in crime prevention. The government should 

foster exchanges with key media people, and collaborate with journalists who share 

interests in developing ‘civic journalism’. In this case, government needs to develop a 

relationship with Media – one that goes beyond using them as simple advertising tool 

for public announcements. Media with the help of diverse scholars in multiple 
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disciplines need to work to influence general reporting practices on crime-related 

issues throughout the development and implementation of the strategy.  

 

An example of a partnership is found in the collaboration between the Ontario Police 

and Fire Services and media by using commercials, public advertisements, and 

special activities, such as a magazine publication, to spread awareness on crime and 

reduce incidents in neighborhoods .The government of Canada recently set up a ‘Safe 

Communities Kit: Working with media’ toolkit for community groups, local 

government and the private sector on how to work with media to prevent crime. The 

toolkit offers support and information for media sources on how to build connections. 

Therefore, the local government and police department collaborate with media to 

improve the situation. The project encourages media to work with the community to 

partake in local reporting on crime and help draw out more positive stories. This 

strategy was successful in building community cohesion and trust between parties. It 

demonstrates the effectiveness of partnerships between multiple groups in order to 

open dialogue, encourage collectivity, promote responsible reporting and 

dissemination of information, and reduce stigmatization. Similar efforts should be 

done in India. 

8.  Training to media representatives and better coordination between 

      media and government:  

Government and crime prevention agencies should create a pedagogical framework in 

order to provide ongoing information, assistance and training to a diverse range of 

media representatives outside media context. This tactic will facilitate communication 

between parties in order to disseminate accurate and consensual information on 

crime-related events. By expanding contact with media and by better informing media 

representatives of their role in crime prevention, the way in which crime is currently 

represented can begin to shift. International and governmental agencies, such as the 

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime and the National Crime Prevention 

Council, have been active in engaging media in seminars and trainings on positive 

and responsible media reporting, appropriate sensitization, crime prevention 

campaigns and roundtable discussions. Therefore, building relations with media 
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representatives through dialogue and technical cooperation can advance effective 

strategies for prevention and awareness. However, the government needs to be more 

transparent and open with media representatives, and do a better job of getting out 

information.  

 

Within this framework, the government could focus on media literacy education as a 

necessary crime prevention tool. The increasing impact of different media sources on 

youth has drawn attention to media literacy education, in other words, using media to 

educate and change attitudes and behaviours concerning media coverage on youth 

crime. According to a publication by the Australian Institute of Criminology, 

“children should critically evaluate the images which are presented to them on an 

everyday basis, in all forms of electronic entertainment, including video and 

computer games. This could take a similar format to traditional literature classes, or 

drug and sex education classes.” In the case of Canada, Media-Awareness is an online 

tool, which teaches the youth on being critical with different media sources and offers 

information on how to attain accurate and unbiased crime information. This initiative 

further encourages media sources to be more reliable, and accountable. In India 

government can take this type of initiatives for media journalists.  

9.   Community-based victim service programs: 

Many victim service programs solicit volunteers through feature articles and 

programs in the local media and through news columns that promote volunteer 

activities. When an innovative approach to victim assistance is publicized through 

national or local media, one can requests for information that contribute to the 

replication of promising practices or policies. Many victims, who choose not to report 

crime, learn about community-based victim service programs available to assist them 

through news reports. Media should treat victims and witnesses with dignity and 

respect. Media should adopt policies that protect rape victim’s right to privacy as a 

basic ethical premise of journalistic doctrine. Interviewing victims at inappropriate 

times include immediately following a crime, at funerals, in hospital settings and 

during trials when the judge or prosecutor has issued a gag order to witnesses. It is 

during these periods that a victim’s trauma and distress tend to be extremely high; 
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dealing with the news media can create a secondary victimization that compounds the 

victim’s tragedy caused by the violent crime. Interview should be done at appropriate 

time. Crime victim’s wishes relevant to the news media’s coverage of their cases 

should be respected and followed. Filming and photographing scenes with murdered 

bodies of victims, body bags and blood should not be broadcasts and printed by 

media. It is also prohibited by Press council of India and it should be followed strictly 

by electronic and print media. 

 

10. Victim should also be the focus of crime news: 

 Euphemisms are often utilized by journalists and in particular newspaper headline 

writers to capture the essence of a violent act in a brief, memorable manner. However 

doing so, the identity of the victims can be demeaned and even lost. So headlines 

should be short and decent and while writing headlines of story, victims should be 

kept in mind. The pressure to obtain a news story, often under a tight deadline, can 

lead some journalists to be overly aggressive to victims, their loved ones, their 

advocates and victim service providers. Media should be more sensitive to these 

people feelings. Indian State public policy leaders and media representatives should 

explore the development of legislation that would appropriately limit general public 

access to confidential information about sensitive victims. Protect at all costs the 

privacy of sensitive victims such as sexual assault victims, children, elderly victims 

and victims with disabilities. 

 

11. Sensationalization and dramatization of crime news should be      

       prevented:  

Glamorizing the offenders by using following words at various times to describe a 

well known criminal: handsome, intelligent, rape crisis center volunteer and law 

school student. While such descriptions may be essential to a news story, what often 

adds insult to the victim’s injury is the lack of such detail in describing the victims of 

such heinous criminals. So media should not try to glamorize the offenders of heinous 

crimes. 

 



 222 

12.  Coordination of media with the elements of Criminal Justice System 

        needs to be reformed:  

Media should not interfere in police investigation. Media should cooperate with law 

enforcement agencies and the prosecution. Confidential details of cases should not 

be leaked out in order to successfully complete a criminal investigation. Media 

should not do the pretrial of case in studio when case was in court. Avoid any 

adversarial role with anyone involved in the case. Encourage and establish 

continuing interdisciplinary educational opportunities and dialogue among judges, 

journalists and lawyers to foster an understanding of each other’s roles through 

Journalism College, Law College and The National Judicial College. Establish, 

support bench, bar and media committees that will meet regularly in every 

community to address issues of mutual concern. 

 

13. Guidelines for the proper coverage of High profile trials by media   

       should be issued:  

Legislatures should issue proper guidelines for the coverage of High profile trials 

by Media. Establish guidelines for trial press management in high profile cases. 

Court officials should confer and consult with media representatives to avoid 

unanticipated problems and understand each others legal constraints. Encourage 

media organizations to develop an ombudsman system to hear recommendations 

from the courts and the public wherever feasible. Never publish photographs or 

broadcast images that could place the subject in danger. Present details about a 

crime in a fair, objective and balanced manner. 

 

14. Coverage of victims of child abuse should be regulated:  

Media should respect the privacy rights of child victims and should avoid all 

reporting that in anyway contacts or identifies victims of child abuse. In cases of 

incest allegations or convictions, journalists should not identify perpetrators if the 

child victim is in anyway at risk of also being identified. Television talk shows 

should use only those victims who have had the benefit of counseling and guidance 
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from a trained victim counselor, professional or advocates. For cases involving 

trials or juvenile court hearings, determine a room in the courthouse where the 

victim can be guaranteed privacy and also determine alternative routes for the 

victim to enter and exit without being confronted by the media. 

 

15. Media Code of Ethics and Victims: 

Victim service providers should encourage media professionals; both print and 

broadcast, to adopt a code of ethics specific to their coverage of crime and 

victimization. Press Council of Indian codes and The Broadcasting Codes should be 

followed by all media houses strictly. Such a code can serve as a basic ethical 

foundation from which difficult decisions can be made, frequently within very short 

time periods. Some media laws related to broadcasts should needed to be made 

clear and major changes should be approached with caution. Media should 

recognize the importance of publishing or broadcasting information that can 

contribute to public safety and at the same time balance this need with the victims 

need for privacy. It should provide a balanced perspective relevant to a criminal act 

that reflects the concerns of the victim and offender. Media should never report 

rumors or innuendoes about the victims, the offender or the crime unless such 

information has been verified by reliable sources. It should never publish the 

identity of a sexual assault victim and child victim without his or her prior consent 

regardless of whether the case is in the criminal or civil court They should approach 

the coverage of all stories related to crime and victimization in a manner that is not 

lurid, sensational or intrusive to the victim and his or her family. 

 

A degree of distortion and bias is inherent in crime journalism. Crime news should be 

based on evidence based information, research based information and statistics of crime 

issues. They can consult experts and check the reliability of their sources before working 

on crime story. Media should report crime in a manner that takes account of the public 

interest, impact on popular and politics. 
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It is important to note that the communications policy remains largely a ‘work in 

progress’, yet requires a two-way exchange with long-term goals and a consistent supply 

of reliable information. As media continues to be a socializing agent, discussing the 

complex links and relations between media and crime prevention and urban safety is 

important for government, private and public sectors and communities. Media literacy 

education also deserves more attention, as it can help encourage and inform the ways 

future generations interact and make use of media in crime prevention and urban safety 

efforts. 

 

The power of media has never been in question. It can influence the key policy makers by 

swaying the public opinion on various national and international issues. It also has the 

ability to play a significant role in spreading awareness about various developmental 

issues. Lack of resources and information gap has often been cited as a reason for poor 

coverage of crime news and international news in India. Newspapers and electronic 

media could make better use of news agencies. I think the problem is an insular lack of 

interest in most serious coverage.  

 

The private industry in the country has not shown any interest in covering the world for 

India. The promoters of almost all news networks in the country are people who have 

non-journalistic backgrounds and hence do not "think like reporters." Some of the 

countries’ leading industrial houses have stakes in private news organizations, and they 

can muster enough resources to go global. However, even these private news agencies 

have found easier alternatives, which sadly, most often comprise cheap formulations. 

 

The fact that India is such a large country (with one sixth of humanity living within its 

boundaries) only complicates matters. We generate a lot of internal news, as we never 

seem to get over with our internal squabbles (from petty politicking to match fixing 

scandals). Moreover, news organizations are always on the prowl playing the detective 

and doing their bit to unravel the latest "sex scandal" or "secretly filming" celebrities in 

their private moments. Much of what most Indian newspapers or television news 
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channels seek to pass off as "news" is sensationalism. Indeed, their content is at times so 

tabloid that it can put some of the world's best known tabloids to shame. 

 

Our men and women competent, informed and opinionated enough to cover some of the 

most sensitive global issues and present a holistic perspective before the Indian 

audiences ?  Perry certainly thinks that Indian journalists are skilled enough and can be as 

"sophisticated" as their counterparts in other countries. However the tendency amongst 

most journalists, to 'analyse' rather than report, is quite evident. Very few reporters 

actually file their own observations, quotes and interviews. This has the dual effect of 

making a lot of what they write sound very pompous, ill informed and without any 

insight. The job is given far too much status and everyone wants to be an opinion writer, 

rather than roll up their sleeves and get dirty, as reporting requires. This also means that a 

lot of "news" is in fact opinion masquerading. This tendency gets worse with crime news 

because reader feedback is negligible. 

 

Indian journalists are many times plain wrong about criminal justice issues and crime 

factors. The Internet has further made the job of such 'armchair journalists' a lot easier. 

They can now get their background research done much quicker. Plagiarism is not 

uncommon among Indian journalists. Lethargy, coupled with the ease of supply of news, 

keeps the Indian journalists from leaving their offices to go out and report. 

The power of media has never been in question. It can influence the key policy makers by 

swaying the public opinion on various national and international issues related to crime 

and crime prevention strategies and courts. It also has the ability to play a significant 

role in spreading awareness about various crimes, crime prevention strategies, criminal 

justice administration, law and developmental issues. 

 

Far from the dominant prevailing view that media is an instrument of knowing the 

criminal activities in a particular society, it is on the other hand has become a very 

powerful medium of perpetuating criminal tendencies in the minds of readers and 

viewers. Instead of depicting crime news to create an informed public opinion about the 

dark side of the society and supporting in the maintenance of law and order media utilizes 
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the crime happening in society as sensational and dramatic events so as to increase their 

circulation and covering a wider audience. The (mis)representation of the criminal 

activities in media has become a popular medium of satisfying mass culture’s appetite for 

sensationalism, violence, real life dramas and unreflective mockery of law and order 

institutions. Depiction of crime news in media should be informative so that public could 

know about criminal justice administration in its real sense. 
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Study of Crime News in the Media: Determinants of Crime 

News and its Impact 

(Pre-structured Proforma) 

 
 

1. Name of News paper. 

 1. Times of India. 

 2. The Indian Express. 

 3. Dainik Bhaskar 

 4. Navbharat. 

 

2. Month of the Newspaper.   

 1. January-Feb. 

 2. March-April 

 3. May-June 

 

3. Week of the Newspaper. 

 1. 1st week . 

 2. 2nd week. 

 3. 3rd week. 

 4. 4th week. 
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 5. 5th week 

 

4. Frequency of Crime news in a day. 

 1. 0-5 

 2. 6-10 

 3. 10-20 

 4. 20+ 

 5. N.A. 

 

5. Type of news covered in newspaper. 

 1. Crime news 

 2. Police news 

 3. Victim related news 

 4. Crime prevention and control 

 5. Criminal justice administration news 

 6. Correctional Administration (prison news, parole, probation) 

 

6. Type of  coverage in newspaper 

 1. Editorial 

 2. Article 

 3. News pieces 

 4. Special report 

 5. Cover Story 

 6. Any other 

 

7. Concern of public about crime (letter to editor) news in Newspaper. 

 1. Juvenile crime 

 2. New trends of crime 

 3. Increasing Women Criminality 

 4. Fear of Crime 

 5. Rising Crime Problems in community 

 6. Suggesting solution to problem 

 7. Demanding action 

 8. Drawing Attention about crime 

 9. Police in positive frame 

 10. Police in negative frame 

 11. Other (specify) 

 12. N.A. 

 

8.  Person involved in crime news covered 

 1. Ordinary Person 

 2. Politician 

 3. Film star 

 4. Player 

 5. Organized criminals 

 6. Industrialist 
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 7. Bureaucrats 

 8. Any other 

 7. N.A. 

 

9. Is there any editorial crime news 

 1. Yes 

 2. No 

 If yes, than 

 Focus of editorial on crime news 

 ................................................................................................................. 

 ................................................................................................................. 

 

10. The message and conclusion of editorial news 

 ................................................................................................................. 

 ................................................................................................................. 

 

 

Section - I  Crime News 
 

11. Location of Crime news in newspaper (page number). 

 1. 1 

 2. 2  

 3. 3 

 4. 4 

 5. 5+ above 

 

12. Type of Crime reported in Newspaper. 

 1. Economic crime 

 2. Robbery / Dacoity 

 3. Kidnapping / Extortion 

 4. Sexual offence 

 5. Eve-teasing 

 6. Dowry harrasment 

 7. Juvenile Delinquency/Youth Crime 

 8. Communal riots/ Caste riots 

 9. Organized crime 

 10. Corruption/Bribery 

 11. Fraud/Scam 

 12. Terrorism 

 13. Cybercrime/Internet pornography 

 14. Murder/Attempted Murder 

 15. Theft 

 16. Human right violation news 

 17. Ragging 

 18. Crime against women 

 19. Pornography literature 



 236 

 20. MMS related crime 

 21. Crime against children 

 22. Drug related crime 

 23. Suicide 

 24. Human Trafficking 

 25. Police Violence 

 26. Any Other 

  

13. Context of crime news in Newspaper. 

 1. Urban 

 2. Rural 

 3. Semi-urban  

 4. Others 

 

14. Coverage of crime news in Newspaper (Column and Words). 

 1. 1-50 

 2. 51-100 

 3. 101-150 

 4. 151-200 

 5. 200+ above 

 

15. Manner of reporting of crime news in Newspaper. 

 1. Bold headlines 

 2. Corner column 

 3. Bottom column 

 4. Box 

 

16. Content of crime news in Newspaper. 

 1. Simple news 

 2. Sensational news 

 3. Descriptive news 

 4. Case-study 

 5. Analytic news 

 6. Mysterious news 

 

 

 

 

17. For last how many days this news is continuing. 

 1. 1-2 days 

 2. 3-4 days 

 3. 4-5 days 

 4. 6+ days 

 5. N.A. 

 

18. Who is the perpetrator of crime in the crime news. 
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 1. Male 

 2. Female 

 3. Childrens 

 4. Young Adults 

 5. Juveniles 

 6. Old People 

 7. Any other 

 8. N.A. 

 

19. Characteristics of offender involved 

 1. First offender 

 2. Occassional 

 3. Habitual 

 4. Terrorist 

 5. Organised criminals 

 6. Any other 

 7. N.A. 

 

20. Status of crime case covered 

 1. Conviction 

 2. Undertrial 

 3. Pending at Police station level 

 4. N.A. 

 

 

Section - II   Police News 
 

21. Police news in Newspaper. 

 1. Police misbehaviour  

 2. Police corruption 

 3. Police image 

 4. Human-right violation by police 

 5. Any other 

 6. N.A. 

 

22. Police in crime news in Newspaper 

 1. Neutral views 

 2. Positive views 

 3. Negative views 

 4. Any other 

 5. N.A. 

 

23. How did the police respond when they get news about crime in any area 

 1. Quickly reached to the crime scene 

 2. Delayed in reaching crime scene 

 3. Didn't reach on the same day 
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 4. Reached in time but didn't take sufficient action   

 5. Investigation started 

 6. Any other 

 7. N.A. 

 

24. Police action on crime  

 1. Didn't write FIR 

 2. Twisted FIR 

 3. Manipulated cases 

 4. Implicated persons 

 5. Wrote FIR 

 6. Any other 

 7. N.A. 

 

25. Criminality by Police 

 1. Fraud encounter 

 2. Custodial violence 

 3. Death in custody 

 4. Exercising violence 

 5. Any other 

 5. N.A. 

 

26. Description of police action at crime scene 

 1. Took suspect in custody 

 2. Found Witnesses 

 3. Seized all evidences 

 4. Encounter 

 5. Any other 

 6. N.A. 

 

27. Impact of crime news on police dept. 

 1. All involved persons suspended 

 2. Order of enquiry given 

 3. No impact seen 

 4. Any other 

 5. N.A. 

 

28. Impact of crime news on any other department 

 1. All involved persons suspended 

 2. Order of enquiry given 

 3. No impact seen 

 4. Speedy trial 

 5. Higher enquiry status 

 6. Any other 

 7. N.A. 
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29. Impact of crime news on victim (by police) 

 1. Needed help given to victim 

 2. Victim didn't get any help 

 3. Investigation started 

 4. Any other 

 5. N.A. 

 

30. Police handling of victims 

 1. With attention and sympathy 

 2. Indifferent  

 3. Negligent and Uncaring 

 4. Any other 

 5. N.A. 

 

Section-III    Victim related news 
 

31. Who is the victim in crime news 

 1. Male 

 2. Female 

 3. Childrens 

 4. Young adults 

 5. Juveniles 

 6. Old People 

 7. Any others 

 

32. Victims age is  

 1. 0-15 

 2. 16-30 

 3. 31-45 

 4. 46+ 

 5. Others 

 6. N.A. 

 

33. Victim comes from which status 

 1. Lower class 

 2. Middle class 

 3. Upper class 

 4. High-profile 

 5. Others 

 6. N.A.  

 

34. Place of victimization is 

 1. Shop 

 2. Street 

 3. Home 

 4. Office 
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 5. Other open place 

 6. Other closed place 

 7. N.A. 

 

35. How much victim suffered  

 1. Seriously injured 

 2. Lightly injured 

 3. Sexually abuse 

 4. Dead 

 5. Any other 

 6. N.A. 

 

36. Nature of loss reporting 

 1. Physical loss 

 2. Emotional loss 

 3. Property loss 

 4. Financial/Economic loss 

 5. Any other loss 

 6. N.A. 

 

Section-IV  Crime prevention and control. 
 

37. Crime prevention and detection technology given in Newspaper 

 1. New methods 

 2. New techniques 

 3. Instruments invent used for crime prevention/detection 

 4. Any other 

 5. N.A. 

 

Section -V    Criminal justice administration news 
 

38. News related to criminal justice administration 

 1. Court 

 2. Police 

 3. Prison 

 

39. News regarding case processing 

 1. Tardy processing 

 2. Repeated adjourned 

 3. Hostality of witnesses 

 4. Granting of bail 

 5. Acquital 

 6. Others 

 

40. Type of court handling the case 

 1. Family court 
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 2. Supreme court 

 3. High court 

 4. Lower court 

 5. Session court 

 6. Others 

 

 

 

41. Case is pending in court 

 1. 0-2 years 

 2. 3-4 years 

 3. 5-6 years 

 4. 7+ years 

 5. Any other 

 6. N.A. 

 

42. News about number of cases pending with the accused 

 1. 0-4  

 2. 5-8 

 3. 9-12 

 4. 13+ 

 5. N.A. 

 

43. News  regarding problems of coordination between police and court 

 1. yes 

 2. No 

 3. N.A. 

 If yes, than what is the problem 

 ................................................................................................................. 

 ................................................................................................................. 

  

44. News regarding amendment in law 

 ................................................................................................................. 

 ................................................................................................................. 

 

45. Any new law introduced 

 ................................................................................................................. 

 ................................................................................................................. 

 

46. News regarding  corruption of judicial officials 

 1. Yes 

 2. No 

 3. N.A. 

 

47. Court decision about crime case covered 

 1. Acquital 
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 2. Undertrial 

 3. Conviction 

 4. N.A. 

 

 

Section-VI Correctional administration  
 

48. News related to correctional administration is 

 1. Jail 

 2. Juvenile institutions 

 3. Any other 

 4. N.A. 

 

49. Issues reported in news of jail is 

 1. Overcrowding 

 2. Facilities in jails 

 3. Human rights in jails 

 4. Rehabilitations and reformation in jails   

 5. Malpractices in jail 

 6. Prison escape 

 7. Any other 

 8. N.A. 

 

50. Conclusion of the crime news covered in newspaper 

 1. Inefficiency of police 

 2. Laws are not effective 

 3. Efficiency of police 

 4. Public are not aware 

 5. Police atrocity and violence 

 6. Police partiality 

 7. Public are not helpfull in the case 

 8. Political criminal nexus 

 9. Low conviction rate 

 10. Corruption in criminal justice system 

 11. Any other 

 12. N.A. 
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Study of Crime News in the Media : Determinants of Crime 

News and its Impact 

(Pre-structured Observation Inventory) 

 
1. Name of News channel 

 1. Aajtak 

 2. Star news 

 3. Others 

 

2. Month of the crime news covered 

 1. November 

 2. December 

 3. January 

 4. February  

 

3. Week of the news covered 

 1. First week 

 2. Second week 

 3. Third week 

 4. Fourth week 

 5. Fifth week 
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4. Name of the Crime Programme 

     1. Vardaat 

     2. Sansani 

     3. Red Alert 

 4. Hatyara Kaun 

 5. Jurm 

 6. Any other 

 7. N.A. 

 

5. Context of crime news in channel 

 1. Urban 

 2. Rural 

 3. Semi-urban 

 4. Others 

 

6. Name of the place where crime occurred 

  

 Village............................. District........................State............................. 

7. Slot of Crime Programme 

 1. 11-11.30pm 

 2. 11:30-12pm 

 3. 10-10.30am 

 4. 10.30-11am 

 5. 11-11.30am 

 6. 11:30-12am 

 7. 12-12:30am 

  

 

8. Duration of crime news 

 1. 30 min. 

 2. 40 min. 

 3. 50 min. 

 4. 60+ min. 

 

9. Average time per story 

 1. 0-5min 

 2. 6-10min. 

 3. 11-15min. 

 4. 16-20min. 

 5. 21+ 

  

10. Theme of the crime news covered in the programme 

 1. Violence related News 

 2. Sex related 

 3. Police related 
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 4. Finance/Economic related 

 5. Any other 

 

11. Frequency of crime news covered in one slot 

 1. 1-2 

 2. 3-4 

 3. 5-6 

 4. 7+ 

 5. N.A. 

 

12. Content of crime news in programme 

 1. Simple news 

 2. Sensational news 

 3. Descriptive news 

 4. Case-study 

 5. Analytic news 

 6. Mysterious news 

    

 13. Type of Crime story in programme 

 1. Economic crime 

 2. Robbery / Dacoity 

 3. Kidnapping / Extortion 

 4. Sexual offence 

 5. Eve-teasing 

 6. Dowry harrasment 

 7. Juvenile Delinquency/Youth Crime 

 8. Communal riots/ Caste riots 

 9. Organised crime 

 10. Corruption/Bribery 

 11. Scam/Fraud 

 12. Terrorism 

 13. Cybercrime/Internet pornography 

 14. Murder/Attempted Murder 

 15. Theft 

 16. Human right violation news 

 17. Ragging 

 18. Crime against women 

 19. Pornography Literature 

 20. MMS related crime 

 21. Crime against children 

 22. Drug related crime 

 23. Suicide 

 24. Human Trafficking 

 25. Police Violence 

 26. Others 

 



 246 

14. Presentation of crime news by presenters 

 1. Normal  

 2. Vulgar 

 3. Brutal 

 4. Sensational 

 5. Horror 

 

15. Emphasis on picturisation of crime commission 

 1. Very less 

 2. Less 

 3. Average 

 4. Much 

 5. Very much 

 6. N.A. 

 

16. Person involved in crime news covered 

 1. Ordinary Person 

 2. Politician 

 3. Film star 

 4. Player 

 5. Organised criminals 

 6. Industrialist 

 7. Beureaucrates 

 8. Any other 

 7. N.A. 

 

17. Status of crime case covered 

 1. Conviction 

 2. Undertrial 

 3. Pending at Police station level 

 4. N.A. 

 

18. Who is the perpetrator of crime in the crime news. 

 1. Male 

 2. Female 

 3. Childrens 

 4. Young Adults 

 5. Juveniles 

 6. Old People 

 7. Any other 

 8. N.A. 

 

19. Characteristics of offender involved 

 1. First offender 

 2. Occassional 

 3. Habitual 
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 4. Terrorist 

 5. Organised criminals 

 6. Any other 

 7. N.A. 

 

20. Who is the victim in crime news 

 1. Male 

 2. Female 

 3. Childrens 

 4. Young Adults 

 5. Juveniles 

 6. Old People 

 7. Any other 

 

21. Does the programme try to give news only or it gives the graphic details 

 of news 

 1. Yes 

 2. No 

 

22. Whether the programme provides  

 1. Objective details of crime 

 2. Subjective analysis 

 3. Dramatization 

 4. N.A. 

 

23. For last how many days this news was continuing 

 1. 1-2 days 

 2. 3-4 days 

 3. 4-5 days 

 4. 6+ days 

 5. N.A. 

 

24. For how many days the same crime news programme has been repeating on  

 the same channel 

 1. 2 days 

 2. 3 days 

 3. 4 days 

 4. 5+ days 

 5. N.A. 

 

25. Police news in Crime prog. 

 1. Police misbehaviour  

 2. Police corruption. 

 3. Police image. 

 4. Human-right violation by police. 

 5. Any other 
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 6. N.A. 

 

26. Police in crime news in news prog. 

 1. Neutral views 

 2. Positive views 

 3. Negative views 

 4. Any other 

 5. N.A. 

 

27. How did the police respond when they get news about crime in any area 

 1. Quickly reached to the crime scene 

 2. Delayed in reaching crime scene 

 3. Didn't reach on the same day 

 4. Reached in time but didn't take sufficient action   

 5. Investigation started 

 6. Any other 

 7. N.A. 

 

28. Police action on crime  

 1. Didn't write FIR 

 2. Twisted FIR 

 3. Manipulated cases 

 4. Implicated persons 

 5. Wrote FIR 

 6. Any other 

 7. N.A. 

 

29. Criminality by Police 

 1. Fraud encounter 

 2. Custodial violence 

 3. Death in custody 

 4. Exercising violence 

 5. Any other 

 6. N.A. 

 

 

30. Description of police action at crime scene 

 1. Took suspect in custody 

 2. Found Witnesses 

 3. Seized all evidences 

 4. Encounter 

 5. Any other 

 6. N.A. 

 

31. Impact of crime news on police dept. 

 1. All involved persons suspended 
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 2. Order of enquiry given 

 3. No impact seen 

 4. Any other 

 5. N.A. 

 

32. Impact of crime news on any other dept. 

 1. All involved persons suspended 

 2. Order of enquiry given 

 3. No impact seen 

 4. Speedy trial 

 5. Higher enquiry status 

 6. Any other 

 7. N.A. 

 

33. Impact of crime news on victim (by police) 

 1. Needed help given to victim 

 2. Victim didn't get any help 

 3. Investigation started 

 4. Any other 

 5. N.A. 

 

34. Police handling of victims 

 1. With attention and sympathy 

 2. Indifferent  

 3. Negligent and Uncaring 

 4. Any other 

 5. N.A. 

 

35. Victim comes from which status. 

 1. Lower class 

 2. Middle class 

 3. Upper class 

 4. High-profile 

 5. Others 

 6. N.A. 

 

 

36. Victims age is  

 1. 0-15 

 2. 16-30 

 3. 31-45 

 4. 46+ 

 5. Others 

 

37. Place of victimization is 

 1. Shop 



 250 

 2. Street 

 3. Home 

 4. Office 

 5. Other open place 

 6. Other closed place 

 7. N. A. 

 

38. How seriously victim suffered    

 1. Seriously injured 

 2. Lightly injured 

 3. Sexually abuse 

 4. Dead 

 5. Any other 

 6. N.A. 

 

39. Nature of loss 

 1. Physical loss 

 2. Emotional loss 

 3. Property loss 

 4. Financial loss/Economic loss 

 5. Any other loss 

 6. N.A. 

 

40. Crime prevention and detection technology shown 

 1. New methods 

 2. New techniques 

 3. Instruments invented used for crime prevention/detection 

 4. Any other 

 5. N.A. 

 

41. News related to correctional administration is 

 1. Jail. 

 2. Juvenile institutions 

 3. Any other 

 4. N.A. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

42. Issues reported in news of jail is 

 1. Overcrowding. 

 2. Facilities in jails. 

 3. Human rights in jails. 

 4. Rehabilitation and reformation in jails.   
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 5. Malpractices in jail 

 6. Prison escape 

 7. Any other 

 8. N.A. 

 

43. News regarding case processing 

 1. Tardy processing 

 2. Repeated adjourned 

 3. Hostality of witnesses 

 4. Granting of bail 

 5. Acquital 

 6. Any other 

 7. N.A. 

 

44. Type of court handling the case 

 1. Family court 

 2. Supreme court 

 3. High court 

 4. Session court 

 5. Lower court 

 6. Others 

 

45. Case is pending in court 

 1. 0-2 years 

 2. 3-4 years 

 3. 5-6 years 

 4. 7+ years 

 5. N.A. 

 

46. News about number of cases pending with the accused 

 1. 0-4  

 2. 5-8 

 3. 9-12 

 4. 13+ 

 5. N.A. 

 

47. News regarding problems of coordination between police and court 

 1. yes 

 2. No 

 3. N.A. 

 If yes, than what is the problem 

 ................................................................................................................. 

 ................................................................................................................. 

 ................................................................................................................. 

 

48. News regarding amendment in law 
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 ................................................................................................................. 

 ................................................................................................................. 

 ................................................................................................................. 

 

49. Any new law introduced 

 ................................................................................................................. 

 ................................................................................................................. 

 ................................................................................................................. 

 

 

50. News regarding  corruption of judicial officials 

 1. Yes 

 2. No 

 3. N.A. 

 

51. Court decision about crime case covered 

 1. Acquital 

 2. Undertrial 

 3. Conviction 

 4. N.A. 

 

52. Conclusion of the crime news covered in Programme 

 1. Inefficiency of police 

 2. Laws are not effective 

 3. Efficiency of police 

 4. Public are not aware 

 5. Police atrocity and violence 

 6. Police partiality 

 7. Public are not helpfull in the case 

 8. Political criminal nexus 

 9. Low conviction rate 

 10. Corruption in criminal justice system 

 11. Any other 

 12. N.A. 
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Study of Crime News in the Media: Determinants of Crime 

News 

and its Impact ( Interview Schedule ) 

 
 
1- Js.kh@O;olk;    
 ¼1½ f'k{kd oxZ ¼2½ fo|kFkhZ  
 ¼3½ O;kikjh ¼4½ ukSdjhis'kk  
      ¼5½ vU; 
 
2- vk;q     
 
 ¼1½ 0&20  
 ¼2½ 21&30 
 ¼3½ 31&40 
 ¼4½ 41$ 
 
3- /keZ     
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 ¼1½ fgUnw ¼2½ bZlkbZ  
 ¼3½ eqfLye  ¼4½ vU;  
 
4- tkfr     
 ¼1½ czkâe.k ¼2½ {kf=; 
 ¼3½ oS';           ¼4½ vuqlwfpr tutkfr 
 ¼5½  vuqlwfpr tkfr 
 
5- fyax     
 
 ¼1½ efgyk ¼2½ iq:"k 
 
6- 'kS{kf.kd ;ksX;rk    
 
 ¼1½ 12 oh ikl ¼2½ Lukrd 
 ¼3½ LukRdksRrj ¼4½ vU; 
 
7- vkids lekpkj lzksr D;k gS \   
 ¼1½ lekpkj i= vkSj Vhoh ¼2½ lekpkj i= 
 ¼3½ Vhoh   ¼4½ vU; 
 
8- D;k vki bl ckr ls lger gSa fd lapkj ek/;e vijk/k dks c<+kus vkSj lekt 
esa Hk;      mRiUu djrs gSa    
 ¼1½  gk¡ ¼2½ ugha 
 
 
 
9- ;fn gkaa] rks dkSu lk lapkj ek/;e turk esa lcls rsth ls vijk/kksa dks 
c<+kus vkSj      lekt esa Hk; mRiUu dj jgk gS    
 ¼1½ Vhoh  ¼2½ lekpkj i= 
 ¼3½ jsfM;ks  ¼4½ if=dk,a 
 ¼5½  vU; 
 

 
A : lekpkj i= i<us okyksa ds fy, % 

 
10- fdl lekpkj i= dks vki i<+uk lokZf/kd ilan djrs gS  
 
 ¼1½ nSfud HkkLdj ¼2½ jkt ,Dlizsl  
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 ¼3½ uoHkkjr ¼4½ VkbZEl vkWQ bafM;k  
 ¼5½ fgUnqLrku VkbZEl ¼6½ lgkjk le;  
 ¼7½ nSfud tkxj.k ¼8½ vU; 
 
11- D;k vki le>rs gS fd lekpkj i= vijk/k esa o`f) ds fy, mRrjnk;h gS  
 
 ¼1½ gk¡ ¼2½ ugha           ¼3½ dqN dg ugha ldrs  
 
12- ;fn gk¡] rks fdl rjg ds vijk/k ds fy, mRrjnk;h gS   
 
 ¼1½   ;kSu vijk/k ¼2½ fglkaRed vijk/k  
 ¼3½ pksjh ¼4½ efgyk fo:) vijk/k  
 ¼5½ cky vipkfjrk ¼6½ jSfxax 
 ¼7½ vU;  
 
13- D;k vijk/k ls lacaf/kr lekpkj i<+dj yksx mldh udy djus dk iz;kl djrs 
gS  
 
 ¼1½ gk¡ ¼2½ ugha           ¼3½ dqN dg ugha ldrs  
 
14- ;fn gk¡] rks fdl rjg ds vijk/k dh  
 
 1- pksjh vkSj ywV 
 2- /kks[kk/kM+h  
 3- vigj.k 
 4- gR;k dh lkft'k 
 
15- loZizFke vki fdl rjg ds lekpkj i<+uk ilan djrs gS   
 ¼1½ vijk/k laac/kh ¼2½ jktuhfr ls lacaf/kr 
 ¼3½ [ksy laca/kh ¼4½ euksjtau laca/kh  
 ¼5½ O;kikj ls lacaf/kr ¼6½ dSfj;j laca/kh 
 ¼7½ vU;  
 
16- vijk/k ls lacaf/kr ys[k lekpkj i<+dj vki dSlk eglwl djrs gS   
 
 ¼1½ vlqj{kk ¼2½ Hk; 
 ¼3½ mRrstuk  ¼4½ dsoy euksjatu  
 ¼5½ Kkuo/kZu@lwpuk ¼+6½ vU; 
 



 256 

17- D;k vki ekurs gS fd lekpkj i=ksa dh çlkj la[;k vijk/k ?kVukvksa ds 
fp=.k ij      fuHkZj djrh gSa    
 
 ¼1½ gk¡ ¼2½ ugha           ¼3½ dqN dg ugha ldrs  
 
 
18- vijk/k ls lacaf/kr lekpkj i<+dj yksxksa ds eu esa dSls fopkj vkrs 
gksxsa  
 ¼1½ ldkjkRed ¼2½ udkjkRed 
  
19- ;fn udkjkRed] rks fdl rjg ds  
 ¼1½ vijk/k djus dh bPNk 
 ¼2½ vius rjhds ls vijk/kh dks ltk nsus dh bPNk  
 ¼3½ vijk/k ds rjhds lh[kus dh bPNk  
 ¼4½ dkuwu dks vius gkFk esa ysus dh bPNk 
 ¼5½ vU;  
 
20- ;fn ldkjkRed] rks fdl rjg ds  
 ¼1½ mRihfM+r ds izfr lgkuqHkwfr  
 ¼2½ fujks/k ls lacaf/kr dkuwu dks tkuus dh ftKklk  
 ¼3½ u;s vijk/kksa dks tkuus dh ftKklk 
 ¼4½ vijk/kh ds fy, mfpr n.M dh O;oLFkk dk leFkZu  
 ¼5½ vU;  
 
21- vijk/k ls lacaf/kr lekpkj i<+dj vkidks yxrk gS fd  
 ¼1½ ;g ?kVuk lgh gS  
 ¼2½ fdlh ,d ?kVuk dks vko';drk ls vf/kd egRo fn;k 
x;k gS  
 ¼3½ lkekU; ?kVuk dks vf/kd laosnu'khy ?kVuk ds :i 
esa izLrqr fd;k x;k gS  
 ¼4½ vU; 
 
22- vkids erkuqlkj lapkj ek/;eksa ls lcls T;knk dkSu izHkkfor gS   
 ¼1½ cPps ¼2½ ;qok@O;Ld 
 ¼3½ efgyk ¼4½ iq:"k 
 ¼5½ vU;  
 
 
23- D;k vkids n`f"Vdks.k esa lekpkj i= vijk/k dh ?kVukvksa dks vf/kd 
izdkf'kr djrs gS  
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 ¼1½ gk¡ ¼2½ ugha           ¼3½ dqN dg ugha ldrs  
 
 
24- vkijkf/kdrk dks fdl rjg lekpkj i= izdkf'kr djrs gS  
 
 ¼1½ vijkf/kd ?kVuk dk laosnu'khy fp=.k 
 ¼2½ vijkf/kd ?kVuk dk v'yhy fp=.k 
 ¼3½ vijk/k }kjk izk; ykHk dks c<~k p<~k dj fy[kuk   
 ¼4½ vijk/k vkSj vijk/kh dk efgek e.Mu  
 ¼5½ vU; 
 
 
 

B : Vh- oh- ns[kus okyksa ds fy, % 
 
25- fdl U;wt pSuy dks vki ns[kuk ilan djrs gS  
 ¼1½ LVkj U;wt   ¼2½ ,u Mh Vhoh U;wt pSuy   
 ¼3½ lgkjk le;  ¼4½ vkt rd   
 ¼5½ th U;wt   ¼6½ vU;   
 
26- D;k vki vijk/k laca/kh /kkjkokfgd ns[krs gSa  
 ¼1½ gk¡ ¼2½ ugha   
 
27- ;fn gk¡] rks dkSu lk    
 
 ¼1½ gR;kjk dkSu 
 ¼2½ okjnkr 
 ¼3½ tqeZ 
 ¼4½ luluh 
 ¼5½ jsM vyVZ 
 ¼6½ vU; 
 
28- dkSu lk vijk/k laca/kh /kkjkokfgd vkidks lcls vPNk yxrk gS  
 ¼1½ gR;kjk dkSu 
 ¼2½ okjnkr 
 ¼3½ tqeZ 
 ¼4½ luluh 
 ¼5½ jsM vyVZ 
 ¼6½ vU; 
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29- bl /kkjkokfgd dh izeq[k ckrsa tks vkidks vkdf"kZr djrh gSa  
 ¼1½ jgL;e; dgkfu;ka vkdf"kZr djrh gSa  
 ¼2½ vijk/kksa dk inkZQk'k jksekapdkjh <ax ls 
 ¼3½ dkuwu vkSj vijk/k ds çfr tkx:drk 
 ¼4½ lSDl LdSaMy dk inkZQk'k 
 ¼5½ cPpksa ds }kjk fd;s x;s vijk/kksa dh dgkfu;ka 
 ¼6½ ekfQ;k MkWu vkSj vijkf/kd ço`fRr ds 
jktusrkvksa dh dgkfu;ka 
 ¼7½ mPpoxhZ; lekt ds yksxksa dh ekSteLrh dh 
dgkfu;ka  
 ¼8½ vU; 
 
30- D;k vkids vuqlkj vijk/k /kkjkokfgd turk esa Hk; ,oa vijk/k vuqdj.k dh 

Hkkouk      mRiUu djrs gSa    
 ¼1½ gk¡ ¼2½ ugha           ¼3½ dg ugha ldrs 
 
 
31- ;fn gk¡] rks fdl rjg ls    
 ¼1½ rF;ksa dks  cgqr gh foHkRl vkSj Hk;kud :i esa 
izLrqr djuk  
 ¼2½ rF;ksa dks  cgqr gh ukVdh; vkSj vfo'oluh; rjhds 
ls izLrqr djuk  
 ¼3½ dkYifud ?kVukvksa ij vk/kkfjr /kkjkokfgdksa 
esa fn[kk;k tkus okyk Hk;,oa [kkSQ           ftlls cPpksa ij cqjk vlj iM+rk 
gS  
 ¼4½ jksekap dks c<+kus gsrq rF;ksa dks bl izdkj 
izLrqr djuk ftlls n'kZdksa esa           mRrstuk ,oa Hk; mRiUu gks 
 ¼5½ vU; 
 
32- D;k vki le>rs gS fd Vh- oh- ds vijk/k lekpkj vijk/k esa o`f) ds fy, 
mRrjnk;h       gS                                                                   
 ¼1½ gk¡ ¼2½ ugh           ¼3½ dqN dg ugha ldrs  
 
33- ;fn gk¡] rks fdl rjg ds vijk/k ds fy, mRrjnk;h gS   
 ¼1½ ;kSu vijk/k ¼2½ fglkaRed vijk/k  
 ¼3½ pksjh ¼4½ efgyk fo:) vijk/k  
 ¼5½ cky vipkfjrk ¼6½ jSfxax 
 ¼7½ vU;  
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34- Vh-oh- esa vijk/k ls lacaf/kr lekpkj ns[kdj vki dSlk eglwl djrs gS  
 ¼1½ vlqj{kk ¼2½ Hk; 
 ¼3½ mRrstuk  ¼4½ dsoy euksjatu  
 ¼5½ Kkuo/kZu@lwpuk ¼+6½ vU;  
 
35- loZizFke vki fdl rjg ds lekpkj ns[kuk ilan djrs gS  
 ¼1½ vijk/k laac/kh ¼2½ jktuhfr ls lacaf/kr 
 ¼3½ [ksy laca/kh ¼4½ euksjtau laca/kh  
 ¼5½ O;kikj ls lacaf/kr  ¼6½ dSfj;j laca/kh 
 ¼7½ vU;  
 
36- D;k vki ekurs gSa fd Vh- oh- ds vijk/k lekpkj ml pSuy dh yksdfç;rk 
ij vlj 
 Mkyrh gS    
 ¼1½ gk¡ ¼2½ ugha           ¼3½ dqN dg ugha ldrs  
 
 
37- D;k vki ekurs gS fd rduhdh ek/;eksa }kjk fd;s tkus okys vijk/k lapkj 
ek/;eksa         }kjk ¼izsfjr fd, tkrs gS½ fd, tkus okys izpkj&izlkj ds 
ifj.kke gS  
 ¼1½ gk¡ ¼2½ ugha           ¼3½ dqN dg ugha ldrs  
 
38- ;fn gk¡] rks fdl rjg ds vijk/k   
 1- pksjh vkSj ywV 
 2- /kks[kk/kM+h  
 3- vigj.k 
 4- gR;k dh lkft'k 
 5- MMS 
 6- Lkkbcj Økbe 
 
39- vijk/k ls lacaf/kr lekpkj ns[kdj yksxksa ds eu esa dSls fopkj vkrs 
gksxsa   
 ¼viuh ilan ds mRrjksa ij Øekuqlkj fu'kku yxkb;s½ 
 ¼1½ ldkjkRed ¼2½ udkjkRed     ¼3½ nksuksa 
 
40- ;fn udkjkRed] rks fdl rjg ds  
 ¼1½ vijk/k djus dh bPNk 
 ¼2½ vius rjhds ls vijk/kh dks ltk nsus dh bPNk  
 ¼3½ vijk/k ds rjhds lh[kus dh bPNk  
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 ¼4½ dkuwu dks vius gkFk esa ysus dh bPNk 
 ¼5½ vU;  
  
41- ;fn ldkjkRed] rks fdl rjg ds  
 ¼1½ mRihfM+r ds izfr lgkuqHkwfr  
 ¼2½ fujks/k ls lacaf/kr dkuwu dks tkuus dh ftKklk  
 ¼3½ u;s vijk/kksa dks tkuus dh ftKklk 
 ¼4½ vijk/kh ds fy, mfpr n.M dh O;oLFkk dk leFkZu  
 ¼5½ vU;  
 
42- vijk/k ls lacaf/kr lekpkj ns[kdj vkidks yxrk gS fd  
 ¼1½ ?kVuk dk lgh fp=.k fd;k gS  
 ¼2½ fdlh ,d ?kVuk dks vko';drk ls vf/kd egRo fn;k 
x;k gS  
 ¼3½ lkekU; ?kVuk dks vf/kd laosnu'khy ?kVuk ds :i 
esa izLrqr fd;k x;k gS  
 ¼4½ vU; 
 
43- vkids erkuqlkj lapkj ek/;eksa ls lcls T;knk dkSu izHkkfor gS  
 ¼1½ cPps ¼2½ ;qok@O;Ld 
 ¼3½ efgyk ¼4½ iq:"k 
 ¼5½ vU; 
 
44- fLVax vkWijs'ku dks vki lgh ekurs gS  
 ¼1½ gk¡ ¼2½ ugha           ¼3½ dqN dg ugha ldrs  
 
45- ;fn gk¡] rks dkj.k ¼viuh ilan ds mRrjksa ij Øekuqlkj fu'kku yxkb;s½  
 ¼1½ lgh vkSj çekf.kd lwpuk çnku djus ds fy;s 
çksRlkfgr djrk gS 
 ¼2½ udkciks'k vijkf/k;ksa dks csudkc djus esa lgk;d 
 ¼3½ jktuSfrd ?kksVkyksa dk inkZQk'k djus esa 
lgk;d 
 ¼4½ fj'or[kksjksa dks idM+us esa lgk;d 
 ¼5½ lSDl LdSUMy dk [kqyklk djus esa lgk;d 
 ¼6½ lQsniks'k vijkf/k;ksa dk inkZQk'k djus esa lgk;d 
 ¼7½ vijkf/k;ksa dks ltk fnykus esa lgk;d 
 ¼8½ vU; 
 
46- ;fn ugha] rks ¼viuh ilan ds mRrjksa ij Øekuqlkj fu'kku yxkb;s½  
 ¼1½ ;qokvksa dks fnXHkzfer djrk gS 
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 ¼2½ usrk ,d nwljs dks cnys dh Hkkouk ls Cysdesy 
djokrs gSa 
 ¼3½ blds ek/;e ls yksxksa dks Cysdesy fd;k tkrk gS 
 ¼4½ blesa ysunsu dh laHkkouk;sa T;knk gksrh gSa 
 ¼5½ dHkh&dHkh U;k;ky; dks xqejkg fd;k tkrk gS 
 ¼6½ vU; 
 
47- D;k vkids n`f"Vdks.k esa U;wt pSuy vijk/k dh ?kVukvksa dks vf/kd 
izlkfjr djrs gS  
 ¼1½ gk¡ ¼2½ ugha           ¼3½ dqN dg ugha ldrs  
 
48- vkijkf/kdrk dks fdl rjg U;wt pSuy izlkfjr djrs gS  
 ¼1½ vijkf/kd ?kVuk dk laosnu'khy fp=.k 
 ¼2½ vijkf/kd ?kVuk dk v'yhy fp=.k 
 ¼3½ vijk/k }kjk izk; ykHk dks c<~k p<~k dj fn[kkuk   
 ¼4½ vijk/k vkSj vijk/kh dk efgek e.Mu  
 ¼5½ vU; 
 
49- D;k vijk/k lekpkjksa ds mRrstukiw.kZ fp+=.k ds fy;s lapkj ek/;eks 
dks dqN gn rd 
 izfrcaf/kr fd;k tkuk vko';d le>rs gSa  
  ¼1½ gk¡ ¼2½ ugha 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 


