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Chapter - I

Introduction

Juvenile Delinquency is one of the serious problems of deviation which the

children of almost all the modern societies of the world are facing. It is non-

conformist behavior on the part of the child and it does manifest as a problem of

personal disorganization but also a symptom of social break down. The

phenomenon has been considered as a matter of great concern for every class of

society down the ages in one or the other forms. According to Morrision

(1991,pp.88-89) juvenile delinquency to be major social theme of the current

period and he moralizes about the phenomena as “a peculiarly nasty product of the

new freedom” involving teenage monsters of both sexes who take drugs, rob, riot

and kill “just for kicks”. India is the home of more than one billion people, of whom

one-third are children under 18 years of age. At approximately 440 million, not only

does India have the world’s largest number of children, but also the largest number

of vulnerable child population, of them nearly 44 million are in difficult

circumstances. India has witnessed an increase both in crimes committed by

children and those committed against them (Renu Sharma, 2010, pp.329-350).

Historically, the problem is as old as the society itself. In order to understand the

continuing nature of the problem quotations by Edward Stullken (1956, p.6) may be

reproduced here. He mentioned in his article that an Egyptian priest almost 6000

years ago wrote on walls of the tomb “there are signs that the world is coming to

end because children no longer obey their parents”.
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According to Jeffrey Bernstein (2006,p.48) Socrates, the great philosopher

also wrote a paragraph about the disrespectful behavior of the children 2400 years

ago which says that children now love luxury, they have bad manners, contempt for

authority, they show disrespect for elders and love chatter in place of exercise.

Children are tyrants, not the servant of their households, they no longer rise when

elder enters the room. They contradict their parents, chatter before their company,

gobble up dainties at the table, cross their legs and tyrannize over their teachers.

These quotations clearly indicate that deviant behavior among children has

posed a serious menace for every society since time immemorial. On the other

hand, to check such type of deviant behavior, every society had effective measures

of social control through appropriate norms, values and laws. But irrespective of all

these, violation of deviation from the set standard remained a matter of great

concern for every society. So this phenomenon of law violation, of deviation from

the set standards on the part of an adult is known as Crime but when such violation

or deviation is undertaken by a youth under certain age it is called Juvenile

Delinquency.

Concept of Juvenile Delinquency

The concept of juvenile delinquency is very complex and varies from

country to country and even in the various provinces of the same country. No single

definition may suit all nations because the sociologists, psychologists and legalists

define ‘Juvenile Delinquency’ in their own way. It varies from nation to nation, for

what is forbidden to do at one place, is allowed in the other place. For example,

defying parents authority, skipping from school are treated as delinquent acts in
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USA but in India, these acts are not treated as delinquent acts. Likewise, a boy

under the age of 14 years cannot be made of guilty of sex offence in England. In

India, vandalism, theft, pilfering, street hawking and black marketing are treated as

the nature and source of juvenile delinquency. (Shipra Lavania, 1993, pp.1-14).

The term ‘juvenile’ which is derived from the Latin word ‘juvenis’, meaning

young. The term juvenile is very delicate as it denotes the fragile nature of children.

In India, Juvenile Justice Act of 1986 is treated as model legislation to provide

uniformly in the country in respect of juvenile delinquents. It was amended in 2000

named as by Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2000.

According to this Act, ‘Juvenile’ or ‘child’ means a person (boys and girls) who has

not completed eighteenth year of age.   The act also refers to certain children as

neglected juvenile.  Neglected juvenile pitfall means that is found begging, without

home, without ostensible means of subsistence, destitute, uncontrollable and

victimized.

According to the new act named as means Juvenile Justice (Care &

Protection of Children) Act 2000, the term ‘delinquent’ is renamed as “juvenile in

conflict with the law” But for universal understanding the term delinquent is

retained by the researcher in the present study.

The Oxford dictionary defines a juvenile delinquent as “a person below the

legal age of (criminal) responsibility and above a certain minimum age, who is held

punishable for breaking the law” The legal definition of juvenile delinquency
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differs from country to country.  Even the basic concept of ‘child’ and misbehavior

or the ‘delinquent behavior’ itself differ considerably.

The Encyclopedia of ‘Crime and Justice’ (1983) defines Juvenile

delinquency as such conduct by children which is either volatile of prohibition of

the criminal laws or is otherwise regarded as deviant and inappropriate. Cyril Burt,

(1969, p.53) defines delinquency as occurring in a child “when his anti social

tendencies appear so grave that he becomes or to become the subject of official

action”. Friedlander, (1947, pp.1-9) says, “Delinquency is a juvenile misconduct

that might be dealt with under the law”. C.B.Mamoria, (1960, pp.224-229) writes,

“The phrase ‘juvenile delinquency’ may be loosely used to cover any kind of

deviant behavior of children violates normative rules, understanding or expectations

of social system”. In simple words, it can be said that juvenile delinquency is a type

of abnormal or anti social behavior by a juvenile who is below an age specified by

statute (Abdul Latif Wani, 1999, p-28).

Trends in Juvenile Delinquency in India

For the purpose of understanding the nature and magnitude of juvenile

delinquency in India, an analysis of the statistics published by the National Crime

Records Bureau has been made. This section of the report includes the incidence of

delinquency over the period of time, types of offences committed by a Juvenile;

forms of disposal of juveniles arrested, the profile of the juvenile, and so on.
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Table 1.1 Incidence of juvenile crimes (under IPC)

during 1999 – 2010 (all over India)

Year Incidence Changes over the previous year (in
percentage)

1999 8888 -

2000 9267 4.3

2001 16,509 78.2

2002 18,560 12.4

2003 17,819 -4.2

2004 19,929 11.8

2005 18,939 -5.0

2006 21,088 11.4

2007 22,865 8.4

2008 24,535 7.3

2009 23,926 -2.5

2010 22,740 -5.0

Source: Crime in India Statistics (2010)

Table 1.1 shows the incidence of IPC Crimes from the year 1999 to 2010. It

is clear from the figures that there was a steep increase in the incidence of crime

from the year 2000 (incidence; 9267) to 2001 (incidence 16509). Such a significant

difference in the incidence of crimes may be due to change in the definition of a

juvenile. That is, the age of considering a child delinquent changed from 16 years to

18 years. It should also be noted that over a period of 8 years (2001-2008), there
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was about 50 percent increase in the total incidence of crime. However, there was a

slight decrease in the incidence of crime in 2009 when compared to 2008. Also,

there was a 5 percent decrease in the incidence of juvenile crimes in the year 2010

when compared to 2009.

Table 1.2 Incidence of crime by juveniles under different IPC Crime heads

during 2010 (all over India)

Crime heads Number of Cases Percentage (%)

Murder 679 3.0

Attempt to commit
Murder

543 2.4

Burglary 2271 10.0

Theft 4930 21.7

Riots 1081 4.6

Hurt 3800 16.7

Rape 858 3.8

Kidnapping & Abduction 524 2.3

Robbery 551 2.4

Molestation 546 2.4

Other IPC Crimes 6958 30.6

Total 22741 100.0

Source: Crime in India Statistics (2010)
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Table 1.2 provides the number of cases under different crime heads

committed during the year 2010. It is seen that the children were involved in almost

all the major forms of crimes. Nearly one-third of the cases in which the children

were involved are property crimes. That is, out of total 22,741 cases, more than 34

percent (Theft: 21.7%; Burglary: 10.0% and Robbery: 2.4%) of the cases are

property crimes. The children were found to have indulged in various major forms

of IPC crimes including murder, attempt to commit murder, riots, hurt, rape,

kidnapping, abduction, molestation and so on.

Table 1.3 Incidence of crime by (both IPC and SLL)

during 2010 (Tamil Nadu)

Crime Heads Number of Cases Percentage (%)

Murder 34 2.2

Attempt to Murder 33 2.2

Rape 11 0.7

Robbery 37 2.4

Burglary 147 9.7

Theft 381 25.2

Riots 34 2.2

Hurt 129 8.5

Death by negligence 6 0.4

Other IPC crimes 150 9.9

Gambling Act 0 0

Prohibition Act 11 0.7

Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act 3 0.2

SC/ST (prevention of Atrocities) Act 3 0.2

Copy right Act 7 0.5

Other SLL crimes 526 34.8

Total 1512 100.0

Source: Crime in India Statistics (2010)
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The incidence of crimes by juveniles, both IPC and SLL crimes, during the

year 2010 in the state of Tamil Nadu are presented in table 1.4 out of a total 962

IPC Crimes, 565 Cases are related to property offences or , in other words, nearly

60 percent of the cases are property crimes. With regards to the SLL crimes, of the

total 550 cases registered during 2010, 11 cases were under prohibition Act and 7

cases were under Copy Right Act.

Classification of Juvenile Delinquents and Delinquency

Various authors have attempted to classify juvenile delinquency and

delinquents differently.

According to Hirsh (1937, pp.88-107) delineated the following kinds of

juvenile offences Incorrigibility, which includes keeping late hours, disobedience,

and so on. Truancy, which can be from home or school. Destruction of property,

which includes both public and private property. Violence which is perpetrated

against the community by using such means as knives and guns. Sex offenses which

can range from homosexual activity to criminal assault and rape.

Eation and Polk (1961, p.364) classified the delinquents by the following

types of offences they have been involved in: Minor violations which include

disorderly conduct and minor traffic violations. Property violations which include

all property thefts except automobiles. Major traffic violations which include

automobile theft and drunken-driving and any other offence that would involve an

automobile. Human addiction which includes sex offenses as well as alcohol and
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drug addiction. Bodily harm which includes homicide offenses that involve sexual

deviation, such as rape, and generally, all other acts of violence against a person.

Sellin and Wolfgang (1964, pp.3-25) also used the type of offence for

classifying the delinquent behavior into two classes.  Under class I they list: bodily

or physical injury; property theft; and property damage. Under class II, they include

the following: Intimidation. Property loss and property loss threatened. Primary

victimization which is committed against a person. Secondary victimization which

is committed against a commercial establishment. Tertiary victimization which

includes offenses against the public order and regulatory offenses such as violation

of city ordinance. Mutual victimization which includes offenses that involve two

individuals such as rape. No victimization which includes truancy.

Kvaraceus (1959, pp.96-105) classifies youngsters who become delinquent

in relation to three major variables: The extent to which the individual engages in

delinquent behavior. The degree of demonstrable emotional pathology. The

individual’s social class.

Causes of Juvenile Delinquency

There is no single cause or simple explanation for the development of

delinquent behavior according to Healy and Bronner (1917, pp.72-79) the causes of

juvenile delinquency are: Bad company, Adolescent instability and impulses, Early

sex experience, Mental conflicts, Extreme social suggestibility, Love of adventure,

Motion picture, School dissatisfaction, Poor recreation, Street life, Vocational

dissatisfaction, Sudden impels, Physical conditions of all sorts.
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The causes of juvenile delinquency may be classified under three major

factors: (A) Social factors, (B) Other Socio-economic and environmental factors,

(C) Personal (or) Individual factors

(A) Social factors

Family background is one of the most potent influences on juvenile

development. Norms, values, models of behavior, and other imprints emanate from

the family unit, and these factors create an internalized “blue- print” for the child

personality, beliefs, and attitudes. When anti social and criminal norms exist within

families, laypersons and experts agree that this can lead to one readily observable

outcome: Criminal dysfunctional and deviant behaviors run in some families. For

example, an association exists between marital instability and delinquency, so that

the manifestations of a discordant marital environment such as stress, estrangement,

coldness, and unhealthy boundaries produce a disproportionately high incidence of

delinquent behavior in children who grow up in this environment.

1. Broken homes

The home may be broken up by death of one or both of the parents, or by

prolonged illness, insanity, distortion or divorce. Interaction in home is a very

important means for socializing the child. The mother plays vital role in this regard.

If she divorces her husband or deserts him or dies, the growth of the child will be

affected. Such a child loses not only mother’s love but also parental control and

becomes an easy victim to the outside anti societal influence. It can’t, be said that

broken home invariably leads to delinquent behavior and the part of the children.
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2. Poverty

A very large proportion of delinquent children come from poor homes. It is

generally, although not anonymously, accepted by professional students of juvenile

delinquency that the vast majority of delinquents come from the lower class.

Poverty compels sometimes both of the parents to be outside the home for a very

long period to earn their daily bread. The children will be uncared by them. Such

children may consciously or unconsciously join hands with gangsters and become

delinquents. This mostly happens in slum areas and areas in which mostly working

class people live.

3. Delinquency areas.

It is said that some areas are highly vulnerable to delinquent trends. Long

ago Cyril Burt (1925, pp.12-18) in his study showed that there are certain areas in

London from which the majority of delinquent children come. The delinquents

mostly come from areas of poor housing, overcrowding and the areas in which

cinema houses, hotels, night clubs, liquor shops are found in a large number. It is

true that when a family is living in the heart of the town the chances are greater for

the children of such families to pick up delinquent behavior. It is to be noted that

not all the children living in the delinquent areas are delinquents.

4. Companions and gangs.

Antisocial and criminal conduct by members of juvenile gangs is not a new

phenomenon. Early immigrant groups arriving in this country frequently found

themselves located in the worst slums of urban areas, and gangs soon emerged. As

the child grows older he goes into the neighborhood and becomes a member of the
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play group or peer group. According to C.B.Mamoria (1965, p.278) wrote his book

with the title “Social Problems and Social Dis-organization in India” stated that

Charles Shaw has opined that “delinquency is a product of community forces”. In

cities, in slum areas peculiar social groups called ‘gangs’ are found. Generally the

gang starts as a playgroup. In the absence of playground facilities, the children will

start playing in streets and finally organize themselves into gangs. The gang has all

the qualities, such as loyalty, co-operation, social solidarity and unity. These gangs

are found to be associated with crime in all its aspects like delinquency, rioting,

corrupt politics, and so on. Children coming from poor families and broken families

easily become the victim of gangs.

5. Beggary

Beggary is often the cause of juvenile delinquency. Child beggars mostly

come from either very poor families or broken homes. The children are betrayed of

the needed love and affection of the parents. They crave for the satisfaction of their

inner impulses, desires and ambitions. They choose to become beggars for the

same. As beggars they get annoyed to see others enjoying life. Some of them may

even become rebels. The realize that only through deviant practices, they can satisfy

their desires and meet their needs. They thus become delinquents. (Hirsh, N., 1937).

(B) Other Socio- economic (or) environment factors

Socio economic class

Past conventional wisdom held that children from poor and working class

backgrounds that is, youth in to the “dangerous classes are much more likely to

engage in delinquent behavior. Reasons for middle-class delinquency include
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parental pressure, peer pressure, uncertainty for the future, experimentation with

intoxicating substances, experimenting with alternative lifestyles, and strong youth

sub cultures.

1. School dissatisfaction

Some students get dissatisfied with school life. Parental irresponsibility, un-

manageable student, teacher ratio, lack of entertainment and sports facilities in

schools, indifference of the teachers may contribute to this. Such dissatisfied

students become regular absenties in schools and start wandering in streets. They

may even form gangs of their own and become gamblers, eve-teasers, pickpockets,

drunkards, smokers and drug addicts.

2. Films and pornographic literature

It has also added to the magnitude of delinquency. Cinema, television and

obscene literature may often provoke sexual and other impulse in adolescents.

Hence they may start their ‘adventure’ in satisfying them in process of which they

commit crimes.

3. Deep-seated inner desires

It coupled with outside pressures, compulsions and temptations also

contribute to juvenile delinquency. For example, on hearing the interesting narration

of the illicit sex experiences or such other criminal experiences from one’s gang

mate, one may be tempted to follow the same

(C) Personal or individual factors

Personal factors such as mental deficiency and emotional disturbances may

also contribute to juvenile delinquency.
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1. Mental deficiency in delinquency.

This is an individual who has an organic problem and who has difficulty in

controlling himself because of it. For example, offenders who are mentally

defective are involved in petty crimes. This category also includes mentally retarded

youngsters. So many studies have revealed that is larger proportion of mentally

defectives are in the delinquent group than among the normal children.

2. Emotional problems of the individual

Mental troubles and emotional maladjustments are strong factors in

delinquency. Emotional problems of inferiority, jealousy and being thwarted are

very common among the delinquent children. According to psychoanalytic view,

the delinquent is an individual who is governed by the “pleasure principle”. He

wants to get immediate pleasure and immediate satisfaction for his needs. So he

becomes a victim to his own impulses. He is neither able to control his impulses nor

able to imagine to think the consequences of his actions. It is also said that

delinquent breakdown is an escape from emotional situation for some particular

individual and family background. Some emotionally maladjusted children become

delinquents to get the attention of their parental or as a protest against their

treatment. (Gus Martin, 2005, pp.65-67).

International instruments Favoring to the Juvenile in Conflict with the law

The Second U.N. Congress on Prevention of Crime and Treatment of

Offenders in 1960 stated that juvenile delinquency  should be understood as the

commission of an act, which when committed by an adult above a prescribed age

would constitute  an offence in law. The Sixth United nations Congress on the
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Prevention of Crime and Treatment of Offenders held in Venezula in 1980

discussed further and in detail the problem of juvenile delinquency. They decided

that there should be the Standard Minimum Rules for the Administration of Juvenile

Justice. Every child has its human rights and they should not be denied to it by

anybody. Hence, they said that there should be laws to protect the right of the

children. Consequent to it, it was accepted that special attention should be given to

the steps initiated to prevent delinquency among children and also to homeless and

street children in the urban setting. (James Vadackumchery, 1996, pp.139-174).

UN Minimum Rules for the Administration of Juvenile Justice ‘Beijing Rules’

(1985)

The Beijing Rules provide guidance to states on protecting children’s rights

and respecting their needs when developing separate and specialized systems of

juvenile justice. They were the first international legal instrument to

comprehensively detail norms for the administration of juvenile justice with a child

rights and child development approach. The objective of training and treatment of

juveniles placed in institutions is to provide care, protection, education and

vocational skills, with a view to assisting them to assume socially constructive and

productive roles in society.

 Juveniles in institutions shall receive care, protection and all necessary

assistance-social, educational, vocational, psychological, medical and

physical-that they may require because of their age, sex, and personality and

in the interest of their wholesome development.
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 Juveniles in institutions shall be kept separate from adults and shall be

detained in a separate institution or in a separate part of an institution also

holding adults.

 Young female offenders placed in an institution deserve special attention as

to their personal needs and problems. They shall by no means receive less

care, protection, assistance, treatment and training than young male

offenders. Their fair treatment shall be ensured.

 In the interest and well-being of the institutionalized juvenile, the parents or

guardians shall have a right of access.

 Inter-ministerial and inter-departmental co-operation shall be fostered for

the purpose of providing adequate academic or, as appropriate, vocational

training to institutionalized juveniles, with a view to ensuring that they do

no leave the institution at an educational disadvantage (Dahn Bachelor,

2006).

United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) 1989

Adopted in 1989, the UNCRC provides a wide-ranging framework for the

protection of children’s rights and, more importantly, constitute a comprehensive

listing of the legally binding obligations towards children that countries are required

to implement. Articles 37 and 40 of the UNCRC deal specifically with the

administration of juvenile justice; however it should be stressed that a number of

other important Articles of the CRC are very relevant to any discussion  regarding

the issue of children’s justice including; Article 2 (non-discrimination), Article

3(best interests of the child), Article 9 (separation from parents), Article 19

(protection from abuse and neglect), Article 23 (the rights of disabled children,),
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Article 28(education), Article 31(Leisure, recreation and cultural activities and

Article 39 (rehabilitative care). (Robert Agnew, 1999, pp.123-155)

UN Guidelines for the Prevention of Juvenile Delinquency:  the ‘Riyadh

Guidelines’ (1990)

The Riyadh Guidelines represent a comprehensive and proactive approach to

prevention and social reintegration. Prevention is seen as not merely a matter of

tackling negative situations, but rather a means of promoting welfare and well

being. More particularly, countries are recommended to develop community based

interventions and programmers, to assist in the prevention of children coming into

conflict with the law and to recognize that depriving children of their liberty should

be utilized only as a means of last resort.

The Riyadh Guidelines recommend that prevention programmers should give

priority to children who are at risk of being abandoned, neglected, exploited and

abused.  It advocates a multidisciplinary and intersects oral approach to the

prevention of children coming into conflict with the law and recognizes children to

be full participants in society.

UN Rules for the Protection of Juvenile Deprived of their Liberty (1990)

These rules, known as JDLs, set out standards applicable when a juvenile

(any person under the age of 18) is confined to any institution/facility (whether this

is to be penal, correctional, educational or protective and whether the detention be

on the grounds of conviction of, or suspicion of, having committed an offence, or

simply because the juvenile is deemed ‘at risk’) by order of any judicial,
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administrative or other public authority.  In addition, these rules include principles

that universally define the specific circumstances under which children can be

deprived of their liberty, emphasizing that deprivation of liberty must be a means of

last resort, for the shortest possible period of time, and limited to exceptional cases.

The JDLs serve as an internationally accepted framework intended to counteract the

detrimental effects of deprivation of liberty by ensuring respect for the human rights

of juvenile and ensuring the dignity and welfare of the children is upheld while in

custody.(Arnold Binder, 2001).

In this following chapter that “juvenile justice system: A development

perspective” was quoted from Priyamvatha, (2003, pp.18-32) wrote for her Ph.D

thesis entitled “Study on Re-integration of young offenders” submitted to the the

Department of Criminology in Madras University.

Juvenile Justice System: A Development Perspective

To have a better understanding about the juvenile justice system, it is

necessary to trace the development of system in India. The juvenile justice system

in India not only provides for the special needs of delinquents but also extend a

protective shelter for the child need of care and protection. Juvenile justice system

comprised of three major bodies to deal with the delinquents, which includes

enforcement agencies (Police), judiciary (Juvenile Justice Board), and correctional

institutions) (Observation Home, Special Home). The origin and development of

juvenile justice system in India are discussed below.
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Juvenile Justice in India

In India the idea of juvenile justice was originally limited to the criminality

of child offenders only particularly for the non-serious property offences like theft,

burglary and other minor crimes like riot and ordinary breach of peace. Thus, non-

criminal children in unfortunate circumstances were excluded from the ambit of

juvenile justice. However, the Enactment of the Apprentice Act, 1850 that gave

power to the court to bind over the children of poor and destitute as apprentice in

newly established factories indirectly gave the power to control the lives of the vast

sections of the poor children. It was followed by Reformatory Schools Act, 1987.

The Indian jail committee (1919-1920) brought to the fore the vital need for square

trial and treatment of young offenders. Its recommendations prompted the

enactment of the children act in Madras in 1920. This was followed by Bengal and

Bombay act in 1922 and 1924 respectively. The three pioneer statutes were

extensively amended between 1948 and 1959. In 1960 at the Second United Nations

Congress on the prevention of crime and Treatment of offenders was held at

London and the issue on children was discussed and some therapeutic

recommendations were adopted and based on this the central enactment, the

children Act, 1960 was passed by the Central Government which was applicable to

all the States and Union Territories.

There after, juvenile courts, observation Homes and Certified/approved

schools were started in various districts of the states. In states where there were no

observation Homes the delinquent children were remanded first in police lockups.
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“The Law, in the past, has lashed the child, not loved it, whatever its

pretensions….. A correction informed by compassion, not incarceration leading to

degeneration, is the primary aim of juvenile justice. Regrettably, our juvenile justice

system still thinks in terms of terror, not cure, of wounding, not healing, and a sort

of blind man’s buff is the result.” Justice V.R. Krishna Iyer has in those words

succinctly summed up the pitfall of the juvenile justice system in our Country.

Under the children’s Act, 1960 no provisions were made for ensuring the

maintenance of standards in education and vocational training provided for the

children in the correctional institution. Majority of the homes were overcrowded

and ‘neglected children’ were not segregated from “juvenile offenders” but are

herded together in less than hygienic conditions. Very serious lacuna was that

majority of the states has no homes and the delinquent children were incarcerated in

the jails along with the adult offenders. (Report of All India Committee on Jail

Reforms, Vol. II, 1980-83, Government of India).

Sheela Barse V/s Union of India

In 1986, Sheela Barse a social activist filed a writ petition in the supreme

court against the Union of India and all the states and Union Territories wherein she

prayed for the release of children below 18 years from jails, for the protection of

complete information of children in jails for information as  to the existence of

juvenile courts, homes and schools, for a direction that all District Judges must visit

jails and sub-jails within their jurisdiction to ensure that children were properly

looked after while in custody and for a direction to the State Legal Aid Boards to

appoint counsel for the juvenile offenders.
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This petition was heard by the then Chief Justice P.N. Bhagawati and justice

Ranganath Mishra, who first directed all the judges to furnish the relevant

information and also directed (Sheela Barse vs. Union of India (1986) 3 SCC 632)

all District Judges to visit jails in their jurisdiction at least once in every 2 months,

take particular care of juvenile prisoners, and draw the attention of the

administration and the respective High Court to any problem regarding these

children. The Supreme Court also directed the State Legal Aid Boards to provide

the facility of a lawyer’s service to under trial children. From the information

provided by the District Judge, the Judges observed: “We find in many of the states

there are no juvenile courts functioning at all and even where there are juvenile

courts, they are functioning like the ordinary criminal courts.

From the report submitted by the District Judges, It was found that there

were a least 1,400 children lodged in various jails of the country, as there were no

children homes. Further, the conditions of the jailed children were shocking. In a

few jails, the children were not even kept in a separate barrack from the adult

offenders. In some jails the children were not given adequate food. In conclusion,

the judges suggested for a uniform single legislation.

Thus the juvenile justice bill 1986 was passed by both the House of

Parliament. After receiving the assent of the President, the Juvenile Justice Act,

1986 came in to force. This Act introduced a uniform juvenile justice system

throughout India as it extends to the whole of the country. This Act attempts to

ensure that no child shall be kept in a police lockup or a jail under any

circumstances whatsoever. Thus this Act was enacted to provide for the care,
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protection, treatment, development and rehabilitation of neglected or delinquent

juveniles and for the adjudication of certain matters relating to and disposition of,

delinquent juveniles.

The Juvenile Justice Act, 1986 was promulgate to replace the children’s Act,

1960 thus promoting a uniform legislation for India on the basis of the UN

Minimum standards for the administration of juvenile justice. It has been generally

stated that there were no substantial differences between the JJ Act. 1986 and the

children’s Act, it replaced. One of the reasons for re-enacting JJ Act was there were

provisions made in the children’s Act to establish observation homes, children’s

homes and special homes individual for neglected and delinquent juveniles. But due

to lack of infrastructure facilities many states were not able to establish these

homes. Moreover very few states have enacted the rules, and have seriously tried to

implement the Act. Even in these states, the supportive actions necessary for

translating the spirit of the Act for a positive impact on children have been

negligible.

The Juvenile Justice Act, 1986, had several legal gaps and also short

comings, especially in the matter of linkages between the governmental and non-

governmental efforts in the care, treatment and rehabilitation of children. To

remove these gaps and to rationalize the approach toward juvenile justice in keeping

with the relevant provisions of the constitution of India and International obligation,

India ratified the UN convention on the Rights of the child in 1992 and submitted in

report in 1997. (Country Report, India, February 1997, Department of Women and
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Child Development, Ministry of Human Resources Development, Government of

India).

It becomes obligatory for the Indian Government to amend the Act

pertaining to children in line with international standards. Hence the Government of

India enacted the Juvenile Justice (care and protection of children) Act, 2000, on

30th December 2000. It was enforced on 1st April 2001 by the Central Government.

The Model Rules framed under this Act were enforced on 22nd June 2001. Being the

primary special law for the children in the Country, presumably, this would take

precedence over the others.

Juvenile Justice System in Tamilnadu

The juvenile justice system comprises of various agencies such as the police,

probation, Juvenile Justice Boards, and institutions (observation homes and special

homes)

(A). Police: In the juvenile justice system police is the first agency with whom a

juvenile in conflict with the law comes in contact (Bhardwaj, 2010). The Juvenile

Justice (Care and Protection) of children Act 2000, provides for the constitution of

Special Juvenile Police Unit (SJPU) – a special unit of the police force – to deal

with a Juvenile in conflict with law. The act also states that one officer in every

police station need to be designated as Child Welfare Officer (JCWO). In the state

of Tamil Nadu, at the police station level, there are some officers designated as

child welfare officers; it is understood that such officers are also assigned other
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tasks. Moreover, there is no statistics available on the number of such child welfare

officers.

(B) Probation: The probation system is represented by probation officers. In the

state of Tamil Nadu, adult probation system comes under prisons department,

whereas juvenile probation system functions under the Directorate of Social

Defense. The probation officer is considered as a friend, a philosopher, and a guide

of the children in conflict with law because he or she plays a crucial role in the

whole criminal justice process right from the apprehension by police till

rehabilitation and Social re-integration. At present, there are 26 probation officers in

the state. Generally, one probation officer is incharge of a district.

(c) Juvenile Justice Board:  The JJ Act 2000, mandates the constitution of Juvenile

Justice Board in every district. Section 4(2) of the Juvenile Justice Act 2000,

provides for constitution of a board which shall consist of a Metropolitan Magistrate

or a Judicial Magistrate of the First class, as the case may be, and two Social

workers of whom at least one shall be a woman. In the state of Tamil Nadu there are

only eight Juvenile Justice Boards which are as follows in response to the

amendment of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2000, in

2006 (Central Act No.33 of 2006), the Government of Tamil Nadu has issued order

to constitute 24 JJBs, so as to have one JJB in each district. The process of selection

and appointment of social worker member in all the JJBs has also been completed.

If is understood that government is yet to issue orders.
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(d) For the juvenile in conflict with law, there are two categories of home: (1)

Observation homes and (2) Special homes

(i) Observation homes are meant for temporary reception of juveniles who are

alleged to have come in conflict with law. Section 8 of JJ Act, 2000, provides for

establishment and maintenance of observation homes in every district or in group of

districts such homes house the juveniles during the pendency of any enquiry. Total

number of observation homes in Tamil Nadu is 8.

(ii) Special homes – Section 9 of JJ Act, 2000 provides for establishment and

maintenance of special homes in every district or in a group of districts. Special

homes are meant for rehabilitation of juveniles in conflict with law. There are 2

special homes in Tamil Nadu, including 1 for boys and 1 for girls.

(e) Role of Social Workers who collaborate with Government and NGO’s

The members and the chair persons of the Boards’ understanding of the role

of social workers sound impressive. According to them Juvenile Justice Act is a

socially progressive statute in which law and social engineering are equally blended

in the best interest of the child. The social worker establishes effective linkages with

government and NGO’s’ in the best interest and well being of the children. The

participation of social workers enables a child-friendly atmosphere in the board and

also reduces threatening situation to the child. They stated that role of social

workers assumes significance because they would counsel the child based on the

need and refer to psychiatric help if necessary. The social workers also share their

views on each and every decision being taken in Juvenile Justice Board (Srinivasan

(2012, pp 2-27).
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The Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children). Act, 2000 and the

Amendment Act of 2006.

The Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2000, was

brought in to force on April 1, 2001. However, certain provisions of this act were

challenged before the High Court of Delhi through public interest litigation. The

High Court of Delhi also observed that some of the provisions of the above Act

needed re-considerations. In the light of the observations made by the High Court of

Delhi. It was proposed to carry out amendments in some sections of this Act.

Accordingly an amendment Bill was introduced in the Loksabha in July 2003.

Thereafter, the Loksabha referred the amendment Bill to the parliamentary standing

committee on labour and welfare for examination and report submission. But, the

Loksabha was dissolved before the standing committee submitted its report and as a

result the amendment Bill lapsed. Before re-introducing a fresh considered it

necessary to revisit the amendment proposals again along with other suggestions

received by the standing committee from various experts. The suggestions and

views of all those concerned were obtained on the proposed amendments and based

upon such suggestions and views it was proposed to make amendments in the

provisions of Juvenile Justice (care and protection of children) Act 2000, in addition

to those contained in the earlier Bill. The amendment Act enacted by the parliament

in the 57th year of the Republic of India (Act 33 of 2006) was notified on August 22,

2006.
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Salient Features of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act

2000 and the Amendment Act of 2006

The Act ensures the use of the right tone of language in conformity to the

high standards of human rights. The term delinquent child was replaced by children

in conflict with law. The term arrest was substituted with apprehension. A few notes

worthy features of the acts are as follows:

(a) Juvenile Justice Board

1. The government may constitute for every district one or more Juvenile

Justice Boards for exercising the powers and discharging the duties conferred

or imposed on such Boards in relation to juveniles in conflict with law. The

Board shall consist of a metropolitan magistrate or a Judicial Magistrate of

the first class, as the case may be and two social workers of when at least one

shall be a woman, forming a Bench (Sections 4(1) and (2).

2. Sub section (3) of section 4 States that no magistrate shall be appointed as a

member of the Board unless he or she has special knowledge or training in

child psychology or child welfare and no social worker shall be appointed as

a member of the Board unless he or she has been actively involved in health,

education or welfare activities pertaining to children for at least 7 years.

(b) Juvenile in conflict with the Law

“Juvenile in conflict with the law” refers to a juvenile who is alleged to have

committed an offence and has not completed 18 years of age as on the date of

commission of such offence (section 2 (1)). This sub section is, based on the

amendment made in 2006.
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(c) The date of commission of the offence is the criteria for fixing the age of the

person. If a juvenile during the course of such inquiry ceases to be a juvenile, the

enquiry shall be continued and the order may be made in respect of such person as

if such person had continued to be a juvenile or a child. This provision is also

applicable to children in need of care and protection (section 7 (A))

(d) Apprehension of a Juvenile in conflict with law

Upon apprehension of the juvenile in conflict with the law, he or she shall be

placed under the change of the designated Police officer. The police officer shall

produce the juvenile before the Board without any loss of time, but with in a period

of 24 hours of the juveniles apprehension excluding the time necessary for the

journey, from the place where the juvenile was apprehended. The act provides that

under no circumstance shall be placed in a police lock-up or lodged in a jail (section

10(1)).

(e) Release of a Juvenile on bail

When a juvenile is accused of a bailable or non- bailable offence and is

arrested or detained or appears/brought before a board he or she may be released on

bail with or without surety. But he or she shall not be so released if there appear

reasonable grounds for believing that the release is likely to bring him or her in to

association with any known criminal or expose him or her to moral, physical, or

psychological danger or that his or her release would defeat the end of justice.

According to sub-section (2) of section 12, when the juvenile having been arrested

is not released on bail under sub-section (1) by the officer incharge of the police

station, such officer shall cause the juvenile to be kept only in an observation home
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in the prescribed manner until he or she can be brought before a Board. Further, it is

also stated under sub-section (3) of section 12 that when a juvenile is not released

on bail by the Board, it shall, instead of committing the juvenile to prison, make an

order sending him or her to an observation home or a place of safety for such period

during the pendency of the inquiry regarding him or her may be specified in the

order.

(f) Information on the arrest

As soon as a juvenile is arrested the officer incharge of the police station or

the special juvenile police unit to which the juvenile is brought, shall inform to the

parent or guardian of the juvenile and the probation officer. Information on the

arrest is to be given for the purpose of obtaining information regarding the

antecedents and family background of the juvenile. Also, it is expected that the

other material circumstances provided by the probation officer may be of assistance

to the Board for making the inquiry (section 13).

(g) Inquiry by the Board

When a juvenile is produced before a Board, the Board shall hold the inquiry

in accordance with the provisions of this Act and may make such order in relation

to the juvenile as it deem fit (sub-section (1) of section 14. The above section also

provides that an inquiry shall be completed within a period of 4 months from the

date of its commencement, unless the period is extended by the Board due to the

circumstances of the case and in special cases after recording the reasons in writing

for such extension. The act also provides for review of the cases in the Board after

every 6 months by the Chief Judicial Magistrate or the Chief Metropolitan
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Magistrate. Also, the Chief Judicial Magistrate or the Chief Metropolitan Magistrate

shall direct the Juvenile Justice Board to increase the frequency of sittings or may

also cause the constitution of additional Boards (Section 14 (2)).

(h) Observation homes

During the pendency of enquiry regarding the juveniles in conflict with law,

according to the requirement, the respective state government may establish

observation homes in every district or in group of districts for the temporary

reception of juveniles. The state government under an agreement with voluntary

organizations may also establish observation homes (section 8(1)). Besides, the

state government may certify any institution as observation home if it thinks fit for

the temporary reception of juveniles in conflict with law (section 8(2)). Rules which

are made under the act may have provisions for the management of observation

homes. It may have provisions such as standards to be maintained at the observation

homes and the type of services to be provided for rehabilitation and social

integration of juveniles and so on (section 8(3)). The juveniles who are sent to

observation home shall be kept initially in a reception unit of the observation home

for preliminary inquiries, care and classification. While classifying juveniles

according to age (7-12, 12-16 and 16-18 years) due consideration should be given to

physical and mental status and degree of the offences committed (section 8 (4)).

(i) Special homes

For the purpose of reception and rehabilitation of juveniles in conflict with

the law, the state government may establish by itself or under an agreement with

voluntary organizations, special homes in every district or in a group of districts.
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Similar to sub-sections (2, 3 and 4) of section 8 there are also provisions under

section 9. Those sub-sections (2, 3 and 4 of section 8) are related to “fit

institutions”, “classification and separation of juveniles (Srinivasan (2012, pp.2-27).

Theories of Juvenile Delinquency

Sociological

Sociological theories of delinquency are characterized by an

assumption that the most important factors in explaining behavior are social

in nature.  Thus such factors as social interaction, stress caused by an inability

to reach one’s goals, low socioeconomic status, a lack of proper socialization,

poor education, and bad parenting are frequently implicated in these theories.

As noted in the introduction, sociological theories have dominated

explanations of delinquency since at least the 1920s and show no signs of

yielding to other disciplines at present.

Early Sociological Theories

(i)The French School:   The earliest theories to describe criminality

(“delinquency” had not yet been invented) in a social fashion were two

French versions in the late 1800s.  Gabriel Tarde, a French Magistrate, said

that criminal behavior spreads in a process of imitation. A more well-accepted

version was proposed by French Sociologist Emile Durkheim, who said that

crime occurs in every society and therefore is natural.   However, when too

much or too little crime is present in a society, an abnormal situation is
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present, and social control becomes an issue.  Durkheim also assumed that

crime (and deviance) is a product of a lack of regulation in society. As

societies move from primitive to modern, the number of social relations

increases and labor becomes more specialized.  Thus people in modern

societies cannot survive on their own and depend on a large number of others,

with relationships always breaking down.

(ii)The Chicago School and its Relatives

The next popular sociological versions occurred with the rise of the

Department of sociology at the University of Chicago, primarily during the

period of 1915 to 1940. The first approach to come out of the Chicago school

was known as symbolic interactionism.  Based on the work of George Herbert

Mead, Charles Horton Cooley, and W. I. Thomas, symbolic interactionism

was a predominantly social theory in a day when biological and psychological

theories were dominant.  The idea is that people act according to the

communicated symbols they receive from others.  These symbols can be

verbal or nonverbal but must be interpreted by the person receiving them.  In

short, people interact with each other and provide symbolic communication.

This communication requires interpretation and results in a person

constructing his or her self-image and the anticipated expectations of others.

For delinquency, this means that communicated social values create behavior.

When a juvenile is around values enough communicated that approve of

delinquency, she or he will behave accordingly.
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Ecological Theory

Robert Park and Ernest Burgess, using a view of cities derived from a

then- popular biological perspective called ecology, proposed that a city has

areas with dominant patterns and uses.These areas tend to follow an

ecological pattern of succession and dominance in which other areas are

“invaded” and taken over. For instance, industrialized areas tend to encroach

on those bordering them and ultimately expand into new territory.  Clifford

Shaw and Henry McKay added this picture by mapping delinquency against

areas of Chicago and demonstrated that, as one moved away from the central

area of the city, delinquency decreased.  This perspective came to be known

as concentric zone theory.  The area (zone) in the most turmoil is the one

between the business/industrial area and the residential area.  This is the zone

of transition, a place that is undesirable for living but where housing is cheap.

Social Disorganization

Attempting to explain the phenomenon of concentric zones, Shaw and

McKay developed a theory of social disorganization.  In neighborhoods with

rapid turnover and undergoing conversion from residential to industrial, there

is little cohesion left among social institutions.  Families have difficulty

taking care of their children; churches, schools, recreational opportunities,

and the like break down.  In other words, these neighborhoods are socially

disorganized.  In addition, the values transmitted to children by their elders in

disorganized areas tend to the deviant ones.
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Culture Conflict

In communicating with Chicago school scholars, particularly Edwin

Sutherland, Thorsten Sellin developed an alternative explanation for high

delinquency rates seen in zones of transition.  He suggested that immigrants

arriving in Chicago bring their home cultures with them. These cultural

values do not necessarily fit in with those already established in Chicago and,

in some cases, cause conflict.  The immigrants expect to engage in behavior

according to their home culture, but in some situations, different behavior is

mandated by the culture of Chicago (or America).  Indeed, the difference

between the two cultural values may result in criminal or delinquent behavior.

This form of delinquency is called primary conflict someone from one culture

runs afoul of another culture’s laws.  Another form is secondary conflict, in

which a subculture within a larger culture has values opposed to those of the

larger culture.

Differential Association

In 1939, and in a revised version in 1947, Edwin Sutherland developed

a theory that was, in one sense, the culmination of the Chicago School.

Combining symbolic interactionism, social disorganization, and culture

conflict, Sutherland proposed that delinquent behavior is learned from others

through a process of communication.  This learning occurs mostly from those

who most important to a person: family, friends, and intimate others.  The
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content of what is learned comprises both techniques of how to commit a

crime and the values and rationalizations supportive of the behavior.

Anomie

An altogether different theory was proposed by Robert Merton in 1930.

While not directly a theory of delinquency or crime, Merton’s theory is

important because of delinquency theories that subsequently relied on it.

Borrowing Durkheim’s concept of anomie,

Merton proposed five deviant modes of adaptation which were based

on the individual’s level of acceptance of the standard means and goals:

conformity, innovation, ritualism, retreatism, and rebellion. Innovation

involves acceptance of the goals but not the means; therefore, much of crime

and delinquency is this form of adaptation.  Ritualism represents focusing on

the means but giving up on the goals as being out of reach (e.g., bureaucratic

behavior and some religious fanaticism).  Retreatism is giving up on both the

goals and the means, as a hermit does or perhaps a skid-row bum. Finally,

rebellion means substituting for both the goals and the means, seeking new

goals and new means to attain them.

Gang subculture Theories

Both differential association and anomie theory were critical to the

development of the theories of the 1950s.  The chief architects of these

theories, Albert Cohen, Richard Cloward, and Lloyd Ohlin, Shared not only
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an interest in the two major theories but had actually studied under either

Sutherland or Merton (or both).   In fact, the new theories were attempts to

integrate differential association and anomie.  For better or worse, the 1950s

were a period of intense interest in gangs, and most criminologists were

convinced that lower-class, urban, minority delinquency represented most of

delinquent behavior.

Differential Opportunity

Another approach to explaining sub cultural gang delinquency was

developed by Richard Cloward and Lloyd Ohlin. Cloward and Ohlin also

noted that a key to delinquency is the degree of control exerted by adults in

the neighborhood.  The greatest amount of control over children (in urban

areas) occurs in a lower-class neighborhood where both opportunity structures

exist and are integrated one can “cross over” between the two. Their argument

was that even organized crime has an interest in controlling juvenile activity.

Thus most of the delinquency in such a community will also be of a

controlled variety, with gangs serving primarily as an “apprentice” structure

for organized crime. When a community lacks integration, more conflict

exists among juveniles, resulting in conflict-oriented gangs. Cloward and

Ohlin also posited a final gang sub-culture: a retreatist gang.  These juveniles

are unsuccessful in both legitimate and illegitimate worlds and, literally, drop

out to a world of drug use.
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Social learning

Using Sutherland’s theory of differential association, Ronald Akers

authored the dominant version of social learning theory in the 1970s.  The

core of the theory is that reinforced behaviors or more likely to occur. Sub

cultural groups tend to reinforce more values supportive of delinquents acts.

Sub cultural groups tend to reinforce more values supportive of delinquent

acts, a process resulting in greater levels of delinquency.  Akers’s approach

says that individuals do not need to be reinforced directly, learning can occur

by observing others being rewarded for a behavior.  Thus juveniles can model

the behavior of those already delinquent.  In addition, the values and

statements that reinforce delinquency can come from conventional others, not

just from those who are delinquent and criminal.

Social control and Self control

Another brand of delinquency theory is based on the assumption that

everyone is self-interested and their fore needs to be controlled before proper

behavior will occur.  In short delinquency is “normal” and conformity needs

to be supported. Travis Hirschi, with a control theory popular in the 1970s,

said that the necessary factor in decreasing delinquency is to have a strong

bond to the moral order.  This moral order is composed of four elements:

attachment, involvement, commitment, and belief. The characteristics

associated with the four elements include such factors as ties to parents and

friends, time spent in conventional activities, investment in education, and
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approval of and co-operation with conventional pursuits.  These elements,

when present, serve to create conformity within an individual, and when

absent, increase the likelihood of delinquency.

The above observations indicate the major factors of juvenile delinquency,

which has what type of offences committed by the juveniles, laws and universal

declaration favoring to the juvenile in conflict with the law, child care services

provided to the children who have alleged to commit the offence and theories

relevant to the juvenile delinquency. The present study tries to identify such case

and deals with personal and family background of the juveniles, nature of offence

committed by them, role of families and other agencies for cause of delinquent

behaviour among the children and life experience in the homes of Tamil Nadu in

India
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Chapter-VII

Life experience in Institutional Care and Rehabilitation for

Juveniles

The Juvenile Justice (Care & Protection of Children) Act 2000 provides for

uniform and comprehensive services for the care, protection, treatment,

development and rehabilitation of juveniles through the child care institutions (for

children in conflict with the law for who have alleged to have committed the

offence) approved by government. The major purpose of these child care

institutions is to prepare the inmates for social, economic and emotional

rehabilitation. The main process of treatment covers various services and conduct

activities. The main services for the treatment of juveniles are Intake and reception,

diagnostic study and family relationship, educational and vocational services, basic

services like food, clothing, drinking recreation, medical checkup etc., religious

services, character and behavioural modification, social and psychological services

etc.

The children experience all these services when they are detained in the

homes. So here in this chapter, an attempt has been made to get the perception of

the children towards the services provided for their treatment during their stay in the

homes. The children were asked to describe their view about the treatment by the

homes because the juveniles of correctional institutions are prepared to be the good

citizens and expect from them share, collaborate and complete in all field of human

endeavor. In the present chapter an effort here has been made to know about their
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life experience in the home and perception towards the services provided for their

treatment and rehabilitation.

In the institutional care the main needs of the children relate to their physical,

mental and emotional development. Juvenile Justice (Care & Protection of Children

Act) 2000, special provisions has been made for the basic services to be rendered to

the children who have admitted in the institutional care for those who involved the

anti-social activities. The basic services have direct bearing on their total well-

being. So here in this study, an effort has been made to know their responses

towards the food and basic services. The analysis of the data reveals that over

whelming majority (93.2 percent) of the respondents expressed favorable opinion

about the food and basic amenities provided by the home.

Table - 7.1

Distribution of respondents according to their friendship in the home

Friendship in the homes No. of respondents Percent

Same age group 112 75.7

Senior 18 12.2

Junior 12 8.1

No friends 6 4.1

Total 148 100.0

The above table reveals that distribution of respondents based on their

friendship during their stay at the home. Children’s association with the peer group

is also one of the problems for developing the anti-social behaviour among them.
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The study also indicates that a vast majority (75.7 percent) of the children mostly

had companions with the peer group of same age group. Nearly 13 percent have

friendship with senior age groups. Another 8.1 percent have relationship with junior

age groups inside the home.

It is concluded from the above table that majority of the respondents have

companions with same age category of peer groups inside the correctional

institution.

Table - 7.2

Distribution of respondents according to their leisure time activities in the home

Activities No. of respondents Percent

Reading books 17 11.5

Play with inmates 66 44.6

Watched TV and Radio, etc. 56 37.8

Gardening work 2 1.4

All the above 7 4.7

Total 148 100.0

Leisure time activities reflect the adjustment of children in the institutional

atmosphere. Keeping this in view, the children were asked to describe the means of

devoting their leisure time in the institution.

The above table shows that a vast majority of (44.6 percent) respondents

pass their leisure time in playing with the fellow juveniles. Other 37.8 percent of the

children used the TV and radio during their leisure time. While 11.5 percent of the
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children read books. Another 4.7 percent of them mentioned all of the above

activities during stay in the home

So the findings clearly show that leisure time activities are mostly playing

with the fellow juveniles when they were detained in the home. It indicates that

there is a lack of maturity seen among the children both physical and mentally.

Table – 7.3

Distribution of respondents on the basis of their responses towards vocational

training in the institutional care

Vocational training is an important component of correctional treatment. The

ultimate aim of all the treatment process is the rehabilitation of the children in the

society. Therefore, vocational training help the children to acquire sufficient

knowledge of systemized trade so that he may became self sufficient after the

release. So to know the view of the children towards the vocational training this part

of the study was included.

We find from the above table that nearly 78 percent of the respondents are

satisfied with the vocational training given by the trained staff in the institution and

also collaborated to work with Non-Governmental Organizations.

Response No. of respondents Percent

Satisfaction 115 77.7

Not satisfaction 33 22.3

Total 148 100.0
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Religious services play an important role in treatment process of

development and modified their mental behaviour and attitude. It is also one of the

rehabilitation measures for deviant behaviour among the children.

The analysis reveals that 91.9 percent of the respondents reported that

religious priests visited the institution for counseling and psychological treatment to

the children for their behavioural modification and rehabilitation. It is clear from the

discussion majority of the respondents reported that religious priests also visited to

the home. It will be also very helpful to the development and modified their mental

behaviour and attitude.

Table – 7.4

Distribution of the respondents on the basis of their responses towards

religious priest’s visit to the home

Response No. of respondents Percent

Mostly like 63 42.6

Like 66 44.6

Don't like 7 4.7

NA 12 8.1

Total 148 100.0

The above table shows that the children’s responses towards psychological

counseling and treatment by the religious priests who visited the home. This table



216

indicates that 42.6 percent of the children liked counseling and psychological

treatment by the religious priests to a very great extent. Followed by children who

like their services (44.6 percent), and do not like only 4.7 percent of children.

Another 8.1 percent of children already reported that priests also do not visit to the

home. This group of children must have been kept in the institutional care for a very

short period of time.

It is clearly indicates that majority of the respondents like the psychological

counseling and also religious services by the religious priests. It is one of the

reformation and rehabilitation methods for prevention of anti-social behaviour

among the children.

Non-governmental organizations play an important role in treatment process

for children i.e. psychological counselling by the counselors for their rehabilitation

and re-integration to the society. Out of the total eight observation homes and one

special home selected for this present study, two observation homes were run by

NGOs’ in collaboration with government.

The analysis reveals that over whelming majority (92.6 percent) of the

respondents reported that NGOs’ visited the home.
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Table – 7.5

Distribution of the respondents on the basis of their response toward

NGOs’ visit to the home

Response No. of respondents Percent

Very happy 51 34.5

Happy 78 52.7

Miserable 8 5.4

NA 11 7.4

Total 148 100.0

NGOs’ services for children detained in home for charges the offences

against them are also one of the important components of correctional treatment.

The ultimate aim of all the treatment processes of rehabilitation is for the children’s

re-integration in to the society. NGOs provide psychological treatment, educational

services, vocational training and also various services provided for modification of

deviant behaviour and attitude for their rehabilitation and re-integration into the

society.

We find from the above table that vast majority (52.7 percent) of the

respondents are happy towards all the treatments and services provided by the

NGOs’ visit to the home. While 34.5 percent of the respondents responses are very

happy towards services provided by them. Only 5.4 percent had a miserable attitude

towards NGOs’ services.
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Family relationship plays an important role in treatment process hence the

family needs to understand the behaviour for which a child is admitted to the

institution, parents also play an important role in the treatment process of the

children through helping the institutional accessories. They are also encouraged to

visit the institutions to see their children and help them to maintain life in the

homes.

The analysis reveals that majority (66.2 percent) of children’s parents/

guardian paid visit to the home. In other cases slightly over than one third (33.8

percent) of the children’s parents/ guardian never paid visit to the home. It is clear

from the discussion that parent/ guardians having an apathetic attitude towards

children are detrimental in the treatment, hence, parents/ guardian should be

informed by the home to interact freely/ regularly with their children and staff

members for the effective treatment.
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Table – 7.6

Distribution of the respondents according to their age group and period of stay at the home

Sl.
No

Age group

Period of stay in home
Total

Below 1 Week Below 1
Month

1 Month to 2
Months

2 Months to
3 Months

Above 3
Months

No % No % No % No % No % No %
1 6-10

% within Age
group

0
0.0%

0.0
0

0.0%
0.0

0
0.0%

0.0
0

0.0%
0.0

1
100.0

%
1.9

1
100.0

%
0.7

2 11-15
% within Age
group

4
13.3%

23.5
8

26.7%
15.7

3
10.0%

20.0
2

6.7%
16.7

13
43.3%

24.5
30

100.0
%

20.3

3 16-18
% within Age
group

13
11.1%

76.5
43

36.8%
84.3

12
10.3%

80.0
10

8.5%
83.3

39
33.3%

73.6
117

100.0
%

79.1

Total
% within
period of stay
in home

17
11.5%

100.0
51

34.5%
100.0

15
10.1%

100.0
12

8.1%
100.0

53
35.8%

100.0
148

100.0
%

100.0
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The length of stay in the institutional care plays an important role in the

experiences gained by the children. It also develops clear cut understanding to

provide a clear picture of their attitude and reaction on the services, treatment and

other aspects of the institutional life. Keeping in view the above facts, the

respondents have been classified in to five categories on the basis of period of their

stay in the institutions according to their age group. The above table shows

relationship between age group and length of stay in the institutional care. Of the

total 20.3 percent of the respondents belong to age group of 11-15, among them

26.7 percent of the respondents have less than 1 month of stay in the institutional

care, while 43.3 percent have more than six month of exposure in the institution. A

vast majority (79.1 percent) of the respondents belong to age group of 16-18 among

them 36.8 percent have below one month of stay in the home, while 33.3 percent

have more than 3 months stay in the institutional care for committing the offence.

So it is clear from the discussion that majority of the respondents are below 1

month of stay in the institutional care who belonged to the age group of 16-18,

while most of the respondents have above 3 months of stay in the home who

belonged to age group of 11-15.
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Table – 7.7
Distribution of the respondents according to their educational status and period of stay at the home

Sl.
No

Educational Status

Period of stay in the home
TotalBelow 1

Week
1 week to 1

Month
1 Month to 2

Months
2 Months to 3

Months
Above 3
Months

No % No % No % No % No % No %
1 Illiterate

% within
Educational Status

0
0.0%

0.0
2

22.2%
3.9

1
11.1%

6.7
0

0.0%
0.0

6
66.7%

11.3
9

100.0%
6.1

2 Primary Level
% within Educational
Status

2
4.3%

11.8
11

23.9%
21.6

4
8.7%

26.7
6

13.0%
50.0

23
50.0%

43.4
46

100.0%
31.1

3 Secondary level
% within Educational
Status

9
12.9%

52.9
29

41.4%
56.9

7
10.0%

46.7
6

8.6%
50.0

19
27.1%

35.8
70

100.0%
47.3

4 Matriculation level
% within
Educational Status

6
28.6%

35.3
7

33.3%
13.7

3
14.3%

20.0
0

0.0%
0.0

5
23.8%

9.4
21

100.0%
14.2

5 Diplomo/Degeree
% within Educational
Status

0
0.0%

0.0
2

100.0%
3.9

0
0.0%

0.0
0

0.0%
0.0

0
0.0%

0.0
2

100.0%
1.4

Total
% within period of
stay in the home

17
11.5%

100.0
51

34.5%
100.0

15
10.1%

100.0
12

8.1%
100.0

53
35.8%

100.0
148

100.0%
100.0
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From the above table one could understand the educational status of the

respondents and length of stay in the institutional care for charges with committed

offence. In the above table 31.1 percent of the respondents had completed primary

level of education among them 23.9 percent of the respondents have below 1 month

of stay in the institutional care, while around 50 percent have more than 3 months.

Another 47.3 percent of the respondents had completed secondary level education

and among them 41.4 percent have only below 1 month detained in the correctional

institution. More than 27 percent of them have more than 3 months. Yet another

14.2 percent of the respondents had completed matriculation level, among them one

third (33.3percent) of the respondents have only below 1 month apprehension in the

institution.

It was concluded from the above table that as far as educational status was

concerned majority of the respondents who had completed secondary level of

education have less than 1 month of detainment in the institutional care.
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Table – 7.8

Distribution of the respondents according to their place of residence and period of stay at the home

Sl.

No
Place of

residence

Period of stay in the home

Total
Below 1 Week 1 Week to 1

Month
1 Month to 2

Months
2 Months to

3 Months
Above 3
Months

No % No % No % No % No % No %

1 Rural

% within
Place of
residence

10

15.6%
58.8

24

37.5%
47.1

5

7.8%
33.3

4

6.3%
33.3

21

32.8%
39.6

64

100.0%
43.2

2 Urban

% within
Place of
residence

7

8.3%
41.2

27

32.1%
52.9

10

11.9%
66.7

8

9.5%
66.7

32

38.1%
60.4

84

100.0%
56.8

Total

% within
period of stay
in the home

17

11.5%
100.0

51

34.5%
100.0

15

10.1%
100.0

12

8.1%
100.0

53

35.8%
100.0

148

100.0%
100.0
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The above table infers the relationship between respondent’s native place of

residence and period of apprehension in the institutional care on the charges, with

offence committed by them. Out of the 43.2 percent of the respondents belongs to

rural areas, among them 37.5 percent of the respondents have below 1 month of

detainment in the institutional care, while 32.8 percent of the respondents have

more than 3 months. Only 6.3 percent of them were detained for 2-3 months in the

home. Another 56.8 percent of the respondents belong to urban areas, among them

32.1 percent have also below 1 month, and on the other hand 38.1 percent of the

respondents have more than 3 months. The above table pointed out that majority of

the rural children has below 1 month of detainment in the correctional institution,

while most of them who have more than 3 months of apprehension belong to urban

areas in the institutional care.

We may say from above analysis that majority of the rural children are

charged with involved in less serious offence like theft, while urban children also

charges for serious offences like murder and rape etc.
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Table – 7.9

Distribution of the respondents according to their age group and perception

about life experience during stay at the home

Sl.
No

Age group

Life experience in home
Total

Very happy Happy Miserable

No % No % No % No %

1 6-10
% within Age
group

0
0.0%

0.0
1

100.0%
2.3

0
0.0%

0.0
1

100.0%
0.7

2 11-15
% within Age
group

4
13.3%

40.0
7

23.3%
15.9

19
63.3%

20.2
30

100.0%
20.3

3 16-18
% within Age
group

6
5.1%

60.0
36

30.8%
81.8

75
64.1%

79.8
117

100.0%
79.1

Total
% within life
experience
during stay in
the home

10
6.8%

100.0
44

29.7%
100.0

94
63.5%

100.0
148

100.0%
100.0

The above table shows the relationship between respondent’s age group and

perception about life experience in the home. The children’s perceptions about life

in the homes have been elicited. Of the total 20.3 percent of the respondents belongs

to the age group of 11-15, among them only 13.3 percent of the respondents

admitted that life as mostly happy in the institutional care, while a vast majority

(63.3 percent) of them are felt that life experience as miserable in the home.

Another 79.1 percent of the children belong to the age group of 16-18 and among
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them 30.8 percent of  the children said that institutional life as happy, while most

(64.1 percent) of them are admitted that life as miserable in the home.

From the above table the researcher could conclude that majority of the

respondents said that life experience in the institutional treatment was miserable.

We may say that they have also had realization for their deviant activities.
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Table – 7.10

Distribution of the respondents according to their community and perception

about life experience during stay at the home

Sl.
No

Community

Life experience in the home
Total

Very Happy Happy Miserable

No % No % No % No %

1 SC/ST
% within community

3
8.3%

30.0
13

36.1%
29.5

20
55.6%

21.3
36

100.0%
24.3

2 BC
% within community

4
10.0%

40.0
12

30.0%
27.3

24
60.0%

25.5
40

100.0%
27.0

3 MBC
% within community

1
2.2%

10.0
15

33.3%
34.1

29
64.4%

30.9
45

100.0%
30.4

4 Others
% within community

2
7.4%

20.0
4

14.8%
9.1

21
77.8%

22.3
27

100.0%
18.2

Total
% within life
experience during stay
in the home

10
6.8%

100.
0

44
29.7%

100.
0

94
63.5%

100.
0

148
100.0%

100.
0

The above table explains the relationship between community background of

the respondents and their perception about life experience in the institutional

treatment. Majority (30.4 percent) of the respondents belong to most backward

class. Among them most of the respondents accounting for 64.4 percent of the

respondents admitted life as miserable in the institutional treatment. Another 27

percent of the respondents belong to backward class; among them around 60

percent of the respondents felt that their experience of home life as miserable, while

30 percent of them felt that they only liked the home experience. According to 24.3

percent of the respondents belong to scheduled caste. Among them nearly 56
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percent of the respondents felt miserable about the life experience in the

correctional institution.

From the above table the researcher could conclude that majority of the

respondents belongs to all the community categories said that life experience was

miserable in the institutional care.

Table – 7.11

Distribution of the respondents according to their educational status and

perception about life experience stay at the home

Sl.
No

Educational
Status

Life experience in the home
Total

Very Happy Happy Miserable
No % No % No % No %

1 Illiterate
% within
Educational
Status

1
11.1%

10.0
3

33.3%
6.8

5
55.6%

5.3
9

100.0%
6.1

2 Primary Level
% within
Educational
Status

3
6.5%

30.0
17

37.0%
38.6

26
56.5%

27.7
46

100.0%
31.1

3 Secondary level
% within
Educational
Status

5
7.1%

50.0
20

28.6%
45.5

45
64.3%

47.9
70

100.0%
47.3

4 Matriculation
level
% within
Educational
Status

1
4.8%

10.0
3

14.3%
6.8

17
81.0%

18.1
21

100.0%
14.2

5 Diplomo/Degeree
% within
Educational
Status

0
0.0%

0.0
1

50.0%
2.3

1
50.0%

1.1
2

100.0%
1.4

Total
% within Life
experience during
stay in the home

10
6.8%

100.0
44

29.7%
100.0

94
63.5%

100.0
148

100.0%
100.0
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The above table presents the educational status of the respondents and

their perception about life experience during the period of being apprehended in the

institutional care. Out of the total, 31.1 percent of the respondents had completed

primary level of education, among them 37 percent of the respondents felt

happiness in their experience in the home with other children, during the time they

were detained for charges with involved the offence. While most (56.5 percent) of

the respondents said that life was miserable in the home. Nearly half (47.3 percent)

of the children had completed the secondary level of education and among them

only 28.6 percent of the respondents felt happiness concerning their stay in the

home. While a majority (64.3 percent) of the respondents said that their perception

about their life experience in the home as miserable. Only 14.2 percent of them

have attained matriculation level and among them nearly 81percent of the children

expressed that home life experience as miserable.

The above table indicates majority of the respondents who attained

secondary level of education expressed that their life experience in the home as

miserable. This table clearly indicates that there was no significant relationship

between children’s educational background and home experience, because most of

the children felt that life was miserable in the home.



231

Table – 7.12

Distribution of the respondents according to their native place and perception

about life experience stay at the home

Sl.
No

Place of
Residence

Life experience during stay in the home
Total

Very Happy Happy Miserable

No % No % No % No %

1 Rural
% within
Place of
residence

8
12.5%

80.0
14

21.9%
31.8

42
65.6%

44.7
64

100.0%
43.2

2 Urban
% within
Place of
residence

2
2.4%

20.0
30

35.7%
68.2

52
61.9%

55.3
84

100.0%
56.8

Total
% within
life
experience
during stay
in the
home

10
6.8%

100.0
44

29.7%
100.0

94
63.5%

100.0
148

100.0%
100.0

The above table depicts the relationship between native place of the

respondents and their perception about life experience in the correctional institution.

It reveals an idea about how the children’s attitude is related towards their

experience in the home with respect to their background or native place. Majority of

the respondents accounting for 56.8 percent of the respondents belong to urban

areas and among them 35.7 percent of the respondents felt happy about their

experience in the home and 61.9 percent of the respondents said their life

experience in the institutional care as miserable. Another 43.2 percent of the
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respondents come from rural background, among them only 21.9 percent of the

respondents were happy about the experience in the correctional institution and also

majority (65.6 percent) of the respondents felt miserable about their experience in

the institutional care.

From the above table the researcher concludes that majority of the respondents

who belong to both backgrounds i.e. rural and urban areas said that life experience

in the home life was miserable. It is also may be undoubtedly described as the

children had realized their stay in the home was for the charges with in offence they

must have committed.
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Table – 7.13

Distribution of the respondents according to their age group and future planning after their release from the home

Sl.
No

Age Group

Future planning

TotalContinue
Schooling

Support to
Parents/Guardian in

Household Work

Continue
Employment

Vocational
Work

No % No % No % No % No %
1 6-10

% within
Age group

1
100.0%

1.8
0

0.0%
0.0

0
0.0%

0.0
0

0.0%
0.0

1
100.0%

0.7

2 11-15
% within
Age group

13
43.3%

22.8
6

20.0%
23.1

9
30.0%

15.0
2

6.7%
40.0

30
100.0%

20.3

3 16-18
% within

Age group

43
36.8%

75.4
20

17.1%
76.9

51
43.6%

85.0
3

2.6%
60.0

117
100.0%

79.1

Total
% within
future
planning
after release
from the
home

57
38.5%

100.0
26

17.6%
100.0

60
40.5%

100.0
5

3.4%
100.0

148
100.0%

100.0



234

The above table highlights the relationship between respondent’s age group

and their future planning after being released from the home. The impact of the

institutional care reflects in the future planning of the respondents. On the basis of

responses of the children, we have classified the future planning of the children in

to four categories i.e. continue schooling,  support to parents in house hold work,

continue employment and continue vocational work. These variables were

according to their age groups also and were classified as three categories i.e. 6-10,

11-15 and 16-18. It reveals that 20.3 percent of the respondents belong to the age

group of 11-15 years. Among them 43.3 percent of the respondents said that they

would continue schooling after being released from the home. Around 30 percent of

the respondents expressed that they will continue being employed at construction,

household work and also child labor work. Another 79.1 percent belong to the age

group of 16-18 years, among them 36.8 percent of children proposed to continue

schooling and also majority (43.6 percent) of the respondents expressed they would

continue as child laborers at various fields.

It was observed that majority of the respondents who came from the age

group of 11-15, expressed their interest in continuing their schooling. While another

majority of the respondents belong to age group of 16-18 said that to continue labor

work at various fields. So we may conclude from the above analysis that majority of

the children coming from the age group of 11-15, have regretted for their anti social

activities. While there were changes from the children of the 16-18 age group.
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Table – 7.14

Distribution of the respondents according to their community and future planning after their release from the home

Sl.
No

Community

Future Planning

TotalContinue
Schooling

Support to
Parents/Guardian in

Household Work

Continue
Employment

Vocational
Work

No % No % No % No % No %
1 SC/ST

% within community
15

41.7%
26.3

3
8.3%

11.5
17

47.2%
28.3

1
2.8%

20.0
36

100.0%
24.3

2 BC
% within community

19
47.5%

33.3
4

10.0%
15.4

15
37.5%

25.0
2

5.0%
40.0

40
100.0%

27.0

3 MBC
% within community

15
33.3%

26.3
11

24.4%
42.3

18
40.0%

30.0
1

2.2%
20.0

45
100.0%

30.4

4 Others
% within community

8
29.6%

14.0
8

29.6%
30.8

10
37.0%

16.7
1

3.7%
20.0

27
100.0%

18.2

Total
% within future
planning

57
38.5%

100.0
26

17.6%
100.0

60
40.5%

100.0
5

3.4%
100.0

148
100.0%

100.0
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The analysis of the table presents the relationship between the community

background of the respondents and their future planning after being released from

the institutional care. Of the total 24.3 percent of the children belongs to scheduled

caste, among them 47.2 percent of the respondents expressed to be continuing with

the child labor work at various sectors after released from the home. Another 27

percent of the respondents belongs to backward class and among them majority

(47.5 percent) of the respondents said that they will continue schooling. Of the total

30.4 percent of the respondents belong to most backward class. Among them, 40

percent of the respondents proposed to continue with labour work. Only 18.2

percent of children belong to other caste category and among them majority (37

percent) of the respondents said they would like to get back to labour work.

From the above table the researcher could conclude that majority of the

respondents who came from the backward class were willing to continue schooling

after released from the home, while another majority of the respondents who

belonged to all the community categories except backward class would like to

continue laborer’s work. From this analysis we can easily understand the children’s

attitude after their experience in the home.
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Table – 7.15

Distribution of the respondents according to their educational status and future planning after their release from the home

Sl.
No

Educational Status

Future Planning

TotalContinue
Schooling

Support to
Parents/Guardian

in Household
Work

Continue
Employment

Vocational
Work

No % No % No % No % No %
1 Illiterate

% within Educational Status
1

11.1%
1.8

2
22.2%

7.7
6

66.7%
10.0

0
0.0%

0.0
9

100.0%
6.1

2 Primary Level
% within Educational Status

5
10.9%

8.8
8

17.4%
30.8

30
65.2%

50.0
3

6.5%
60.0

46
100.0%

31.1

3 Secondary level
% within Educational Status

33
47.1%

57.9
15

21.4%
57.7

21
30.0%

35.0
1

1.4%
20.0

70
100.0%

47.3

4 Matriculation level
% within Educational Status

16
76.2%

28.1
1

4.8%
3.8

3
14.3%

5.0
1

4.8%
20.0

21
100.0%

14.2

5 Diplomo/Degeree
% within Educational Status

2
100.0%

3.5
0

0.0%
0.0

0
0.0%

0.0
0

0.0%
0.0

2
100.0%

1.4

Total
% within future planning
after released from the home

57
38.5%

100.
0

26
17.6%

100.0
60

40.5%
100.0

5
3.4%

100.0
148

100.0%
100.0
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The analysis of the table presents the relationship between the respondent’s

educational status and their future planning after being released from the

institutional care. Of the total, 31.1 percent of the respondents had completed

primary level of education, among them only 10.9 percent of the respondents have

decided to continue their education and majority (65.2 percent) of them have

decided to continue at construction fields and as child laborers. Another 47.3

percent of the respondents had completed secondary level education and among

them most (47.1 percent) of the respondents have decided to continue their

education.

It is concluded from the above table that respondent’s educational status has

also determined their future planning. Majority of them who have completed only

primary level of education have decided to continue their child labor work at

construction and household sectors. Another majority of the respondents who have

attained secondary, matriculation or degree level, decided to be continuing with

their schooling.
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Table – 7.16

Distribution of the respondents according to their place of residence and future planning after their release from the home

Sl.
No

Place of
Residence

Future Planning

TotalContinue
Schooling Support to

Parents/Guardian
Continue

Employment
Vocational

Work

No % No % No % No % No %

1 Rural
% within Place
of residence

31
48.4%

54.4
10

15.6%
38.5

23
35.9%

38.3
0

0.0%
0.0

64
100.0%

43.2

2 Urban
% within Place
of residence

26
31.0%

45.6
16

19.0%
61.5

37
44.0%

61.7
5

6.0%
100.0

84
100.0%

56.8

Total
% within future
planning

57
38.5%

100.0
26

17.6%
100.0

60
40.5%

100.0
5

3.4%
100.0

148
100.0%

100.0
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From the above table one could understand the relationship between place of

residence of the respondents and their future planning after being released from the

correctional institution. In the above table 43.2 percent of the respondents belong to

rural background. Among them, 48.4 percent of the respondents have decided to

continue their education. Nearly 36 percent of them have decided to continue in

labour work at house hold and various sectors. Another majority (56.8 percent) of

the children belong to urban background and among them only 31 percent of the

respondents have decided to continue their education, while majority (44 percent) of

them have decided to continue work at construction and household etc, only 6

percent of them have decided to start the vocational work, so we may say vocational

training provided by the home are also helpful to their future. Only a little number

of children decided to support their their parents/guardian in the household work.

It is concluded from the above table that majority of the rural children like to

be continuing their education at the same time most of the urban children expressed

desire to continue as labourers.
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Table – 7.17

Distribution of the respondents according to their size of family and future planning after

their release from the home

Sl.
No

Size of the Family

Future Planning

TotalContinue
Schooling

Support to
Parents/Guardi
an in Household

Work

Continue
Employed

Vocational
Work

No % No % No % No % No %

1 Below and 4 members
% within size of family

40
46.0%

70.2
12

13.8%
46.2

32
36.8%

53.3
3

3.4%
60.0

87
100.0%

58.8

2 5-7 members
% within size of family

13
24.1%

22.8
14

25.9%
53.8

25
46.3%

41.7
2

3.7%
40.0

54
100.0%

36.5

3 Above 8 members
% within size of family

1
50.0%

1.8
0

0.0%
0.0

1
50.0%

1.7
0

0.0%
0.0

2
100.0%

1.4

4 NA
Grown up in children
home

3
60.0%

5.3
0

0.0%
0.0

2
40.0%

3.3
0

0.0%
0.0

5
100.0%

3.4

Total
% within future planning

57
38.5%

100.0
26

17.6%
100.0

60
40.5%

100.0
5

3.4%
100.0

148
100.0%

100.0
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The above table explains relationship between the size of family of the

respondents and their future planning after being released from the home. Of the

total strength 58 .8 percent of the respondents belong to the families of small size

i.e. only below 4 members. Among them majority of the respondents have decided

to continue their education. On the other hand 36.8 percent of them have decided to

continue labour work like construction, work at small stalls and do household work

etc. Another 36.5 percent of the respondents belonged to medium sized families i.e.

5-7 members available in their house and among them only 24.1 percent have

decided to continue their labour work. This table pointed out the only 2 children

belonged to large sized families i.e. more than 8 members available in their house

and they have decided to continue schooling. Another 5 respondents are grown up

at children homes, because they had lost both parents.

It was clear from the above table that majority of the respondents who

belonged to small sized families expressed desire to continue schooling, while

majority of the respondents who belonged to the medium and large sized families,

decided to continue as child labourers. So the findings clearly show the positive

attitude among children belonging to small families, we therefore could easily

understand that the respondents were nurtured by their parents in small sized

families.

So on the basis of above discussion we can say that the respondents are

satisfied with the vocational training given by the trained staff in the institution and
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also collaborated to work with Non-Governmental Organizations. Most of the

children are happy towards all the treatments and services provided by the NGOs’

visit to the home. Most of the children who came from the backward class were

willing to continue schooling after released from the home, while another majority

of the respondents who belonged to all the community categories except backward

class would like to continue work as labourers. Thus the experience of the children

in these institutions seems to be satisfactory. Despite, there is urgent need to

provide well trained staff with clear vision and advanced infrastructure facilities in

these institutions to make these institutions as reformatories in real sense.
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Chapter-VIII

Major Findings, Conclusion and Suggestions

The identification and analysis of the variables relevant to the Causal factors

leading Juveniles to be in conflict with the Law in Tamil Nadu had brought out

several realities prevailing in the Homes. The result of the analysis is presented in

four chapters as socio-economic background of the Juveniles, Nature of offences

and charges, with committed by the Juveniles, The role of families and other

agencies for cause of Juveniles charged to have involved the offence and, Life

experience in Institutional care and rehabilitation for Juveniles. In this chapter the

various findings derived from the analysis have been presented.

Socio-economic lives of the Juveniles have a great impact on their life. The

age group starts from 6 years and ends up to 18 years. These age limitation also

amended by Juvenile Justice (Care & Protection of Children) Act.2000. It is found

out from the analysis a vast majority (97.4 percent) of the respondents belongs to

16-18 years are male children. While female children is very low (2.7 percent)

among them, only one girl child belong to 11-15 age group and 3 belong to 16-18

age group.

When compare to educational status with place of residence of the

respondents was analyzed, it was found that there were out of the total 6.1 percent

of the respondents are illiterates, among them 55.6 percent of the respondents
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belongs to rural areas as their areas of residence and  44.4 percent of the illiterates

are from urban areas. Among the children who have attained education level up to

primary schooling, mostly 71.1 percent of them belong to urban areas followed by

28.3 percent in the rural areas.

Family structure plays a vital role in the behavior formation of the child. The

data reveals that the majority of the respondents (61.9 percent) hailed from nuclear

who have families, are below 4 members and 37.4 percent of the children’s families

have 5-7 members, in their family. On the other hand, 50 percent of the respondents

hailed from families of 5-7 members or above 8 members. So it may be concluded

that majority of the respondents belong to nuclear families who have below 4

members available in their family. It is clear from the study that nuclear families are

more conducive to deviant behaviour formation among the children.

Religion also plays important role in shaping the behaviour of the individual.

A majority of the respondents (79.7 percent) belong to Hindu religion, 10.8 percent

of them came from Christian religion and a little number of children (only 9.5

percent) belongs to Muslims.

Caste-wise analysis of the respondents shows that majority of them belong to

most backward class (30.4 percent) followed by backward class (27 percent) and

remaining 24.3 belong to scheduled caste and 18.2 percent of respondents belong to

other caste category. The study clearly illustrate that the respondents belonging to
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Backward Class and Most Backward Class categories constitute a significant part of

the sample.

Regarding the nature of activities undertaken by the respondents before came

to the home, it is surprising to note that 27 percent of the respondents are studying

they were kept at the home. The others include child labourers employed in

business establishments and construction work (63.5%), house hold work (4.1).

Only 5.4 percent of the respondents are truant activities by themselves away from

school and work.

A vast majority (64.2 percent) of the respondents who have been charges

with committed the offences came from families having of both parents (Father and

Mother). 17.6 percent of them were brought up by their mother, while 10.8 percent

of the respondents were brought up by their fathers. Only 11 among the 148

children are reported to have lost of both parents. It is found out from the study that

most of the respondents hail from the normal family and nurtured by both the

parents.

When analyzing the separation of respondents’ parents, a vast majority (56.1

percent) of the children are living with their both parents (Father and Mother), who

shared a cordial relationship between them before the respondents were brought to

the homes, only 8.1 percent of the children’s parents were separated. Remaining
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35.8 percent of the respondents are not applicable to above data, because they had

either lost one or both of their parents.

The occupational details of parents of Juvenile in conflict with the law shows

that nearly 70 percent of the children are the wards of wage earners. 11 children’s

have lost their parents and these children are grown up in children homes and do

house hold work at the homes of wealthy people. Only 5 children reported that their

parents are unemployed.

The educational status of the respondents’ parents portrays that 30 percent of

the parents of the respondents are illiterates. 41.9 percent of the respondents’

parents studied up to primary education. Only 10 (6.8 percent) respondents are

grown up by guardian since their birth i.e., children’s home, relatives family and

doers of house hold work

As far as economic condition of parents of the respondents is concerned 42

percent of the children came from poor economic condition of their parents (or)

family. Around 47 percent of the children belong to normal economic condition of

their parents (or) family and also only 5.4 percent of the respondents came from

rich back ground. Nearly 7 percent of them are not applicable to above the data,

because those children are brought up by children homes, relative’s family and

doers of house hold work at home of wealthy people.
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When analyzing the relationship between age group and the nature of

offences and charged with, committed by the respondent shows that a vast majority

(86.7 percent) of the respondents is among the age group of 11-15 years and have

been booked under the case of theft. Nearly 60 percent of the respondents were

belonging to 16-18 years have been indulged in theft. All the (15 numbers) male

children belonging to 16-18 years have been booked under the case of murder (or)

attempt to murder and also all the children of age between 16-18 years has been

indulged in rape (or) attempt to rape cases. Nearly 19 percent of the children belong

to 16-18 years have been booked under the assault cases.

The relationship between caste and nature of offences and charges

committed by the children shows that among the children of scheduled castes, 63.9

percent are charges under the offences like theft, assault cases (19.4 percent),

murder/ attempt to murder (8.3 percent), rape/attempt to rape cases (5.6 percent)

and dacoity (2.8 percent). The children from backward castes are expressed that

involved in the theft cases (50 percent), murder/ attempt to murder (20 percent),

assault cases (12.5 percent), rape/ attempt to rape (10 percent) and dacoit (5

percent).

The relationship of education with nature of offences and charged with,

committed by respondents reveals that  among the illiterates children who are

charges for involved in murder are 11.1 percent, charges under theft cases are more

common (77.8 percent), followed by sex offences like rape and attempt to rape
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(11.1 percent), among the children who have attained education level up to primary

schooling, normally (6.5 percent) they have charges for involved in murder (or)

attempt to murder, mostly 71.7 percent are registered under the theft cases, followed

by sex offences like rape or attempt or attempt to rape (4.3 percent) and 15.2

percent have alleged to committed the offences under the dacoity.

The relationship between the place of residence and nature of offences and

charges with committed by the respondents clearly portrays that the children from

rural areas are charged for involving in offences like murder (10.9 percent), most

(64.1 percent) of the children have been charged with for the offence of stealing,

sex offences like rape (7.8 percent), assault (12.5 percent) and 2 children charged

with the for offences of dacoity and only 1 for eve-teasing. On the other hand,

children from urban areas are booked under the offences like murder (9.5 percent),

though children are charges in other cases like rape, dacoity and eve-teasing.

The income of the respondent’s parents and nature of offences and charged

with, committed by the juveniles’ shows that a vast majority 83.3 percent of the

children who have family income ranges from Rs 1000 to 2000 are charged with in

stealing activities followed by sex offences like rape (16.7 percent). Similarly,

children whose family income of Rs 2001-3000 have booked under the offences

like theft (84.6 percent), murder or attempt to murder (7.7 percent) and only 7.7

percent are charges with offence of assault. Nearly 54 percent of the respondents
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with family income of Rs, 3001-4000 are booked under theft followed by 27.9

percent of the children have been charged with offence like murder.

The data reveals that all the caste categories of the respondents said that

almost committed the offence as a support of their gangs, while slightly over than

majority of the children are involved the offence committed with their respective

peer groups who are also belong to most backward caste.

As far as educational status of the respondents are concerned majority of

them either belonged to primary level and secondary level and also who said that

their involved in the offence which was committed with their respective peer

groups. It was found that majority of the respondents commit the offence and

charged with their peer groups, are mostly from families well off.

The study clearly indicates that majority of the respondents have been

booked under the theft and all the male children that belong to 16-18 years have

been charged under murder and rape cases.

The basic reason for charges with in committing the offence by the

respondents indicates that 30.4 percent of them committed the offense due to self-

interest. Nearly 18 percent of them are said that caused by instigation of other

people. 31.1 percent of the children are expressed that they have involved in anti-

social activities for economic benefits and only 12.8 percent of the children did not

have an explanation for their anti-social activities.
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The data reveals that half of the respondents accept that the illegal activities

were occurred nearest from their residential areas. Out of the total 54(36.5 percent)

respondents mostly had relationship with their senior peer group category, nearly

half of the (48 percent) respondents were in relationships with same age group

category and only little number of respondents (4.1 percent) were in relationships

with their juniors. Seventeen (11.5 percent) respondents were belonged to not

applicable category, because these children mostly did not have any relationship

with peer groups.

When analyzing the use of drugs and Alcohol nearly one third (32.4 percent)

of the respondents are subjected to the use of drugs and alcohol. Another 18.2

percent of the respondents involved in theft i.e. stealing of small things from stalls,

neighbour houses, work place and public places before came to the home. 6.8

percent of respondents have mostly watch film and pornographic literature. While a

majority (38.5 percent) of the respondents did not have any anti-social activities

before came to the home. Therefore it is evidence from the study is that deviancy

rate is high among the respondents who use of drugs and alcohol.

The analysis reveals that majority of the respondents have seen anti-social

activities committed by the adult and children when they were playing with peer

groups. These groups of children are without proper play ground facilities in their

residential surroundings.
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It is found from the study that a vast majority (47.3 percent) of the children

mostly watched violent movies followed by 37.2 percent of them watching normal

programmes i.e. love and affection movies and only 6.1 percent have mostly seen

blue films and read pornographic literature, this group of respondents who were be

charged with for involving in sex offences i.e. rape, attempt to rape and molestation.

Another 12 (8.1 percent) respondents mostly do not like to watch any programmes

by media.

The inference drawn from the analysis is that a vast majority 76 percent of

the respondent’s opine that their parent’s/guardian’s attitude towards the

respondents and their siblings are equal. 11.5 percent of the respondents reported

that their parents/ guardian attitude towards their siblings are better than the

respondents. Only 8.1 percent of them had no siblings and also were brought up by

children home.

Analyzing the respondent’s opinion about whether regular food and basic

amenities were provided by their parents/ guardian, it is found that most of the

children, who were charged under the cases of theft, were driven by poverty and

lack of basic amenities. So the children were may be involved in small offences like

theft for fulfillment of their food and basic amenities.

When assessing the academic performance of the respondents those who are

school going children before came to the home, Out of the total 40 (27 percent)
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respondents are school goers before came to the home, among them 17 (11.5

percent) respondents’ academic performance was good, while 19 (12.8 percent)

children were normal performers and only 4 (2.7 percent) respondents had poor

performance in their education when schooling.

The relationship between educational status and whom induced them to

involve with the offence and reveals that majority of the respondents said that they

have involved in anti-social activities induced by their peer groups had completed

primary and secondary education and nearly 50 percent of the respondents were

reported that they have involved in deviant activities by self motivation.

The age group and relationship with neighbourhood shows that 20.3 percent

of the respondents came from the age group of 11-15 years, among them 30 percent

of children have good relationship with their neighbours and most (60.1 percent) of

them had bad relationship with their neighbours. A vast majority (79.1 percent) of

the respondents belongs to age group of 16-18 years, among them 43.6 percent have

cordial relationship with their neighbours and also 42.7 percent of them had bad

contact with their neighbours. This analysis reveals that significance of relationship

between the neighbours is bad which develops the deviant behaviour among the

children from all the age categories.

When analyzing the respondents’ community and relationship with their

neighbours, it was found that 24.3 percent of the children belong to scheduled caste
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category; among them 38.9 percent of children who have good relationship with

their neighbours and 52.8 percent of them are bad relationships. Another 27 percent

of the children belong to backward class, among them majority of the respondents

45 percent of the children do not have good relationship with their neighbours. Yet

another 30.4 percent of the children belong to most backward class, among them

53.3 percent of the respondents had a good relationship with their neighbours and

40 percent of them had bad relationship with their neighbours.

The native place of residence and relationship with neighbours reveal that

majority of the children belonged to urban areas had bad (or) negative relationship.

Comparing the monthly income of their parents/ guardian and nature of

relationship with their neighbours, a vast majority of the respondents have good

relationship with their neighbors belonging to low income category. Higher income

category of the respondents has mostly negative (or) bad relationship with their

neighbours.

The relationship between age group and drinking habits of the

respondents reveals that majority of the respondents who are having drinking habits

belong to the age group of 16-18.

When analyzing the community background and drinking habits of the

respondents, most of them having drinking habits were come from all the

communities except backward class.
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The relationship between educational status and having drinking habits of

the respondents reveals that majority of the respondents completed primary level

education have mostly having drinking habits. While, a majority of the respondents

not having drinking habits have also attained matriculation level and diploma/

degree level.

Analyzing the relationship between the place of residence and drinking

habits of the respondents reveals that majority of them are having drinking habits,

belong to urban areas.

The relationship of family income with the drinking habits among the

respondents reveals that majority of them having drinking habits belong to the high

level income category.

The age group and smoking habits of the respondents reveal that majority of

them having smoking habits are belonging to the age group of 16-18.

The relationship between the respondent’s educational status and smoking

habits shows that majority of the respondents who have the habit of smoking have

low levels of educational status.

The relationship between native place of residence and having the smoking

habits of the respondents reveals that majority of the respondents who are having

smoking habits belong to urban areas while, rural children rarely have the habits of



257

smoking, because, urban children mostly came from slum areas, so anti-social

behaviour and bad habits are easily learned from others.

When analyzing the relationship between age group of the respondents and

their attitude of parents approach towards them highlights that majority of the

respondents belonged to the age group of 16-18 felt that they were strictly treated

by their parents. The relationship between educational status of the respondents and

attitude towards their parents approach reveals that majority of them who were

treated strictly by their parents, came from all the educational categories.

The relationship between age group of the respondents and their attitude

towards parental supervision of their activities before coming to the home reveals

that majority of the respondents belong to the age group of 16-18, than age category

of 11-15 reported that their parents regularly supervised their every activities.

When analyzing the relationship between size of the family of respondents

and their parental supervision of their regular activities reveals that majority of them

belong to small sized family i.e. below 4 members reported that their parents

regularly supervised/watched their routine activities.

As far as the age group of the children is concerned majority of the

respondents belong to the age group of 16-18 who have cordial relationships with

their siblings. And a vast majority of the respondents who had cordial relationship

with their siblings belong to most backward class and scheduled caste.
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The relationship between educational status of the respondents and their

attitude towards siblings’ shows that 31.1 percent of the respondents had completed

primary level of education, among them 55.6 percent of the respondents had cordial

relationship with their siblings, nearly 23 percent of the respondents reported

siblings as kind full. Another majority (47.3 percent) of the respondents had

completed secondary level of education and among them nearly 75 percent of the

respondents reported to have cordial relationship with their siblings. Around 14.2

percent of the respondents who have attained matriculation level and among them

above 90 percent of the respondents attitudes towards their siblings were cordial.

The analysis of the relationship between age group and sibling’s attitude

towards respondents before came to the home reveals that majority of the

respondents who belong to age group of 11-15 and 16-18 reported that their sibling

attitude were cordial.

The respondent’s educational status and their opinion about sibling’s attitude

towards them shows that those attained matriculation and also the degree/diploma

level said that their sibling’s attitude towards respondents as cordial.

The respondent’s educational status and their opinion about sibling’s attitude

towards them shows that matriculation and those who attained the degree/diploma

level said that their sibling’s attitude towards respondents as cordial.
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The main purpose of the child care institutions is to prepare the inmates for

social, economic and emotional rehabilitation. The main services for the treatment

of juveniles are intake and reception, diagnostic study and family relationship,

educational and vocational services, basic services like food, clothing, drinking

recreation, medical checkup etc., religious services, character and behaviour

modification, social and psychological services etc. The analysis reveals that over

whelming majority (93.2 percent) of the respondents expressed favorable opinion

about the food and basic amenities provided by the home.

The friendship during their stay at the home is concerned majority of the

respondents have companions with same age category of peer groups inside the

correctional institution. And a vast majority of (44.6 percent) respondents pass their

leisure time in playing with the fellow juveniles. Other 37.8 percent of the children

used to watch the TV and listening to radio during their leisure time. While 11.5

percent of the children read books. Another 4.7 percent of them mentioned all of the

above activities during stay in the home.

Analyzing the satisfaction of respondents towards the vocational training

provided in the home reveals that 78 percent of the respondents were satisfied with

the vocational training given by the trained staff in the institution and also

collaborated to work with Non-Governmental Organizations.



260

Regarding the satisfaction of counselling given by religious priest reveals

that 91.9 percent of the respondents reported that religious priests visited the

institution for counselling and psychological treatment to the children for their

behaviour modification and rehabilitation. It is clear from the study that majority of

the respondents reported that religious priests visit to the home which are helpful to

the development and modification of mental behaviour and attitude.

NGOs’ services for children detained in home for charges with offences are

the important components of correctional treatment. It is clear from the study a vast

majority (52.7 percent) of the respondents are happy towards all the treatments and

services provided by the NGOs’ visit to the home. While 34.5 percent of the

respondents responses are very happy towards services provided by them. Only 5.4

percent had a miserable attitude towards NGOs’ services.

Analyzing the parents/guardian visit to the home reveals that majority (66.2

percent) of children’s parents/ guardian paid visit to the home. But one third (33.8

percent) of the children’s parents/ guardian never paid visit to the home. It is clear

from the discussion that parent/ guardians having an apathetic attitude towards

children are detrimental in the treatment, hence, parents/ guardian should be

informed by the home to interact freely/ regularly with their children and staff

members for the effective treatment.
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The length of stay in institutional care plays an important role in the

experiences gained by the children. It is clear from the discussion that majority of

the respondents are below 1 month of stay in the institutional care who belonged to

the age group of 16-18, while most of the respondents have above 3 months of stay

in the home who belonged to age group of 11-15. As far as educational status is

concerned majority of the respondents who had completed secondary level of

education have less than 1 month of detainment in the institutional care.

The relationship between respondent’s native place of residence and period

of apprehension in the institutional care for the offence committed by them reveals

that majority of the rural children are charged with involved in less serious offence

like theft, while urban children also have charged for  serious offences like murder

and rape etc.

The association between respondent’s age group and perception about life

experience in the home shows that majority of the respondents said that life

experience in the institutional treatment was miserable. This proves that they have

realized their deviant activities. And there was no significant relationship between

children’s educational background and home experience, because most of the

children felt that life was miserable in the home.

The age group and future planning of the Juveniles after being released from

the home reveals that majority of the respondents who came from the age group of
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11-15, expressed their interest in continuing their schooling. While another majority

of the respondents belong to age group of 16-18 said that they have to continue

labour work at various fields. So it may concluded from the above analysis that

majority of the children coming from the age group of 11-15, have regretted for

their anti social activities. While there were changes from the children of the 16-18

age group.

The association between the community background of the respondents and

their future planning after being released from the institutional care shows that

majority of the respondents who came from the backward class were willing to

continue schooling after released from the home, while another majority of the

respondents who belonged to all the community categories except backward class

would like to continue work as labourers.

The relationship between the respondents’ educational status and their future

planning after being released from the institutional care reveals that majority of

them who have completed only primary level of education have decided to continue

their child labour work at construction and household sectors. Another majority of

the respondents who have attained secondary, matriculation or degree level decided

to continue with their schooling.

The relationship between the place of residence of respondents and their

future planning when after being released from the correctional institution reveals
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that majority of the rural children like to be continuing their education at the same

time most of the urban children expressed their willingness to continue as child

labourers.

Conclusion

Juvenile in conflict with the law is one of the several forms of personal

disorganization or deviance, which is the result of extradinary complex interaction

of child and his social environment. The main factors responsible for this kind of

deviant behavior on the part of children are restrictive family type, poverty, broken

homes, peer influence, uncongenial family environment, unsupervised by their

parents, low level of education, drinking habits, smoking habits and immorality etc.

These factors also play an important role in determining the gravity of the problem

which varies from individual to individual and from one place to another. Thus the

nature and severity of the problem varies to a great extent in the different parts of

the world but has posed a serious threat for every society in recent years. Therefore,

it needs an in-depth study so as to suggest suitable preventive measures

The children of today are the citizen of the tomorrow, efforts should be made

to save them from indulging in such type of undesired situation moreover the

problem not only leads to personal disorganization but also affect the whole social

system negatively. Traditionally, family has been considered as the basic and

important institution which provides intimate and congenial atmosphere for the

proper development socialization of the child. But the rapid place of
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industrialization and people’s tendency to drift towards cities and changing socio-

economic scenario have shattered the foundation of well knit family life and leads

to preflexed transformation in our existing social norms and values.

The study concludes that among the respondents a vast majority of them are

male while female children are very low among them. When analysing the place of

residence of the respondents a vast majority of them belong to urban place

compared to rural, while most of the illiterates have came from rural areas. This

study reveals that the majority of the children hailed from nuclear families. On the

other hand nearly half of the respondents are hailed from families of medium and

large size of families. A vast majority of the respondents belong to Hindu religion

compared to Christian and Muslims. Caste-wise analysis of the respondent’s shows

that slightly over than majority of them belongs to most backward class. A vast

majority of the respondents who have been charged with committed the offences

came from families consisting of both parents (Father and Mother). While slightly

less than one-fifth of them were brought up by their mother, only a little number of

the respondents is brought up by their fathers. Only a few children are reported to

have lost of both parents. It is clear from the study that most of the respondents hail

from the normal family and nurtured by both the parents.

The occupational details of parents of the respondent’s shows that a vast

majority of the children were the wards of wage earners. Very little number of

children’s who have lost of their both parents and these children are grown up in
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children homes and have been house hold work at the homes of wealthy people. As

far as economic condition of parents of the respondents is concerned sizeable

number of them came from poor economic condition of their parents (or) family.

When analyzing the relationship between age group and the nature of offences and

charges committed by the respondent shows that a vast majority of them is among

the age group of 11-15 years and have been booked under the case of theft and also

majority of the respondents were belonging to 16-18 years have been indulged in

theft. All the male children belonging to 16-18 years have been booked under the

case of murder (or) attempt to murder and another group of them also has been

indulged in rape (or) attempt to rape cases.

The relationship between caste and nature of offences and charges

committed by the children shows that among the children of scheduled castes, a vast

majority of them charges under the offences like theft, and also sizeable number of

them booked under the murder/attempt to murder and rape/attempt to rape cases.

The another findings is clearly portrays that the small number of children from rural

areas are charged with have involved in offences like murder/attempt to murder,

while most of them have been charged with the offence of stealing. The study

reveals that slightly more than majority of the children are involved the offence and

charges with committed with their respective peer groups who are also belong to

most backward caste.
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The basic reason for charges with commit the offence by the respondents

indicates that more than one-third of them involved due to self-interest. Less than

one-third of the children have expressed that they have involved in anti-social

activities for economic benefits. Nearly one third of the respondents are subjected to

the use of drugs and alcohol. A Little number of children mostly had seen film and

pornographic literature. The analysis reveals that majority of the respondents were

seen anti-social activities committed by the adult and children when they were

playing with peer groups. These groups of children are without proper play ground

facilities in their residential surroundings.

The inference drawn from the analysis is that a vast majority of the

respondent’s opine that their parent’s/guardian’s attitude towards the respondents

and their siblings are equal. Analyzing the respondent’s opinion about whether

regular food and basic amenities were provided by their parents/guardian, it is

found that most of the children, who were charged under the cases of theft, were

driven by poverty and lack of basic amenities. So the children were, may be

involved in small offences like theft for fulfillment of their food and basic

amenities. This shows that the most of the children belongs to urban areas had bad

(or) negative relationship with neighbours. The relationship between age group and

drinking habits of the respondents reveals that majority of the respondents who are

having drinking habits belong to the age group of 16-18. While most of them

having drinking habits are come from all the communities except backward class.
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The study reveals that majority of the respondents completed primary level

education have mostly having drinking habits. While the study also found that

majority of them having drinking habits belong to the high level income category of

their parents. Another majority of them also having smoking habits are belonging to

the age group of 16-18. As far as the study reveals that majority of the respondents

belongs to the age group of 16-18, than age category of 11-15 reported that their

parents regularly supervised their every activities. A vast majority of the

respondents who had cordial relationship with their siblings belong to most

backward class and scheduled caste. The analysis reveals that most of them who

belonged to age group of 11-15 and 16-18 reported that their siblings attitude was

cordial.

The main purpose of the child care institutions is to prepare the inmates for

social, economic and emotional rehabilitation. The analysis reveals that over

whelming majority of the respondents expressed favorable opinion about the food

and basic amenities provided by the home. This study also concluded that a vast

majority of the respondents have satisfied with the vocational training and various

services given by the trained staff in the institution and also collaborated to work

with NGO’s. It is clear from the study that a vast majority of them reported that

religious priests visit to the home which helpful to the development and

modification of mental behaviour and attitude. The overwhelming majority of the

respondents are happy towards all the treatments and services provided by the



268

NGOs’ visit to the home. This study also shows that majority of children’s parents/

guardian paid visit to the home. It is shows that majority of the respondents who

came from the age group of 11-15, expressed their interest in continuing their

schooling. While another majority of the respondents belong to age group of 16-18

said that they have to continue labour work at various fields.

This study finds that majority of the respondents who have attained

secondary, matriculation or degree level decided to continue with their schooling.

While a vast majority of the rural children like to be continuing their education at

the same time most of the urban children expressed their to continue as child

labourers.

Suggestions

1. Training should be given to the parents who are not able to adjust with their

children’s behavior, by the family consellors’

2. Create the  awareness about the moral education and behavioral changes

among the school children by the school teachers, NGO’s, counsellors

3. Creating and inspiring team work of private and public agencies to prevent

the increasing delinquency

4. Giving preparatory training to the members and staff of all organizations

concerned with delinquency control.
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5. Establishing child guidance clinics to give appropriate treatment to the

disturbed and mal adjusted children in schools and all local areas especially

rural and slum areas.

6. Counselling centre in every school should be established for early detection

and care of the problematic children in the school

7. General awareness programmes should be launched for educating the family

to motivate the children in developmental activities.

8. Proper healthy recreational facilities should be provided in rural areas and

slums so that the children may channelize their energies in the right

directions and neutralize the criminal tendencies.

9. Giving proper assistance to under privileged children to build them with

good character.

10. Improving the social environment – slum areas, devoid of gambling centers

to prevent children from getting polluted.

11. Special police force can be introduced in every district to deal with juvenile

in conflict with law.

12. Government and NGO’s should motivate the religious priests to regularly

visit the every home, which has dealt children in conflict with the law.

13. Parents should pay sincere attention to children in order to know everything

about them, especially their concentration about the new media (Internet

mobile phone, pornographic literature, face book, etc.
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14. Media organization should be more aware on promoting children based

programme especially developing moral education.

15. Censorship also need to scan out the unwanted scene/ sequence in children

programmes and others.

16. Advertisements and advertisement agencies should take special note on

delivering a product in a proper way to attract the children not to make them

violent.

17. Academicians especially Sociologists, Criminologists and Students are needs

to give special attention to study and research dealt with juvenile in conflict

with the law for preventing delinquent behaviour among the children.

18. Government and legal expert should may possibility to amended the age

limitation of juveniles from  18 to 16, because most of the heinous offences

like murder and rape  also committed by 16-18 age category

19. The government must provide all the facilities to the discharged children for

their socio-economic rehabilitation for they may be provided the reservation

in government jobs and loan facilities for self employment.
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Chapter - II

Review of Literature

The main purpose of reviewing the studies in the concerned area of research

is to focus the significance of the present study. The following reviews give us a

brief account of some prominent delinquency studies.

Sheth, H. (1961, p.40) made a study of 400 offenders and 180 non offenders

from Greater Bombay and a part from Ahmadabad and Poona.  Her study

emphasized on three main aspects namely (i) Legal setup, (ii) Offences and

offenders and (iii) Social background of juvenile delinquents.  The study found that

the social context in which the child is placed is very much associated with the

problem of juvenile delinquency.  She found that migration from rural areas to

urban areas affect the family members.  Hence in the absence of cultural

homogeneity in the city, the member of the family cannot get emotional support

from the new community and this community cannot act as stabilizing as well as

controlling force.  According to Sheth, the problem of juvenile delinquency is more

acute in lower strata of the society which is more influenced by this disorganization.

She also suggested that with the rapid social change incidents of delinquency tends

to increase. Sheth also found that poor economic conditions of the family and

resulting sense of insecurity produce certain psychological reactions in the minds of

children which find expression in delinquency.  It is fact that deprivation hinders

proper socialization of the child.  The Child does not learn the proper value of life

and cannot adjust himself to the situations which he has to face in life and very

often, he expresses his frustration in the form of delinquent activities.
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Madras State Women’s Council (1964, pp.41-42) published a study on socio-

economic background of juvenile delinquents. The total sample of study were 75

delinquents as well as destitute in the age group of 7 to 18 years from the reception

home of Madras.  The main findings of the study include that 72 percent of the

juveniles were in the age group of 11-14 years and belong to slums.  Nearly 30

percent of the delinquents were unemployed and had stopped their schooling before

apprehended. The unemployed boys formed gangs and they were much more

involved in group crimes. Family relations of the delinquents were found

satisfactory but most of the families were found to have been lax in discipline.

Apart from these factors, inadequate supervision, poverty, large family size and

absence of either of the parents in the family were found as other reasons of

delinquency.

Indian Council of Social Welfare (1969, p.42) published a research project

on Impact of Institutions on juvenile delinquents.  The project covered the

delinquents released during the period of five years (1958 to 1963) from certified

schools of Maharashtra. The total samples of the study were 229 inmates.  The main

findings of the study regarding the background of the delinquents include that 69

percent of the delinquents were reported to be truants from school and left the

school before the apprehension 17 percent of the delinquents had not gone to school

at all.  Around 43 percent of the children worked as unskilled worker like hawkers,

coolies, domestic servants etc.  35 percent of them were engaged in illegal

occupation, 55 percent belonged to broken families and 91 percent of the broken

families reported the death of one or the both parents.
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Thilagaraj (1983, p.20) made an important study on parent-child relationship

and its impact on delinquents.  He took a sample of 40 delinquent boys for study

and the parents of these delinquents were also interviewed. The results of the study

showed that in about 60 per cent of the families, the parent’s attitude towards

children was one of indifference which naturally led the child to delinquency as the

boy felt insecure and craved for recognition and affection.  Almost nearly 75

percent of parents who were indifferent to their children reported with reason that

insufficient time and condition of occupation did not permit attention to their

children.  In 31.7 per cent of families, children experienced hostility or rejection due

to parental conflict and lack of co-operation between them.  In 57.5 percent of

families, children knew no form of discipline as the parent was indifferent and busy

with their own affairs.  Most of the children often attended Cinema/pictures twice or

thrice a week but their parents were unaware of that. In 17.5 percent of the families,

parents were inconsistent in their discipline towards the children and same

percentage with severe discipline in 40 percent cases of children, their mothers were

employed, 43 percent mothers were house wife’s and 17 percent of mothers had no

work.  As far as the health conditions of parents are concerned, it was found from

the study that 37.5 percent of the mothers were suffering from physical ailments and

thus they were not able to keep proper supervision/attention on their children.

Around 54 percent of the parents were found always fighting and quarrelling

between themselves and about 50 percent of the families (either parent in older

siblings) was involved in immoral practices like, drunkenness, criminality and

keeping another women or man. Only 15 percent of the parents were living together

without much incompatibility as against 37.5 percent of maladjusted, yet living
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together making the children witness endless battles.  There were about 13 percent

parents who were separated or father had deserted his wife and children.  The

findings of the study revealed that unhealthy parent-child relationship is one of

significant causes of delinquency.

Amati (1984, p.18) studied 136 juvenile offenders whose age ranged from 7

to 16 years of age. He found relationship between recreational activities, various

habits of smoking, drinking, and gambling with delinquency. In delinquent

behaviour motive of monetary gain becomes dominant in recreation activities.  Data

revealed that 69.11 percent delinquents boys smoke frequently, 39 percent were

engaged in gambling and 57.33 percent play card in their own gangs. 16.17 percent

take alcohol frequently, 72.78 percent of the delinquents have much craving for

seeing motion pictures.  So from the study, it can be concluded that delinquent boys

also develop habits and past-times such as smoking, drinking, gambling etc. that

told upon their health, character and psychology.  The habits that develop are group

phenomenon and are recreational too. That means delinquent boys resort to these

activities for recreation and when they find these activities recreational and

monetary gainful; they indulged in it and soon accept these as career.

Sarkar (1987) published a study showing etiological analysis of juvenile

delinquency in west Bengal.  She took a sample of 110 delinquents from Borstal

school and Reformatory school, Berhampur and under trial home Liluah. She

studied role of both family environment and extra family agencies in delinquency.

The main findings of the study include that both broken families and nuclear

families showed greater propensity in delinquency trend.  Around 58.1 percent
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delinquents came from rural areas, 66.7 percent delinquent came from families

which were medium in size and also represent poor economic status and 64.8

percent of boys convicted had quarrelsome neglected homes.  About 50 percent of

the delinquent’s father involved in casual work and 60 percent mothers of

delinquent were involved in house hold work.  Majority of delinquents, 86.7 percent

and 77.2 percent had no intimate relations with their fathers and mothers

respectively.  Parental discipline was found strict in case of father (39.1 percent)

and weak in case of mother (45.6 percent).  Around 46 percent of delinquents had

friendly attitudes towards their siblings. The researcher did not find any significant

relations between migration of family and delinquency.  Only 23.8 per cent of

families were found migrated. As far as the role of extra families agencies are

concerned, it was found that 43.8 per cent delinquents came from fairly well

developed families, 57.3 percent committed the offence deliberately, 40 per cent

unconsciously and only 2.7 per cent for economic need.  59.8 per cent delinquents

had friend but 89.7 per cent did not have best friends only 14 per cent of friends had

records of delinquency, 72 per cent of delinquents had good neighbours’ relations

and only 3.7 per cent neighbours had criminal records. So this study did not show

any significant relationship between bad influence of peer, gang influence and

attachment to school and the delinquency.

Sheriff et al., (1990) presented a research paper at XIX annual conference of

Indian Society of Criminology held at Bangalore on the topic adjustment and

deviance among school children.  They studied relationship between adjustment and

deviance among school children. They studied relationship between adjustment and

deviance among   231 school children attending three different schools representing
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three different social strata.  The study revealed that the slum school children were

poorly adjusted to their family, school, peer groups, teachers and adjustment in

general. The certified school children were having a high deviance and also

maladjustment to their teacher and school. Absence of adequate parental attention to

these children due to broken homes, single parent families and an appropriate

substitute to parental care not being available in the correctional institutions could

be the main reasons for this observation. The rural school children were found to be

having poor adjustment to their family member’s peers and adjustment in general.

Mishra (1994, pp. 88-89) studied 22 juvenile delinquents from Angul

juvenile jail in Orissa. He found that most of the delinquents came from low income

and low status groups. About 85 percent of delinquents have house hold income

varying between Rs.200 to Rs.400 per month. More than 77 percent of households

were found in dept and they spent 14 percent of their monthly income on smoking,

gambling and alcoholism.  The study also revealed that juvenile delinquents are the

product of social and economic maladjustments arising out of poverty destitution,

under nourishment, illiteracy, slum dwelling and lack of recreational activities.

Besides all these, broken homes (27 per cent) and bad companions (22 percent) also

resulted in delinquency.  As far as relationship between parents and delinquents are

concerned, it was found that 22.73 per cent delinquents were of opinion that there

was lack of understanding among the family members.  45 per cent of delinquents

were being influenced by their parents to involve them in stealing and 65 per cent of

delinquents came from urban areas.
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Prasad and Harnash (1995) studied 82 inmates of juvenile home in Andhra

Pradesh to find out their socio demographic characteristics. They found that a

majority of the sample population are found to be urban (84 percent), illiterate (40

percent) with an average age of around 13 years.  A considerable number of them

had been away from their families from a period of three years and above.  The

delinquents reported participation along with peer group in common activities  such

as movie going (97 percent ), loafting (93 percent), playing together (87

percent).The study also reported more abuse of delinquents in families headed by

responsible person other than parents. Most of delinquents reported physical and

verbal abuse as important factor for their drifting from homes. Most of parents of

the delinquents are from low income groups employed in unorganized sector.

According to Johnson (1989) a large study of previous research on families

found that a “broken home” has an impact on delinquency, but the effects appear to

be minimal.  The study also found that the correlation between a broken home and

delinquency was greater in minor forms of delinquency.  Some research suggests

that youths who are not closely bonded with their parents are more likely to be

delinquent.  Finally, family structure is moderately related to delinquent behaviour.

As explained by Browning, et al., (1999), the Rochester Youth Study

examined the quality of parent-child relationships to determine the impact on

delinquency of factors in the family “process,” such as attachment, involvement,

and supervision.  The study found that children who are more attached to and

involved with their parents were less involved in delinquency.  In addition, the

relationship between family process factors and delinquency is a cycle; poor

parenting increased the probability of delinquent behaviour and delinquent
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behaviour further weakened the relationship between parent and child.  Finally, the

impact of family variables appeared to fade as adolescents became older and more

independent from their parents.

Hansa Seth’s (1961) study of juvenile delinquency in Maharashtra State

reveals the fact that where the break in the family was associated with remarriage of

the living parent the children were either deserted or stayed with some relatives, or

left home and became destitute.  Where the father remarried, the children had to

undergo constant ill-treatment and nagging by the step-mother. So broken home is

found to be handicapped in providing protection and affection to children.

Shaw and McKay (1961) have pointed out that “the actual separation of

parents, divorce or desertion may not be so important in the life of the child as the

tensions and emotional conflicts which resulted in the break-down of family

relationship.

Cyril Burt (2004) pointed out that excessive punishment imposed by parents

calls forth some challenging counter-stroke either by swift and open retaliation as in

physical assault or instant flight from home. The reaction of the child to the

patterning of parental control and to the feelings implicit in that control in more

important than is the content of the discipline itself. Gentle or severe, the ordinary

child can tolerate control that is reinforced with affection. In homes where both the

parents use terror to discipline the child, he tries to counter- balance the repression

by defying social authority. Where the child goes wrong, as a result, the child either

wanders about to escape the punishment or runs away from home. Frightening the

children may prove a dangerous way of effecting control.
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Ryan (2012, pp.164-71) has investigated his study focused on youth entering

care for reasons of maltreatment and for child behavioural problems. The author

stratified the sample based on a history of juvenile delinquency. The sample was

diverse and included youth between 8 and 16 years of age with at least one episode

in a substitute care child welfare setting (n = 5,528). Approximately 23% of youth

were placed in child welfare for reasons others than maltreatment; specifically child

behavioural problems. Youth placed for behavioural problems were significantly

more likely to live in congregate care facilities, experience placement instability,

and more likely to experience at least one arrest. A prevailing argument is that child

welfare offers a broader range of family-based services as compared with the secure

settings of juvenile justice. High rates of congregate care placement reported in the

current study indicate that family-based services are infrequently associated with

youth placed for behavioural problems in child welfare. High rates of subsequent

arrest indicate that the congregate care approach for youth with behavioural

problems in child welfare is limited.

Reavy et al., (2012, pp. 875-79) analyze the validity of the Delinquent

Activities Scale (DAS), based in part on the Self Reported Delinquency (SRD)

scale. They were used the methodology of this study Participants were 190

incarcerated adolescents (85.8% male; average age 17years) at a juvenile

correctional facility in the Northeast. While incarcerated, they were asked about

substance use and delinquent activities in the 1year prior to incarceration, as well as

parental, peer, and demographic information. They were tracked at three months

post-release, given the DAS, and assessed for post-release substance use. Result of

this study has three factors of the DAS assess general, alcohol-involved, and

marijuana-involved delinquent activities. Principal components analysis was used to
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develop subscales within each factor. Support was found for concurrent and

predictive incremental validities of these factors and their subscales in predicting

substance use, with stronger findings for the general and the alcohol-involved

factors. Subscales related to stealing showed lower validity than those related to

more aggressive behaviours. These analyses suggest that the factors and empirically

derived subscales offer researchers and clinicians a psychometrically sound

approach for the assessment of adolescent misbehaviours.

Kim et al., (2011, pp.155-64) has examine the contributing factors related to

juvenile delinquency, as well as to identify the effect of psychosomatic symptoms,

physical abuse, sexual abuse, and coping strategies on delinquent behaviour among

Korean adolescents. To investigate the research problem, 2,146 adolescents,

including 1,350 student adolescents and 796 delinquent adolescents, were assessed

using a cross-sectional descriptive design study via anonymous, self-reporting

questionnaires. Almost all research variables were measured using the Mental

Health Questionnaire for Korean Adolescents. Our results revealed that delinquent

adolescents showed a greater incidence of psychosomatic symptoms, higher levels

of physical and sexual abuse, and a higher level of less effective coping strategies

compared with student adolescents. Our path analysis revealed that the likelihood of

delinquent behaviour among adolescents appeared to be influenced mainly by

sexual and physical abuse, with these two variables having the highest total effect.

This study confirms the relationships previously identified among stress, somatic

complaints, and ineffective coping. In addition, we demonstrated that these

relationships cover a wide spectrum, ranging from psychosomatic symptoms to

behavioural problems. Further implications of the results and research limitation

were discussed.



49

Weenink (2011, pp. 1132-46). Compares Dutch rural and non-rural

adolescents' delinquent behaviour and examines two social correlates of rural

delinquency: communal social control and traditional rural culture. The analyses are

based on cross-sectional data; containing 3,797 participants aged 13-18 (48.7%

females). The analyses show that rural adolescents are only slightly less likely to

engage in delinquent behaviour. Furthermore, while rural adolescents are exposed

more often to communal social control, this does not substantially reduce the

likelihood that they engage in delinquent behaviour. Concerning rural culture,

marked differences appeared between rural and non-rural adolescents. First, alcohol

use and the frequency of visiting pubs were more related to rural adolescents'

engagement in delinquent behaviour. Second, the gender gap in delinquency is

larger among rural adolescents: whereas rural boys did not differ significantly from

non-rural boys, rural girls were significantly less likely to engage in delinquent

behaviour than non-rural girls. However, the magnitude of the effects of most

indicators was rather low. To better account for the variety of rural spaces and

cultures, it is recommended that future research into antisocial and criminal

behaviour of rural adolescents should adopt alternative measurements of ruralise,

instead of using an indicator of population density only.

Aaron and Dallaire (2010, pp.1471-84) Children of incarcerated parents are

exposed to factors that place them at risk for delinquency. Few studies have

examined the effects of having an incarcerated parent after controlling for other

experiences such as contextual risk factors and family processes. Past studies have

also not examined effects of recent, but not current, parental incarceration on

children. The present study examines an archival dataset, in which children aged

10-14 years and their parents/guardians reported children's risk experiences (e.g.,
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exposure to poverty, parental substance use), family processes (e.g., level of family

victimization, family conflict), and children's delinquent behaviours at two time

points. Parents also reported their recent and past incarceration history. Hierarchical

linear regression analyses show that a history of parental incarceration predicted

family victimization, delinquent behaviours of children's older siblings, and

delinquent behaviours of the child participants, over and above children's

demographic characteristics and other risk experiences. Recent parental

incarceration predicted family conflict, family victimization, and parent-reports of

children's delinquency after also controlling for previous parental incarceration. The

role of family processes in research and intervention directions involving children

of incarcerated parents is discussed.

Carr and Vandiver (2001, pp. 409-26) in their exploratory study examined

the risk and protective factors of youth offenders and their relation to recidivism.

The sample consisted of 76 male and female juvenile probationers within a large

metropolitan area. Archival records on probationers provided data on prior offenses,

personal characteristics, familial conditions, drug use, peer selection, school

performance, role models, and activities and hobbies. It was found that protective

factors, specifically personal characteristics, familial conditions, and peer selection,

differentiated no repeat offenders and repeat offenders. The findings of the study

support the adaptive model of resiliency and reinforce the importance of enhancing

protective factors in youth offenders as a means of deterring delinquent behaviour.

Nye (1958) examined numerous family factors and self-reported delinquency

among 780 high school students in several Washington (State) communities. In all,

he tested over 70 associations separately for mother-daughter, mother-son, father-
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daughter, and father-son relationships. In general, those adolescents whose parents

treated them firmly but with love and respect tended to be considerably less

delinquent than those juveniles whose parents continually nagged or scolded them

or treated them as pawns by making expressions of love or acceptance contingent

on good behaviour.

Merton’s (1938, pp.712-719.) strain theory suggests that when these avenues

to success (i.e. education and employment) are blocked, youth become frustrated

believing that legitimate routes to achievement are no longer available so they then

turn to illegitimate means through delinquent behaviours.

West and Farrington (1977) suggested that poor parental supervision was one

link in the chain between criminal fathers and delinquent sons, and Smith and

Farrington (2004, pp. 230–247) showed that authoritarian parenting and parental

conflict were mediating variables between parental antisocial behaviour and child

conduct problems. In the Glueck study in Boston, Sampson and Laub (1993) found

that maternal and paternal deviance (criminality or alcoholism) did not predict a

boy’s delinquency as compared to family factors such as poor supervision, harsh or

erratic discipline, parental rejection, low attachment, and large family size.

Mayer (1995, pp. 467-78) describes antisocial behaviour as repeated

violations of socially normative behaviour, "usually involving aggression,

vandalism, rule infraction, defiance of adult authority, and violation of the social

norms and mores of society" (p. 468). There are two broad dimensions of behaviour

disorders, internalizing and externalizing. Internalizing disorders are directed
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inward and involve behavioural deficits, such as withdrawal, isolation, and

depression.

Hawkins et al., (2000) found that physical predictors, such as pregnancy and

delivery trauma, low birth weight, low resting heart rate, and brain circuitry

dysfunction showed weak but positive correlation to later violent behaviour. On the

other hand, the studies of psychological characteristics, such as cognitive deficits,

hyperactivity, concentration problems, restlessness, risk-taking, aggressiveness,

early involvement in antisocial behaviour, and beliefs and attitudes favouring

deviancy showed stronger, consistent correlation with violent behaviours in boys.

Limited intelligence also has been associated with poor problem-solving skills, poor

social skills, and risk for aggression and violence.

Hart and Risley (1995) also found that poor children tended to have less

verbal interaction with their parents, resulting in significantly lower vocabularies.

Thus, children from economically disadvantaged homes enter school with much

poorer academic readiness skills. Typically, they are served by teachers from

middle or upper income backgrounds, which use a vocabulary and assume a level of

familiarity with print materials that is far above that of many low income children.

Flannery (1997) listed several school-related risk factors that include: high

student/teacher ratios, insufficient curricular and course relevance, and weak,

inconsistent adult leadership. Additionally, inappropriate social behaviours may be

learned or reinforced at school while appropriate behaviours are ignored. For

example, when teachers or school personnel take a “hands-off” approach and ignore

such infractions as name-calling, fighting, and harassment, they inadvertently

condone such behaviours.
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Flannery (1997) reviewed several large-scale studies that have linked media

violence to children’s tendency to exhibit higher levels of aggressive and sometimes

violent behaviour. Specifically, high levels of exposure to violence on television

have been found to contribute to youth antisocial and violent behaviour.

Farmer and Cadwallader (2000) found that preschool children who exhibit

antisocial behaviour begin to interact with their peers in ways that maintain and

support the continuation of their antisocial behaviour. In effect, children who

associate with deviant peer groups go through a process of deviancy training, in

which their peers teach them deviant norms and values. These relationships become

stronger and more reinforcing over the years and the antisocial patterns and beliefs

become more resistant to change.

Kelly et al., (1997) followed 1,517 boys aged seven to thirteen years old in

the Pittsburgh Youth Study and observed three different types of behavioural

pathways, each with similar risk factors and patterns that evolved over time. These

include: (a) conflict with authority, such as defiance and running away, (b) covert

actions, such as stealing and lying, and (c) overt actions, such as aggressive and

violent behaviour. The researchers concluded that the development of delinquent

behaviour is usually orderly and progressive.

Maguin and Loeber (1996) conducted a meta-analysis of studies involving

academic performance and delinquency, particularly those aimed at improving

academics and reducing delinquency. Their results indicated that increases in

academic performance were associated with decreases in rates of delinquency.
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Other cognitive factors that appear to be strong protective factors against antisocial

and violent behaviour involve emotional and moral development.

Sarkar (1997) studied the home and family circumstances of the official

delinquents of Dhaka city. He assessed said that family as the cell-unit of society

assumed to be a key influencing factor in shaping a child’s personality and

character. He has selected 40 official delinquents of Dhaka city in the late 80’s and

studied their home and family conditions. He had found that 76% of the boys were

emotionally attached with their mothers. Deprivation of parental love, want of able

guardianship, criminality in the family, crowded family condition, uncongenial

parental relationship were some problem situations in the family. Family was the

first stage in which the child learns the imitate his elders to get in to fuller

knowledge of the world around him hence he concludes that it was very pertinent to

look in to home and family circumstances that prevail in child life.

There was a strong relationship exists between familial factors and juvenile

delinquency which was found out by many researchers in their studies. Aljibrin

(1994) has investigated the impact of familial factors on juvenile delinquency in

Riyadh city Saudi Arabia. In order to assess the effect of single parents, family size,

polygamy, family income, parents education, parental rejection and parental

supervision on juvenile delinquency, 100 juvenile delinquent boys 13-18 old who

reside in correctional institutes (Observation Homes)  in Riyadh city were compared

to 100 boys 13-18 years old who were used to collect the data. The findings of this

study indicated that there were significant differences between the juvenile

delinquents subject and in non-delinquent subjects in polygamous families, family
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income, father’s education, parental rejection and parental supervision and control.

Delinquent boys tend to experience living with polygamy more often and to have

poor families and poorly educated fathers more that non-delinquents. Delinquents

also experienced parental rejection and poor parental supervision and control more

than non-delinquents.

Groze (1987) studied the family’s influence on delinquency. The evidence

that the family plays a crucial role in juvenile delinquency is one of the strongest

and most frequently replicated findings among deviance studies. This research was

based on a sample of 266 early adolescents who attended a junior high school in a

suburb of a large metropolitan city in the Midwest. One of the critical family

concepts is ‘attachment’ between parent and child was found in his study- using

longitudinal self-report data, reciprocal effects between attachment and behaviour

were also found.

In the same line another study was done to analyze the parental care on

delinquents. Wright (1996) had studied the extent to which the parents provide

children with social support and the involvement of youth in delinquent activities.

The social support perspective is tested through sample of 1775 children and their

parents. The researcher had found that the family risk factors had a consistent

positive relationship to delinquency. He also found that reductions in time accorded

to parents, due primarily to longer work hours and less time off, are having a

significant impact on the ability of parents to provide support to their offspring. The

result was involvement of youth in delinquent activities.
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Like parental care, the responsibility of the child and the parent to perform

their duties need to be examined. Ritz (1990) in his study examined the relationship

between perceived family functioning, attribution of responsibility and juvenile

delinquency. Seventy five delinquents and their parents provided information about

the quality of their family environment. Family members were also asked to

determine the degree to which they accepted responsibility for a series of adolescent

problem behaviours that the delinquents had evidenced. Major findings of the study

revealed that the delinquents and their parents differed in the degree to which they

accepted responsibility of deviant behaviour. Delinquents were more likely than

their parents to accept responsibility for their actions. The data of the study also

supported the hypothesis that delinquent were more likely to be found in family

with unusually low or high levels of conflict. These families were also noted to

report minimal interfamily cohesion and communication.

Ulugtekin (1989) has done a study in which he investigated whether there

was a link between a delinquent’s socialization experience in the family and the

tendency toward re-socialization. The sample consisted of 215 male delinquents

incarcerated for at least 6 months in the Ankara and Izmir juvenile correctional

institutions in Turkey. Juveniles from broken home, those who experienced

separation from their families, and those who had criminal parents are siblings had a

lower response to re-socialization as shown in measures of relations with family and

treatment group. Contrary to expectation, no significant correlation emerged

between measures of juvenile’s perception of parental autonomy – control

behaviour and tendency toward re-socialization. However, the juvenile perception

of parental rejection-acceptance behaviour was highly associated with all aspects of

the tendency toward re-socialization.
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Leflore (1988) in his study investigated the relationship among demographic

variables, family structure (number and rank of siblings, family intactness, number

of persons in the household), and family environment (relationships, personal

growth and family system maintenance). The sample consisted of 68 chronic

delinquents and 130 non-delinquents. Delinquents were more likely than non-

delinquents to be of lower socio-economic status.

Stephens and Repa (1992) in their study compared prisoners who dropped

out of school with those who did not survey data were obtained in 1989 from 220

male inmates at New York State’s sing correctional facility. Dropouts in prison

exhibited many of the same characteristics as non-incarcerated drop-out, such as:

misbehaviour in school; high absenteeism; poor academic performance; having one

parent who was a drop out; growing up in a home with only one natural parent; and

disliking school and failing to see it relevance, or the need or attractiveness of

employment. Inmate drop outs, when compared to dropouts in the general

population, had more in common regarding their problems in school and post-

school status them with their fellow inmates who graduated from high school. Idle

time and unemployment following a premature departure from school may play a

crucial role in criminal involvement.

The relationship between Juvenile delinquency, particularly in its violent

forms, and the role of schools was studied by Vander Stay (1996). Schooling and

juvenile corrections were the focal concern of the study. In his study he explained

the conflict of personal factors and socio-economic forces that drive youth’s school

failure and delinquent career. The social control of teenagers that has transferred
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authority from schooling to juvenile justice system advocate conflicting policy

narratives about education, and this conflict works against the children they each

serve. Finally, the study confirms the role of early school failure in the development

of delinquent and violent behaviour.

Many children as well as adults pick up criminal habits from their friends.

Sutherland and Cressey (1974) had attempted to describe the transmission of

delinquent and criminal values through normal socialization processes. They argued

that criminal behaviour was learned in social interaction within intimate and

cohesive groups, and when the frequency intensity and duration of these

associations exceeds conventional social contacts, delinquent identities and

behaviour evolve. They concluded that delinquent values and behaviour did not

originate in individual disabilities or predispositions, but were transmitted from

groups with well articulated delinquent norms to appropriately situated

conventional youth.

Many researchers had found that a good number of delinquents and criminals

usually act in association with their peer delinquents. Lawrence (1991) has done a

study on delinquent peer influence on self-reported delinquent involvement. Data

were drawn from the third wave (1979) of the National Youth Survey (N=1,301), a

longitudinal study of delinquency among U.S. Youths. The number of delinquent

friends was found to be more important in explaining delinquent behaviour. Youths

reporting fewer delinquent friends reported less delinquent activity. In light of the

key role of delinquent peers, the juvenile court should rely upon the least secure and

restrictive dispositions so as to avoid the “schools for crime” effect of institutions.
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The neighbourhood characteristics affecting individual delinquency and

criminality were assessed empirically by Simcha Fagam et al (1986). Data were

collected from a stratified random sample of 553 adolescent males from 12 New

York City neighbourhoods. Two important neighbourhood-level factors with

distinct effects were, the community’s level of organizational participation, and the

extend of disorder and criminal sub culture. Further the study found that there was a

significant difference between the younger age delinquency and urban

neighbourhood.

The role performance of police while dealing with juvenile delinquents was

studied by Gaur (1996). The formal legal function of the police in the case of

juvenile delinquents related to the implementation of different legal provisions

concerning to care and protection of children, providing guardianship,

apprenticeship, employment, institutional treatment, behavioural modification and

rehabilitation. The police role had begun with identifying tracing the locating the

juvenile taking him in to safe custody, helping in rehabilitation of the juvenile

delinquents by supervising the process both at the time of release and thereafter by

providing them protection from the un social elements. The major function of police

was to prevent the delinquent from revocation of deviant activities. The author

suggested that the police should establish harmonious co-operation with parents,

teachers, social workers and various voluntary institutions working in the field to

reduce the problem of juvenile delinquency from the society.

Prisoner’s perspective on rehabilitation was examined by Erez (1998). Two

related dimensions of correctional policy, program determination and program
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participation, as perceived by a random sample of 348 inmates from 3 federal

correctional facilities in the U.S. prisoners’ view of rehabilitation and reform as the

major purpose of punishment or a prison sentence. “Need” was endorsed most often

as the fairest criterion for offering or receiving program benefits. The majority of

inmates view employment as the greatest area of concern rehabilitation.

Holyst (1992) in his study explored the barriers to rehabilitation of criminal

offenders. It was difficult to teach or to learn decision-making in a situation with

limited field and scope of opportunities for “proving oneself”.  Failure to apply

“Socio therapy” the application of differentiated tools with the aim of opening up

the individual to thinking in terms of alternative solutions represents another barrier

to rehabilitation. Yet another factor limiting the rehabilitative value of prison was

represented by social, cultural, material, spatial and temporal conditions. The short

comings and errors of penitentiary rehabilitation policies also stem from the

improper selection of fellow inmates. Additional rehabilitative barriers were rooted

in the incorrect use that prison personnel make of the available tools designed to

influence prisoners. The time factor was no less significant for proper rehabilitation.

Preliminary actions aimed at eliminating some of these obstacles were briefly noted

in the essay.

Educational programs in the correctional institution would help the inmate to

improve his personality and his ability for social adjustment in the society. Gagliano

(1989) has determined the effects of participation and completion of prison

education program by incarcerated males and measured the rate recidivism among

them. The sample for the study was composed of 1,840 prison inmates out of whom
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757 inmates were non-randomly tracked. Recidivism rates were used to gage the

success or failure of the inmates. The researcher had found that there was no

significant difference between the non per sisters / non-completers of program and

the higher rate of recidivism among them.

Vocational training was a preplanned and progressive method of teaching

practical work to a group of persons in order to prepare them for certain pre

conceived situations in the society.  Mohanty et al., (1988) had examined the

attitude of the convicted murderers on the prison vocational training programs. A

sample size of 366 convicted murderers was selected for the purpose of the study

from various prisons of Orissa. 50.82% had given positive opinions, 22.95% offered

negative opinions regarding vocational training. The findings obtained in the study

regarding the attitude of the convicted murderers towards the prison vocational

training programs, lead to an inference that the convicts who are satisfied with the

selection procedure by the prison staff, working conditions and feel that the training

has got positive utility in rehabilitation.

Work programs in the correctional institutions would facilitate trouble – free

resettlement of the inmates in job placements in the society after release. Trivedi

(1985) has done a study on the work program emphasizes vocational trades such as

agriculture, forming and gardening. He found it appropriate because of the rural

background of many of the prisoners, but no instructor was available and many of

the agriculture practices used were quite traditional. Prisoners, therefore, had only a

remote chance to pick up new skills. Training in   weaving, spinning, power loom,

dyeing and paper making is also provided, but the lack of raw materials, capital and
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distribution routes would make it difficult for prisoners to start business once

released. He suggested that the prison labour policies and the range of work

programs must be reviewed.

In Tamil Nadu a similar study was conducted about the reintegration of adult

and adolescent offenders. The then Central Bureau of correctional services (1971)

Sponsored a survey of the ex-inmates of correctional institutions including jails in

Tamil Nadu in 1971, which conducted by the probation officers of the state. The

study was based on a sample of 349 persons, 150 habitual offenders, 99 youthful

offenders and 100 borstal school inmates, who had been released from jails and

borstal school during the year 1968, 1969 and 1970. The findings of the study

related mainly to the socio-economic status of the offenders prior to their jail

sentence and subsequent to it and, also the impact of institutional training on them.

The information for the study was collected through the help of the probation

officers of the district to which these offenders belong. Such officially conducted

investigation, besides being biased, has a limited scope as the complete information

about the inmates was lacking.

It was assumed that the delinquents would have more problems from family

than non delinquents. Ilango (1991) had analysed some of the vital aspects of

family, associated with juvenile delinquency with the help of data obtained from

sixty juvenile offenders detained in a government reception home, Chennai and for

the purpose of comparison and an equal number of non-offenders were selected

from Trichy city and nearby rural and semi-urban areas. Majority of the respondents

in the offender is category reported having family problems. Financial problems,
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relationship problems, alcoholism of parent, mental ailment of parent and family

disorganization were more among offenders than non-offenders. Finally, the study

also found that there was a greater degree of pathology in the families of juvenile

offenders and the difference between offenders and non- offenders with regard to

family pathology has been found to be significant.

Srivastva S.P. (1995) had discussed the potential role of family in raising

children to become reasonably well-adjusted member of society. He examined the

prominent criminological explorations which have probed into the family dynamics

and all its attendant features, and have established and identified such factors which

might had exercised discernible influence in the genesis and promotion of deviance

and delinquency. He also explained the broken home, faulty parental discipline and

control, parental inadequacies, disorganized homes, lower class households, large

size families, problem ridden families, families living in high delinquency areas,

illegitimate children, step parents and working parents. The author had briefly

recapitulated the role of family and finally furnished a perspective on family’s role

in the prevention of deviance, delinquency and crime.

The educational problems of the delinquents must be studied in relation to

their schools. Shekar (1996) had done a study on delinquency and school and in

which she has discussed about what education should mean to the youngsters who

had become delinquents. As far as the delinquents from India were concerned most

of them belong to the lower social ranges of society. As such, they school that they

have attended were those available to this class was municipal schools. Such

schools may often be located in poorly designed, maintained and equipped
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buildings, and could be terribly crowded. Delinquency amongst school children

appeared to be strongly associated with dropped out various reasons for dropping

out of school were dislike for school, liking for work, wandering with friends etc.

the author has made an attempt in this paper to explore the nature and quality of the

delinquent child’s school experiences in order to be able to understand whether and

how these contribute to its falling back, failing, wandering, dropping out and getting

involved in delinquent behavior.

The importance of educating the police in the field of juvenile delinquency

particularly identifying the delinquents, potential delinquents and conditions

Vadachumchery (1992). There were not much police personnel in the police

department, who were qualified in these disciplines with the result that they did not

and could not thick about the seriousness and magnitude of the problem. It was

further affirmed that the police department had yet to understand that the root cause

of adult criminality lies in the extend of delinquency. A delinquent child who was

handled by a low ranking, ill informed and ill-qualified police officer would

certainly mishandled the child and the child’s first contact with ill-equipped police

constable would make the child to develop negative attitude towards police. Many

case histories reveal that the mishandled children by police had become recidivists.

Chockalingam (1974) in his study had related certain social factors like

broken home condition parental rejection, vagrancy and bad company to recidivism.

So male non-recidivists from Madras Central prison and 50 male recidivists from

Salem Central prison were selected as samples and compared.  The study found that

more recidivists than non-recidivists had parental rejection, bad company and were
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vagrants. There was the significant difference found between the broken home

condition and recidivism among the offenders.

The structure of the family has a significant influence on juvenile

recidivison, which was found out by Jeyasingh (1987) in his study on the social and

psychological aspects of recidivism. He interviewed 120 juvenile delinquents

admitted in the reception Home in Madurai during 1977. In the study he had

analyzed the nature and types of offences committed by the recidivists and found

out the imperative factors conductive to juvenile recidivism. The society had denied

his returned to the community. The social stigma was contributory to his future

delinquency. The study has also found out that in a large. Majority of the cases none

of the relatives or parents had come forward to get the juvenile discharged. The

findings of the study had proved that the juveniles arrested for theft repeat the

offence more frequently than others.

Shukla (1979.pp-15-51) has studied adolescent thieves, to find out the

process of delinquency progression in the light of available theories on delinquent

behavior the area of the study covers two cities of Gwalior and Indore in Madhya

Pradesh (Central India). For the study, the author has taken the age groups of 16-2

years. The sample includes convicts as well as offenders or other categories who

were apprehended by the police or were liable to apprehended by the police or were

apprehension due to their persist involvement in theft. The sample has been

classified under three related categories. The professionals, the habitual and the

occasional. This study reveals that the family is related to the type of criminality of

the delinquent. The majority of the pilferers and pocket-pickers come from Joint
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families on the other hand; the house breakers were the product of single families.

The joint families produced more professionals whereas single families nourished

more occasional and habitual. The levels of literacy of parents were very low. The

result, however, indicated that all income groups produced delinquents.

Kodandam  and Murthy (1981) investigated the prevalence of drug abuse

among the juvenile delinquents, both in terms of drug consumption and drug

trafficking. The 200 male delinquent samples were drawn from remand home and

government certified school, Bangalore. The age group ranged from 13 years to 16

years. The results showed that about 17 % of the delinquents in the study group

were involved in drug abuse. Drug abuse behaviour was more prevalent in the

adolescent group. Literacy has a strong held on drug abuse high in the group were

brought up their foster parents or orphanages.

Mohan et al (1980) conducted a study to investigate the prevalence and

patterns of drug abuse among adolescents (school students) and to determine the

interpersonal and social demographic variables associated with the drug abuse in

Delhi. The total sample included 1,192 boys and 840- girls from ix, x, xi Standards

of English medium schools. Barring alcohol, tranquilizers and pain killers, use of

the rest of the drugs was below 1%. Alcohol was used by 28.5% of the students and

nearly 13% used tobacco. A large numbers of paste users indicate that probably the

students used the drugs out of curiosity and later on left them for fear of socio-

cultural pressures. Although alcohol had more number of ever users, tobacco had

minimum number of dependents, to the extent of 30 in boys and 5 in girls. The

interpersonal factors were more important in students’ drug use in higher classes



67

and higher age groups. Higher monthly allowance was conducive to the drug taking

habits. Since they are young the influence of family members taking drugs or

tobacco/alcohol was marked. Influence of peer group association also very

important.

Thilagar oli (2011) found out his study among the delinquents children in

borstal institution at Pudukottai. His study reveals that majority (37.9 percent) of the

children came from backward class community, more than 50 percent of them have

pursued middle level education, nearly 59 percent of the children belong to urban

areas. Sixty nine percent of the delinquents came from joint families. Many of the

children stayed in the institution for 1-5 months. It was note that surprising majority

(51.7 percent) of the delinquents committed crimes against persons. Out of that 37.9

percent have committed murder. Most of the inmates are first offender; very few are

second time offenders, another 72.4 percent of the children watching pornography.

Around 65 percent of the respondents are satisfied with treatment by the staff. Forty

eight percent of them have committed against property crime.

Jaikumar (2010, pp.27-48) investigated for his study the gang culture among

the youths in Chennai city. The 60 respondent’s samples were drawn from the area

of kannagi nagar, Chennai city. His study concluded that majority of the

respondents are from scheduled caste community, because scheduled caste people

are also staying more in numbers in the kannagi nagar in Chennai city. Majority of

the respondents are school dropout and the people who have studied till higher

secondary are not willing to study further. Most of the respondents parents are

illiterates. Lack of education and poor family background is the reason for the
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delinquent behaviour among the respondents. The broken home condition is only 10

percent prevalent among the 60 respondents. Almost all the gangs are criminal

gangs operating with minimum number of 5 members in a gang. Majority of the

respondents have joined their gang through their friends. Peer pressure one of the

causative factors for the youth to join the gang culture. There are many respondents

who are alcoholic addict and drug addict at this young age. The parents lack to take

care of the children and do not know what their children are doing along with their

friends.

Priyamvadha. (2003) found out her analysis about “A Study on re integration

of Juvenile Delinquents in to the Society’’. This study reveals that majority (67.2%)

of the respondents felt that the vocational training programs imparted in the special

home was not useful for them after their release. The impact of vocational training

programs was found to be associated with the period of stay of the respondents in

the special home. Another important factor, noted that majority (72.4 percent) of the

respondents had become recidivists, some of the demographic factors like family

status, income, marital status of the respondents were found not to be associated

with the rate of recidivism among the released delinquents. The other demographic

factors like, place of residence and present occupation of the respondents were

found to be associated with a rate of recidivism among the released delinquents.

The type of offence committed by the respondents was found not be associated with

the rate of recidivism among them. This study also evident that 51.7 percent of the

respondents have studied up to primary level. It can be seen that 50% of the

respondents are from rural areas, 27.6% from sub urban areas and 22.4% of the

respondents belonging to urban areas. It can be seen that 69% of the respondents

belonged to the lower class group. Only 8.6% to the upper class group.
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Paul Devadasu (1990, pp. 52-59) analyzed his study about socio-economic

profile of youth offenders. This study reveals that most of the offenders have

positive attitude towards the treatment in family and the society before conviction

and after release. The level of relationship between the family members and the

society after their release. 36 offenders have parents, 61 % of offenders’ parents are

considered to be cordial, 28 % of them are considered to be neutral and 11% are

harsh. 39 offenders have brothers and sisters are cordial. Only 8 % are harsh and

other 8% are neutral. In this study also conclude that, most of the offender’s family

and friends have regular contact with offenders through letter and visits. Another

most of the offenders have said that they have cordial relationships with family and

the society.

The research works reviewed above reveal the availability of a wide range of

studies, each focused on specific themes at different locations in the state, national

and international studies concerning the problem. It can be concluded every study

whether in India or abroad has established that the problem of juvenile delinquency

is increasing around the world at a very high prevalence rate and juvenile

delinquency is found among certain high risks groups like children from broken

families, orphans, destitute, lack of parental care, dropout from school, poor and

unstable families and slum inhabitants. The studies reviewed have not attempted to

study the above dimensions on micro-level. Hence this research is designed in such

a way as to touch upon the above areas in state level.
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Chapter – III

Research Methodology

Juvenile in conflict with the law is one of the several forms of personal

disorganization or deviance, which is the result of extraordinarily complex

interaction of child and his social environment. The main factors responsible for

this kind of non confirmative behaviour on the part of child are chaotic and

restrictive family type, poverty, broken homes, peer influence, uncongenial family

environment, illiteracy and immorality etc. These factors also play important role in

determining the gravity of the problem which varies from individual to individual

and one place to another. Thus the nature and severity of the problem though vary

to a great extent in the different part of the world but has posed a serious menace for

every society in recent years.

Therefore, it needs an in-depth study so as to suggest suitable preventive and

curative measures. Different approaches have been used, by the experts to assess the

problem of juvenile in conflict with law in its real sense from time to time. In the

present descriptive cum diagnostic work, efforts have been made to study the

problem of juvenile in conflict with the law with special focus on various

sociological and other factors responsible for prevalence of the problem and

institutional life of the juveniles lodged in the juvenile care institutions in the area

under study. Thus, the social, psychological as well as the legal actions are essential

to deal with the juvenile deviants’ behavior. In Tamil Nadu, Observation Homes

have also been set up in order to keep the juvenile come in under the conflict with

the law, there during the pendency of their cases in the Juvenile Courts.
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Formulation of the research problem

The problem of juvenile in conflict with the law is stupendous and growing

in almost all the society of the world irrespective of their being developed or

developing. Various factors also influence on deviant behaviour among the children

i.e. family type, poverty, broken homes, peer influence, uncongenial family

environment, illiteracy and immorality etc. The main limitation of the existing

criminal justice system is that it usually takes cognizance of an ‘offence only after

its occurrence and that’s why community / people participation is essential for any

successful plan. The children of today are the citizens of tomorrow, efforts should

be made to save them from indulging in such type of undesired situation and more

over the problem not only leads to personal disorganization but also affect the

whole social system negatively.

Prevention of deviancy includes forestalling deviant behavior by taking

advance action in terms of individual and environmental adjustments. In other

words prevention in this sense includes the efforts to improve family relationship

better adjustments in schools, provision of education and recreation designed to

produce useful and upright citizens and the use of aids in the field of social work,

medicines and the psychiatry. So, all the programmes for the prevention of deviancy

are to be directed not only to those who have already indulged in deviant behavior

but also who have shown some tendency of deviancy in future due to personal and

environmental operating against them. With the light of the above discussion the

present study is entitled. “A Study of the Causal Factors Leading Juveniles to be in

Conflict with the Law in Tamil Nadu: Sociological Perspective”
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Research Design

The design of a sociological research can be said to be the plan of action, the

strategy and the structure of the overall procedure to gain more knowledge of a

specific problem or a specific aspect of the society. Plan includes overall scheme or

programme of research, while the term structured means a guiding model that

regulates the operationalization of the variables, the terms strategy refers to the

methods to be used to gather and analyze the data. The design structured for this

study is descriptive. Because the aim of descriptive research design is to interpret

and explain the problem on the basis of collected facts. The purpose of this research

design is to provide description of an individual, nature and causes of the problem

under investigation, i.e. juvenile in conflict with the law.  This study describes the

causal factors leading juveniles to be in conflict with the law.

Objectives of the study

1. To identify the insights about the personal and family background of the

juveniles in under the conflict with the law in Tamil Nadu.

2. To explore the nature of offences and charges committed by juveniles such

as offence against person, property, etc.,

3. To analyse the role of family and other agencies for the cause of juveniles

who are charged committing the offence.

4. To find out the institutional life of the juveniles and their opinion on the

services provided in the institutions for their care and rehabilitation
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Area of the study

The area of study is covered the eight observation homes and one special

home located in the State of Tamil Nadu viz. 1.Chennai, 2.Tirunelveli,

3.Thanjavur, 4.Tiruchirapalli, 5.Salem, 6.Cuddalore, 7.Madurai, 8.Coimbatore and

one special home situated at Chengalpet. These eight observation homes housed

juveniles from the neighboring districts of throughout the Tamil Nadu viz,

Table-3.1

Location of observation homes and jurisdiction of the board covered in
the group of nearest districts

Sl
No

Location Jurisdiction of the Board Place of sitting Juvenile
Justice Board

1 Chennai
Chennai, Thiruvallur,

Kancheepuram and Vellor
Districts

Government Observation
Home for Boys & Girls,
No.300, Purasaiwakkam,

Chennai-600 010

2 Tirunelveli
Tirunelveli, Thoothukudi
and Kanyakumari District

Government Observation
Home for Boys & Girls, NGO

‘B’ Colony, Melapalayam
(post), Tirunelveli-627 003

3 Thanjavur
Thanjavur, Nagapattinam
and Thiruvarur District

Government Observation
Home for Boys & Girls,

Government Children home
premises, VOC Nagar,

Thanjavur-613

4 Salem
Salem, Dharmapuri,

Krishnagiri and Namakkal
Districts

Government Observation
Home for Boys & Girls,
District court compound,

Yercard Road, Hasthampatti,
Salem-636 007

5 Cuddalore
Cuddalore, Villupuram and
Tiruvannamalai Districts

Government Observation
Home for Boys & Girls,

Radhakalyanamandapam,
No.9, Beach Road,
Cuddalore-607 001
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6 Tiruchirapalli
Tiruchirapalli, Karur,

Perambalur, Ariyalur and
Pudukottai Districts

Government Observation
Home for Boys & Girls,

No.34, East Bouleward Road,
Tiruchy – 620 002

7 Madurai

Madurai, Dindigul,Theni,
Sivgangai, Virudhunagar

and Ramanatha puram
Districts

Government Observation
Home for Boys & Girls, under
Madurai Children Aid Society,

No. 164, Ramnad Road,
(Kamarajar Road),
Madurai-625 009

8 Coimbatore
Coimbatore, Tirupur,
Erode and the Nilgiris

Districts

Government Observation
Home for Boys & Girls, under

Discharged Prisoner’s Aid
Society, No.1093, 1094,

Avinasi Road, Pappanaickan
palayam, Coimbatore- 641 037

9 Chengalpattu.

Convicted children from
the Observation Homes for

Care and Rehabilitation
Services (Formal education

and vocational training)

Government Special Home for
Boys, GST Road,(Near  Taluk

Office Compound),
Chengalpattu.

(Source: Directorate of Social Defense, 2013)

Tamil Nadu Profile-The fascinating state of Tamil Nadu is the emerging

hub of technology and modern lifestyle in India. Home to several ancient

monuments and temples, destinations in Tamil Nadu are very popular among tourist

from all over the world. Tamil Nadu is one of the most developed states of India

with 44% of its population living in urban areas. With a population of 74,319,357,

Tamil Nadu is seventh most populous state in India. The state witnessed a growth of

15.6% in its population between years 2001 to 2011. In this decade, there is an

increase of 4% in population of Tamil Nadu in comparison to last decade of 1991-

2001. Currently Tamil Nadu is home to 74 million people in India. Every year

Tamil Nadu adds 1.5% more people to its population which is considered as a
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decent growth as compared to other states of India. The capital city of Chennai is

home to nearly 5 million in the state. According to Census of India 2011, total

Population of Tamil Nadu was estimated to be 72,138,958. This figure further went

up to 73,221,042 in year 2012.

Current Population of Tamil Nadu in 2013

Current Population of Tamil Nadu in 2013 is estimated to be 74,319,357 (7.4

Crore). The state also maintains a good sex ratio of 995 females for every 1000

males. Tamil Nadu is one of the top states of India as far as education is concerned.

Out of total population, 80% of people in Tamil Nadu are literates.

Population of Tamil Nadu in Year 2012

Total population of Tamil Nadu was 73,221,042. The state added another 1

million people to its large population in the year 2012. The sex ratio was recorded at

995 while literacy rate was above 80percentinTamilNadu

Growth of Population in Tamilnadu

Going by the current figures, Population of Tamil Nadu is growing at a rapid

rate. In the last 10 years, the state population has witnessed a growth of 15.6% to its

total population. Population of Tamil Nadu has doubled in the last 60 years; from a

small figure of 30 million in 1951, it currently stands at 74 million in 2013.

Comparing it with other states of India, Growth of Population in Tamil Nadu is not

alarming but decent. Every year, Tamil Nadu adds 1 million more people to its

population.
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Map – 1

India Map
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Map – 2

Tamilnadu Geographical Profile
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Geographical Location of homes in Tamil Nadu
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Literacy Rate in Tamilnadu

Tamil Nadu is one of the top performing states in terms of Literacy rate in

India. The state has shown decent improvement in its literacy rate in the last 10

years beginning from 2001. More than 80% of the total population in Tamil Nadu is

literates, this figure is far better than national average of 74% in India. Government

of Tamil Nadu has played a vital role in providing a better education system in the

rural as well as urban areas of the state.

Population by religion in Tamilnadu

Hinduism is most dominant religion in Tamil Nadu with over 88% of the

total population is Hindus. Christians and Muslims together form the rest proportion

of population in the state. People of other origin and culture are mainly based in city

of Chennai. Hindu, Muslim and Christian festivals are celebrated with great

devotion and fun in Tamil Nadu. Tamil is the official language of the state. English

and Hindi are also widely spoken in Tamil Nadu.

(Tamil Nadu, From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia retrieved from

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tamil_Nadu).

Pilot Study

After selecting the homes for an in-depth study, the researcher went to

Madurai government observation home for getting preliminary information towards

the personal and family background, nature of offences, charges etc with in

committed by juveniles, causes of offences charged with, committed by children.
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Role of family and other agencies for the cause of juvenile come in under the

conflict with the law and institutional life of the juveniles and their opinion on the

services provided in the institutions for their care and rehabilitation. During the

period on 25th June 2013 observations and informal discussions with different age

group up to 18 years old children come in under the conflict with the law in the

home were done. This field visit helped the researcher in formulating the structured

interview schedule properly.

Sampling

Table - 3.2

Observation home wise distribution of the respondents

Sl No Place of Home Number of
Respondents

Percentage

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

Chennai

Cuddalore

Salem

Coimbatore

Thanjavur

Tiruchirapalli

Madurai

Tirunelveli

Chengalpet Secial home

26

14

21

8

4

7

32

19

17

17.5

9.5

14.2

5.5

2.8

4.7

21.6

12.8

11.4

Total 148 100 %

The list and address of eight observation homes and one special home source

was collected from the department of social defense in Chennai. All the 8

observation homes and 1 special home in Tamilnadu, were selected for present
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study and all the children were selected for interview, numbering 148 were

considered. at the time of investigation. The study was conducted by census

method.

Tool for data collection

The structured interview schedule was preferred for collecting primary data

because a sizeable proportion of the respondents from the rural areas are illiterates

and dropouts from the school and hence they are unable to use a questionnaire.

Another reason for administrating the pretested interview schedule was that the

interaction during the interview would facilitate several classifications, observations

of the free flow of responses and the feelings and reactions of the respondents.

Keeping this in mind an extensive interview schedule was prepared. The interview

schedule contained the areas such as personal and family particulars, occupational

particulars of their parents, nature of offence charge for committed by the juveniles,

role of family and other agencies for the cause of deviant behaviour among the

children and institutional life experience of the children and their opinion etc., and it

was used to collect information from each respondent. Before finalizing the

interview schedule pretest was conducted and interview schedule was used to

collect information from selected respondents from Madurai observation home.

This has helped the researcher to make necessary corrections in the interview

schedule. In addition to this, the researcher gathered information through informal

group discussions and also through observation.
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Secondary Data

The secondary data were collected from different sources such as books,

journals, documents and newspapers to substantiate the primary data and to add

validity to the analysis. Information was also collected from the records of the

District Crime Records Bureau, Madurai observation home, Department of social

defense at Chennai,   BPR&D website and also internet sources.

Analysis and Interpretation

The quantitative data collected from the respondents through interview

schedule were applied in the SPSS software package. The data were then codified

and processed by the SPSS package. The simple and two way tables were prepared

and statistical treatment was made for each table. The qualitative information

collected through field diary and observation was analyzed manually taking in to

consideration of the objectives of the study. Accordingly an analysis was made.

Limitations

In this study the researcher had faced some difficulties during the initial

stage of the project. No prior permission provided by staff of all the observation

homes to meet the children who have charges with in committed the offence against

person and property. Hence, the researcher went to meet the Commissioner of

Social Defense to collect data from eight observation homes and one special home

for interview from the children detained in above said institutions. After getting the

permission the researcher visited the homes for data collection from the children, it

was difficult to travel to nine major cities throughout Tamil Nadu.
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The researcher had visited observation homes for the purpose of interviewing

the children. Very little number of the respondents initially refused charges against

them and also they did not co-operate during the interview. This was overcome by

the researcher and showed a friendly approach to the children who were alleged to

have committed the offence.  It should be also noted that a few children may have

confessed their offence due to fear. The other drawback in the study was that incase

the researcher had clarifications regarding the interview, the possibility of meeting

that particular child a second time was found to be low. This can be due to the

release of the child due to bail.

Director of Social Defense, Chennai has granted permission to collect data

from Juveniles with subject to the following conditions

1. The data collection should be done in the presence of the superintendents or

staff deputed by the superintendent of the home.

2. That the data collection shall wholly be on social issues concerning the

problems of children and shall not disclose  the names or the other identities

of the children of the institutions

3. The children should not be photographed and other matter regarding them

published

4. The information collected from the homes shall be kept confidential.

Chapterisation

The introductory chapter covers the meaning, significance, theoretical and

legal explanation of the juvenile in conflict with the law.
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The second chapter presents the review of various studies based on juvenile

delinquency. The third chapter explains the methodology adopted for this study.

The fourth chapter discusses the personal and family background of the

juveniles. The fifth chapter explores the nature of offences and charged with,

committed by juveniles

The sixth chapter to analyses the role of family and other agencies for cause

of juvenile charges with in conflict with the law. The final chapter finds out the

institutional life of the juveniles and their opinion on the services provided in the

institutions for their care and rehabilitation.

The last chapter is the concluding part with the major findings, conclusion

and suggestions.
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Chapter – IV

Socio-Economic Background of the Juveniles

The problem of juvenile delinquency is complex and as old as the society

itself. However, it draws the serious attention of governments only during the 20th

century. Although various programmes have been launched to tackle the problem, It

is therefore, necessary to explore those socio-economic characteristics of juveniles

who come in under the conflict with the law which separate them from the normal

children.

The present chapter focuses on the socio-economic background of the

juveniles and also their family. The important indicators of socio-economic

background in this study includes sex, age, educational level, religion, caste, place

of birth, past occupation, type and size of family, parent’s occupation and parent’s

availability etc. of the respondents.

Table – 4.1
Age group and gender wise distribution of the respondents

Sl.
No Age group

Gender
Total

Male Female
No % No % No %

1
6-10
% within Age group

1
100.0%

0.7
0

0.0%
0.0

1
100.0%

0.7

2
11-15
% within Age group

29
96.7%

20.1
1

3.3%
25.0

30
100.0%

20.3

3
16-18
% within Age group

114
97.4%

79.2
3

2.6%
75.0

117
100.0%

79.1

Total
% within Gender

144
97.3%

100.0
4

2.7%
100.0

148
100.0%

100.0
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The above table presents the age group and gender wise distribution of the

respondents. The age group starts from 6 years and ends up to 18 years. These age

limitation also amended by Juvenile Justice (Care & Protection of Children)

Act.2000. It is seen from the table that the major gender was found to be male

(96.7%) respondents among the age group between 11-15 years. At the same time

97.4 percent of male children belong to the age group of 16-18. In fact, as the age

increases anti-social activities also increases by male children. Contrary to this fact

the reality in the study is that, out of the only 1 child fall among age group between

6-10 category of the total numbers of respondents (148), 29 respondents came from

age group of 11-15 years and also over whelming majority of the respondents

(97.4%) among the age group between 16-18 years. It was found out only 4 female

children were seen among the total respondents. 3 female children came from 16-18

years only 1 girl child among the 11-15 years.

It is found out from the above analysis that over whelming majority of the

respondents belongs to 16-18 years are male.
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Table 4.2

Distribution of respondents according to their educational status and

place of residence

Sl. No Educational Status

Place of residence
Total

Rural Urban

No % No % No %

1 Illiterate
% within Educational
status

5
55.6%

7.8
4

44.4%
4.8

9
100.0%

6.1

2 Primary Level
% within Educational
status

13
28.3%

20.3
33

71.7%
39.3

46
100.0%

31.1

3 Secondary level
% within Educational
status

33
47.1%

51.6
37

52.9%
44.0

70
100.0%

47.3

4 Matriculation level
% within Educational
status

12
57.1%

18.8
9

42.9%
10.7

21
100.0%

14.2

5 Diploma/Degree
% within Educational
status

1
50.0%

1.6
1

50.0%
1.2

2
100.0%

1.4

Total
% within Native place

64
43.2%

100.0
84

56.8%
100.0

148
100.0%

100.0

As we know education plays an important role in the formation of behaviour

pattern particularly among the children at the earlier stages. Here it is interesting to

know the relationship of education with the place of residence of the respondents.

Out of the total 6.1 percent of the respondents are illiterates and among them 55.6

percent of the respondents belongs to rural areas as their place of residence and 44.4

percent of the illiterates are from urban areas. Among the children who have

attained education level up to primary schooling, mostly (71.1 percent) belong to

urban area place followed by 28.3 percent in the rural area. Children having
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education up to secondary level are mostly from urban area (52.9 percent) and

remaining 47.1 percent of them are from area as their place of residence. The

respondents who had educational level up to metric level are found in majority

(57.1 percent) of the children come from rural places remaining 42.9 percent of the

respondents are from urban place. Out of each one child among the total number of

respondents who have attained educational level up to degree/ Diploma level is

from rural and urban respectively.
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So we may say from the above discussion that common majority of the

respondents belong to urban area as place of residence. Respondents who have

either educational level of primary and secondary education mostly belong to rural

and urban area as their place of residence.

Family structure plays a vital role in the behaviour formation of the child.

Traditionally we have joint family system in India but the process of urbanization

and industrialization has adversely affected this system both structurally and

functionally and also large size of family is also considered as one of the important

factors of deviant behaviour expressed by some sociologists. Size of family is

strongly linked with poverty as overcrowding leads to inadequacy or insufficiency

among the family members. It is also found that the large size of family leads to

lack of attention, less control and deprivation of affection from the parents which in

turn increases proneness to conflict with law. Gluecks (1962) has stated that

crowding of the home contribute to the evolution of the traits of acquisitiveness as

well as to the development of destructive sadistic trends and low verbal intelligence.

The data about relationship between type and size of family of the respondents is

presented below:
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Table - 4.3

Distribution of respondents according to their type and size of the family

The above table describes the relationship between the type and size of the

families of the respondents. The data reveals that the majority of the respondents

(61.9 percent) hailed from nuclear families are below 4 members and 37.4 percent

of the children’s families have 5-7 members in their family. On the other hand, 50

percent of the respondents are hailed from families of 5-7 members or above 8

members. Out of the total number of respondents in the present study, among them

only 5 respondents are not applicable to this analysis. Those children are brought up

Sl.
No

Type of
Family

Size of the family

TotalBelow 4
Members

5-7
members

Above 8
members

NA (Grown
up in

children
home)

No % No % No % No % No %

1

Nuclear
family
% within
Nuclear
family

86
61.9
%

98.9
52

37.4
%

96.3
0

0.0%
0.0

1
0.7%

20.0
139

100.0
%

93.9

2
Joint family
% within
joint family

0
0.0%

0.0
2

50.0
%

3.7
2

50.0
%

100.
0

0
0.0%

0.0
4

100.0
%

2.7

3

NA (Grown
up in
children
home)

1
20.0
%

1.1
0

0.0%
0.0

0
0.0%

0.0
4

80.0
%

80.0
5

100.0
%

3.4

Total
% within
size of the
family

87
58.8
%

100.
0

54
36.5
%

100.
0

2
1.4%

100.
0

5
3.4%

100.
0

148
100.0

%

100.
0
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by children homes because; they did not have parents/guardian before they came to

the home.

So it may be concluded that majority of the respondents belong to nuclear

families who have below 4 members available in their family. It is also clear from

the discussion that nuclear families are more conducive to deviant behaviour

formation among the children.

Religion as a social institution has important consequences for the life style

of the individual as it helps in establishing social and ethical values of its own kind

among its followers. Religion also plays important role in shaping the behaviour of

the individual. Keeping in view all these factors, religion as a variable has been

categorized in four categories viz. Hindu, Christian and Muslims.

Table – 4.4

Religion wise distribution of the respondents

Religion No. of respondents Percent

Hindu 118 79.7

Christian 16 10.8

Muslim 14 9.5

Total 148 100.0

The table 4.4 reveals that majority of the respondents (79.7 percent) belong

to Hindu religion, 10.8 percent of them come from Christian religion and a little

number of children (only 9.5 percent) belongs to Muslims. It was concluded from

the above analysis that overwhelming majority of the children belongs to Hindu
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families. So on the basis of above analysis; we may be able to conclude that Hindus

societies are more delinquency prone because majority of the population in Tamil

Nadu is of Hindus. So from the above analysis one cannot reach at any definite

conclusion to establish relationship between religion and delinquent behavior.

Srinivas (1992), Dube (1967) and Weber (1958) argued that Indian

population is predominantly caste oriented and the influence of caste on the

individual is strong. It has been one of the most important elements in defining the

role and status of the individual and allotment of occupation in the Indian social

structure. It also establishes its own kind of working and living values among its

members. Traditionally, because of this very reason one finds socio-economic

difference between one caste and another caste. In the present study, the affiliation

of the respondents have been classified in four main categories viz. Scheduled caste,

Backward caste, Most backward caste and others.

Table - 4.5

Caste wise distribution of the respondents

Caste No. of respondents Percent

Scheduled caste 36 24.3

Backward caste 40 27.0

Most Backward caste 45 30.4

Others 27 18.2

Total 148 100.0

It is evident from the table 4.2 that majority of the respondents belong to

most backward caste (30.4 percent) followed by backward caste (27 percent),

remaining 24.3 come from scheduled caste and 18.2 percent of respondents belong
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to other caste category. The anticipation that the children of lower castes develop

anti – social tendencies more frequently is not true in the case of present study. The

data clearly shows that the respondents belonging to Backward Caste and Most

Backward Caste categories constitute a significant part of the sample. The findings

of the present study also confirm the findings of Mishra (1994) and Sarkar (1987)

that juvenile delinquency is more prevalent among the people of high castes than

the lower castes and other caste categories.

Education plays a significant role in the formation of character and

personality of the child. Education is an important right of the child of which he has

been generally deprived of. Keeping in view all these facts, an attempt has been

made here to study the educational level of the respondents have been categories as

illiterate, primary, up to secondary, matriculation and degree level. The table below

indicates the position of educational level of the respondents.

Table - 4.6

Educational status of the respondents

Educational Status No. of respondents Percent

Illiterate 9 6.1

Primary Level 46 31.1

Secondary level 70 47.3

Matriculation level 21 14.2

Diploma/ Degree 2 1.4

Total 148 100.0

The data pertaining to education is presented in the table given above. The

table shows that 9(6.1 percent) respondents are illiterates, forty six (31.1 percent)
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respondents studied up to primary education; seventy (47.3 percent) respondents are

up to secondary education, 21 (14.2 percent) respondent's studied up to metric level.

Only 2 (1.4 percent) respondents are also reached a diploma/ Degree level.

The data highlights the majority of the juveniles (47.3 percent) had education

only up to secondary level.

Place of living exercise quite an intense influence on the individual

behaviour. Indian society is predominantly of rural character. Where in around 76

percent of the population lives in rural areas. It becomes necessary to study the

children in relation to their locality. For the purpose of the study, the locality of

family of respondents has been classified in two categories i.e. rural and urban

background

Table - 4.7

Native place of the respondents

This data also found that 64(43.2 percent) respondents are from rural areas

and 84 (56.8 percent) respondents are from urban areas. So this data reveals that

majority of the respondents hail from urban areas. The researcher observed that

when interviewed from the children who are mostly come from slums in urban

Native Place No. of respondents Percent

Rural 64 43.2

Urban 84 56.8

Total 148 100.0
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areas. The present study is not supported to the common assumption, because the

researcher already above said that Indian society is predominantly of rural

character. Where in around 76 percent of the population lives in rural areas.

In this table the nature of activities undertaken by the respondents before

they came to the home as a profession and calling to get livelihood are described.

The knowledge of past occupation of the respondents is significant because the past

experiences of the individual play motivational role in selecting the new occupation.

Table - 4.8

Distribution of respondents according to their status position when, before

they came to the home

The above table gives the distribution of the respondents according to their

status position, before brought to the home. It is surprising to note that 27 percent of

the respondents are studying before kept to in the home. The others include child

laborers employing in business establishments and construction work (63.5%),

house hold work (4.1). Only 5.4 percent of the respondents are truant activities

themselves away from school and work.

Status position when before came to the home No. of respondents Percent

Studying 40 27.0

House hold work 6 4.1

Employed 94 63.5

Truancy 8 5.4

Total 148 100.0
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As per the above table, majority of the respondents employing child laborers

work in business establishments and also in building constructions. In fact every

child deserves to have a happy family life and love and affection of both parents.

The absence of parents (both or either one) leads to child negligence, abuse and

deviancy. The children with both living parents are likely to have a better parental

care and opportunities for developing a better future without experiencing

impairments and miseries of life. Further the death or long illnesses of parents

loosen the control over children. The information regarding parental availability has

been presented in table below.

Table - 4.9

Parents’ availability of the respondents

Whom is not alive (Parents) No. of respondents Percent

Single parents with mother 26 17.6

Single parents with father 16 10.8

Lose of both parents(Living with guardian) 11 7.4

Parents (Both are alive) 95 64.2

Total 148 100.0

A vast majority (64.2 percent) of the respondents who have been charges

with committed the offences came from families consisting of both parents (Father

and Mother). 17.6 percent of them were brought up by their mother, while 10.8

percent of the respondents were brought up by their fathers. Only 11 among the 148

children are reported to have lost of both parents.
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It is found out from the study that most of the respondents hail from the

normal family, nurtured by both the parents. So the findings of the present study are

in consistency with the findings of Gorden (1962) that 30 to 60 percent of

respondents belong to broken families. Besides the number of children are more

among the families with both parents alive. Perhaps here, lack of orderliness in the

families leads to non-confirmative character formation among the children.

Orderliness includes character of parents, smooth family relationship, systematic

household work and family pride and prestige.

This table describes the distribution of respondents according to separation of

their parents. A broken family is also a major key factor of juvenile in conflict with

the law. It will also be pertinent to know the relationship between the broken

families and also juvenile in conflict with the law.

Table - 4.10

Distribution of respondents according to their parents’ separation

Parents’ separation No. of respondents Percent

Yes 12 8.1

No 83 56.1

Not applicable 53 35.8

Total 148 100.0

So it has been observed that majority (56.1 percent) of the children are living

with their both parents (Father and Mother), who shared a cordial relationship

between them before the respondents were brought to the homes, only 8.1 percent
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of the children’s parents are separated. So these children are prone to be more

vulnerable to anti-social activities because of the lack in care and support caused by

their parent’s separation. Remaining 35.8 percent of the respondents are not

applicable to above the data, because they had either lost one or both of their

parents. Among the 35.8 percent of the respondents, 17.6 percent have lost fathers,

while 10.8 percent have lost their mothers and the rest have lost both parents (7.4

percent).

The data highlights that majority of the respondents are those who have been

living with both their parents.

The occupational details of parents of children in conflict with the law are

presented below.

Table - 4.11

Distribution of respondents according to their parents’ occupation

Parents occupation No. of respondents Percent

Government employee 2 1.4

Private sector 23 15.5

Agriculture and related with 4 2.7

Coolie (Non agricultural) 103 69.6

Not applicable 16 10.8

Total 148 100.0

It is surprising to note that only 2 (1.4 percent) children come from decent

family back ground with their parents in government service. Nearly 16 percent of
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the children have their parents employed in a private sector. Only around 3 percent

of the children come from families of agricultural back ground. Nearly 70 percent

of the children are the wards of wage earners. 16 children among the total number

of the respondents, 11 children’s have lost their parents and these children are

grown up in children homes and do house hold work at the homes of wealthy

people. Only 5 children reported that their parents are unemployed.

It has been pointed out that majority of the children are the wards of wage

earners.

The following table gives us information about the educational status of

parents of respondents.

Table - 4.12

Distribution of respondents on the basis of educational
status of their parents

Parents educational status No. of respondents Percent

Illiterate 43 29.1

Primary 62 41.9

Secondary 17 11.5

Higher secondary 12 8.1

Higher education 4 2.7

(Grown up by children home/I don’t know) 10 6.8

Total 148 100.0

The children reported that nearly 30 percent of the parents of the respondents

are illiterates. Sixty two (41.9 percent) respondents’ parents studied up to primary

education, 17 (11.5 percent) parents of the respondents completed secondary

education, remaining 8.1 percent have studied higher secondary and around 3
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percent have reached higher education but failed to continue. Only 10 (6.8 percent)

respondents are grown up by guardian since their birth i.e., children’s home,

relatives family and doers of house hold work at homes of wealthy people.

The present study also supports the common assumption, because, most of

the parents of the respondents studied up to primary level education. The above

analysis reveals that majority of the children’s parents studied up to primary level.

It also gives us information about a relationship between the primary education and

deviant behaviour among the children.

The economic position of the family plays an important role in the

development and shaping of behaviour of its members particularly children. A

family with rich background keeps better resources for proper future development

of its children. The children of poor families cannot think of opportunities which are

availed by rich families. Therefore, in the absence of resources children of poor

families are likely to be neglected and abused which may further leads to anti-social

behaviour among the children. The economic conditions of the families of children

are discussed below in the table.

Table - 4.13

Distribution of respondents on the basis of economic condition of their
parents

Parents economic condition No. of respondents Percent

Poor 61 41.2

Normal 69 46.6

Rich 8 5.4

Not applicable 10 6.8

Total 148 100.0
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As far as distribution of respondents based on economic condition of parents

of the respondents, the table indicates that nearly 42 percent of the children come

from poor economic condition of their parents (or) family. Around 47 percent of the

children belong to normal economic condition of their parents (or) family and only

5.4 percent come from rich back ground. Nearly 7 percent of them are not

applicable to above the data because, those children are brought up by children

homes, relative’s family and doers of house hold work at the homes of wealthy

people.

The present study also supports the common assumption. It has concluded

that majority of the respondents come from poor and normal economic condition of

their parents (or) family.

The socio-economic information of the respondent’s family reveals that they

are economically and educationally backward. Economically their parents

depending more on daily wages, the most of the respondents had education up to

secondary level and also respondents are mostly have been doing child labour work

at construction and small shops when and before charged with the offence. Most of

them have come from urban areas and another majority of the respondents have

from Hindu families while most of them belong to most backward community.
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Chapter-V

Nature of offences and charges committed by the Juveniles

Any type of law violation by a juvenile under Indian penal code, criminal

procedure code and local acts are treated as an offence. So, here it is important to

know about the nature of the offences and charges with committed by the juveniles.

The offences alleged to have been committed by the juveniles have been classified

in to six categories, i.e. murder/attempt to murder, theft, rape/attempt to rape,

dacoity, assault and eve-teasing. The nature of offences, charges and also

respondent’s age, community, educational status, place of residence and etc, are

given.

Table - 5.1

Age group and nature of offences charges which are committed by the

respondents

Sl.
No

Age
Group

Nature of Offence

TotalMurder (or)
Attempt
Murder

Theft
Rape or

Attempt to
Rape

Dacoity Assault Eve
Teasing

No % No % No % No % No % No No %

1

6-10
% within

Age
group

0
0.0%

0.0
1

100.0%
1.0

0
0.0%

0.0
0

0.0%
0.0

0
0.0%

0.0
0

0.0%
0.0

1
100.0%

0.7

2

11-15
% within

Age
group

0
0.0%

0.0
26

86.7%
27.1

0
0.0%

0.0
0

0.0%
0.0

3
10.0%

12.0
1

3.3%
50.0

30
100.0%

20.3

3

16-18
% within

Age
group

15
12.8%

100.0
69

59.0%
71.9

6
5.1%

100.0
4

3.4%
100.0

22
18.8%

88.0
1

0.9%
50.0

117
100.0%

79.1

Total
% within
Nature of
offence

15
10.1%

100.0
96

64.9%
100.0

6
4.1%

100.0
4

2.7%
100.0

25
16.9%

100.0
2

1.4%
100.

0
148

100.0%
100.

0
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The inference is drawn from the above table for the purpose of analyzing the

relationship between age group and the nature of offences and charges with

committed by the respondents. The age groups are divided in to three categories 6-

10, 11-15 and 16-18. It is seen from the table that majority (86.7 percent) of the

respondents are among the age group of 11-15 years and have been booked under

the case of theft. Nearly 60 percent of the respondents also belonging to 16-18 years

have been indulged in theft. Only 1 child belongs to 6-10 years who is booked

under the theft case among the total number of respondents. All the (15 numbers)

male children belonging to 16-18 years have been booked under the case of murder

(or) attempt to murder and also all the children (6 numbers) of age between 16-18

years has been indulged in rape (or) attempt to rape cases. Nearly 19 percent of the

children belong to 16-18 years have been booked under the assault cases, only 3.4

percent are under dacoit and each one of the respondents that belong to 11-15 and

16-18 years have been booked under the eve-teasing.

The researcher could conclude from the above table that majority of the

respondents have been booked under the theft and all the male children that belong

to 16-18 years have been charged under murder and rape cases.
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Table - 5.2

Community and nature of offences charges which are committed by the respondents

Sl
No

Community

Nature of Offence

TotalMurder or
Attempt
Murder

Theft
Rape or

Attempt to
Rape

Dacoity Assault Eve teasing

No % No % No % No % No % No % No %

1 SC/ST
% within
community

3
8.3%

20.0
23

63.9%
24.0

2
5.6%

33.3
1

2.8%
25.0

7
19.4%

28.0
0

0.0%
0.0

36
100.0%

24.3

2 BC
% within
community

8
20.0%

53.3
20

50.0%
20.8

4
10.0%

66.7
2

5.0%
50.0

5
12.5%

20.0
1

2.5%
50.0

40
100.0%

27.0

3 MBC
% within
community

2
4.4%

13.3
32

71.1%
33.3

0
0.0%

0.0
1

2.2%
25.0

9
20.0%

36.0
1

2.2%
50.0

45
100.0%

30.4

4 Others
% within
community

2
7.4%

13.3
21

77.8%
21.9

0
0.0%

0.0
0

0.0%
0.0

4
14.8%

16.0
0

0.0%
0.0

27
100.0%

18.2

Total
% within
nature of
offence

15
10.1%

100.0
96

64.9%
100.0

6
4.1%

100.0
4

2.7%
100.0

25
16.9%

100.0
2

1.4%
100.0

148
100.0%

100.0
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The above table articulates the relationship between caste and nature of

offences and charges with committed by the children i.e. how far caste is important

in determining the nature of offence. The table shows that among the children of

scheduled castes, 63.9 percent are charges under the offences like theft, assault

cases (19.4 percent), murder/ attempt to murder (8.3 percent), rape/ attempt to rape

cases (5.6 percent) and dacoity (2.8 percent). The children from backward castes are

expressed that involved in the theft cases (50 percent), murder/ attempt to murder

(20 percent), assault cases (12.5 percent), rape/ attempt to rape (10 percent) and

dacoity (5 percent), only 1 child has been indulged in eve-teasing cases. As far as

the children of most back ward castes are concerned, it was found that 71.1 percent

of the respondents are engaged in offences like theft, followed by assault cases (20

percent), murder/ attempt to murder (44 percent) and also each one of the

respondents has been booked under the dacoity and eve- teasing cases. Among the

children who are belong to other caste categories, most (77.8 percent) of the

respondents are indulge in theft followed by assault (14.8 percent) and murder/

attempt to murder also (7.4 percent).

So on the basis of above analysis we may conclude that charges with

offences like stealing are more common among the children of most back ward

caste while charges the offences also like murder/ attempt to murder and rape are

common among the back ward caste children. Likewise dacoity and assault are

mostly common almost among all the castes.
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Table - 5.3

Educational Status and nature of offences charges which are committed by the respondents

Sl.
No Educational Status

Nature of Offence

TotalMurder or
Attempt to

Murder
Theft

Rape or
Attempt to

Rape
Dacoity Assault Eve teasing

No % No % No % No % No % No % No %

1
Illiterate
% within

Educational Status

1
11.1%

6.7
7

77.8%
7.3

1
11.1%

16.7
0

0.0%
0.0

0
0.0%

0.0
0

0.0%
0.0

9
100.0%

6.1

2
Primary Level

% within
Educational Status

3
6.5%

20.0
33

71.7%
34.4

2
4.3%

33.3
1

2.2%
25.0

7
15.2%

28.0
0

0.0%
0.0

46
100.0%

31.1

3

Secondary level
% within

Educational Status
6

8.6%
40.0

49
70.0%

51.0
2

2.9%
33.3

1
1.4%

25.0
11

15.7%
44.0

1
1.4%

50.0
70

100.0%
47.3

4
Matriculation level

% within
Educational Status

4
19.0%

26.7
7

33.3%
7.3

1
4.8%

16.7
2

9.5%
50.0

6
28.6%

24.0
1

4.8%
50.0

21
100.0%

14.2

5
Diplomo/Degeree

% within
Educational Status

1
50.0%

6.7
0

0.0%
0.0

0
0.0%

0.0
0

0.0%
0.0

1
50.0%

4.0
0

0.0%
0.0

2
100.0%

1.4

Total
% within Nature of

offence

15
10.1%

100.0
96

64.9%
100.0

6
4.1%

100.0
4

2.7%
100.0

25
16.9%

100.0
2

1.4%
100.0

148
100.0%

100.0
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As we know that education plays an important role in the formation of

behavioural pattern particularly among the children at the earlier stages. Here it is

interesting to know the relationship of education with nature of offences charged

with committed by respondents. The table clearly indicates that among the illiterates

children who have charges with involved in murder are 11.1 percent, charges under

theft cases are more common (77.8 percent), followed by sex offences like rape and

attempt to rape (11.1 percent), among the children who have attained education

level up to primary schooling, normally (6.5 percent) charges with involved in

murder (or) attempt to murder, mostly 71.7 percent are registered under the theft

cases, followed by sex offences like rape or attempt or attempt to rape (4.3 percent)

and 15.2 percent alleged to have committed the offences under the dacoity. Children

having education up to secondary level examination are normally charged under the

offences like murder (or) attempt murder (8.6 percent), mostly (70 percent) booked

under the involved in theft, sex offences like rape (2.9 percent) and assault (15.7

percent). The children who had education up to matriculation are found to be

booked under murder / attempt to murder (19 percent), commonly theft are 33.3

percent, sex offences like rape (4.8 percent) and only 2 charges under the offences

like dacoity and 1 child was alleged to involved in eve-teasing.

So we may say from the above discussion that booked under the offences

like theft are also most common among the children who have education up to

primary level or secondary. While charges under the cases of rape, murder and

assault offences are mostly common among the children who have education of

secondary and matric level.



110

Table - 5.4

Place of residence and nature of offences charges which are committed by the respondents

Sl.
No

Place of
Residence

Nature of Offence

TotalMurder or
Attempt
Murder

Theft
Rape or

Attempt to
Rape

Dacoity Assault Eve teasing

No % No % No % No % No % No % No %

1

Rural
% within
place of

residence

7
10.9%

46.7
41

64.1%
42.7

5
7.8%

83.3
2

3.1%
50.0

8
12.5%

32.0
1

1.6%
50.0

64
100.0%

43.2

2

Urban
% within
place of

residence

8
9.5%

53.3
55

65.5%
57.3

1
1.2%

16.7
2

2.4%
50.0

17
20.2%

68.0
1

1.2%
50.0

84
100.0%

56.8

Total
% within
nature of
offence

15
10.1%

100.0
96

64.9%
100.0

6
4.1%

100.0
4

2.7%
100.0

25
16.9%

100.0
2

1.4%
100.0

148
100.0%

100.0
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The above table depicts relationship between the place of residence and

nature of offences and charges with committed by the respondents. Place of living

exercise quite an intense influence on the individuals’ behaviour. Indian society is

predominantly of rural character, wherein around 76 percent of the population lives

in rural areas. Various experts have studied the locality of the family to find out its

relation with the delinquency. Shaw and McKay (1932) found the delinquents came

from particular areas called delinquent areas. The children irrespective of their place

of residence indulge in similar offences. The data reveals that the children from

rural areas have charges with involved in offences like murder (10.9 percent), most

(64.1 percent) of the children have been charged with the offence of stealing, sex

offences like rape (7.8 percent), assault (12.5 percent) and 2 children charged with

the offences of dacoity and only 1 for eve-teasing. On the other hand, children from

urban areas are booked under the offences like murder (9.5 percent), though

children have charges in other cases like rape, dacoity and eve-teasing.

So it may be concluded that majority of the children both in rural and urban

areas have been charged with the offence of stealing, even though there are a few

number of children who are charges under the offences like murder, rape and other

cases.
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Table - 5.5
Monthly income of their parents/guardian and nature of offences charged which are committed by the respondents

Sl.
No

Income of
Parents/Guardian(Per

Month)

Nature of Offence

TotalMurder or
Attempt
Murder

Theft
Rape or

Attempt to
Rape

Dacoity Assault Eve Teasing

No % No % No % No % No % No % No %

1
1000 – 2000
% within monthly
income

0
0.0%

0.0
5

83.3%
5.2

1
16.7%

16.7
0

0.0%
0.0

0
0.0%

0.0
0

0.0%
0.0

6
100.0%

4.1

2
2000 – 3000
% within monthly
income

2
7.7%

13.3
22

84.6%
22.9

0
0.0%

0.0
0

0.0%
0.0

2
7.7%

8.0
0

0.0%
0.0

26
100.0%

17.6

3
3000 – 4000
% within monthly
income

3
7.0%

20.0
23

53.5%
24.0

3
7.0%

50.0
2

4.7%
50.0

12
27.9%

48.0
0

0.0%
0.0

43
100.0%

29.1

4
Above 4000
% within monthly
income

9
13.6%

60.0
40

60.6%
41.7

2
3.0%

33.3
2

3.0%
50.0

11
16.7%

44.0
2

3.0%
100.0

66
100.0%

44.6

5 NA
1

14.3%
6.7

6
85.7%

6.3
0

0.0%
0.0

0
0.0%

0.0
0

0.0%
0.0

0
0.0%

0.0
7

100.0%
4.7

Total
% within nature of
offence

15
10.1%

100.0
96

64.9%
100.0

6
4.1%

100.0
4

2.7%
100.0

25
16.9%

100.0
2

1.4%
100.0

148
100.0%

100.0
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Low economic status of the family has been considered one of the most

important factors of delinquent behaviour by various social scientists. But now days

many studies have found that delinquents also come from fairly well off families

also (Sarkar 1987). At this juncture it is very interesting to know the relationship of

family income with the nature of offences and charges with committed by the

respondents. While analyzing this relationship (table-5.5), it has been found that

83.3 percent of the children who have family income ranges from Rs 1000 to 2000

are charged with in stealing activities followed by sex offences like rape (16.7

percent). Similarly, children whose family income of Rs 2001-3000 have booked

under the offences like theft (84.6 percent), murder or attempt to murder (7.7

percent) and only 7.7 percent are charged with offence of assault. Nearly 54 percent

of the respondents with family income of Rs, 3001-4000 are booked under theft

followed by 27.9 percent of the children have been charged with offence like

murder. The children who came from families whose income ranges above 4001 are

mostly (60.6 percent) charged with in stealing activities, followed by rape cases

(13.6 percent), assault (16.7 percent) and few number of respondents have been

charged with the offences of rape, dacoity and eve-teasing.

We may conclude that charges of offences likes theft and murder are most

common among the respondents whose family income range above Rs, 4001.
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Table - 5.6

Age group and nature of involvement of offences charged which are committed
by respondents

Sl.
No Age Group

Nature of Involvement
Total

Alone With Gang
No % No % No %

1
6-10

% within Age group

0

0.0%
0.0

1

100.0%
1.1

1

100.0%
0.7

2
11-15

% within Age group

12

40.0%
21.1

18

60.0%
19.8

30

100.0%
20.3

3
16-18

% within Age group

45

38.5%
78.9

72

61.5%
79.1

117

100.0%
79.1

Total

% within Nature of
involvement

57

38.5%
100.0

91

61.5%
100.0

148

100.0%
100.0

The above table respondent’s age group and who have been charged with the

offence is committed by a self /individual (or) gang. It is important to know that

whether the charges with in offence were committed singly or in association with

others of the same age group category. The study also shows a relationship between

age group and involvement of offence committed by the respondents reported. The

data suggests that only 1 child was said that involvement in the offence with peer

group who is of the 6-10 age categories. Out of 20.3 percent of children that belong

to the age group of 11-15 years, 40 percent of the children expressed who were

involved in an offence singly without peer group and also 60 percent of them have

reported that involved with their peer group. However, most (61.5 percent) of the

children interviewed admitted that they committed the offence as gangs with the
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support of their respective peers who are come from age group of 16-18 years and

also 38.5 percent of them said that involved the offence singly as an individual.

It is inferred from the study that majority of the children have expressed that

committed the offence as gangs with the support of their respective peers who

belong to the age group of 16-18 years.

Table - 5.7

Community and nature of involvement of offences charged which are
committed by respondents

Sl.
No Community

Nature of Involvement of the
Offence Total

Alone With Gang
No % No % No %

1
SC/ST

% within community

15

41.7%
26.3

21

58.3%
23.1

36

100.0%
24.3

2
BC

% within community

16

40.0%
28.1

24

60.0%
26.4

40

100.0%
27.0

3
MBC

% within community

16

35.6%
28.1

29

64.4%
31.9

45

100.0%
30.4

4
Others

% within community

10

37.0%
17.5

17

63.0%
18.7

27

100.0%
18.2

Total

% within nature of
involvement

57

38.5%
100.0

91

61.5%
100.0

148

100.0%
100.0
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The above table elucidates the relationship between community and nature of

involvement of offence and the charges, with committed by them. Nature of

involvement of offence also classified two categories for this present study i.e.

alone and with gang. Gang means a set of people who are organized to perform

some particular task i.e. the gang involves a certain degree of closeness of

association or companionship bond and organizational formal or informal. It has

been found that those children who left their houses and have no longer had

attraction to their families, start living in their cities, slums or other areas where

from they come in to contact with the delinquents and in the course of time, they

learn gang life. Cohen (1955) stated that delinquency is non- utilitarian, malicious

and negativistic in its motivation, mainly because it constitute an attack on the

conventional value system and conduct norms. It has been found that 41.7 percent

of the children committed the offence and charges with singly as individuals belong

to the scheduled caste category; remaining 58.3 percent of them are involvement of

offence as gangs with the support of their peers. Followed by 40 percent of the

respondents have committed the offence singly as individuals come from backward

caste and also 60 percent of them have involved in the offence with their peer

groups. 30.4 percent of the children belongs to most backward caste and among

them 64.4 percent of the respondents are committed the offence in association with

their gang, while around 35.6 percent of them are involved singly. Only a few

respondents are committed the offence either singly and also association with their

respective peer groups, they come from other caste categories.

The data suggest that all the caste categories of the respondents said that

they almost committed the offence with the support of their gangs, while slightly
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more than majority of the children are involved the offence committed with their

respective peer groups who are also belong to most backward caste.

Table - 5.8

Educational status and nature of involvement of offences charges with

committed by respondents

Sl.
No Educational Status

Nature of Involvement Total
Alone With Gang

No % No % No %

1
Illiterate
% within Educational Status

5
55.6%

8.8
4

44.4%
4.4

9
100.0%

6.1

2
Primary Level
% within Educational Status

16
34.8%

28.1
30

65.2%
33.0

46
100.0%

31.1

3
Secondary level
% within Educational Status

31
44.3%

54.4
39

55.7%
42.9

70
100.0%

47.3

4
Matriculation level
% within Educational Status

5
23.8%

8.8
16

76.2%
17.6

21
100.0%

14.2

5
Diplomo/Degeree
% within Educational Status

0
0.0%

0.0
2

100.0%
2.2

2
100.0%

1.4

Total
% within nature of involvement

57
38.5%

100.0
91

61.5%
100.0

148
100.0%

100.0

The above table furnishes the relationship between educational status and

nature of involvement of offences and charges, committed by them. In the above

table 31.1 percent of the respondents had completed the primary level education

among them 34.8 percent of the respondents expressed that committed the offence

singly as individual, while 65.2 percent of the respondents were involved in the

offence with their peer groups. Yet another 47.3 percent of the respondents had

completed the secondary level education among them majority (55.7 percent) of the
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respondent’s involvement of offence is also as a gang. Out of the total 14.2 percent

of the respondents completed the metric level of education and among them 76.2

percent of the respondents also committed the offence with gang. Only few

numbers of respondents committed the offence singly and also association with

others who are come from illiterate and also attained degree (or) diploma level of

education.

The overall above statistics explains that as far as educational status of the

respondents are concerned majority of them either belong to primary level and

secondary level and also some of them said that involved the offence was

committed with their respective peer groups.

Table - 5.9

Size of the family and nature of involvement of offences charged which are
committed by respondents

Sl.
No Size of the Family

Nature of Involvement of
Offence Total

Alone With Gang
No % No % No %

1
Below and 4 members
% within size of family

36
41.4%

63.2
51

58.6%
56.0

87
100.0%

58.8

2
5-7 members
% within size of family

18
33.3%

31.6
36

66.7%
39.6

54
100.0%

36.5

3
Above 8 members
% within size of family

0
0.0%

0.0
2

100.0%
2.2

2
100.0%

1.4

4
NA
Grown up in children home

3
60.0%

5.3
2

40.0%
2.2

5
100.0%

3.4

Total
% within nature of involvement
of offence

57
38.5%

100.0
91

61.5%
100.0

148
100.0%

100.0
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The above table articulates the relationship between size of the family and

nature of involvement of offences and charges committed by the respondents. The

data reveals that the 41.4 percent of children come from small size of family i.e.

below 4 members available in their families and who have nature of involvement of

offence alone or individually. Nearly 58.6 percent of them committed the offence

with a gang. Another 36.5 percent of the respondents come from family size of 5-7

members, among them 33.3 percent of the respondents involved the offence as

single (or) individually, most (66.7 percent) of the respondents committed the

offence with their peer group. Only a few numbers of respondents involved in the

offence with their peer group come from a family size of above 8 members. Yet

another 3.4 percent of the respondents were brought up by children home since their

birth. It is concluded that majority of the respondents that were involved in the

offence with gang members come from small sized families i.e. below 4 members.
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Table - 5.10

Monthly income of their parents/guardian and nature of involvement of
offences charged which are committed by respondents

Sl.
No

Income of
Parents/Guardian (Per

Month)

Nature of Involvement of
Offence Total

Alone With Gang
No % No % No %

1
1000 – 2000

% within monthly
income

0

0.0%
0.0

6

100.0%
6.6

6

100.0%
4.1

2
2000 – 3000

% within monthly
income

13

50.0%
22.8

13

50.0%
14.3

26

100.0%
17.6

3
3000 – 4000

% within monthly
income

17

39.5%
29.8

26

60.5%
28.6

43

100.0%
29.1

4
Above 4000

% within monthly
income

23

34.8%
40.4

43

65.2%
47.3

66

100.0%
44.6

5
NA

% within monthly
income

4

57.1%
7.0

3

42.9%
3.3

7

100.0%
4.7

Total

% within nature of
involvement of offence

57

38.5%
100.0

91

61.5%
100.0

148

100.0%
100.0

The above table portrays the relationship between the income level of the

parents/ guardian and nature of involvement of offence and charges, committed by

the respondents. Of the total 4.1 percent of parents/ guardian of the respondents

belongs to the income group of Rs.1000-2000 per month and among them all (100
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percent) the respondents involvement of offence with gang. Another 29.1 percent of

the parents/ guardians of the respondents belong to the income group of Rs.3001-

4000; among them 60.5 percent of the respondents involved the offence with

organized group and 39.5 percent of the respondents involved the deviant activities

by singly. Yet another 44.6 percent of parents/ guardian of the respondents belong

to the income group of above Rs.4001, among them 65.2 percent of the respondents

involved the deviant activities also with their gang.

It was observed from the above table that majority of the respondents

expressed that they involved in the offence with a gang belong to their family

income group of Rs, 3001-4000 and also above Rs, 4001. It was found that majority

of the delinquents commit the offence with their peer groups are mostly from

families, with fair level of income.

The study clearly portrays that majority of the respondents have been booked

under the theft and all the male children that belong to 16-18 years have been

charged under murder and rape cases. While charges under the cases of rape,

murder and assault offences are mostly common among the children who have

education up to secondary and matriculation level. Another majority of the children

have expressed that committed the offence as gangs with the support of their

respective peers who belong to the age group of 16-18 years. Yet another most of

them were involved in the offence with gang members come from small sized

families i.e. below 4 members.
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Chapter-VI

The Role of Family and Other Agencies for Cause of Juveniles

Who are Charged with Committing the Offence

Inspite of the fact that family plays dominating role in the development and

character formation of the juvenile, the influence of the family (parents, guardian,

siblings, relatives and etc) and other agencies like neighborhood, school and peer

groups, medias like i.e. television, internet, pornographic literature etc, on the

behavioural pattern of the child cannot be totally ignored. Moreover, various studies

have shown that neighborhood influence, school environment, peer influence and

media influence are the major determining factors of deviant behaviour among the

children. Keeping all these in view in this chapter, an attempt has been made to

study the role of families and other agencies which cause of juveniles who are

charged with committing the offence.

When one has start this study related to delinquency areas, it is very

important for the researcher to know the basic reason for the child alleged to have

committed the offence.

Table - 6.1

Reasons for offences and charged which are committed by the respondents

Reasons for the offence No. of respondents Percent

Willfully 45 30.4

For my sake of fun 12 8.1

At the instigation of others 26 17.6

For economic benefits 46 31.1

Don't know to explain 19 12.8

Total 148 100.0
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The above table depicts that the basic reasons for charges, for committing the

offence by the respondents. The respondents also reported that 30.4 percent of them

committed the offense due to self-interest. Nearly 18 percent of them are said that

caused by instigation of other people. 31.1 percent of the children are expressed that

involved in anti-social activities for economic benefits and only 12.8 percent of the

children did not have an explanation for their anti-social activities.

It has to be pointed out that majority of the children expressed who have

been caught under theft cases expressed that they have involved in the offence for

their economic benefits.

It is necessary to know whether the children have seen anti-social acts

committed by others in the surrounding their residence, because the children that

have been involved in the offence may have learned it from others. The data reveals

that half of the respondents accept that the illegal activities were occurred nearest

from their residential areas.

Table - 6.2

Distribution of respondents according to their relationship (or) companions

with which type of peer group category

Companions with which type of peer
category No. of respondents Percent

Senior 54 36.5

Same age group 71 48.0

Junior 6 4.1

Not applicable 17 11.5

Total 148 100.0
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The table gives the distribution of the respondents according to their

relationship (or) companions with which type of peer group category when they

were before came to the home. Out of the total 148 respondents, 54(36.5 percent)

respondents mostly had relationship with senior peer group category, nearly half of

the (48 percent) respondents were in relationships with same age group category

and only little number of respondents (4.1 percent) were in relationships with their

juniors. Seventeen (11.5 percent) respondents were belonged to not applicable

category, because, these children mostly did not have any relationship with peer

groups.

The picture highlights the majority of the respondents have relationship with

same age group category.

It means the nature of anti social activities undertaken by the respondents

when and before they came to the home. The table presents past anti-social

activities involved by the respondents

Table - 6.3

Distribution of respondents according to types of anti-social activities

committed with their peer group, when before they were came to the home

Type of anti-social activities committed with their
peer group before they came to home

No. of
respondents Percent

Theft 27 18.2

Watch film and pornographic literature 10 6.8

Use of drugs and alcohol 48 32.4

Other illegal activities for money gain 6 4.1

Not applicable 57 38.5

Total 148 100.0
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The above table elucidates the types of anti-social activities committed with

their peer group, when before they came to the home. The table shows that nearly

one third (32.4 percent) of the respondents are subjected to the use of drugs and

alcohol. Another 18.2 percent of the respondents involved in theft i.e. stealing of

small things from stalls, neighbour’s houses, work place and public places before

they came to the home. Another 6.8 percent of respondents have mostly watched

film and pornographic literature. While a majority (38.5 percent) of the respondents

did not have any anti-social activities before came to the home. Therefore it is

concluded from the table is that deviancy rate is high among the respondents who

use of drugs and alcohol.

It is understood that the drugs and alcohol play a major role for deviant

behaviour among the children.

This study on juveniles to be in conflict with law inquire in to the children

who have seen any kind of anti-social activities committed by other children (or)

adults when they are playing with their peer groups before they came to the home.

This is important to analyze because there may be a possibility for the children to

learn the deviant behaviour from those people.
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Table - 6.4

Distribution of respondents according to whether seen any Anti-Social

activities committed by the adult (or) children in the place of playing with

their peer group

Whether Seen Any Anti- Social Activities
Committed by Adult (or) Children

No. of
Respondents Percent

Yes 31 20.9

No 24 16.2

NA 93 62.8

Total 148 100.0

The present study shows that of the total 148 respondents, 38 percent of the

respondents responded to this question by saying they are mostly play in the

available residential area (without any proper play ground facilities), out of the 37.1

percent of the respondents 20.9 percent of them reported that anti-social activities

also committed by the adult and children at nearest from the place of when they

were playing with their peer group, remaining 16.2 percent of them reported that

there was no kind of  anti social activity committed by any person. Majority (62.8

percent) of them are with proper play ground facilities available in their residential

areas.

The above analysis reveals that majority of the respondents were seen anti-

social activities committed by the adult and children when they were playing with

peer groups. These groups of children are without proper play ground facilities in

their residential surroundings.
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New Media i.e.  Television and internet are one of the key factors of deviant

behaviour among the children, because most of the children misuse the internet and

social media like face book etc. The present study also supports to common

assumption. The table given below elucidates the distribution of respondents

according to their opinion about what types of programmes are mostly watched with

the help of the new media.

Table - 6.5

Distribution of respondents according to their opinion about types of

programmes is mostly watched in the media

Types of Programmes No. of Respondents Percent

Violent movies 70 47.3

Love and affection movies 55 37.2

Blue film and pornography literature 9 6.1

Others 2 1.4

NA 12 8.1

Total 148 100.0

The above table clearly indicates that a vast majority (47.3 percent) of the

children mostly watched violent movies followed by 37.2 percent of them watching

normal programmes i.e. love and affection movies and only 6.1 percent have mostly

seen blue films and read pornographic literature, this group of respondents who

were may be charged with in involved sex offences i.e. rape, attempt to rape and

molestation. Another 12 (8.1 percent) respondents mostly do not like to watch any

programmes by media.
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The data clearly indicates that majority of the respondents are mostly

watched violent movies. It also influences the deviant behaviour among them.

It is said that parents/guardian attitude towards their other children when

compared to the respondents is an important reason for one to may be commit an

offence. This data provides insight into the relationship between parents/guardian

and their children. It is also reveals that respondent’s expressed that their

parents/guardian also impartial treatment to their children.

Table - 6.6

Distribution of respondents on the basis of opinion about their parents/

guardian attitude towards siblings

Parents attitude towards siblings No. of
respondents Percent

As like as same to me 112 75.7

Better than me 17 11.5

Worse than me 7 4.7

NA (No siblings & Grown up in children home) 12 8.1

Total 148 100.0

The above table gives us the information about the distribution of

respondents on the basis of opinion about their parents/ guardian attitude towards

their other children compared to the respondents. Nearly 76 percent of the

respondent’s opine that their parent’s/guardian’s attitude towards the respondents

and their siblings are equal. 11.5 percent of the respondents reported that their
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parents/ guardian attitude towards their siblings are better than the respondents.

Only 8.1 percent of them had no siblings and also were brought up by children

home.

The present data reveals that over whelming majority of the respondent’s

opinion about their parents/guardian attitude towards respondents and their siblings

are equal.

Table - 6.7

Distribution of respondents on the basis of opinion about any anti-social

activities committed by their siblings

Delinquent act committed by siblings No. of respondents Percent

Yes 16 10.8

No 120 81.1

NA 12 8.1

Total 148 100.0

The above table depicts the respondents reported that regarding the offence

committed by their siblings before they came to the institutional care. Out of the

total 148 respondents, nearly 92 percent of the respondents are born with siblings,

among them only 10.8 percent of the respondents reported that their siblings were

also involved in anti-social activities, while vast majorities (81.1percent) of the

respondents report that their siblings did not commit any anti-social activities.
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From the above analysis the researcher found that the majority of the

children reported that no anti-social acts were committed by their siblings.

Table - 6.8

Distribution of respondents on the basis of opinion about whether any anti-

social act committed by their parents/Guardians

Anti-social act committed by their
parents/Guardians No. of respondents Percent

Yes 31 20.9

No 117 79.1

Total 148 100.0

The above table furnishes the respondents opinion about any anti-social acts

committed by their parents/ guardian. Generally many children may be exposed to

deviant behaviour learned from their parents/guardian; it is also investigates any

offence committed by their parents/guardian of the respondents, while most of the

parents were involved the offence and also children who were charges with in

commit the offence. The present study also supports the common assumption,

because 20.9 percent of the respondents said that their parents/ guardian were

involved in the crime. It is concluded from the analysis delinquent behaviour was

learnt from their parents/ guardian.



133

Table - 6.9

Distribution of respondents on the basis of opinion about food and amenities

provided by their parents/guardian

Food and amenities provide by
their parents/guardian No. of respondents Percent

Yes 135 91.2

No 13 8.8

Total 148 100.0

The above table elucidates the respondent’s opinion about whether regular

food and basic amenities were provided by their parents/ guardian. Most of the

children, who were charged under the cases of theft, were driven by poverty and

lack of basic amenities provided by their parents/ guardian. So the children also

were may be involved in small offences like theft for fulfillment of their food and

basic amenities.

The analysis of the data indicates that over whelming majority (91.2) of the

respondent’s opinion about proper food and basic amenities being provided by their

parents/ guardians. Only 8.8 percent of the respondents said that no proper food and

basic amenities was provided to them.

From the above analysis the researcher found out that over whelming

majority of the respondents said that proper food and basic amenities were provided

by their parents/ guardian.
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Table - 6.10

Distribution of respondents according to whether there are any school goers

when, before came to the home

School goers when before came to the home No. of respondents Percent

Yes 40 27.0

No 108 73.0

Total 148 100.0

The above table furnishes the distribution of respondents according to

whether school going children when before they were come to the home.  As we

know education also plays an important role in the formation of behaviour pattern

particularly among the children at their earlier stages. Out of the total, 27 percent of

the respondents were school goers before they were come to the home. Majority (73

percent) of the respondents said they had no proper schooling and were working as

child laborers, doing house hold work and truancy with their peer groups.

It is concluded from the above discussion is that those children who had no

proper schooling before they were come to the home are more common among the

total number of respondents.
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Table - 6.11

Distribution of respondents according to academic performance of school

goers when before came to the home

School goers No. of respondents Percent

Good 17 11.5

Normal 19 12.8

Poor 4 2.7

Not applicable 108 73.0

Total 148 100.0

Education is an important ingredient of development and it helps the

individual to lead a socially acceptable and satisfied life. The school going children

also capable of planning the well-being of themselves. Keeping this in view the

present study is an attempt to analyze the academic performance only by school

going children before came to the home. Out of the total 40 (27 percent)

respondents are school goers before came to the home, among them 17 (11.5

percent) respondents’ academic performance was good, while 19 (12.8 percent)

children were normal performers  and only 4 (2.7 percent) respondents had poor

performance of their education when schooling.

The above analysis also indicates majority of the children’s academic

performance was normal among the school goers when before came to the home.
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Table - 6.12

Distribution of respondents according to their attitude towards teacher

Attitude towards teacher No. of respondents Percent

Respectful 37 25.0

Unmindful 3 2.0

Not applicable 108 73.0

Total 148 100.0

The analysis of the table presents the respondents attitude towards their

teachers. It was only applicable to school goers when before they came to the home.

So we may say from the above discussion out of the total, 40 (27 percent) children

are school goers,  among them 37(25 percent) children said that they gave respect to

their teachers, only 3 (2 percent) children are unmindful towards their teachers. A

vast majority 108 (73 percent) of the respondents are not applicable because they

were dropout from the school.

It was clear from the above table that majority of the respondents had

respectful attitude towards their teachers, and they have low deviant behaviour

among them. The analysis reveals the school going respondents done for the first

time, charged with the offence and would have maybe involved in the offence due

to emotional stress.
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Table - 6.13

Distribution of respondents on the basis of whether any offences committed by

adult or children in the nearest to their school

Offences by adults/children nearest to

the school
No. of respondents Percent

Yes 10 6.8

No 30 20.3

NA 108 73.0

Total 148 100.0

The above table describes whether any offences were committed by adults or

children in the nearest place of respondents when they went to school. Most of the

studies related to juvenile in conflict with the law found that deviant behaviour

among the children is also learned from others. According to Edwin H. Sutherland

(1939) differential association theory criminal behaviour is also learned from

others. The present study examine whether school going children seen any anti

social act committed by the adult (or) children when they went to school. A vast

majority of the 40(27 percent) respondents were school goers before they came to

the home. Among them only 10 children said to have seen an anti-social act like

theft and consuming alcohol by adult and children in the nearest to their school. It is

concluded that the little number of respondents who have deviant behaviors can be

learnt from others when they went to school. The present study also support to the

Sutherland’s differential association theory.
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Table - 6.14
Distribution of respondents according to the reason for dropout from the school

Reasons for dropout No. of respondents Percent

Lack of Interest 65 43.9

Financial compulsion 24 16.2

Fear of School punishments 6 4.1

Interest to do work 4 2.7

NA (School goers and illiterates) 49 33.1

Total 148 100.0

The above table explained the reasons for dropout out of school by children

before brought to the home. It is very important to know the various reasons which

hampered the children in attaining the formal education. For the purpose of study,

we have classified the reasons in four main categories i.e. lack of interest, financial

compulsion, fear of school punishment and interest to do child labor work.

The analysis revealed that a vast majority of the 99 (66.9 percent) children

dropped out of school. Among them 43.9 percent had lack of interest in continuing

school, nearly 17 percent expressed that financial compulsion i.e. due to poverty of

their family, are the reason to discontinue their schooling and only 4.1 percent had

fear of school punishment by the teacher. On the basis of the above analysis we can

say that lack of interest among children discouraged them to continue schooling.
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Table - 6.15

Distribution of the respondents according to their spending of their leisure

time activities with by whom

Leisure time activities spent with  whom No. of respondents Percent

Family members 48 32.4

Peer groups outside the residence 85 57.4

Others 15 10.1

Total 148 100.0

The above table describes the distribution of the respondents according to

spent of their leisure time activities with by whom when before they came to the

home. The data reveals that 32.4 percent of the children spent their leisure time

activities with family members and 57.4 percent of the children are spent with their

peer groups outside the family.

The data revealed that majority of the children spent their leisure time

activities with their peer groups before they were kept to the home. So the peer

group also influences the deviant behaviour among children.
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Table - 6.16

Distribution of respondents according to their age group and by whom induced

to get involved in the offence

Sl.
No Age group

Whom induced to involved the offence
TotalFamily

members Relative Friends NA

No % No % No % No % No %

1
6-10

% within
Age group

0
0.0
%

0.0
0

0.0
%

0.0
1

100.0
%

1.7
0

0.0%
0.0

1
100.0

%
0.7

2
11-15

% within
Age group

2
6.7
%

66.7
2

6.7
%

16.7
10

33.3
%

16.9
16

53.3
%

21.9
30

100.0
%

20.3

3
16-18

% within
Age group

1
0.9
%

33.3
10
8.5
%

83.3
49

41.0
%

82.4
57

48.7
%

78.1
117

100.0
%

79.1

Total
% within
Whom

induced to
committed
the offence

3
2.0
%

100.0
12
8.1
%

100.
0

60
39.9
%

100.
0

73
49.3
%

100.
0

148
100.0

%

100.
0

The above table gives details about the relationship between the age group

and who induced to offence and charges with committed by the respondents. The

majority of the respondents reported that various individual and group of people

who induced to offences committed by the respondents. Out of the 148 respondents

selected by census method for this present study 50.7 percent of the respondents

who have involved the offence were induced by others, and 49.3 percent of them

are not applicable to above table because some committed the offence as a result of
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self motivation. Out of the total 20.3 percent of the respondents belong to age group

of 11-15 among them 33.3 percent of the respondents said that commit the offence

induced by their friends and most (53.3 percent) of the respondents are involved in

the offence by self motivation. Another 79.1 percent of the respondents belong to

age group of 16-18 among them nearly 40 percent of the respondents are involved

in the offence induced by their peer groups. 48.7 percent of respondents involved in

the offence will fully. Only 8.5 percent of the respondents were induced by their

relative of their family members.

The above table also reveals that nearly 51 percent of the respondents

reported that involved the offence induced by others. Among them majority of the

respondents involved in the offence induced by their friends. i.e. peer group

category who are  mostly belong to the age group of   11-15 and 16-18 respectively.

It also reveals that peer influence is a major factor for one to develop the deviant

behaviour among the children.
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Table - 6.17

Distribution of respondents according to their community and by whom induced to get involved in the offence

Sl
No

Community

Who induced to commit the offence
Total

Family member Relative Friends NA

No % No % No % No % No %
1 SC/ST

% within
community

2
5.6%

66.7
1

2.8%
8.3

8
22.2%

13.6
25

69.4%
34.2

36
100.0%

24.3

2 BC
% within
community

1
2.5%

33.3
3

7.5%
25.0

18
44.5%

28.8
18

45.0%
24.7

40
100.0%

27.0

3 MBC
% within
community

0
0.0%

0.0
5

11.1%
41.7

21
46.7%

35.6
19

42.2%
26.0

45
100.0%

30.4

4 Others
% within
community

0
0.0%

0.0
3

11.1%
25.0

13
48.1%

22.0
11

40.7%
15.1

27
100.0%

18.2

Total
% within whom
induced to
committed the
offence

3
2.0%

100.0
12

8.1%
100.0

59
39.9%

100.0
73

49.3%
100.0

148
100.0%

100.0
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The above table is the relationship between community backgrounds and

who induced them to involve in the offence and charged with committed by the

respondents. Out of the total 148 number of respondents selected for this present

study, 50.7 percent of the respondents reported that they involve in the offence

induced by others. These respondents are only applicable to above analysis. Out of

them 24.3 percent of the respondents belong to scheduled caste and  among them

22.2 percent of the respondents involved in the offence induced by their friends,

most of them (69.4 percent) involved in the offence willfully. Another 27 percent of

the respondents belong to backward caste, among them 42.5 percent of the

respondents also induced by their friends. Yet another 30.4 percent of the

respondents belong to most backward caste and among them most of the

respondents were also induced by peer group.

It has been observed that slightly over than majority (50.7 percent) of the

respondents said that they involved the offence having induced by others.  Among

them, most of the respondents were also induced by their peer groups, belonging to

backward and most back ward classes.
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Table - 6.18

Distribution of the respondents according to their educational status and by whom induced to get involved in the

offence

Sl.
No Educational Status

Whom induced to involved the offence
TotalFamily

members Relative Friends NA

No % No % No % No % No %

1 Illiterate

% within Educational Status

0

0.0%
0.0

0

0.0%
0.0

5

55.6%
8.5

4

44.4%
5.5

9

100.0%
6.1

2 Primary Level

% within Educational Status

2

4.3%
66.7

5

10.9%
41.7

19

41.3%
32.2

20

43.5%
27.4

46

100.0%
31.1

3 Secondary level

% within Educational Status

0

0.0%
0.0

3

4.3%
25.0

27

38.6%
45.8

39

55.7%
53.4

70

100.0%
47.3

4 Matriculation level

% within Educational Status

1

4.8%
33.3

4

19.0%
33.3

7

33.3%
11.9

9

42.9%
12.3

21

100.0%
14.2

5 Diplomo/Degeree

% within Educational Status

0

0.0%
0.0

0

0.0%
0.0

1

50.0%
1.7

1

50.0%
1.4

2

100.0%
1.4

Total

% within whom induced to committed
the offence

3

2.0%
100.0

12

8.1%
100.0

59

39.9%
100.0

73

49.3%
100.0

148

100.0%
100.0
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The above table refers to the relationship between educational status and

respondents reported that who induced them to get involved in the offence by them.

Education is an important ingredient of development and it helps the individual to

get socially acceptable personal satisfying life. Out of the total, 31.1 percent of the

respondents had completed primary level education, among them 43.5 percent of

the respondents involved the offence willfully and 41.3 percent of the respondents

were induced by their peer groups to get involved in the offence. Another 47.3

percent of the respondents had completed secondary level education, among them,

38.6 percent of respondents commit the offence induced by their peer group.

It is concluded that majority of the respondents said that they involved in the

anti-social activities induced by their peer groups who had completed primary and

secondary level education and also nearly 50 percent of the respondents are reported

that they involved in deviant activities by self motivation.
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Table - 6.19

Distribution of respondents according to their place of residence and by whom

induced to get involved in the offence

Sl.
No

Place of
Residence

Whom induced to involved the offence

TotalFamily
member Relative Friends NA

No % No % No % No % No %

1 Rural % with
in Place of
residence

1

1.6%
33.3

8

12.5
%

66.7
23

35.9%
39.
0

32

50.0
%

43.8
64

100.0
%

43.2

2 Urban % with
in Place of
residence

2

2.4%
66.7

4

4.8%
33.3

37

44.1%
61.
0

41

48.8
%

56.2
84

100.0
%

56.8

Total % within

whom, induced
to commit the
offence

3

2.0%
100.0

12

8.1%
100.

0
59

39.9%
100
.0

73

49.3
%

100.
0

148

100.0
%

100.
0

The above table highlights the relationship between place of residence and

respondents reported that who induced them to get involved in the offence by them,

it is necessary to know whether the children involved in the deviant activities on

their own or they are instigated by someone else. On the basis of responses of

respondents in the present study a relationship with localities of family of

respondents have been classified in two categories i.e. rural and urban background.

Out of the 43.2 percent of the respondents belongs to rural areas, among them 50

percent of the children who are involved in offence are by themselves, nearly 36

percent of the children commit the offence induced by their peer groups. Another
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56.8 percent of them are belong to urban areas, among them 42.9 percent of the

children involved in the offence induced by their peer group and 48.8 percent of

them commit the offence on their own interested i.e. willfully.

It was clear from the above table that majority of the respondents said that as

far as committing the offence they are induced by their peer group who are from

urban areas. We could find that influence of peer group plays a clear role in one

developing deviant behaviour among the children in urban areas.

Table - 6.20

Distribution of respondents according to their age group and relationship with

neighbours

Sl.
No

Age group

Relationship with neighbors
Total

Good Fair Bad No contact

No % No % No % No % No %
1 6-10

% within
Age group

0
0.0%

0.0
0

0.0%
0.0

1
100.0%

1.4
0

0.0%
0.0

1
100.0%

0.7

2 11-15
% within
Age group

9
30.0%

15.0
3

10.0%
30.0

18
60.1%

26.1
0

0.0%
0.0

30
100.0%

20.3

3 16-18
% within
Age group

51
43.6%

85.0
7

6.0%
70.0

50
42.7%

72.5
9

7.7%
100.0

117
100.0%

79.1

Total
% within
relationship
with
neighbors

60
40.5%

100.0
10

6.8%
100.0

69
46.6%

100.0
9

6.1%
100.0

148
100.0%

100.0
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The table presented above reveals that distribution of respondents according

to their age group and relationship with neighbourhood. Neighbourhood is another

important agency where the child spends most of his time. Various sociologists also

argued that a child develops propensities to delinquency only after his association

with delinquent friends or delinquent neighbours. Gambling, smoking truancy,

vagrancy and immoral and indecent life are all considered the reflection of his

surroundings. Breckenridge and Appott (1912) argued that delinquents concentrate

in particular area called ‘delinquent neighbourhood’. So the neighbourhood plays

important role in the formation of behaviour patterns of the child. Out of the total,

20.3 percent of the respondents come from the age group of 11-15 years, among

them 30 percent of children have good relationship with their neighbours and most

(60.1 percent) of them are bad relationship with their neighbours. Another, majority

(79.1 percent) of the respondents come from age group of 16-18 years, among them

43.6 percent have cordial relationship with their neighbours and also 42.7 percent of

them had bad contact with their neighbours.

It is found out from the above analysis that majority of the respondents come

from the age group of 16-18 years. This analysis reveals that significance

relationship between bad neighbors relationship is also significant for developing

the deviant behaviour among the children from all the age categories.
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Table - 6.21

Distribution of respondents according to their community and relationship with neighbours

Sl.

No
Community

Relationship with neighbors
Total

Good Fair Bad No contact

No % No % No % No % No %

1 SC/ST

% within community

14

38.9%
23.3

3

8.3%
30.0

19

52.8%
27.5

0

0.0%
0.0

36

100.0%
24.3

2 BC

% within community

13

32.5%
21.7

3

7.5%
30.0

18

45.0%
26.1

6

15.0%
66.7

40

100.0%
27.0

3 MBC

% within community

24

53.3%
40.0

2

4.4%
20.0

18

40.0%
26.1

1

2.2%
11.1

45

100.0%
30.4

4 Others

% within community

9

33.3%
15.0

2

7.4%
20.0

14

51.9%
20.3

2

7.4%
22.2

27

100.0%
18.2

Total

% within relationship with neighbors

60

40.5%
100.0

10

6.8%
100.0

69

46.6%
100.0

9

6.1%
100.0

148

100.0%
100.0
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The above table depicts relationship between respondent’s community and

relationship with their neighbours. How far caste is important in determining the

nature of the relationship with neighbours is to be examined. Out of the total, 24.3

percent of the children belong to scheduled caste category. Among them 38.9

percent of children who have good relationship with their neighbors and 52.8

percent of them are bad relationships. Another 27 percent of the children belong to

backward class, among them majority of the respondents for 45 percent of the

children do not have good relationship with their neighbours. Yet another 30.4

percent of the children belong to most backward class, among them 53.3 percent of

the respondents had a good relationship with their neighbours also 40 percent of

them had bad relationship with their neighbours.

It is concluded from the above table that majority of the respondents belongs

to most backward class, among them most of the children had good relationship

with their neighbours, while most of the respondents had bad relationship with their

neighbours belonged to all the caste category except most backward class.
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Table - 6.22

Distribution of respondents according to their educational status and relationship with neighbours

Sl.

No
Educational Status

Relationship with neighbors
Total

Good Fair Bad No contact

No % No % No % No % No %

1 Illiterate

% within Educational Status

5

55.6%
8.3

1

11.1%
10.0

2

22.2%
2.9

1

11.1%
11.1

9

100.0%
6.1

2 Primary Level

% within Educational Status

11

23.9%
18.3

5

10.9%
50.0

28

60.9%
40.6

2

4.3%
22.2

46

100.0%
31.2

3 Secondary level

% within Educational Status

30

42.9%
50.0

3

4.3%
30.0

32

45.7%
46.4

5

7.1%
55.6

70

100.0%
47.2

4 Matriculation level

% within Educational Status

13

61.9%
21.7

1

4.8%
10.0

6

28.6%
8.7

1

4.8%
11.1

21

100.0%
14.2

5 Diplomo/Degeree

% within Educational Status
1

50.0%
1.7

0

0.0%
0.0

1

50.0%
1.4

0

0.0%
0.0

2

100.0%
1.3

Total

% within relationship with neighbor

60

40.5%
100.0

10

6.8%
100.0

69

46.6%
100.0

9

6.1%
100.0

148

100.0%
100.0
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As we know education plays an important role in the formation of behaviour

pattern particularly among the children at the earlier stages. Here it is interesting to

know the relationship of education with the nature of relationship with

neighborhoods. Out of the 31.2 percent of the respondents had completed primary

level education, among them most (60.9 percent) of the respondents who have bad

relationship with their neighbors. Another 47.2 percent of the respondents had

attained secondary level education, among them majority (45.7 percent) of the

respondents also had bad relationship with neighbors of their place of residence.

Only 14.2 percent of respondents have completed matriculation level of education,

among them a vast majority of them (61.9%) had good relationship with their

neighbours.

It is finalized from above that majority of the respondents had completed

primary and secondary level of education had mostly bad relationships with

neighbours at their place of residence.
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Table - 6.23

Distribution of respondents according to their native place and relationship with neighbours

Sl.

No
Place of

residence

Relationship with neighbors
Total

Good Fair Bad No contact

No % No % No % No % No %

1 Rural

% with in Place
of residence

28

43.8%
46.7

4

6.3%
40.0

30

46.9%
43.5

2

3.1%
22.2

64

100.0%
43.2

2 Urban

% with in Place
of residence

32

38.1%
53.3

6

7.1%
60.0

39

46.4%
56.5

7

8.3%
77.8

84

100.0%
56.8

Total

% within
relationship
with neighbors

60

40.5%
100.0

10

6.8%
100.0

69

46.6%
100.0

9

6.1%
100.0

148

100.0%
100.0
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The above table gives a distribution of respondents according to their native

place of residence and relationship with neighbours. Of the total 43.2 percent of the

children belong to the rural areas and among them 46.9 percent of the children had

bad relationship with their neighbours and 43.8 percent of the children had good

relationship with their neighbours. The above discussion also displays that most of

the respondents who had bad relationship with their neighbors. According to

Sutherland (1939) “Delinquent’s behaviour also learning from others in society”

which was propounded by his differential association theory. Of the total 56.8

percent of the children belong to the urban areas and among them most (46.4

percent) of the children also had bad relationship with neighbors and 38.1 percent of

them had cordial relationship with neighbors. Only little number of children had fair

and no contact with their neighbors who belong to both rural and urban

respectively.

It is finalized from the above table that majority of the children belonging to

urban areas had bad (or) negative relationship with their neighbours.
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Table - 6.24

Distribution of respondents according to their size of the family and relationship with their neighbours

Sl.
No

Size of the
family

Relationship with neighbors
Total

Good Fair Bad No contact

No % No % No % No % No %

1 Below and 4
members
% within size of
family

32
36.8%

53.3
7

8.0%
70.0

43
49.4%

62.3
5

5.7%
55.6

87
100.0%

58.8

2 5-7 members
% within size of
family

26
48.1%

43.3
2

3.7%
20.0

23
42.6%

33.3
3

5.6%
33.3

54
100.0%

36.5

3 Above 8
members
% within size of
family

1
50.0%

1.7
1

50.0%
10.0

0
0.0%

0.0
0

0.0%
0.0

2
100.0%

1.4

4 NA
Grown up in
children home

1
20.0%

1.7
0

0.0%
0.0

3
60.0%

4.3
1

20.0%
11.1

5
100.0%

3.4

Total
% within
relationship
with neighbors

60
40.5%

100.0
10

6.8%
100.0

69
46.6%

100.0
9

6.1%
100.0

148
100.0%

100.0
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The above table describes the relationship between size of family of the

respondents and nature of relationship with their neighbours. In the above table 58.8

percent of the respondents come from small size of family i.e. below 4 members,

and among them most (49.4 percent) of the respondents have negative or bad

relationship with their neighbours and 36.8 percent of the respondents have positive

(or) good relationship with their neighbours. Nearly 37 percent of the respondents

belong to medium size of family, i.e. 5-7 members and among them most (48.1

percent) of the respondents have good (or) positive relationship with their

neighbours, and 42.6 percent of the children have bad (or) negative relationship

with their neighbors. This indicates how the respondents family size influence the

relationship with their neighbours because majority of the children have bad (or)

negative relationship with neighbours belong to small size of family, i.e. below 4

members. Most of the respondents having good (or) positive relationship with their

neighbours come from a medium sized family i.e. 5-6 members.
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Table - 6.25
Distribution of respondents according to monthly income of their parents/guardian and relationship with neighbours

Sl.
No

Income of
parents/guardian

(Per month)

Relationship with neighbor Total
Good Fair Bad No contact

No % No % No % No % No %

1 1000 – 2000
% within monthly

income

1
16.7%

1.7
0

0.0%
0.0

4
66.7%

5.8
1

16.7%
11.1

6
100.0%

4.1

2 2000 – 3000
% within monthly

income

13
50.0%

21.7
1

3.8%
10.0

11
42.3%

15.9
1

3.8%
11.1

26
100.0%

17.6

3 3000 – 4000
% within monthly
income

20
46.5%

33.3
4

9.3%
40.0

19
44.2%

27.5
0

0.0%
0.0

43
100.0%

29.1

4 Above 4000
% within monthly

income

24
36.4%

40.0
5

7.6%
50.0

31
47.0%

44.9
6

9.1%
66.7

66
100.0%

44.6

5 NA
% within monthly

income

2
28.6%

3.3
0

0.0%
0.0

4
57.1%

5.8
1

14.3%
11.1

7
100.0%

4.7

Total
% within relationship
with neighbor

60
40.5%

100.0
10

6.8%
100.0

69
46.6%

100.0
9

6.1%
100.0

148
100.0%

100.0
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The above table gives on distribution of respondents according to monthly

income of their parents/ guardian and nature of relationship with their neighbours.

Of the total 17.6 percent of the respondents belong to income category of Rs, 2000-

3000 for per month earned by their parents/guardian, and among them 50 percent of

the respondents have cordial (or) good relationships with their neighbours and 42.3

percent of the respondents have bad (or) negative relationship with their neighbours.

Another 44.6 percent of the respondents belong to the income group of above 4000

and among them most (47 percent) of the respondents have bad (or) negative

relationship with neighbours, while, 36.4 percent of them have good relationship

with neighbours. Only a little number of respondents are grown up in children home

since from their birth, because they lost both parents.

1000 –
2000

2000 –
3000

1

13

0 1
4

11

1

Chart  6.3 Monthly income of their parents/guardian and
relationship with neighbours

Good
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It is finalized from the above table that majority of the respondents have

good relationship with their neighbours belong to low income category. Higher

income category of the respondents have mostly negative (or) bad relationship with

their neighbours.

Table - 6.26

Age group and drinking habits of the respondents

Sl.
No

Age group

Drinking habits
Total

Yes No

No % No % No %

1 6-10
% within Age group

1
100.0%

1.1
0

0.0%
0.0

1
100.0%

0.7

2 11-15
% within Age group

18
60.0%

20.0
12

40.0%
20.7

30
100.0%

20.3

3 16-18
% within Age group

71
60.7%

78.9
46

39.3%
79.3

117
100.0%

79.1

Total
% within drinking habits

90
60.8%

100.0
58

39.2%
100.0

148
100.0%

100.0

The above table infers the relationship between age group and drinking

habits of the respondents. Drinking habits also play major key factor in the

delinquent behaviour among the children. The present study also supports this

common assumption. Of the total 20.3 percent of the respondents who belong to age

group of 11-15 and among them most (60 percent) of the respondents are having

drinking habits and remaining 40 percent of them do not have any drinking habits.

Of the total 79.1 percent of the respondents belong to age group of 16-18 and

among them nearly 61 percent of the respondents have drinking habits, only 39.3

percent of the respondents do not have the drinking habits.
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It is concluded from the above table that majority of the respondents who

are having drinking habits belong to the age group of 16-18 respectively.

Table - 6.27

Community and drinking habits of the respondents

Sl.
No

Community

Drinking habits
Total

Yes No

No % No % No %

1 SC/ST
% within community

24
66.7%

26.7
12

33.3%
20.7

36
100.0%

24.3

2 BC
% within community

20
50.0%

22.2
20

50.0%
34.5

40
100.0%

27.0

3 MBC
% within community

27
60.0%

30.0
18

40.0%
31.0

45
100.0%

30.4

4 Others
% within community

19
70.4%

21.1
8

29.6%
13.8

27
100.0%

18.2

Total
% within Drinking habits

90
60.8%

100.0
58

39.2%
100.0

148
100.0%

100.0

The above table portrays the relationship between community background

and drinking habits of the respondents. It has been observed from the table which

community background of the respondents is mostly having drinking habits before

came to the home. Out of them 24.3 percent of the respondents belong to scheduled

caste category; among them nearly 67 percent of the respondents are having

drinking habits. Another 27 percent of the respondents belong to backward

community, among them around 50 percent of the respondents are having drinking

habits. While majority of the (30.4 percent) inmates are belonging to most

backward caste and among them around 60 percent of the respondents is also

having drinking habits. Yet another 18.2 percent of the respondents come from
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other caste categories and among them nearly 71 percent of the respondents also

having drinking habits.

From the above table it is concluded that the majority of the respondents

belongs to the most backward caste. But most of the respondents also having

drinking habits have come from all the communities except backward class. We

may say in conclusion that above the data also revealed that working groups and

cultural change may have influence on having drinking habits among the children.

Table - 6.28

Educational status and drinking habits of the respondents

Sl.
No

Educational Status

Drinking habits
Total

Yes No

No % No % No %

1 Illiterate
% within Educational Status

6
66.7%

6.7
3

33.7%
5.2

9
100.0%

6.1

2 Primary Level
% within Educational Status

35
76.1%

38.9
11

23.9%
19.0

46
100.0%

31.1

3 Secondary level
% within Educational Status

41
58.6%

45.6
29

41.4%
50.0

70
100.0%

47.3

4 Matriculation level
% within Educational Status

8
38.1%

8.9
13

61.9%
22.4

21
100.0%

14.2

5 Diplomo/ Degeree
% within Educational Status

0
0.0%

0.0
2

100.0%
3.4

2
100.0%

1.4

Total
% within Drinking habits

90
60.8%

100.0
58

39.2%
100.0

148
100.0%

100.0

The above table depicts the relationship between educational status and

drinking habits of the respondents. Education is an important ingredient of
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development and it helps the individual to lead a socially acceptable personal

satisfying life. In the above table 31.1 percent of the respondents had completed

primary level of education and among them 76.1 percent of the respondents are

having drinking habits. Another 47.3 percent of the respondents completed

secondary level of education, among them 58.6 percent of the respondents are also

having drinking habits. Yet another 14.2 percent of the respondents who had

completed the matriculation level of education, among them 38.1 percent of the

respondents are having drinking habits. Only 2 respondents have attained diploma/

degree level of education but those children do not have a drinking habit.

It is found out from the above analysis that majority of the respondents

completed primary level education mostly have drinking habits. While, the majority

of the respondents not having drinking habits have also attained matriculation level

and diploma/ degree level. The data also suggest high levels of educational status of

the respondents who also do not have drinking habits.

Table - 6.29

Place of residence and drinking habits of the respondents

Sl.
No

Place of residence

Drinking habits
Total

Yes No

No % No % No %

1 Rural
% within Place of residence

34
53.1%

37.8
30

46.9%
51.7

64
100.0%

43.2

2 Urban
% within Place of residence

56
66.7%

62.2
28

33.3%
48.3

84
100.0%

56.8

Total
% within drinking habits

90
60.8%

100.0
58

39.2%
100.0

148
100.0%

100.0
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The above table portrays the relationship between the place of residence and

drinking habits of the respondents. Place of living exercise quite an intense

influence on the individual behavior. Various experts have studied locality of the

family to find out its relation with the delinquency. Shaw and McKay (1932) found

that delinquents came from particular areas called delinquent area while Reckless et

al (1957) was of the opinion that boys living on highly delinquent areas do not

become delinquent even in the most adverse social settings.  The table also gives a

clear indication that the drinking habits of the respondents who belong to a

particular place of residence i.e. either rural or urban areas. Of the total 43.2 percent

of the respondents belong to rural areas and among them 53.1 percent of the

respondents are having drinking habits. Another 56.8 percent of the respondents

belong to urban areas and among them nearly 67 percent of the respondents are also

having drinking habits.

It is clear from the table that majority of the respondents are having

drinking habits who belong to urban areas.
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Table - 6.30

Monthly income of their parents/guardian and drinking habits of the

respondents

Sl.
No

Income of
parents/guardian (Per

month)

Drinking habits
Total

Yes No

No % No % No %

1 1000 – 2000
% within monthly income

4
66.7%

4.4
2

33.3%
3.4

6
100.0%

4.1

2 2000 – 3000
% within monthly income

16
61.5%

17.8
10

38.5%
17.2

26
100.0%

17.6

3 3000 – 4000
% within monthly income

23
53.5%

25.6
20

46.5%
34.5

43
100.0%

29.1

4 Above 4000
% within monthly income

43
65.2%

47.8
23

34.8%
39.7

66
100.0%

44.6

5 NA
% within monthly
income

4
57.1%

4.4
3

42.9%
5.2

7
100.0%

4.7

Total
% within drinking habits

90
60.8%

100.0
58

39.2%
100.0

148
100.0%

100.0

Generally low income status of the family has been considered one of the

most important factors of delinquent behaviour for owing to poverty is being

expressed by the various social scientists. But nowadays many studies have found

that delinquents also come from fairly well to do families also (Sarkar 1987). At

this juncture it is very interesting to know the relationship of family income with the

drinking habits among the respondents. Of the total 17.6 percent of the respondents

belong to the income group of 2000-3000 and among them 61.5 percent of the
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respondents are mostly having drinking habits. Another 29.1 percent of the

respondents belong to the income group 3000-4000 and among them most (53

percent) of the respondents are having drinking habits. Yet another 44.6 percent of

the respondents belong to the income category of Rs. Above 4000 and among them

65.2 percent of the respondents have drinking habits.

It has been observed from the above table that majority of the respondents

are having drinking habits belong to the high level income category. The present

study also support the common assumption assumed by various social scientists.

Table - 6.31

Age group and smoking habits of the respondents

Sl.
No

Age group

Smoking habits
Total

Yes No

No % No % No %

1 6-10
% within Age group

0
0.0%

0.0
1

100.0%
1.4

1
100.0%

0.7

2 11-15
% within Age group

15
50.0%

19.0
15

50.0%
21.7

30
100.0%

20.3

3 16-18
% within Age group

64
54.7%

81.0
53

45.3%
76.8

117
100.0%

79.1

Total
% within smoking habits

79
53.4%

100.0
69

46.6%
100.0

148
100.0%

100.0

The above table infers the relationship between age group and smoking

habits of the respondents. Smoking habits also is considered as one of the common

deviant behaviour among the children. A habit is a repeated behaviour /action in a

certain environment. Habit also chisel lead the personality of the individual good or
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bad, as personality is the sum total of one’s behavior in a certain environment.  The

present study also clearly indicates which type of age group of children is mostly

having smoking habits. Of the total 20.3 percent of the respondents belongs to the

age group of 11-15 and among them nearly 50 percent of the respondents are having

smoking habits and also remain 50 percent of them do not smoke. Another majority

(79.1 percent) of the respondents belongs to the age group of 16-18 and among

them 54.7 percent of the respondents are mostly having smoking habits.

It is concluded from the above table that majority of the respondents are

mostly having smoking habits belong to the age group of 16-18 respectively.

Table - 6.32

Community and smoking habits of the respondents

Sl.
No

Community

Smoking habits
Total

Yes No

No % No % No %

1 SC/ST
% within community

18
50.0%

22.8
18

50.0%
26.1

36
100.0%

24.3

2 BC
% within community

22
55.0%

27.8
18

45.0%
26.1

40
100.0%

27.0

3 MBC
% within community

24
53.3%

30.4
21

46.7%
30.4

45
100.0%

30.4

4 Others
% within community

15
55.6%

19.0
12

44.4%
17.4

27
100.0%

18.2

Total
% within smoking habits

79
53.4%

100.0
69

46.6%
100.0

148
100.0%

100.0

The above table portrays the relationship between community background

and smoking habits of the respondents. We must have an insight into how far caste
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is important in determining bad habits among the children, particularly smoking

habits. Out of the 24.3 percent of the respondents belong to scheduled caste

category, among them only 50 percent the respondents are having habits of

smoking. Another 27 percent of the respondents belong to the backward class and

among them 55 percent of the respondents have habits of smoking. Yet another 30.4

percent of the respondents belong to the most backward class and among them 53.3

percent of the respondents are having habits of smoking.

From the above table it is concluded that a little over than majority of the

respondents are having habits of smoking who are belonging to all the communities

compared to schedule caste.

Table - 6.33

Educational status and smoking habits of the respondents

Sl.
No

Educational Status

Smoking habits
Total

Yes No

No % No % No %

1 Illiterate
% within Educational Status

5
55.6%

6.3
4

44.4%
5.8

9
100.0%

6.1

2 Primary Level
% within Educational Status

30
65.2%

38.0
16

34.8%
23.2

46
100.0%

31.1

3 Secondary level
% within Educational Status

36
51.4%

45.6
34

48.6%
49.3

70
100.0%

47.3

4 Matriculation level
% within Educational Status

8
38.1%

10.1
13

61.9%
18.8

21
100.0%

14.2

5 Diplomo/Degeree
% within Educational Status

0
0.0%

0.0
2

100.0%
2.9

2
100.0%

1.4

Total
% within smoking habits

79
53.4%

100.0
69

46.6%
100.0

148
100.0%

100.0
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Generally education plays an important role in the formation of behaviour

pattern particularly among the children at the earlier stages. Here it is interesting to

know the relationship of education with the bad habits especially smoking among

the children. The above table highlights the relationship between the respondent’s

educational status and their having smoking habits. In the above table, 31.1 percent

of the respondents had completed the primary level of education and among them

most (65.2 percent) of the respondents are having smoking habits. It was observed

that smoking habit is also one of the major deviant behaviour among the children,

so above table also bring out the fact that most of the children are having smoking

habits. Another 47.3 percent of the respondents completed the secondary level of

education, among them 51.4 percent of the respondents also having the habits of

smoking.

The inferences of the above data shows majority of the respondents who

have the habit of smoking have low levels of educational status, while, only below

40 percent of the respondents who also smoke have attained matriculation and

degree level of education.
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Table - 6.34

Place of residence and smoking habits of the respondents

Sl.
No

Place of residence

Smoking habits
Total

Yes No

No % No % No %

1 Rural
% within Place of residence

28
43.8%

35.4
36

56.3%
52.2

64
100.0%

43.2

2 Urban
% within Place of residence

51
60.7%

64.6
33

39.3%
47.8

84
100.0%

56.8

Total
% within smoking habits

79
53.4%

100.0
69

46.6%
100.0

148
100.0%

100.0

The above table reveals the relationship between native place of residence

and having the smoking habits of the respondents. Place of living exercise quite an

intense influence on the individual’s behavior. Various experts have studied locality

of the family to find out its relation with the delinquency. But, the present study

reveals that most of the children come from urban areas. Out of the total 43.2

percent of the children belong to the rural areas, among them 56.3 percent of the

respondents do not smoke, while, 43.8 percent of the respondents are having

smoking habits. Another 56.8 percent of the respondents belong to urban areas and

among them more than 60 percent of the respondents have smoking habits.

It reveals that majority of the respondents who are having smoking habits

belong to urban areas while, rural children rarely have the habits of smoking,

because, urban children mostly come from slum areas, so anti-social behaviour and

bad habits are easily learned from others.
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Table - 6.35

Monthly income of their parents/guardian and smoking habits of the

respondents

Sl.
No

Income of
parents/guardian (Per

month)

Smoking habits
Total

Yes No

No % No % No %

1 1000 – 2000
% within monthly income

4
66.7%

5.1
2

33.3%
2.9

6
100.0%

4.1

2 2000 – 3000
% within monthly income

12
46.2%

15.2
14

53.8%
20.3

26
100.0%

17.6

3 3000 – 4000
% within monthly income

23
53.5%

29.1
20

46.5%
29.0

43
100.0%

29.1

4 Above 4000
% within monthly income

36
54.5%

45.6
30

45.5%
43.5

66
100.0%

44.6

5 NA
% within monthly income

4
57.1%

5.1
3

42.9%
4.3

7
100.0%

4.7

Total
% within smoking habits

79
53.4%

100.0
69

46.6%
100.0

148
100.0%

100.0

The above table explains that the relationship between income of the parents/

guardian of the respondents and having the habits of smoking among them. The

higher income family is one of the key factor of children who have money to spend

for consuming alcohol and smoking, because higher income category of the

children easily fulfill their economic and other needs for their livelihood. According

to the above table 17.6 percent of the respondents belong to the family income of

Rs.2000-3000, and among them 46.2 percent of the respondents are having the

habits of smoking. Out of the 29.1 percent of the respondents belong to their family
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income of Rs 3001-4000, and among them majority (53.5 percent) of the

respondents are also habits of having smoking habit. Another 44.6 percent of the

respondents belong to the category family income of above Rs.4001 among them

54.5 percent of the respondents have smoking habits.

This present study also support the common assumption, because less than

50 percent of the respondents having smoking habits belong families with low

income. More than 50 percent of the children having the habits of smoking belong

to families whose income is above Rs. 4001 earned by their parents per month.

Table - 6.36

Distribution of the respondents according to their community and favourable

opinion about parents/guardian

Sl.
No

Community

Favorable opinion about
parents/guardian Total

Yes No
No % No % No %

1 SC/ST
% within community

29
80.6%

22.3
7

19.4%
38.9

36
100.0%

24.3

2 BC
% within community

34
85.0%

26.2
6

15.0%
33.3

40
100.0%

27.0

3 MBC
% within community

42
93.3%

32.3
3

6.7%
16.7

45
100.0%

30.4

4 Others
% within community

25
92.6%

19.2
2

7.4%
11.1

27
100.0%

18.2

Total
% within favorable opinion
about parents/guardian

130
87.8%

100.0
18

12.2%
100.0

148
100.0%

100.0
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From the table an idea about the relationship between community

background of the respondents and favorable opinion about their parents/ guardian

can be studied. The parents no doubt are the most important figures in the family.

They on the one hand are sources of security and are the main means of satisfaction

for their children and on the other hand they are disciplinary agents in the family. It

is a generalized fact that the personality of the parents plays an important role in

shaping the behavioural patterns and personality development of their children.

Therefore it is important to know the children’s attitude towards their

parents/guardian.  Out of the 24.3 percent of the respondents belong to scheduled

caste category, and among them 80.6 percent of the respondents reported that

favorable opinion of their parents/ guardian. Another 27 percent of the respondents

belong to backward class, among them nearly 93 percent of the respondents had

positive attitude towards parents/ guardian. Out of the majority 30.4 percent of the

respondents belong to most backward caste. Among them nearly 94 percent of the

respondents also felt that favorable attitude of their parents/guardian.

It was concluded from the above table that overwhelming majority of the

respondents also reported that they have favorable opinion about their parents/

guardian belong to the all the community categories.
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Table - 6.37

Distribution of respondents according to their educational status and favorable

opinion about parents/guardian

Sl.
No

Educational Status

Favorable opinion about
parents/guardian Total

Yes No
No % No % No %

1 Illiterate
% within Educational
Status

8
88.9%

6.2
1

11.1%
5.6

9
100.0%

6.1

2 Primary Level
% within Educational
Status

35
76.1%

26.9
11

23.9%
61.1

46
100.0%

31.1

3 Secondary level
% within Educational
Status

64
91.4%

49.2
6

8.6%
33.3

70
100.0%

47.3

4 Matriculation level
% within Educational
Status

21
100.0%

16.2
0

0.0%
0.0

21
100.0%

14.2

5 Diplomo/Degeree
% within Educational
Status

2
100.0%

1.5
0

0.0%
0.0

2
100.0%

1.4

Total
% withinfavourable
opinion about
parents/guardian

130
87.8%

100.0
18

12.2%
100.0

148
100.0%

100.0

From the table we inferred an idea about the relationship between

educational status and respondent’s opinion about their parents/ guardian. Basically

as we know education plays important role in the formation of behavioural pattern

particularly among the children at the earlier stages. Here it is interesting to the

know relationship of education, with their attitude on their parents/guardian. Out of

the strength 31.1 percent of the children had completed primary level of education

and among them 88 percent of the children have reported favorable opinions about
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their parents/ guardian. Another 47.3 percent of the children had completed

secondary level of education, and among them 91.4 percent of the children reported

a favorable statement about their parents/ guardian. It was observed that majority of

the children who had completed low level of educational category i.e. primary and

secondary level of education reported a favorable opinion about their parents/

guardian. But all (100 percent) the respondents who have attained matric and degree

level had a favorable opinion about their parents/ guardian.

Table - 6.38

Distribution of respondents according to their place of residence and

favourable opinion about parents/guardian

Sl
No Place of residence

Favorable opinion about
parents/guardian Total

Yes No
No % No % No %

1 Rural
% with in Place of
residence

58
90.6%

44.6
6

9.4%
33.3

64
100.0%

43.2

2 Urban
% with in Place of
residence

72
85.7%

55.4
12

14.3%
66.7

84
100.0%

56.8

Total
% within favourable
opinion about
parents/guardian

130
87.8%

100.0
18

12.2%
100.0

148
100.0%

100.0

The above table explains the relationship between native place of

respondents and basic opinion about their parents/ guardian. Place of living exercise

quite an intense influence on the individual behaviour. Cordial relationship between

parents and children are very important to shaping the behaviour pattern of children

for development of a positive attitude towards their parents/guardian. The present
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study also reveals that children belonging to rural and urban areas were mostly

having a favorable opinion about their parents/ guardian. Out of the 43.2 percent of

the children belong to rural areas; among them 90.6 percent of the respondents have

a favorable opinion about their parents/ guardian. According to 56.8 percent of the

children who belong to urban areas, and among them 85.7 percent of the children

are also reported to have good relationship with their parents/ guardian.

It was concluded that overwhelming majority of the respondents had

favorable opinion about their parents/ guardian belonged to both rural and urban

areas.

Table - 6.39

Age group and their parents approach towards the respondents

Sl.
No

Age
group

Parents approach
Total

Strict Liberal Do not care NA

No % No % No % No % No %
1 6-10

% within
Age
group

0
0.0%

0.0
0

0.0%
0.0

0
0.0%

0.0
1

100.0%
3.7

1
100.0%

0.7

2 11-15
% within
Age
group

15
50.0%

17.4
5

16.7%
20.8

3
10.0%

27.3
7

23.3%
25.9

30
100.0%

20.3

3 16-18
% within
Age
group

71
60.7%

82.6
19

16.2%
79.2

8
6.8%

72.7
19

16.2%
70.4

117
100.0%

79.1

Total
% within
parents
approach

86
58.1%

100.0
24

16.2%
100.0

11
7.4%

100.0
27

18.2%
100.0

148
100.0%

100.0
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The family is first training school which helps in shaping the behavioural

formation of children. This depends upon the character ability of the parents, type

of social relationship and moral atmosphere in the home. McCord’s (1959) found

that most of the delinquents come from frustrating tense and conflict ridden homes.

Similarly Craick and Glick (1969) considered lack of cohesiveness among the

family members as one of the main factors of deviant behaviour among the

children. The above table discusses about relationship between age group of the

respondents and their attitude of parents approach towards them. According to 20.3

percent of the respondents belong to the age group of 11-15, among them 50

percent of the respondents reported that their parents approach towards them are

strict and 16.7 percent of the respondents were liberally treated by their parents.

Only 10 percent of the respondents were not cared by their parents. 79.1 percent of

the respondents belonged to the age group of 16-18 and among them 60.7 percent of

the respondents are strictly treated by their parents; nearly 17 percent of the

respondents reported that their parents are liberal towards them. Out of the total 148

respondents selected for this present study by census method, only 27 respondents

were brought up by a guardian, so they are not applicable to the above analysis.

The data highlights the majority of the respondents who belonged to the age

group of 16-18 felt that they were strictly treated by their parents.
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Table - 6.40

Distribution of respondents according to their community and attitude towards parents’ approach

Sl.
No

Community

Parents approach
Total

Strict Liberal Do not care NA

No % No % No % No % No %

1 SC/ST
% within community

19
52.8%

22.1
7

19.4%
29.2

4
11.1%

36.4
6

16.7%
22.2

36
100.0%

24.3

2 BC
% within community

22
55.0%

25.6
7

17.5%
29.2

1
2.5%

9.1
10

25.0%
37.0

40
100.0%

27.0

3 MBC
% within community

33
73.3%

38.4
5

11.1%
20.8

3
6.7%

27.3
4

8.9%
14.8

45
100.0%

30.4

4 Others
% within community

12
44.4%

14.0
5

18.5%
20.8

3
11.1%

27.3
7

25.9%
25.9

27
100.0%

18.2

Total
% within parents approach

86
58.1%

100.0
24

16.2%
100.0

11
7.4%

100.0
27

18.2%
100.0

148
100.0%

100.0
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From the table we infer an idea about distribution of respondents according

to their community and attitude towards their parents approach. The attitude

towards the images of family members takes shape in the deep layer of the mind of

the child in the family circumstances only. The parental discipline, intimate

relationship between parents shapes the psychological make up of the children. So

there is a close relationship between home environment and adjustment of child in

the family. A feeling of adequacy at home encourage growth, confidence,

frankness, respect for personality, ability to face reality in the child (Carr, 1950).

Earlier we analyzed the attitude of parents towards their children indirectly through

the children, but here an effort is made to know the attitude of the children towards

their parents approach. For this purpose, we have classified the responses of

delinquents in four categories i.e. strict, liberal, do not care and not applicable. Of

the 24.3 percent of the respondents that belong to scheduled caste more than 50

percent of the respondents reported that they are strictly treated by their parents and

19 percent of them are liberally treated by their parents, nearly 12 percent of the

respondent’s parents do not care. 27 percent of the respondents belong to backward

class, among them 55 percent of the respondents were treated strictly by their

parents; nearly 18 percent of the respondent’s parents are liberal towards their

children. According to 30.4 percent of the respondents who belonged to most

backward class, most (73.3 percent) of the respondents were treated strictly by their

parents.
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It was concluded that majority of the respondents are treated strictly by their

parents belonged to all the category of communities.

0 5

SC/ST

BC

MBC

Other
s

Chart 6.4 Community and attitude towards parents’
approach
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Table - 6.41

Distribution of respondents according to their educational status and attitude towards parents approach

Sl.
No

Educational Status

Parents approach
Total

Strict Liberal Do not care NA

No % No % No % No % No %
1 Illiterate

% within Educational
Status

4
44.4%

4.7
3

33.3%
12.5

0
0.0%

0.0
2

22.2%
7.4

9
100.0%

6.1

2 Primary Level
% within Educational
Status

25
54.3%

29.1
8

17.4%
33.3

6
13.0%

54.5
7

15.2%
25.9

46
100.0%

31.1

3 Secondary level
% within Educational
Status

40
57.1%

46.5
9

12.9%
37.5

5
7.1%

45.5
16

22.9%
59.3

70
100.0%

47.3

4 Matriculation level
% within Educational
Status

16
76.2%

18.6
3

14.3%
12.5

0
0.0%

0.0
2

9.5%
7.4

21
100.0%

14.2

5 Diplomo/Degeree
% within Educational
Status

1
50.0%

1.2
1

50.0%
4.2

0
0.0%

0.0
0

0.0%
0.0

2
100.0%

1.4

Total
% within parents
approach

86
58.1%

100.0
24

16.2%
100.0

11
7.4%

100.0
27

18.2%
100.0

148
100.0%

100.0
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The above table describes the relationship between educational statuse of the

respondents and who reported of their parents approach towards them. Of the 31.1

percent who had completed the primary level of education, 54.3 percent of the

respondents were treated strictly by their parents i.e. who are controlled and also

supervised by their parents, 13 percent of their parents did not care. Another 47.3

percent of the respondents had completed secondary level of education, among

them 57.1 percent of the respondents were treated strictly by their parents, only 7.1

parents of the respondents did not care.

The inference of the above table concluded that majority of the respondents

who are treated strictly by their parents, came from all the educational categories,

although, slightly over than majority of the respondents who have studied

matriculation level felt being treated as strict by their parents.
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Table - 6.42

Distribution of respondents according to their place of residence and attitude towards parents approach

Sl.

No
Place of residence

Parents approach
Total

Strict Liberal Do not care NA

No % No % No % No % No %

1 Rural

% with in place of residence

39

60.9%

45.3 9

14.1%

37.5 4

6.3%

36.4 12

18.8%

44.4 64

100.0%

43.2

2 Urban

% with in Place of residence

47

56.0%

54.7 15

17.9%

62.5 7

8.3%

63.6 15

17.9%

55.6 84

100.0%

56.8

Total

% within attitude towards parents
approach

86

58.1%

100.0 24

16.2%

100.0 11

7.4%

100.0 27

18.2%

100.0 148

100.0%

100.0



185

The above table explains the native place of residence and their attitude

towards parents approach. The present study found that majority of the respondents

came from urban areas; the above table also explains the relationship between place

of residence of the respondents and their attitude towards their parents approach.

Out of the total 43.2 percent of the children belong to rural areas, among them 60.9

percent of the children reported their parents approach as strict, nearly 15 percent of

the children report that their parents approach was not strict but liberal. Another

56.8 percent of the children belong to urban areas and among them more than 55

percent of the children are strictly treated by their parents, nearly 18 percent of the

respondents had liberal treatment by their parents. A Little number of respondents

were not cared by their parents.

It was clear from the above table that majority of the respondents who came

from urban areas reported that their parents’ attitude towards them were strict.

While, only few number of respondents come under the “do not care” category by

parents. The present findings are in consonance with the findings of Amati (1993)

and Prasad et al (1995) but contrary to the findings of the Sarkar (1987) that most of

the deviant children have rural background.
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Table - 6.43

Age group and routine activities supervised/ watched by their parents of the

respondents

Sl.
No

Age group

Parents supervision
Total

Yes No NA

No % No % No % No %

1

6-10
% within
Age group

0
0.0%

0.0
0

0.0%
0.0

1
100.0%

3.7
1

100.0%
0.7

2

11-15
% within
Age group

17
56.7%

17.3
7

23.3%
30.4

6
20.0%

22.2
30

100.0%
20.3

3

16-18
% within
Age group

81
69.2%

82.7
16

13.7%
69.6

20
17.1%

74.1
117

100.0%
79.1

Total
% within
parents
supervision

98
66.2%

100.0
23

15.5%
100.0

27
18.2%

100.0
148

100.0%
100.0

Modern families are mostly comprised of parents and their children. So the

type of relationships between the parents have a direct impact on the behaviour of

their children, parents should supervise every activity of their children, because

children mostly have chances to be involved in anti-social activities like alcoholism

and drug addiction, watching the pornographic videos and others through the

internet along with their peer group relationship. The present study also deals with

the relationship between age group of the respondents and their attitude towards

parental supervision of their activities before committing the present offence. Out of

the total strength 20.3 percent of the respondents belong to the age group of 11-15,
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among them 56.7 percent of the respondents reported that their regular activities

were supervised by their parents. Most (79.1 percent) of the respondents belong to

the age group of 16-18; among them nearly 70 percent of the respondents are

regularly watched by their parents.

It was clear from the above table that slightly over than majority of the

respondents belong to the age group of 16-18, than age category of 11-15, reported

that their parents regularly supervised their every activities.

Table - 6.44

Distribution of respondents according to their community and routine

activities supervised/ watched by the parents

Sl.
No

Community

Parents supervision
Total

Yes No NA

No % No % No % No %

1 SC/ST
% within
community

24
66.7%

24.5
5

13.9%
21.7

7
19.4%

25.9
36

100.0%
24.3

2 BC
% within
community

26
65.0%

26.5
5

12.5%
21.7

9
22.5%

33.3
40

100.0%
27.0

3 MBC
% within
community

33
73.3%

33.7
6

13.3%
26.1

6
13.3%

22.2
45

100.0%
30.4

4 Others
% within
community

15
55.6%

15.3
7

25.9%
30.4

5
18.5%

18.5
27

100.0%
18.2

Total
% within
parents
supervision

98
66.2%

100.0
23

15.5%
100.0

27
18.2%

100.0
148

100.0%
100.0
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The above table explains the relationship between community background of

the respondents and their opinion about parental supervision. It tells how far caste is

important in determining the relationships between children are attitude towards

their parental supervision of their routine activities. The parents are sources of

security and main means of satisfaction for their children and on the other hand they

are disciplinary agents in the family. Therefore the parents should show special

attention and follow their children’s every activity. The present study also found

that 24.3 percent of the respondents belong to scheduled caste and among them 66.7

percent of the respondents opinion about their parents was that they are regularly

supervised by them. Another 27 percent of the respondents belong to backward

class; among them 65 percent of the respondents parents regularly supervised their

activities of their wards. Yet another 30.4 percent of the respondents belong to most

backward caste among them nearly 75 percent of the respondents had positive

opinion about their parental care and supervision.

From the above table majority of the respondents who had positive opinion

about their parental care i.e. parent’s supervision of their children activities

belonged to all the communities; it will also help in prevention of escalation of anti-

social activities committed by the juveniles.
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Table - 6.45

Distribution of respondents according to their educational status and routine

activities supervised/ watched by the parents

Sl.
No

Educational
Status

Parent’s supervision
Total

Yes No NA

No % No % No % No %

1 Illiterate
% within
Educational
Status

7
77.8%

7.1
1

11.1%
4.3

1
11.1%

3.7
9

100.0%
6.1

2 Primary Level
% within
Educational
Status

27
58.7%

27.6
12

26.1%
52.2

7
15.2%

25.9
46

100.0%
31.1

3 Secondary level
% within
Educational
Status

44
62.9%

44.9
10

14.3%
43.5

16
22.9%

59.3
70

100.0%
47.3

4 Matriculation
level
% within
Educational
Status

18
85.7%

18.4
0

0.0%
0.0

3
14.3%

11.1
21

100.0%
14.2

5 Diplomo/Degeree
% within
Educational
Status

2
100.0%

2.0
0

0.0%
0.0

0
0.0%

0.0
2

100.0%
1.4

Total
% within parent’s
supervision

98
66.2%

100.0
23

15.5%
100.0

27
18.2%

100.0
148

100.0%
100.0
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The above table explains the relationship between the educational status and

respondent’s opinion about their parental supervision/care. So earlier we had

analyzed whether the children were supervised/watched by their parents before

came to the home. Out of the total 31.1 percent of the respondents had completed

the primary level of education, among them 58.7 percent of the respondents said

that the parents regularly watched their routine activities. Another 47.3 percent of

the respondents who completed secondary level of education and among them 62.9

percent of the respondents also had a favorable statement about their parent’s

supervision. Nearly 15 percent of the respondents had completed the matriculation

level, among them 85.7 percent of the respondents are regularly supervised by their

parents.

From the above it clearly indicates the overwhelming majority of the

respondents who had completed matriculation and degree level of education said

that they are regularly supervised by their parents. We could conclude from above

findings that there is a significant relationship between parental supervision and

their education.
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Table - 6.46

Distribution of respondents according to their place of residence and routine

activities supervised/ watched by the parents

Sl.
No

Place of
residence

Parents supervision
Total

Yes No NA
No % No % No % No %

1 Rural
% within
Place of
residence

45
70.3%

45.9
8

12.5%
34.8

11
17.2%

40.7
64

100.0%
43.2

2 Urban
% within
Place of
residence

53
63.1%

54.1
15

17.9%
65.2

16
19.0%

59.3
84

100.0%
56.8

Total
% within
parents
supervision

98
66.2%

100.0
23

15.5%
100.0

27
18.2%

100.0
148

100.0%
100.0

The analysis of the above table presents the relationship between the place of

residents of respondents and their opinion about parents care and supervision. Place

of living exercise quite an intense influence on the individual behaviour. Nowadays

most of the anti-social activities involved by the children were due to lack of

parental care and due to lack of supervision over their children activities. Most of

the deviant children come from broken families, single parent or having lost both

parents. The impact of urbanization is also one of the major factors for lack of

parental care and supervision of their children’s activities, because the urban parents

mostly concentrate on work for their livelihood. Of the total 43.2 percent of the

respondents belong to rural areas, among them 70.3 percent of the respondents had

favorable attitude towards their parental care and supervision, another 56.8 percent

of the respondents belong to urban areas and among them 63.1 percent of the

respondents said that they were regularly supervised by their parents. Generally
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most of the deviant children come from broken families. i.e. single parents or

having lost both parents. So, those children could not be supervised by their parents.

While we may say from the above discussion that majority of the respondents come

from urban areas at the same time slightly less than majority of the urban children

said positive opinion about their parental supervision, when compared than children

from rural areas.

Table - 6.47

Distribution of respondents according to their size of the family and routine

activities supervised/ watched by the parents

Sl.
No

Size of the
family

Parents supervision
Total

Yes No NA
No % No % No % No %

1 Below  4
members
% within
size of
family

60
69.0%

61.2
13

14.9%
56.5

14
16.1%

51.9
87

100.0%
58.8

2 5-7
members
% within
size of
family

36
66.7%

36.7
9

16.7%
39.1

9
16.7%

33.3
54

100.0%
36.5

3 Above 8
members
% within
size of
family

2
100.0%

2.0
0

.0%
0.0

0
0.0%

0.0
2

100.0%
1.4

4 NA
Grown up
in children
home

0
0.0%

0.0
1

20.0%
4.3

4
80.0%

14.8
5

100.0%
3.4

Total
% within
parents
supervision

98
66.2%

100.0
23

15.5%
100.0

27
18.2%

100.0
148

100.0%
100.0
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The above table explains the relationship between the size of family of the

respondents and their parental supervision on their regular activities. Darshan

kumar (2003) has stated that large size of family is also considered as one of the

important factors of delinquent behaviour by various sociologists. Size of family is

strongly linked with poverty and lack of parental care and supervision, as

overcrowding leads to inadequacy or insufficiency among the family members. It is

also found out that large size of family leads to lack of attention and supervision of

their children’s activities; less control and deprivation of affection from the parents

which in turn increases the proneness to deviancy. Out of the strength 58.8 percent

of the respondents belong to small size of family i.e. only below 4 members, among

them 69 percent of the respondents said that parents also regularly watched their

regular activities. Another 36.5 percent of the respondents belong to medium sized

family i.e. 5-7 members, among them 66.7 percent of the respondents had favorable

opinion about their parents and said they routinely watched their every activity. Out

of the 148 respondents selected for these present studies by census method, among

them 27 respondents were grown up by the guardian, those are not applicable to

above the table.

From the above table majority of the respondents belong to small sized

family i.e. below 4 members reported that parents regularly supervised/watched

their routine activities. The present study also support the common assumption,

because slightly less than majority of the respondents come from medium size of

family i.e. below 5-7members, who expressed that their regular activities were less

supervised by the parents when compared to small size of family i.e. below 4

members.
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Table - 6.48

Distribution of respondents according to their age group and respondent’s

attitude towards siblings

Sl.
No

Age
group

Attitude towards siblings
Total

Cordial Not cordial Kindful NA

No % No % No % No % No %

1 6-10
%
within
Age
group

0
0.0%

0.0
0

0.0%
0.0

0
0.0%

0.0
1

100.0%
8.3

1
100.0%

0.7

2 11-15
%
within
Age
group

25
83.3%

21.7
3

10.0%
37.5

0
0.0%

0.0
2

6.7%
16.7

30
100.0%

20.3

3 16-18
%
within
Age
group

90
76.9%

78.3
5

4.3%
62.5

13
11.1%

100.0
9

7.7%
75.0

117
100.0%

79.1

Total
%
within
Attitude
towards
siblings

115
77.7%

100.0
8

5.4%
100.0

13
8.8%

100.0
12

8.1%
100.0

148
100.0%

100.0

The table presents the data on relationship between age group and children’s

attitude towards their siblings. The attitude towards the images of family members

especially siblings, takes shape in the deep layer of the mind of the child in the

family only. Various sociologists and psychologists’ found out that most of the

delinquents also had indifferent attitude towards their siblings, because their parents
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showed impartial treatment to their children. So earlier, we have analyzed the

attitude of respondents towards their siblings.  It is evident from the above that 20.3

percent of the children belong to the age group of 11- 15 years, among them most

(83.3 percent) of the children said to have cordial relationship with their siblings.

Another 79.1 percent of the children belong to age group of 16-18 and among them

76.9 percent of the respondent’s attitude towards their sibling were cordial.

So we may conclude from the above discussion that as far as the age group

of the children was concerned majority of the respondents belong to the age group

of 16-18 who have cordial relationships with their siblings.
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Table - 6.49

Distribution of respondents according to their community and attitude towards siblings

SL

NO Community

Attitude towards siblings Total

Cordial Not cordial Kindful NA

No % No % No % No % No %

1 SC/ST

% within community

29

80.6%
25.2

1

2.8%
12.5

2

5.6%
15.4

4

11.1%
33.3

36

100.0%
24.3

2 BC

% within community

30

75.0%
26.1

3

7.5%
37.5

3

7.5%
23.1

4

10.0%
33.3

40

100.0%
27.0

3 MBC

% within community

36

80.0%
31.3

2

4.4%
25.0

6

13.3%
46.2

1

2.2%
8.3

45

100.0%
30.4

4 Others

% within community

20

74.1%
17.4

2

7.4%
25.0

2

7.4%
15.4

3

11.1%
25.0

27

100.0%
18.2

Total

% within attitude towards siblings

115

77.7%
100.0

8

5.4%
100.0

13

8.8%
100.0

12

8.1%
100.0

148

100.0%
100.0
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Now we can see the relationship between caste and attitude towards their

siblings i.e. how far caste is important in determining the attitude towards their

sibling’s relationship. It is evident from the above table that 24.3 percent of the

respondents belong to scheduled caste, among them 80.6 percent of the respondents

had cordial relationship with their siblings. Another 27 percent of the respondents

belong to backward class, among them 75 percent of the respondents had cordial

relationship with their siblings. Accordingly 30.4 percent of the respondents

belonged to most backward class and among them nearly 80 percent of the

respondents had favorable attitude towards their siblings. Only few numbers of

respondents belonging to all the communities had problems in sibling’s

relationship.

It was concluded that majority of the respondents who had cordial

relationship with their siblings belong to most backward class and scheduled caste.
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Table - 6.50

Distribution of respondents according to their educational status and attitude towards siblings

SL

NO Educational Status

Attitude towards siblings Total

Cordial Not cordial Kindful NA

No % No % No % No % No %

1 Illiterate

% within Educational Status

5

55.6%
4.3

1

11.1%
12.5

2

22.2%
15.4

1

11.1%
8.3

9

100.0%
6.1

2 Primary Level

% within Educational Status

37

80.4%
32.2

3

6.5%
37.5

2

4.3%
15.4

4

8.7%
33.3

46

100.0%
31.1

3 Secondary level

% within Educational Status

52

74.3%
45.2

3

4.3%
37.5

8

11.4%
61.5

7

10.0%
58.3

70

100.0%
47.3

4 Metriculation level

% within Educational Status

19

90.5%
16.5

1

4.8%
12.5

1

4.8%
7.7

0

0.0%
0.0

21

100.0%
14.2

5 Diplomo/Degeree

% within Educational Status
2

100.0%
1.7

0

0.0%
0.0

0

0.0%
0.0

0

0.0%
0.0

2

100.0%
1.4

Total

% within attitude towards sibling

115

77.7%
100.0

8

5.4%
100.0

13

8.8%
100.0

12

8.1%
100.0

148

100.0%
100.0
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From the above table we found out relationship between educational status

of the respondents and their attitude towards siblings. Education plays important

role in the formation of behavioural pattern particularly among the children at the

earlier stages. Here it is interesting to know the relationship of education with

respondent’s attitude towards their sibling’s relationship. It was found that 31.1

percent of the respondents had completed primary level of education, among them

55.6 percent of the respondents had cordial relationship with their siblings, nearly

23 percent of the respondents reported siblings as kind full. Another majority (47.3

percent) of the respondents had completed secondary level of education and among

them nearly 75 percent of the respondents reported to have cordial relationship with

their siblings. Around 14.2 percent of the respondents who have attained

matriculation level and among them above 90 percent of the respondent’s attitudes

towards their siblings was cordial.

We find from the analysis of data overwhelming majority of the respondents

who had attained matriculation and degree level had cordial relationship with their

siblings.
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Table - 6.51

Place of residence and attitude towards their siblings of the respondents

Sl.

No
Place of residence

Attitude towards sibling
Total

Cordial
Not cordial

Kindful NA

No % No % No % No % No %

1 Rural

% with in Place of residence

50

78.1%
43.5

4

6.3%
50.0

5

7.8%
38.5

5

7.8%
41.7

64

100.0%
43.2

2 Urban

% with in Place of residence

65

77.4%
56.5

4

4.8%
50.0

8

9.5%
61.5

7

8.3%
58.3

84

100.0%
56.8

Total

% within attitude towards siblings
115

77.7%
100.0

8

5.4%
100.0

13

8.8%
100.0

12

8.1%
100.0

148

100.0%
100.0
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The analysis of the table presents the relationship between the native place of

residence and their attitude towards siblings. Of the total 43.2 percent of the

respondents belongs to rural areas, among them 78.1 percent of the respondents

report to have cordial relationship with their siblings. Another 56.8 percent of the

respondents belong to urban areas; among them nearly 75 percent of the

respondents had cordially relationship with their siblings, only 10 percent of the

respondents reported their relationship as kind. The indifferent and hostile attitudes

of their siblings are one of the factors of deviant behaviour among the children,

because many children are treated with partiality by their parents. It will also bring

about a negative thought and inferiority complex of the children who have ran away

from the home and may also have the possibility of joining with anti-social peer

groups.

We find from the above analysis that majority of the respondents who have

also expressed that their attitude towards cordial relationship with siblings belongs

to both places of residence i.e. rural and urban background.
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Table - 6.52

Distribution of respondents according to their age group and sibling’s attitude towards respondents

Sl.

No
Age group

Siblings attitude towards respondents
Total

Cordial Not cordial Kindful NA

No % No % No % No % No %

1 6-10

% within Age group

0

0.0%
0.0

0

.0%
0.0

0

0.0%
0.0

1

100.0%
8.3

1

100.0%
0.7

2 11-15

% within Age group

27

90.0%
22.7

2

6.7%
40.0

0

0.0%
0.0

1

3.3%
8.3

30

100.0%
20.3

3 16-18

% within Age group

92

78.6%
77.3

3

2.6%
60.0

12

10.3%
100.0

10

8.5%
83.3

117

100.0%
79.1

Total

% within siblings attitude towards
responders

119

80.4%
100.0

5

3.4%
100.0

12

8.1%
100.0

12

8.1%
100.0

148

100.0%
100.0



203

The analysis of the above table presents the relationship between age group

and sibling’s attitude towards respondents before they came the home. The previous

table explains the respondent’s attitude towards sibling. The above table also

explains how respondents felt about sibling’s attitude towards them. Of the total

20.3 percent of the respondents belong to the age group of 11-15, among them

around 90 percent of the respondents felt that their sibling attitudes towards them

are cordial. A vast majority (79.1 percent) of the respondents belong to the age

group of 16-18 and among them 78.6 percent of the respondents said that they have

cordial approach towards their siblings. It was found out from the analysis that it is

very important to the respondents about their sibling’s approach towards them as it

could bring about a conclusion that children may be impartially treated by their

parents.

From the above table the researcher could conclude majority of the

respondents who are belong to age group of 11-15 and 16-18 reported that their

sibling attitude was cordial.
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Table - 6.53

Distribution of respondents according to their community and siblings attitude towards respondents

Sl.
No

Community

Siblings attitude towards respondents
Total

Cordial Not cordial Kindful NA

No % No % No % No % No %

1 SC/ST

% within community

28

77.8%
23.5

1

2.8%
20.0

2

5.6%
16.7

5

13.9%
41.7

36

100.0%
24.3

2 BC

% within community

33

82.5%
27.7

1

2.5%
20.0

2

5.0%
16.7

4

10.0%
33.3

40

100.0%
27.0

3 MBC

% within community

36

80.0%
30.3

2

4.4%
40.0

6

13.3%
50.0

1

2.2%
8.3

45

100.0%
30.4

4 Others

% within community

22

81.5%
18.5

1

3.7%
20.0

2

7.4%
16.7

2

7.4%
16.7

27

100.0%
18.2

Total

% within siblings attitude
towards respondents

119

80.4%
100.0

5

3.4%
100.0

12

8.1%
100.0

12

8.1%
100.0

148

100.0%
100.0
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The above table infers the relationship between the community background

and siblings attitude towards respondents. Family relationship should be important

to develop the cordial relationship between both of them. Similarly, it will also

develop the formation of behaviour pattern particularly among the children at the

earlier stages.  Out of the total 24.3 percent of the respondents belong to scheduled

caste, among them 77.8 percent of the children felt that their siblings attitude

towards them was cordial. Another 27 percent of the children belonged to backward

class and among them 82.5 percent of the children reported that their sibling’s

attitude towards them was cordial. Out of the total 30.4 percent of children belong

to most backward class, among them 80 percent of the children reported that their

sibling approach as cordial.

It was concluded from the above analysis that slightly more number of the

respondents who belonged to all the communities when compared to scheduled

caste said a favorable opinion about their siblings’ attitude towards them.
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Table - 6.54

Distribution of respondents according to their educational status and sibling’s attitude towards respondents

Sl.
No

Educational Status
Siblings attitude towards respondents

Total
Cordial Not cordial Kindful NA

No % No % No % No % No %
1 Illiterate

% within Educational
Status

6
66.7%

5.0
1

11.1%
20.0

1
11.1%

8.3
1

11.1%
8.3

9
100.0%

6.1

2 Primary Level
% within Educational

Status

38
82.6%

31.9
2

4.3%
40.0

2
4.3%

16.7
4

8.7%
33.3

46
100.0%

31.1

3 Secondary level
% within Educational

Status

54
77.1%

45.4
2

2.9%
40.0

8
11.4%

66.7
6

8.6%
50.0

70
100.0%

47.3

4 Matriculation level
% within Educational
Status

19
90.5%

16.0
0

0.0%
0.0

1
4.8%

8.3
1

4.8%
8.3

21
100.0%

14.2

5 Diplomo/Degeree
% within Educational
Status

2
100.0%

1.7
0

0.0%
0.0

0
0.0%

0.0
0

0.0%
0.0

2
100.0%

1.4

Total
% within siblings
attitude towards
respondents

119
80.4%

100.0
5

3.4%
100.0

12
8.1%

100.0
12

8.1%
100.0

148
100.0%

100.0
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The above table explains the respondent’s educational status and their

opinion about sibling’s attitude towards them. In the table 31.1 percent of the

respondents had completed primary level of education. Among them 82.6 percent of

the respondents said that their sibling’s attitude towards them was cordial. 47.3

percent of the respondents had completed the secondary level of education and

among them 77.1 percent of the respondents reported that their siblings approach as

cordial. Only 14.2 percent of the respondents attained to matriculation level of

education, among them more than 90 percent of the respondents said that their

siblings were cordial towards them.

It is concluded from the table that as far as education status is concerned

those who attained matriculation and the degree/diploma level among the

respondents said that their sibling’s attitude towards respondents as cordial.
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Table - 6.55

Distribution of the respondents according to their place of residence and sibling’s attitude towards respondents

Sl.

No
Place of residence

Sibling’s attitude towards respondents
Total

Cordial Not cordial Kindful NA

No % No % No % No % No %

1 Rural

% within Place of residence

55

85.9%
46.2

1

1.6%
20.0

4

6.3%
33.3

4

6.3%
33.3

64

100.0%
43.2

2 Urban

% within Place of residence

64

76.2%
53.8

4

4.8%
80.0

8

9.5%
66.7

8

9.5%
66.7

84

100.0%
56.8

Total

% within sibling’s attitude towards
respondents

119

80.4%
100.0

5

3.4%
100.0

12

8.1%
100.0

12

8.1%
100.0

148

100.0%
100.0
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The above table is evidence of relationship between place of residence and

siblings attitude towards respondents. Out of the total 43.2 percent of the

respondents belong to rural areas among them 85.9 percent of the respondents felt

that their siblings had cordial relationship with them. Only 6.3 percent of the

respondents had kind relationship with their sibilings. Another 56.8 percent of the

respondents belonged to urban areas and among them 76.2 percent of the

respondents reported that their sibling’s attitude towards them was cordial. Only a

little number of respondents observed that their sibling’s attitude was not cordial

with them. It was concluded from the above table that as far as native place of the

residence was concerned majority of the respondents belonged to urban areas. But

however, over whelming majority of the rural children expressed that their sibling’s

attitude towards them as cordial.

It has to be pointed out that majority of the children expressed who have

been caught under theft cases that they have involved the offence for their economic

benefits.

In this chapter it is clearly indicates that major cause of juveniles were

charges, with involved the offence. It is understood that the drugs and alcohol play a

major role for deviant behaviour among the children. While majority of the

respondents are mostly watched violent movies. It also influences the deviant

behaviour among them. On the other hand peer influence is a major factor for one to

develop the deviant behaviour among the children, at the same time bad neighbours

relationship is also significant for developing the deviant behaviour among the

children from all the age categories. A vast majority of the respondents who are

having drinking habits belong to the age group of 16-18 respectively.
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Appendix - I

A Study of the Causal Factors Leading Juveniles to be in Conflict with

the Law in Tamil Nadu: Sociological Perspective

Interview schedule

I. Personal and family background of the juveniles

1. Place of Home      :

2. Age:

1) 6-10

2) 11-15

3) 16-18

3. Sex:

1) Male

2) Female

4. Religion

1) Hindu

2) Christian

3) Muslim

4) Others

5. Community :

1) SC/ST

2) BC

3) MBC

4) Others

6. Educational Status

1) Illiterate

2) Primary to Vth Std



ii

3) Secondary VI to VIII Std

4) Above VIIIth Std

7. Place of birth? (Place of Residence)

1) Village

2) Urban

8. Status position when the charges for offence was committed

1) Studying

2) House hold work

3) Employed

4) Casual work

5) Truant

5) Nothing

9. Type of family:

1) Nuclear family

2) Joint family

10.Size of the family

1) Up to 4 members

2) 5-7 members

3) Above 8 members

11.Are your parents alive?

1) Yes

2) No

12.If ‘no’ who is not alive?

1) Father

2) Mother

3) Both



iii

13.If ‘yes’ are your parents some separation?

1) Yes

2) No

3) Not applicable

14.If both are alive (father and mother), how was the relationship

between them?

1) Harmonious

2) Trouple some

3) Divorce between them

4) Not Applicable

15. Are your parents employed (or) Unemployed

1) Employed

2) Un employed

3) Not Applicable

16. If ‘employed’ occupation of your parents

1) Government employee

2) Private sector

3) Agricultural

4) Coolie

5) I don’t know

6) Not Applicable

17. Educational level of your parents

1) Illiterate

2) Primary

3) Secondary

4) Higher secondary



iv

5) College education

6) Not Applicable

18.Economic condition of your parents.

1) Poor

2) Normal

3) Rich

4) Not Applicable

II) To explore the nature of offences and charges which are

committed by juveniles

19.Have you charges for committed what type of offence?

1) Murder or Attempt murder

2) Theft

3) Rape or Attempt to rape

4) Dacoity

5) Assault

6) Eve-teasing

20.Whether this is your charges for first offence?

1) Yes

2) No

21. If ‘no’ state the charges for other offence committed by you

1) Same

2) Others

3) Not applicable

22. How did you involved the charges with in offence

1) Alone

2) With gang



v

23. If’ involved with gang, who is your companions

1) Siblings

2) Relatives

3) Friends

4) Un known person

5) Not Applicable

24.Did anybody induce to involved the offence

1) Yes

2) No

25.If ‘yes’ who induced you to involved the offence

1) Family member

2) Relative

3) Friends

4) Others

5) Not applicable

26.Why did you involved the offence

1) Willfully

2) For my shake of fun

3) At the instigation of others

4) For economic benefits

5) Don’t know to explain

iv)  The role of family and other agencies for the cause of juvenile

charged with committing the offence

27. Whether, any illegal acts and offences in the nearest your place

(Delinquency areas)?

1) Yes

2) No
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28.What was your relationship with neighbors?

1) Good

2) Fair

3) Bad

4) No contact

29.How did you spend your time in resident place of your areas?

1) Most of the time with in family

2) Most of the time with peer group outside the family

3) Others

30.If you had spent your time with peer group, which type of peer

group category?

1) Senior

2) Same age group

3) Junior

4) Not Applicable

31.If you having association with gang (or) Anti social partner then

what were their activities?

1) Theft

2) Watch film and pornographic literature

3) Use of drugs and alcohol

4) Other illegal activities for money gain

5) Not Applicable

32.How many members were there in your gang (or) Anti social

partner before came to the home?

1)6- 8

2)9-12

3)13-15



vii

4)16-18

5) Not applicable

33.Whether any play ground facilities in your place of residence?

1) Yes

2) No

34.If ‘no’ where were you plying with your peer groups?

1) Street side

2) Nearest road side

3) Nearest railway station

4) Public place

5) Not Applicable

35. Whether any anti-social or illegal activities by the adult (or)

children nearest from the places of playing with peer groups?

1) Yes

2) No

3) Not Applicable

36. If ‘yes’ which type of anti-social activities by the adult (or)

children

1) Theft

2) Murder

3) Rioting

4) Eve-teasing

5) Gambling

6) Prostitution

7) Selling of alcohol and drugs

8) Others

9) Not Applicable
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37.Have you had drinking habits?

1) Yes

2) No

38.Have you had Smoking habits?

1) Yes

2) No

39.Do you watch film and pornographic literature by new media?

1) Yes

2) No

40.If, ‘yes’ which type of program, you mostly want see?

1) Violent movies

2) Love and affection movies

3) Blue film and pornography literature

4) Others

5) Not applicable

41. Have you been grows up under your parents care?

1) Yes

2) No

42. If ‘not then ‘where have you been brought up?

1) Grand parents

2) Relatives family

3) Children home

4) Others

5) Not Applicable
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43. Do you think your parents/guardian shown adequate affection

towards you?

1) Yes

2) No

44.How were you treated by your parents?

1) Strict

2) Liberal

3) Didn’t care

4) Not Applicable

45.How were you treated by guardian other than parents?

1)Strict

2)Liberal

3)Do not care

4)Not Applicable

46.Do you feel that you were regularly/routinely supervised by your

parents?

1)Yes

2)No

3)Not Applicable

47.Do you feel that you were regularly/routinely supervised by your

guardian other than parents?

1)Yes

2)No

3)Not Applicable
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48.Whether have born any siblings with you

1)Yes

2)No

49.If ‘yes’ treatment of parents towards other children?

1)As like as same to me

2)Better than me

3)Worse than me

4)Not Applicable

50.Did your sibling committed in any anti-social act?

1)Yes

2)No

3)Not Applicable

51.Your attitude towards sibling

1)Cordial

2)Not cordial

3)Heartedness

4)Kindful

5)Not Applicable

52.Attitude of sibling towards you

1)Cordial

2)Not cordial

3)Heartedness

4)Kindful

5)Not Applicable

53.Your attitude towards your parents or guardian

1)Respectful

2)Unmindful
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3)Heartedness

4)Kindful

5)Not Applicable

54.Is there any record of delinquency or anti-social act committed by

your parents or any other persons in the place where you have

grown up?

1) Yes

2) No

55.If ‘yes’ what is your relationship with that delinquent person?

1) Parents

2) Sibling

3) Relatives

4) Friends

5) Others

6) Not applicable

56.Could your parents/guardian provide your proper food and basic

amenities?

1) Yes

2) No

57. Whether, had you gone to school, when before charges for

committed the offence?

1) Yes

2) No

58. If ‘yes’ your academic performance when you went to school?

1) Good

2) Normal
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3) Poor

4) Not Applicable

59. Your attitude towards your teacher

1) Respectful

2) Unmindful

3) Heartedness

4) Kindful

5) Not Applicable

60.Whether, any anti-social act committed by adult or children in

nearby your school?

1) Yes

2) No

3) Not Applicable

61.If ‘yes’ what type of anti-social activities nearest by your school?

1) Theft

2) Murder

3) Rioting

4) Eve-teasing

5) Gambling

6) Prostitution

7) Selling of alcohol and drugs

8) Others

9) Not Applicable

62.If you had left your school, why did you do so?

1) Lack of Interest

2) Financial compulsion

3) Fear of School punishments
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4) Interest to do work

5) Other reason

6) Not Applicable

V. Institutional life experience and rehabilitation for juveniles

63.Period of stay in the observation home?

1) Below one week

2) One week to one month

3) One month to three month

4) Above three month

64.Are you satisfied with the food and basic amenities available in the

home?

1) Yes

2) No

65.What is your opinion about the Administration staff in the home?

1) Strict

2) Normal

3) Liberal

66.What is the age group of friendship inside the home?

1) Same age group

2) Senior

3) Junior

67.How do you spend your leisure time activities?

1) Reading books

2) Play with inmates

3) Use of TV, Radio, tables etc.
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68.Are you satisfied with the educational facilities available in the

home?

1) Yes

2) No

69.Are you satisfied with the vocational training facilities available in

the home?

1) Yes

2) No

70.Whether have any volunteer of moral or religious worker visited to

the home?

1) Yes

2) No

71.If ‘yes’ do you want to like their advice and activities?

1) Yes

2) No

3) No idea

72.Whether have any NGO’s, Students visited to the home for
counseling and cultural programs for the inmates?

1) Yes

2) No

73.If ‘yes’ what is your perception about seeing this program?

1) Happy

2) Normal

3) Miserable

74. Have your parents/guardian visits to the home?

1) Yes

2) No
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75.What is your perception about the life experience in the home?

1) Happy

2) Normal

3) Miserable

76.What is your future planning?

1) Continue schooling

2) Support to parents/guardian in household work

3) Continue anti-social activities

4) Not yet decided
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Appendix - II

Landmark Judgment in Juvenile Cases

Munney @ Rahat Jan Khan  V.  State of UP, 2006 AIR (SC) 2902: “While

challenging the order of High Court which upheld conviction U/S 302 read with

Section 34 IPC and sentence of imprisonment of life imposed by first Addl.

Sessions Judge, the appellant also took a plea that he was a juvenile as on the date

of incident which took place on 11.11.78.  The appellant was convicted by Ld.

ASJ on 26.02.80 and at that time Uttar Pradesh Children Act, 1951 was applicable

which afforded protection to a child and defined a child U/S 2(4) to be a person

under the age of 16 years.  The court considered the fact that appellant in his

statement U/S 313 Cr.P.C. recorded on 19.01.80 has given his age as 18 years and

claimed to be studying in 12th Class which reflected his age to be nearly 17 years

at the time of occurrence. No plea that appellant was child was taken during the

course of trial or in appeal before High Court and hence it was concluded that

appellant was not child at the time of commission of offence”.

Pawan V. State of Uttaranchal, (SC) 2009(2) RCR (Criminal) 451 “The

question is : should an inquiry be made or report be called for from the trial court

invariably where juvenility is claimed for the first time before this Court. Where

the materials placed before this Court by the accused, prima facie, suggest that the

accused was 'juvenile' as defined in the Act, 2000 on the date of incident, it may

be necessary to call for the report or an inquiry be ordered to be made. However,
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in a case where plea of juvenility is found unscrupulous or the materials lack

credibility or do not inspire confidence and even, prima facie, satisfaction of the

court is not made out; we do not think any further exercise in this regard is

necessary. If the plea of juvenility was not raised before the trial court or the High

Court and is raised for the first time before this court, the judicial conscience of

the court must be satisfied by placing adequate and satisfactory material that the

accused had not attained age of eighteen years on the date of commission of

offence; sans such material any further inquiry into juvenility would be

unnecessary”.

Nirbhaya vs New Delhi (Juvenile Justice Board), (2013). New Delhi

Juvenile Justice Board on Thursday, July 25. Verdict on the role of a minor

accused in the in famous December 16 gang-rape case. It is first verdict in the

December 16, gang-rape case in which a 23 year old para-medical student was

most brutally assaulted by six persons on a moving bus in the national capital in

the year of 2012. On July 5, the Juvenile Justice Board (JJB) presided by principle

magistrate Geethanjali Goel concluded it inquiry that began in March against the

juvenile, who the claimed was the “most brutal” of all the six accused persons.

After hearing final argument in the matter the reserved its order. (JJB Judgment on

July 25, 2013, Nirbhaya cases)
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