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SUMMARY

There has been a proliferation of mass media in recent years. Radio has been repuverated in the form
of ‘FM"and IV contirnses 10 enter more and more homes. While the growth in visual medium has
been phenomenal print-medium 100 struggles to keep abreast with the pace. Add 10 this the growth of

«.compuiters arxl we have a situation called the informetion age. Whether all this information overload
has a pasitive influence or otherwise needs 1o be monitored

11 seems the scientific world is divided on the question of mass media’s ability 10 influence behaviour,
while mass media may influence normal behaviour (e.g. some one imitating the speech-patterns of a
Jilm-star, or hair-style) it is not clear whether it actually makes criminals of an otherwise average
individuals. There are various theories models explaining the phenomenon. Studies are divided
iaking sometimes opposing siands: either mass media shapes human behaviour or grves vent fo their
Jeelings thus helping peaple 1o keep out of trouble. The review of literature does not indicate with
ceriainty whether mass medsa influences criminal behaviour or noi,

Argued from ary perspective, mass media ard its influence has been the concern of social scientists,
policy makers, social activists and public at large. The simple fact being, as mass media will grom
and change so will its influence and there would be a need 10 assess the Situation in different times. In
Jact, because it is not certain whether mass media influences behaviour or not or whether influences a
sel of persons, it is necessary 1o keep a constant watch

This study was designed 10 throw hight on such issues. A sun vy was carried out m Delh, Fuckiow
and Caziabad Meerut. Two sets of children and youth were interviewed: Those who had commutied
some crime @xd were in a jail, and those who had similar social-economic profile but were nou
eriminals. The delingquents were interviewed in jails in these three cities and non-delngquents were
tenviewed in lom-income colonies of these cites.’ The study findings have been reported ax
respoise given by those mrentewed

The surwey shewed that a maporiny (6%.5 #5) of the respiondents had pone onfy up 1o the muckdle school
Thus low level of lueracy was more true amongt the delinguents (°6.7%) than nevi-delingueni
159.2%). The respondents had masth: been ediicated i Government schools, X0 of the deligpuent
@l 65% of the non-delmguents had gone 1o goveriiment-schools

The respondenty had low income, i most cases not exceeding Ry, 4.000 p.m. The delinguents had o
lewer monthly howsehold nxcome. All uadicators showed that their MRICCONmIC slafus was of bower
or middle class.

It was seen that pondelinguensy were g higher consumer of mas media thar the defiguents. In
other words the study indicated that those who are more exposed 10 mass media were wor meceswarihy
delmncueenty,

' Terms ‘criminals’ and ‘delinquents’ are used in the study nterchangeabh
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In some cases it was notced that while the non-delinquents were higher media-consumers, the
delinquents somehow got more influenced. This sugygested a difference m the absorpiion of messages
received by the two groups. The study raises e imporiant issue, that a distinction has 1o be made
between expasure o media or consumpnon of mecha and being influenced by it. It is not likely 1o be
more true that a group of persons who read more newspapers or waich more TV would have a higher
rumber of criminals amongst them. Another group where less mamber of persons waich TV or read
newspapers may have those who get more influenced. Jt is not merely more or less of media that
creates the difference but a combinanon of other factors either inherent in a person or in his her
sacial covtext.

Prinit media brought out the difference in the behaviour of the delinquents and non-delinquents. More
persons among delinguents tha non-delinquents focused on crime news (when reading a
newspaper), were interested in crime-writings and thought of attempting a crime on reading than
amaong the non-delingquents.

Ironically, most delinguents did not emoy scenes which could be called tempting avid could have lead
to criminal behaviour. Less mimber of delinquents felt like trying out cinema scenes. The gap between
those delinquents and non-delinguents who wanited to imitate scenes from the TV was even less than
in the case of cinema,

The responses suggest that advertisement leads to a feeling of deprivation among the popiidation,

more so among the delinquents than the non-delingquenis. Further, this deprivation leads 1o the desire
10 take action m some respondents, again a higher percentage of them being delinquents. Teasing
girls by singing songs seems 1o be_ quite common.

A third of delinquents felt that they were influenced by mass media in their criminal behaviour. A

higher percentage of youth than children felt this. The study alvo showed that media-consumpiion
wan high among thase deliquents who felt that media had affecred them.

Majority of those_who felt that media had mifluenced their criminal activities blamed films but when
media-expasire way studied it was noted that the highest percentage of delisgquents who felt thar iy
were influenced by media watched 11

Finally. the study assessed the role of mter-personal communication. Less delinguents 72%) fely
secure in a group tha non-delinguens (8%, suggestng an mrovert personality of the delfimgqueni
Most respondents, in ay case, did et get @ opportunity 1o articipate i group activities, Amsther
notable point about interpersonal communicanon was thar a higher percentuge of e lmggecris hod
limited communmcation with their paremis for varums reasons. The nuerpersonal commincation of
the delingquents in general was restricted ton, both i content ad fregueny,

The study was able 1o highlight a mamber of contexoual isues related to influence of mass media on
criminal behaviour amongst pvenile and vouth,

[



—

o

_Muuuuuuuuuuuuuwuuuuuuuwuqauuuauwuuuu'

CHAPTER 1

BACKGROUND

1.1.  Introduction

In recent years there has been an impressive growth of mass media in all its forms, particularly
television which constantly bombards us with messages a1 all hours. Some of these messages are
regarded potentially harmful, specially to the younger generation. Sociologists, media experts,
psychologists and criminologists have all shown concern regarding the increasing portrayal of sex and
violence in mass media. Many a times crime is presented in an appealing manner. Considering the
magritude of these trends, this study sponsored by Bureau of Police Research & Development was
undertaken to critically analyse the impact of mass media on juvenile delinquency and youth crime

Marshall Mcluhan, the high priest of modem media had said, “This is the age of mass-media™. Later
description of this age as the “Information Age™ indicates that mass-media, now technologically
superior, has begun 1o exert more qualitative influence Because of technological advancement,
mass-media not only has a greater but also a different type of reach. Undoubtedly mass media is
playing an increasing role in our existence Whether the role is positive or otherwise needs 1o be
assessed.

Mass media is expected to play several role in the society. Broadly speaking. mass media entertains
and educates Significance of mass media begins to be noticed very early in ones life. in initiating
children into the society. Family in genera! acts as the provider of information 1o the children Children
imitate parental behaviour, artitudes and values They also leamn among siblings Gradually, this

" encuhturation and socialisation process exterd to include friends, neighbours. peer-groups and to some

extent media

in earlier imes, the role of mass-media came much later because books. magazines and newspapers
required reading skills that had to be leamt The media played onhy a modest part in socialisation of a
child However, things have changed over the years Today the influence of television is omnipresent
In fact. in the US a young person turning 18 will have spent more time watching TV than in any other
activity except sleep According to sociologists. television has replaced much of the socialising
influence that once came from the parents

‘ad
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12  Review Of Literature

Much has been written on mass media and its influence i shaping behaviour. According to some
American sociologists, media has a tremendous power to alter ideas, attitudes and behaviour of the
audience. This is generally termed as the “Hypodermic Model, # this model's main contention being
that media messages are directly injected into the minds of individuals who are powerless 10 resist.

There are two assumptions behind this model. The first is often referred to as the idea of “Mass
society™. This implies that individuals who make up modem society exist as “isolated umits™. A view
shared by many early sociologists was that the changes brought about by industrialisation destroyed
many links between people found in the traditional (pre-industrial) society. This resuhted in a socety
consisting of isolated individuals, without any relationship with the organised community. In this
context, mass-media provided the only point of reference.? In a way this suggests weakening of
mierpersonal communication and being replaced by mass communication.

The second assumption deals with the psychological impact, the impact of media messages on
individuals. A book. important in the British campaign, *Seduction of the Innocent” was written by
Frederick Westham, an American author. He argued that children find the characters in the comics so
appealing that they strongly identify with them and try to see the world through the eyes of the comic
characters (with direct effect on behaviour and artitudes.) Reading ‘Superman’, for example might
force children into attitudes of dominance or submissiveness. Of course no credit is given to a child's
own ability to perceive tomic characters as unrea! or fantasy figures

There seems 1o be & simple equation implied in much of the research into media effects According to
Cohen and Young, whatever is seen is then learnt and copied. The dominant node has tended to use
2 somewhat crude stimulus-response to analyse human behaviour The stimulus (political broadcas,
violent drama, commercials and sexually explicit film) is measured against a set of direct responses
{voting behaviour, increase of violent crime, consurner spending. sexual offences)

Marshall Mcluhan (1964) argued that mass-media can be seen as an “extension of our senses’ It gives
us a chance 10 see and hear beyond normal sensory limits But the bulk of the knowledge is not based
on our direct experience It is mediated and received via the instruments of mass-media The central
feature of mass-media is that it is designed to provide a one-way flow of information

The second stage of media studies developed by sociologists in the 1940°s and 1950°s came to
opposite conclusions Through a series of empirical studies, they claimed to show that the media had
very limited direct effects The power of the media is moderated by the influence of social groups Htis
worth observing that some psychological studies too have come to the same conclusion that far from
causing “unacceptable social behaviour™ mass media offer a harmiess outlet, a “safety -valve™ for anti-
social behaviour Many scholars have maintained that mass-media helps people to update their
knowledge

2 Wells Alan, (ed } *Mass Media and Society”, National Press. California. 1972

Yibid
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behaviour and norms. This process is called *observational Jearning’ A major issue of our time is
whether the mass-media are responsible for abarrant behaviour. There are many examples in which the
children pick up the behaviour from the movies and television, in some cases these leads 10 extreme
actions

In Manteca, California two teenagers, one only 13, lay in wait for a friend's father in her own
house and aniacked him. They beat him with a fireplace poker, kicked him and stabbed him and
finally choked him to death with a dog chain. Then they poured salt in his wounds. Why this final
4actof\.'iolence:thesa}tintl'ne\»\.rm.md.s'?The13yem’oldcxplainedthalheh.ads-taenitomelevision

In 1973, two young girls playing on a Californian sea-beach were raped with a beer bottle by four
teenagers. The rapists told police that they had picked up the idea from a television film four days
carlier *

On the other hand, some researchers defend portrayals of blood, guts and violence in the media with
the “Cathartic Theory.” The theory, which dates to Aristotle, suggests that watching violence allows
individual to release pent-up frustration that might otherwise explode dangerously.

Another argument for portraying violence is to prompt people to take socially positive action. Social
scientists have expressed concern regarding the impact of media violence on children. Instances have
been cited that television and movie-violence, even as cartoons, can excite some children 1o violence.
especially hyperactive and easily excitable children. This aggressive stimulation theory, the opposite of
cathantic theory, finds favour among most researchers. The likelihood of screen triggering aggression
has increased, most research agrees if the aggression:

« isrealistic and exciting. like a chase or suspense it sends adrenaline levels surging

= includes situations or characters similar to those in the viewers own experience it has
impact on the viewers

One view is that seeing violence repeatedly over years, from Saturday moming cartoons through films
like *Friday the 13th has a numbing effect on young people The desensitising theory says that
excessive exposure to media violence also makes people indifferent 1o violem acts

It appears that most researchers have situational evidence if certain conditions are true than media can
have negative affect and can lead 10 delinquent behaviour Sometimes it is the personality 1vpe of
children and sometimes it is the duration or intensity of media exposure

* Steven Starker ‘Enil Influences’, Transaction Publishers. \J, 1989
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On the other hand it is true that juvenile delinquency is a social problem because it has s disruptive
effect on social life. Many social scientists have propounded different kind of theories on juvenile
delinquency. Most earlier arguments diagnosed delinquency as either physiological or psychological
The former argued that delinquent had some organic defects, a pathology which they are born with

~ and which influenced their behaviour. The latter argued that events were psychologically unbalanced .

due 10 some emotional disturbances.

Prof William Mcheener in the early 90s, in an article in ‘Good Housekeeping', attacked movies as a
source of inspiration for criminals. As to the mechanisms of its cormupting effects, he maintained, *these
moving pictures are more degrading than the dime novel because they represent real flesh and biood
forms, and impart their lessons directly through the senses The novels cannot lead the boy further than
his limited imagination but the moving picture forces upon his senses new variety of experiences.”

William Healy, Director of the Psychopathic Institute in Chicago launched a scientific attack on movies
in his book, *The Individual Delinquent* (1915) He argued that visual memory and visua! imagery
were the most dynamic elements of human brain. It is the mental representation of some sort of
pictures of himself and others in the criminal act that leads the delinguent on his path.

Hice M Mitchell did a study on the *movie experience of the city child’. This involved administering
gquestionnaires 10 over 10,000 Chicago children including groups of *average’ public school students.
juvenile delinquents and children involved in Boy Scouts and Girl Guides. Mitchell reported that over
902 of the children attended movies at regular intervals but the highest frequency of movie attendance
were associated with the delinquent groups and the lowest with the scouts group. Scouts also
indicated preference for playing football over going to movies, while delinquents preferred movies

Delinquent children also expressed preference for movies over readings This raises a horde of
questions about crime and movie watching. One underline assumption in the Mitchell studv was that
those who identified and participated with any group were less likely to get involved with criminal
activities More appropriately children with eriminal tendency had preferences for films over other
activities The study suggests a relation with criminal personality if not crime and the act of watching
moviges

It seems that the scientific world is divided on the question of mass media influencing behaviour The
problem is further complicated by the fact thar while mass media may influence normal behaviour,
mavbe only accentuate it, it is not clear whether it actually makes criminals of average individuals And
if mass media promotes criminal tendencies in individuals. are there certain situational prerequisites
which either act as catalysts or deterrents” This study has been designed to attempt 1o throw light on
such 1ssues (Detailed frame-work for the study is given in the next chapter )
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® Haralambos, M . *Sociology Themes & Perspectives’. QUP. Delhi. 1980

" Mitchell study has been taken from Steven Starker 1989



1.3 Incidence Of Juvenile Crime In India

The review of literature was mainly in the context of influence of media on crime, particularly among
children and youth. This study would continue to explore this issue through primary information.
However, for general information it would be said here that there is a downward trend in the incidence
of juvertle crimes. Thus, rationale for this study should not be looked into rising incidence of Juveniie

cnmes. which is not true in any case, but changes in the influences on criminal behaviour.

Table I . A Comparison of Incidence and Rate of Juvenile Delinquency under IPC

YEAR | JUVENILE TOTAL COG | JUVENILE  CRIMES

CRIMES CRIMES TO TOTAL CRIMES

%)

1988 24827 1430356 17
1989 18457 1529844 1.2
1990 15230 1604449 0.9
1991 12588 1678375 08
1992 10T 1689341 07
1995 9365 1620936 06

MRV UMUR WU LULUV UG UOIY UG 060000 UURdddUddeddddd e

NMERCT THE REGISTRAR GINFRAD OF INDIALAS TAKEN FROAL CRIMI IN INTHA

The above table showing the incidence and rate of Juvenile delinquency declares that there is a
decrease both in the incidence and the rate of delinquency. when in 1988 there were 24,827 incidence
of juvenile crime in 1993. the latest period for which data is available. incidence dropped to 9,465 onh
Similarly when the percentage of Juvenile crime to total crime was 1 7% in 1988 it dropped 10 0 6°»

n 1993
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CHAPTER 2

FRAMEWORK FOR STUDY

21  Objective Of The Study

To assess if mass media has an impact on juvenile delinguency and youth crime.

212 Specific objective of the Study:

To examine the exposure of children and youth to various types of mass media
To identify the attitude of children and youth towards exposure to mass media.

To study children with criminal records and attempt to find out the self-felt-reasons
which may have led to the crime, both mass-media and other.

To prepare & comparative profile of children’s attitude from similar demographic
background but relative different exposures

To make suppestions with respect 10 juvenile delinquency and youth crime in the context
of mass media

2.2, Research Hypotheses

There is a difference in the viewership and or readership habits of crimina? and non-
criminal children and vouth *

There is a discernible influence of media on children and youth *

There is a relationship between criminal activities by children and youth and their
exposure to mass media as feli by the persons involved themselves

There is a social-context in which mass media has impact on deviant behasviour

" Here criminal and non-criminal are taken as those who have committed some crime and have been booked under law
and those who have neither commtted any known illegality nor have been sentenced under any law in India

¥ Discerrable as in something which can be associated. not necessarily statistically.
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23  Scope of the Study

This study attempted to find out if delinquent persons had a higher or different media exposures that
changes their behaviour patterns. Therefore, it was necessary that two groups were selected

The sample for the survey included *delinquents’ and ‘non-delinquents’. The delinquents compnised
children and youth who were iderttified on the basis of their committing some criminal act. The non-
delinquents on the other hand had children and youth who had the same profile but were neither
accused nor booked under any criminal act.

In the study children mean anyone in the age group of 6 to below 18 years and youth would mean
those in the age group of 18 to 25 years The study did not make any distinction in the Act under
which justice had been dispensed because it is not the nature of the crime that is important but whether
its origin could be traced 1o exposure to media. The selection of the delinquents was on the basis of
discussions with the officials who were responsible for crime prevention and reformation.

2.4 Locale Of The Study

The study was carried out at three centres Delhi, Ghaziabad/ Meerut and Lucknow.

Delhi being the capital and one of the largest cities of the country with a tremendous growth rate of
over S0%; in a decade provides a rational choice for such a study Further, Delhi has a cosmopolitan
character — people from different social and cuhural backgrounds have settled here — therefore, any
study undertaken here is likely to be representative Delhi has one of the highest rates of literacy in the
country and literacy is a prerequisite for a medium 1o make an impact as literacy opens up the door for
comprehension, which is always in a context A large population here is exposed to mass media. Dethi
has a rural population of only about 10%e thus lending the centre a definite urban stance

On the other hand Lucknow is a state capital and seems 10 have retained its “small town™
charactenstics Lucknow is a regional city, this fact provided a contrast to Delln Lucknow has a
literacy rate of 51 17%% Unlike Delhi and Ghaziabad Lucknow is not growing as fast The decadal
growth rate is only 36 24 Lucknow has a rural population of 37 33%¢ of the total population

It was proposed to carmy out the study in Ghaziabad which had a lower literacy rate than the other two
cities {33 7o) This may mean a lower media-consuming population Ghaziabad has a very high
decadal growth rate 49 49 Because of its proximity to Dethi it has all the influences of a mega—city
Also, since 1t 35 a part of the Nationat Capital Region (NCR) 1t 1s likely to continue to expand in ncar
future in the same manner Ghaziabad has an evenly balanced urban-rural population with the balance
being in favour of ($3 8%) rural a1 the time of study  In this rural-urban continuum crime wail have ns
place and is likely to throw up significant trends
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2.5.  Research Methodology

The study used methodological-mix including a survey, observation and discussions, besides an in
depth secondary sources review. The study assumes that measurement of a direct one-to-one
correlation between impact of media on crime is extremely difficut Human behaviour is shaped by a
number of factors and all these have combined effect on a person While some factors may have more
influence than the others, in most cases it is not easy to isolate these factors.

This study is important because of changing media-scenario in India, pantly because of liberalisation
and partly because of growth of technology. In the given time constraints a method of data gathering
was used so that the measurement could be on a comparative basis. Also the study anrived at some
conclusions by sharp-focusing on the target profile Attempts were made 10 identify associations
between the media and behaviour, how media can or does affect a person's behaviour.

Most of the earlier studies can be categorised either as laboratory studies or field studies This study
was 2 field study where no specific conditions were created. The study did not concern itself with what
are calied the ‘copy cat crimes” which are easiest to record and can be linked 10 specific media
exposure Such crimes are few; also it is very difficult 1o say why only that individual committed the
cnme motivated by the media-stimulus and not all others who were exposed 1o the same stimulus.

251 Sample size B

Sample for the survey was 100 children and youth in each research centre In the experimental
category a sample of S0 persons was taken in each of these groups of vouth and children in Delhi.
Lucknow and Ghaziabad In this wav a total sample for the survey was of 300 individuals 1n the fina!
analysis a sample of 280 could be taken as the Jail Authorities in Lucknow as well as Meenut refused
permission to interview girls'women inmates Therefore 20 non-delinquent girls already intenviewed.
14 in Lucknow and six Meerut. were dropped and no further interviews of women girls were
conducted

A suney was conducted amongst two groups in each of the study-cenires. comprising those who had
committed a crime (experimental group) and those with similar socio-economic background but with a
non-criminal profile (controt group) In the report the experimental group is referred as *delinquents’
and control group as ‘non-delinquents” or “others

Delinquents were inteniewed in District Jails of Lucknow and Meerut (Although the study was
mnitially planned to be conducted in Ghaziahad since there were no jails in Ghaziahad and offenders
from Ghaziabad were normally sent 10 Meerut. therefore the inteniews were conducted in Mecrut) In
Delhi the survey of the delinquents was carmied out in *Obsenation Home Bovs 11, Khyvber Pasy’
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After the initial information was obtained from the Jail Authorities, a general reconnaissance was done
to identify residential locations of similar socio-economic background where non-delinquents or non-
delinquents could be identified and interviewed In each centre one location was identified and
intenviews were conducted

252 Toois and Techniques

The study collected both primary as well as secondary data More emphasis was given to primary data
which was collected with the help of an interview schedule The interview schedule was broadly divide
in two parts, one part was common to both delinquents and “others' (meaning non-delinquents) and
the second part was only for the delinquents as it asked questions related 1o crime. Existing literature
on the subject was reviewed to place the study in context A bibliography is given at the end of the
report Secondary source information was taken from different issues of *Crime in India™

253 Data analysis

The primary data collected was analysed by using statistical packages available with OASES. At the
simplest level, after organising the data. percentage and simple statistics were calculated This was
followed by some tests of significance by using chi-square and regressions Finally mean scores for
important variables were compared and a table of multiple regressions was generated

The lterature on the subject was reviewed too to put the study in perspective This inquiry is primanly
an empincal work The next chapter begins by presenting some information on juvenile delinquency in —
the country as well as the crimes committed by the delinquent-respondents This is followed by the
socio-economic background of the respondents intenviewed. and their media profile

2.6 Limitation Of The Study

*  Thiswasashort duration study of a restricted sample size

¢ The study could only interview male inmates as permission was not granted for intenviewing

women inmates in all the three jails

*  The study got an overview of different media forms thus diluting the effect
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CHAPTER 3

RESPONDENTS' PROFILE
3.1. Introduction

This chapter, and most of the report, is based on a comparison of delinquents with those children and
youth who arenot booked for anmy crime As mentioned earlier delinquents were interviewed in
jails/observation home  Those who were not delinquents were imtenviewed in pre-selected JJ clusters in
three crties. The basic premise of this approach is that if there are any differences in the two respondent
categories it should become visible Since the factor of delinquency was the main difference in the two
groups, it would be taken first

3.2, Crimes committed by the delinquent-respondents
This study imerviewed 150 children and youth who were in jails/observation home as punishmems for

crimes committed by them. Following the format adopted by “Crime in India™ they were categonsed
by type of crime. These findings are presented in table 2 below

Table 2: Delinquent-Respondents by Type of Cnme

TYPL OF CRIML NUMBER PERCENTAGLE
MURDER

ATTEMPTED MURDER 25 17.0
C.H. NOT MURDER 2 1.3
RAPE 6 40
KIDNAPPING/ ABDUCTION 4 7
DACOITY 6 40
PREPARATION & ASSEMBLY 3 10
FOR DACOITY

ROBBERY 12 80
THEFT 132 880
CRIMINAL BREACH OF TRUST 1 0.7
CHEATING 4 : 17

Note The oolumie i the abote table will et add up o Ll sumber Peroentsge of sampiv Kelmquents tat s 130 as seval
repumknts wore bovhed under mave than one catgon
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The table shows that most of the delinquents were booked for thefi. 88 % of the delinquents
imerviewed were in the observation home/jail for cormitting thefi There were sizeable numbers of
those who had either committed murder or had attempted murder, there being 25 respondents in each
of these categories. In terms of juvenile participation robbery was the next notable crime. There were
12 delinquents out of 150 who were booked for robbery. There were also 6 delinquents each who had
committed rape or dacoity

The data obtained in this manner was similar 0 afl-India juvenile crime incidence. Burglary was the
only crime category that was not presemt among the sample population.

Table 3: Crimes Committed Under Major Heads By Juvenile Delinquents

CRIME 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992

YEAR

MURDER 661 496 77 348 292
ATTEMPTED 271 255 218 i71 177
MURDER

BURGLARY 2722 2131 1764 1853 1464
THEFT 5584 470 3778 4638 3203
RIOTS 3021 1916 1525 1276 06
RAPE 317 263 184 189 158

SOURCLE CRIME IN TINTHA_ 1954

The above table indicates the major heads under which juvenile crimes hase been committed The table
clearly shows that most jurenile delinquents are apprehended for theft followed by burglary and riots
The primary data did not have anv respondent booked for participating in riots

3.3 Socio-Economic Profile

This section compares the respondents. delinquent (experimental) as well other non-delinquent
{control) groups. regarding their socio-economic profile This is not done to analyse but more for
readers” perspective Secondary sources have shown that most Juvenile crimes in India are committed
by children from the lower socio-economic strata This was also true for the delinquent population met
in the three survey-jails The selection of non-delinquents was done on a purposive basis, for obtaining
respondents with similar socio-economic background This would eliminate or a1 Jeast reduce the
influence of socio-economic attributes on a person’s delinquency



331. Age

The delinquents interviewed in the reformatories/jail were & little older than the non-delinquents

. The mean age of non-delinquents was about 17 years whereas that of delinquents was 15 years
While the youngest respondent amongst those who had commitied a crime was 10 years of age,
the youngest respondent in the non-delinquent category was 8 years old

332 Sex

The survey was entirely of a male sample Permission to interview female inmates was not granted
by the Authorities Twenty non-criminal fernales had been interviewed but this was not taken for
the purpose of comparisons is being lefl out.

3.3.2. Education
There is no disputing the relationship between education and mass media It is logical that
education should increase media consumption A higher literacy rate implies more potential
readers. Television viewing does not require a viewer 1o be literate, though education certainly
helps Literacy helps a person not only 10 read the captions but also adds to the viewing context
For instance, newspapers and magazines have articles on television programmes, which often tend
10 mould a person’s viewing habits

Table 4: Level Of Education Attained By Delinquent And Non-Delinquent Respondents

LEVEL- DELINQUENT NON-DELINQUENTS TOTAL
SCHOOL |
NUMBERS % NUMBERS ° NUMBERS | % |
ILLITERATE 49 327 23 177 72 257
PRIMARY 30 200 26 200 56 210
MIDDLE 33 220 28 218 61 218
HIGH 22 147 25 192 47 16 8
PRE-UNIV & 16 106 28 216 H I' 147
GRADUATE ! ; <
TOTAL - 150 100 | 130 100 280 | 100 ]

AR A YY) 00006000004(}(50-‘?’}‘?

One out of every four respondent was illiterate Comparatively a much tigher percentage of the
delinquents (32 7°0) was illiterate than the non-delinquents (17 7°6) Amongst the delinquent group
the single largest educational category is that of illiterates The non-delinquents were more evenly
distnbuted through different educational levels There were three respondents who became literate in
the jails The above table shows that more non-delinquent respondents had higher educational
qualifications than the delinquents In comparison 10 10 6% of delinquents. there were 21 6°¢ non-
delinquents who had studied bevond high school Both ends of educational categories indicate tha
delinquents had less education than the non-definquents
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1t has been observed that the non-delinquents had a *higher” education. Analysis showed that they
also obtained better “quality” of education About 32% of non-delinquents had studied in private
educational institutions. A large percentage of the respondent had studied in government-zided f
schools, this mainly indicates their low economic status. More than 82% of the delinquents had |1
studied in govemnment schools in comparison to over 68% of non-delinquents. Education in '
Government or Private schools often indicates 8 person’s economic status but there may be &
difference in the quality of education being imparted. Private schools, on the whole, would be able to
provide a better education to their studems. The data shows that most respondents went to
Government schools. However, all those who went to preivate schools were not necessarily richer.
There were parents who, though could ill afford, decided to send their children to pmvate schools
because they probably felt that it would provide their children with better education. A cross-
tabulation of income with type of institution suggested that private schools have children from both
higher as well as Jower incomes

3.34. Income and Assets

Data on juvenile delinquency in India has shown that most juvenile delinquents belong to low income
households. In this study 100 the delinquent group had a lower monthly household income, mean
being Rs 3,186 44, than the non-delinquents who had a mean income of Rs 4.417.01

Table 5: Reported Monthly Household-Incomes Of Delinquent And Non-Delinquent
Respondents

MONTHLY DELINQUENTS NON-DELINQUENTS TOTAL

INCOME (Rs) | NUMBER/ PERCENTAGE | NUMBER/ PERCENTAGE | NUMBER/ PERCENTAGE
Up to Rs 2,000 32 23 17 131 49 175
2.000 to 4,000 60 400 50 38 110 393
4,000 to 6,000 17 113 2 162 38 136
6.000 & sbove 9 60 7 <4 16 <7
Total response 118 786 95 732 213 761
No response 32 214 38 268 67 239
The Sample 150 1000 130 1000 280 100 0
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Nk There wete 67 porvons. that 18 23904 of the wwl reprenkats whe did i e thar ronee OF thew 260 850wy -
dhelanquunits and 21 4% delineuants

Most of the respondents belong to lower or lower middle class The majority had income blow Rs
4.000 every month In the above table that 21 326 of the delinquents had income less than Rs 2.000
whereas only 13 1% of the non-delinquents had income less than Rs 2,000 per month Income is an
important factor in the study of juvenile delinquency Data collected by “Crime in India” shows that in
1993 only 2 2%, of the juveniles apprehended for criminal activities belonged 10 the "upper income
group” of Rs 3.000 pm and above Considening the mean income of juvenile delinquents in this study
it appears that they would belong to relatively better off delinquents in the countn' The reason for this
could be that the study was conducted in larger cities where incomes are higher Also. the study is
more recent than the available secondary sources information
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Householkd assets

Sometimes it is difficult 10 judge a person’s economic status by the income quoted by kim or her This
is lso because quoted income may not always be the real income To further assess the economic

status of the respondents they were asked 10 list durable/vehicles they

owned and to find out the type

of household goods the respondents had This was also done o differentiate the staridards of living of

delinquents from non-delinquents

Table 6: Comparison Of Delinquent And Non-Delinquent Respondents Regarding

Household Product Ownership

PRODUCTS DELINQUENTS NON-DELINQUENTS TOTAL

OWNED NUMBERS NUMBERS NUMBER PERCENTAGE
PERCENTAGE PERCENTAGE

v 70 467 90 723 164 586

RADIO 96 640 97 746 193 689

BICYCLE 30 200 19 146 49 175

MOTORCYCLE 41 273 51 392 92 329

CAR 3 20 3 23 6 21

OTHER 10 67 8 61 18 65

DURABLE

TOTAL

dSoroe Fnman sunvey camiod ot by OASES

There were TV sets in 58 6% of the respondent households and radio in 68 9° ¢ households A higher
percentage (72.3%) of non-delinquents owned tefevisions. compared to only 46 7% of delinquents
Ownership of radio in two groups was less divergent 64%¢ of delinquents and 74 6°¢ of non-

delinquents had radio-sets

Ownership of radio. in comparison to ownership of televisions, was much higher among the
delinquents The comparative position of radio and TV ownership amongst the non-delinquents was
only peripherally different This indicates higher expenditure status of the non-delinquents

Concerning ownership of vehicles. as seen from the above table, more delinquents owned vehicles The
value of vehicles owned by non-delinquents was more than those owned by non-delinquents. as more
non-delinquents had motorcycles and most of delinquents had bicvcles

There was not much difference in the two groups when it came to ownership of other assets
Considering over about 94°¢ of the respondents did not have other household durable it en clearly
shows that the sample comprised mainly of persons from lower class
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3.4 Media Consumption Profile

Media can be treated as a product, a service 10 be precise It can have producers and consumers
Those who write an article, make a programme for the radio or produce a soap for TV would be the
producers and readers and viewers would be the consumers This section of the report deals with

media consumption among the sample

3.4.1 Readership profile

Analysis of primary data collected during this study shows that a good percentage (62.5%) of the
respondents was exposed 10 the print-media, they replied that they read something or the other.
Interviews carried out, as depicted in the table below, shows that a higher percentage of non-
delinquents than delinquents were in the habit of reading The percentage of readers among the
delinquents was lower than the percentage of non-delinquent readers. There were 77 7% non-
delinquents who read newspapers, books or magazines but Jess than 50% delinquents who read
anything This indicates that the habit of reading was more prevalemt amongst the non-delinquent
respondents

Table 7. Comparison Of Delinquent And Non-Delinquent Respondents With Regard To
Their Reading Habits '

YWV VWV V VYV VU WV Y TPV QO IO G

READIRS — OR DELINQUENTS NON-DELINQUENTS TOIAL
NON-READERS NITMBIERS  PERCENTAGE NIMBERS  PERCENTAGE NUMBER  PIRCENTACGE
READERS 74 ) 493 101 777 175 625
NON- 76 507 29 223 105 375
READERS ‘

TOTAL i50 1000 130 1000 280 1000

Source Primary survey carried out by QASES

Most respondents in both groups said that they read books more ofien than any other reading material
Almost a similar percentage of respondents read magazines in both categories A high percemage of
non-delinquents (about $4%) read comics. there could be many reasons for this but this is beyond the
scope of this study Only 39°s delinquents read newspapers It is obvious that they were not exposed
1o print-media on a regular basis. if reading newspapers is a2 more regutar habit than reading books,
magaznnes. e1c A person may read one book in a vear and sav that he reads books but if one claims 1o
read the newspaper the frequency of reading is bound 1o be more, the claim of reading newspaper
would definitely suggest a higher consumption of print-medium It can be said that there was not
much difference in the percentage of population in either category being a reader or not but it appears
that delinquents read less. more infrequently than the delinquents




- Y w e w v vy oW v YWY VUI VUV SV VTQQRUIYITIT U

3.4.2. Cinema-viewing profile

Table 8: Comparison Of Delin

Watching Movies

quent And Non-Delinquent Respondents With Regard To

FREQUENCY DELINQUENTS NON-DELINQUENTS TOTAL
OF NUMBERS NUMBER PERCENTAGE
WATCHING PERCENTAGE ;
MOVIES |
NUMBERS Yo NUMBERS Ye NUMBERS Y
REGULARLY 37 247 43 331 30 286
OCCASKINALLY 47 313 49 377 96 343
RARELY 66 440 38 292 91 328
TOTAI 150 1000 130 100.0 280 100.0
Sowrer Provan sumey camiad oun b OASLES
Looking at the survey data for watching movies it was evident that 62 9% of the sample watched -

movies either regularly or occasionally 562
or at least occasionally in comparison to
sample said that they rarely waiched fil
and therefore were more exposed to the influence of cinema
delinquents in contrast 1o 3°

o of the delinquents said that they watched movies regularly
60" amongst the non-delinquent group. About 1/3 of the

ms More non-delinquents than delinquents watched movies.
Ome important finding was 14%

» non-delinquents like crime movies This could be an indication that it is

not merety movie watching +hat influences criminal behaviour but delinquents may take more interest

in come-movies

343 Television viewing profile

Table 9. Companison Of Delinquent And Non-

Delinquent Respondents With Regard To T\'

Viewing

RESPONDENT DELINQUENTS NON-DELINQUENTS TOTAL

S WATCHING NUMBERS NUMBERS NUMBER PERCENTAGE
™ PERCENTAGE PERCENTAGE

WATCHTV 119 793 127 9717 246 879
DON'T 3 207 23 RE 121
WATCHTV

TOTAL %0 1000 130 1000 280 1000

Searay Pamun sunee camed oo st s

18



——omuuuu.uooovgauuaaaa-&aiuc"*éddt*(‘#éédddldd’d’ddd‘d:

Popularity of television is high among the sample respondents. A high percentage (87.9%) of
respondents in the sample watched television Apparently television is more popular medium than print
amongst this sample Here also there is a difference in the two groups; fewer persons in the delinquent
group watched television (79.3%). Almost every one in the non-delinquents watched television
(97.7%) One reason for fewer delinquents watching television could be less ownership of television
sets. therefore less opportunity 1o watch The graph below illustrates that there are more viewers than
owners of TV sets. The gap between the owners and viewers is more in delinquent category than
among non-delinquents.

A COMPARISON OF TV OWNERS/VIEWERS AMONG
DELINQUENTS & NON-DELINQUENTS

100 /
90 /

304 -

n- 4

m- -

50 e
40 4

30+ /
20 /
wy” .

° .

OWNERS VIEWERS

| O DELINQUENTS B NON-DE_INQUENTS B

Time spent on watching Television

Delinquents watched less television, mean hours of watching TV for them was 1 72 and for the non-
delinquents it was 2 40 hours every das

3.44 Music listening profile

To gauye the influence of audio-medium the respondents were ashed questions about their interest in
hstening 1o music More than 73°6 of the respondents listened 10 programmes on the radio, particularh
music The percentage of respondents listening to music was much higher among the non-delinquents
(83 8%} than amony the delinquents (64°s) This is glanng particularly when we consider that a high
percentage (96° ) of delinquents had claimed that they possessed radio sets



Table 10: Comparison Of Delinquent And Non-Delinquent Respondents With Repard To
Listening Music

RESPONDENT DELINQUENTS NON-DELINQUENTS TOTAL
S LISTENING
TO MUSIC

NUABERS *a NUMBIRS %o NUMBERS %
LISTEN TO 96 640 109 838 205 732
MUSIC
DO NOT 54 360 21 16.2 75 268
LISTEN TO
MUSIC \
TOTAL 150 1000 130 100.0 280 100.0 |
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Saurce Primany sunes eamed out by OASES

The above table shows that 73 2% of all respondents listened to music on the radio, that is the
remaining 26.8% said that they did not listen to music There were more non-delinquents (83 8%;)
listening to music than delinquents (64%) Music is known 10 have therapeutic value. it soothes the
mind and calms the nerves The reason music related questions were asked were because there was a
sudden spurt in profane songs in some Hindi movies. and it appeared that some youth and children
may use such songs for eveteasing Thus it was necessan 10 find out whether delinquents listened 10
music or not

34.5 Advertisement profile

In 10day’s world advertisements have come to occupy a very important niche in the context of mass
media Since advertisements play a very important role in the sunvival and growth of mass media i is
hardly surprising that advertising has come 10 matter so much Advertising can be said to be a hnk
betw een the medium and the message Advertising is not a mass media-form like T\ or radio but
belongs to message component Tt is necessan 1o include it in discussions Almost 70%% of our sample
watched and remembered advertisements While almost 63°¢ of the delingquents saw and remembered
ads. an obviously  higher percentage (77°0) of non-delinquents did the same (see Tabic 11 below)
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Table 11: Comparison Of Delinquent And Non-Delinquent Respondents With Regard To
Their Remembering Advertisements

ADVERTISING DELINQUENTS NON-DELINQUENTS TOTAL
RECALL NUMBERS NUMBERS NUMBER
PERCENTAGE PERCENTAGE PERCENTAGE

REMEMBER 95 633 100 769 195 696
ADVERTISEMENT

DON'T REMEMBER 55 367 30 231 85 304
ADVERTISEMENT

TOTAL 150 100.0 130 100 280 1060.0

Sowror Paman suney camad out bn OASES

3.5 SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

The study had intended to examine if there was a difference in the viewershipfreadership habits of
delinquents and non-delinquents (Hypothesis I)

" COMPARISON OF DELINQUENTS AND NON-DELINQUENTS WITH

REGARD TO MEDIA EXPOSURE

b
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The above graph shows that there is a difference in the media-exposure of delinquents and non-
delinquents—less delinquents read and watch different forms of mass media Thus. if mass media
influences them it would be not because of extent of their consumption but for other reasons Tt
appears that mere fact of being exposed to mass media does not fead to criminal behaviour Then what
really is the impact of mass media® This is considered in the next chapter
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CHAPTER 4

IMPACT OF MEDIA

This section of the report discusses the impact of various media forms as seen on the sample
tespondents, the crux of the report The attempt here is to identify if there is amy overt association
between media and crime among juveniles

4.1  Impact Of Print Medium

Print medium, the original form of mass media. continues to hold its place in this day and age of
television There have been debates about the sunvival of print media, whether people would continue
to read like always or not. history has shown that print media has endured in spite of stfl competition
from audio-visual media

Even today print media influences people in several ways One of the ways this is illustrated by the case
of Salman Rushdie, the Indian-born British writer, whose book *The Satanic Verses™ created so much
furore that Ayatollah Khomeini, the spiritual leader of Iran, declared a  farwa against the wniter Till
date. after almost five years. Rushdie is hiding for his life Taslina Nasreen's book /4174 also hurt
peoples’ sentiments in Bangladesh and the author now lives in exile

Mythological epics like Mahabharat and Ramavan have influenced the conduct of Hindus but “Lady
Chatterly’s Lover” by D H Lawrence and several books by Henny Miller, although now considered
classics. were said 10 be nevarn el influencing peaple of that time “Lady Chatterh’'s Lover” was
banned for almost two decades after it was published. today 1t is considered 10 be an important work
of Inerarure

There have been a spate of mavazines which have crossed the thin line belween leval and illegal by
publishing obscene matenial The editor of “Fantasy” magazine Vichey Bharadwaj was arrested for
publishing nude pictures of an unwilling gid This is an interesting case because it imoh es several
poirts about media and cnime Not onlh the editor's aim of pubhishmg nude pictures i influenced by
media but that the picture itself becomes contron ersial is an issue concerming media-crime nexus

. When amthing written inciies an indinidual 1o commit 2 crime the role of media becomes an even

ureater concem There have been cases reported when cnme was committed because it had been
uniten about earher People have clamed from time-to-time tha they were motnated to criminal acts
by reading a book. magazine or 2 news in the papers The point that emergzes is if this cause and effect
is real of is 1t only a simphstic theon created by fertile minds of some criminals” For a person (o
commit a crime by being inspired by reading something. the prerequisite would be the readers interest
in CHIme wWTitings

Respondents were ashed what hind of news and features thes focused on I media does motivate a
potential criminal. crime news could be the stimulus

~n
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4.1.2 Crime and print media

The survey showed that while the non-delinquents members are drawn more by news and articles
about films, the major concern of the delinquents was crime They were also interested in films but 1o a
much lesser extent than the non-delinquents While 12%% of the non-delinquents said they focused on
cnime, an overwhelming 34°% of the delinquents said tha they focused on news or features related 10
cnme

Itis clear that majority of the readers were unsure of their feelmgs about crime related news 75%% of
the total readers were unable to say clearly as to how they reacted Members of the delinquents reacted
more definitely to crime related news As many as 19%5 of the delinquent readers were interested in
crime-news in comparison 1o only about 7% of the nor-delinquents These findings indicate that there
was a group of persons who was drawn to crime related news and afso found such whitings interesting

This was more true of delinquents than those without a criminal record

There were 13 readers (18°¢) amongst the delinquents who had on reading contemnplated some cnme
Such thoughts also occurred 10 seven members of the non-delinquents (7o) This may mean that
media influenced the delinquents a little more than the others

Areview of study-data shows that there is a decreasing percentage of responses in being attracted to
crime-writing. actually liking it and being motivated to think of committing a cume  The trend in the
Mo group was simular but delinquents had more respondents who thought of committing a crime A
careful ook at the data showed that there was an decrease in the difference between the two Lroups
when it comes 10 being "inerested i reading about crime” This indicates that in the non-delinquent
group while the interest goes up the actual motination goes down This could probably provide the
answer 1o the fact why media influences some and not the others

4.1.3 Reading of crime related news and features

A senies of questions were asked to assess whether. on secing a cnime related news. the respondents
were drawn towards to it. and how many after reading such “items” thought of committing a crime
The findings are graphicallv summarised here At all the three levels of ‘noticing the news”. “focusing
on the news’ and “thinking of commitiing crime” the delinquents had a higher percentage As a mater
fact. the gap between them increased with evens level 1t could be a pointer 1o a fact that that pring
medium motivates the two groups differenthh . delinquents seem to get more affected on reading
articles penaining to cime

1y
-
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COMPARISION OF DELINQUENT AND NON-DELINQUENT
RESPONDENTS WITH REGARD TO THER MOTIVATION BY CRIME
WRITINGS

W NON-DELINQUENTS
O DELINQUENTS

% RESPONSES
w
bl

ATTRAC  INTERIS MOTIVA
TEDBY TEDIN TeD 8y
CRME CRIME CRIME

NEWS WRITING  WRITING

Source Primary sunvey carmied out by OASES

4.2 Impact Of Visual Media: Cinema

There are many examples which indicate that there is a definite connection between cinerma and crime
A tecnager along with his conspinng classmate was arrested by the police for faking his own abduction
and demanding a ransom of Rs 20 lakh from his parents They were inspired by a Hindi fitm Kbl
which dweit on a similar theme " :

The case of infamous serial kifier Auto Shankar of Tamilnadu. w here the court agreed he was
influenced by media. is all too familiar 10 repcat here Then there was the case of  father and son who
had reportedly killed a person after getting the idea from a Hindi movie ‘Kaghuhir® These exampies
though very unambiguous could still be isolated incidents The moot point being that there is no doutt
that media could influence an mdividua! at certain times and in centain situations 1o even commit a
cnime But is it frequent enough to be considered normative” Besides, in the study of this subject such
stray events qualify for being a social trend” Does media only provide the meadus opwerainds for the
cnme or does it actually motivate a person to commit a crime when he was otherwise not likely to
commit one” These are some of the issues that need 1o be resoh ed

Some research has shown that watching movies is the main activity of the present day vouth Viewiny
violent films in the privacy of their home seems 1o have grown into an addiction One out of e en five
boys admitted to aggressive behaviour as a result of watching such films Almost all of them said that

' The Hindustan Times 17 January. 1995
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days of a week. "' Again this docs not indicate that those with such aggressive behaviour becamne

AsaicsofstudicsonthcdfcasofmodonpicuutsuponymnhhnmasthePayneFundstudiswe
published in the early 1930s and promptly provided weapons 1o critics of cinema. Sociologists H
Bhimen and P. Hauser reported on the basis of questionnaires, autobiographical accounts and
wnterviews that some 10% of the male delinquents and criminals studied felt that motion pictures had
contributed to their behaviour. Moreover, 25% of the delinquent girls studied stated that they had
somalrdaﬁonswﬁhmaﬁabdnguwsedbyapicnucwithpassiomteloveswm,

ﬁenﬂwsdsopubﬁshcdah:gegroupofascmpmuinwﬁchainﬁmlsb!mned movies for one or
nmhampmofﬂmdrbdm&w.kmngdrhwumﬁamwnmbuﬁngtomﬁonﬂpomsion
are the parade of visual images before the child's eyes. It means that whereas previously children had
toprovidcmcirownimagswh‘lercadingbooks,nowwhentheyseemovies.theymcxposcdto‘real
irmages” complete with dramatic effects and stimulating actions. But the power of films to influence
behaviour had not been discussed in comparison 1o the other influences like parents, school and

community, which the present study has attempted to do.

4.2.1 Enjoying movie-scenes

The survey showed that while a majority of the respordents (77%) said that they enjoyed fight scenes
only 24% said that they enjoyed rape been shown in movies. Excepting rape, among all other
categones fewer delinquents enjoyed these scenes This clearly indicates that emjoyment of a scene,
which may be deviant or socially unacceprable. does not necessarily mean that it would lead to criminal
behaviour. There has to be something other than, or in addition to, either watching movies or even
rehishing atypical scenes, which would be considered 10 be stimulus for delinquent behaviour and
influencing criminal tendencies.

4.2.2 Trying out movie-scenes

A comparative look at respondents’ opinion on print media and cinema showshat delinquents enjoyed
provocative scenes less than aliuring reading material In case of print media, more delinquents were
interested in crime bt the same is not true with cinema The two media appear to have different
umpact. Is it because print-media leaves a lot to imagination so the delinquents are able to churn the
situation in their minds, or is it because reading as a habit precludes company where as cinemna
waiching is rarely done alone. so that any serious affect of 2 scene gets diffused and can be enjoved
without bang motivated?

" The Pioneer (Pulse). *Visual Media and Violemt Behaviour'. Dec 1994
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from the movies than delinquents themsedves. 36% of all non-delinquent movie-goers said that they feh
ﬁkchyhxgaﬂmﬁwnmvﬂhﬂn&ﬁm%mﬂ%of&nddmm&mdtymod

10 try out & scenc,

4.2.3, Cinema and group{ntevaction

Table 12: Distribution Of Delmquent-Respondents On The Basis Of Their Movie
Watching And Preference For Being Alone

BEING MOSTLY SOMETIMES NEVER
Al ONE'

WATCH MUMBERS PERCENTAGE NWUMBERS PERCENTAGE NUMBERS PERCENTAGE
MOVIE .

REGULARLY 4 154 6 154 27 318
OCCASIONALLY 6 231 9 487 22 259
RARELY 16 ) 615 14 359 36 42 4
TOTAL 26 100.0 39 1000 85 100.0

Source'Prirmrysm'wriedmnbyOASES

Tfrabovctables}nwsﬂuzmj%ofﬂ:ddinquanswhomdywmchadmoﬁcsweﬁmwho
pmf'crmdtobc'mosx}yalonc‘md3].8’/.wfnrcgﬂadywndwdmviesmﬁkodtobcm Ths
Mmcsﬂmlarer-dquuansmnumﬂynmamﬁnmedmwdﬁngmﬁ‘ This means that
merdywaxchingmovicsisno!amghtonmkcapasmddﬁquunbmﬂ'heprd'dstobc‘mos&y
nbm‘&mﬁschmusofbdngsddﬁquanhmﬁspedhtofhsmﬁe-nmdﬁngm

4.3.  Impact Of Visual Media: Television

!nﬁvcyws,lndiaisﬁkdytohavconcoflhclugwtdcvﬁonmorkshﬁtwodd According to
Rupert Murdoch, t}nownaomerChmmd,MnﬁﬂionpeoplcdrmdymdnChamdinlndia It

26
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there will be no effect of the group.

431 Clmigoh‘normal'bohavlowﬂmmhitsﬂomofﬂnmen

Tdcﬁsionlndﬁhmmtobe}mﬁngmhnpaaondrbdmﬁwofmemmlc. Inresponse to a
qucdionwhdlchﬂnudeluwnyaﬁedm(mmml)bduviaumlyammﬂpuwﬂgc
(29.6%) of respondents could not specify the impact The rest mentioned some of the other aspects of
mnmlbdmiowﬁkcdrmlmh’ﬂﬁqdc.,ﬂmmhﬂuamdbytdcviﬁmmﬁlm.

Armmgdtbduvimrpananlﬂ'edcdbyﬁknhdaisiomﬁxnmjorhﬂmisondmss. About 55%
ofthcrc.spondaxs.&%ﬁmﬂ\enorrddim;uaucnegorymdﬂ%ﬁomth:ddirquangmupsaid
dmd:drc&dnghab&smaﬁeddby!deﬁdmuﬂﬁhuﬂ:oﬂuhmoﬂmﬁaiegowofhﬂm
being hairstyle. humhrgiyaﬁg}upamugcofﬂnddwpaumdidmtmmd,hdimﬁng
!imitedinfh:monﬁmnllasxh!hecommofmd\bdumpm.

4.3.2 Deslre to try out scenes

\%ukedif&nyfdﬁkcminganmoﬂ}nscaminmdrlivcs,nunynmmswcrcdin
affirmative than had answered in the casc of print media. This indicates the motivational significance
ofmeviwa.!media.ﬂnfaadmniﬁgjmpawuag:ofnon—ddimag:mdmhawf&tﬁke
tryng out a scene(s) indicates that mere feeling may not lead to criminal action.

MOTIVATION FOR TRYING OUT TV SCENES BETWEEN
DELINQUENT AND NON-DELINQUENT RESPONDENTS
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motivated 1o try out scenes shown on the TV. This would mean that there would ahways be a small
number of people who would be motivated to “enact’ TV scenes. Among those who would be willing
to try out scenes not all would 1end 1o be delinquents. There were 23% non-delinquents who had feh
Eke trying out scenes from the TV. In comparison a lesser number, 19%4 delinquents wanted 1o
experiment scenes from some TV programmes. There were only one in four or five TV viewers who
were 30 motivated that they felt like attempting TV scenes and the number of delinquents among them
was Jess than other category of non-delinquents The focus shifls from merely trying out any scene 10
some specific types of scenes :

On analysis it emerged that although there was & higher percentage of non-delinquent viewers who
wanted to try out scenes, but the type of scenes which were thought to be attempted were more
‘negative’ in the case of delinquents There were about 8% delinquents who wanted to *fight” or
become a “gang-leader’ whereas about 6% non-delinquents —- 2% less than delinquents — wanted 1o
copy these scenes in their rea! life ﬂlisﬁndinghdiwat}mﬂmmybutmdmcyumngboththc
groups 10 imitate television but the nature of influence may be different in each case.

4.4 Impact Of Advertising

Ever since Doordarshao went commercial. it has proved to be a boon for both Indian and
muhi-national companies by providing them with great promotional opportunities for their companies
and products There has been an unprecedented demand for prime-time slots for TV commercials
While commercials promote products and comparies they in themselves have *visual-value®, form and
content which are beyond their commercial-value Television advertising can affect people in many
different ways than any other form of advertising

With growing advertising_ there is a growth in consumerism As consumerism rises. cormespondingly
the adventising industry is booming Television advertising. by and large. does not even need literacy
And 1t is not surprising that the Chiel of an advertising agency has said that the spectacular growth of
consumenism is outstripping the growth of literacy

Advertising is always larget-specific media costs being high. no advertiser is interested in wasteful
exposure But in spite of focusing. advertisements are also viewed by those who may not have any
interest in the product being advertised This is more 1rue for television advertising mainhy because
most T\’ commercials have entertainment value A study conducted by Indian Institute of Mass
Communication. New Delhi. show ed that children view ed ads ertisements regularhy Our study also
ranforced the populanty of advertising



#,i-&f&@ﬁ-@v#uwa&a4.-4.4,(.4.!. I R X, RN T AR T S r“i&“ﬁ‘v‘{"“ﬂ‘

4 4.1 Advertising and Crime

Social scientists have focused on situstions where people’s aspirutions are repressed '? The resul
dcpmdsmﬂnirﬂmﬁtyofdcp«htﬁmmdﬂwpampﬁmofﬂkdepﬁvedﬁuiswhywm
increasingly a lot of young people resorting 1o crime. Youth have played an important roke during riots
T}nymngugmaﬁmislodaycxposedtouimﬁmghnwdiaﬁkcncvabdom The globalisation
of econonmy creates mrﬂesmdummainﬁm.mdunfulﬁlledd&dmmdaspimiommlmdm youth
crime and juvenile delinquency .

Advertisements have 3 tendency 10 take people to another realm, showing kifestyles which are not
accessible to most 'I'hiskindofsiinmhlsisbamdloleadpoop!elolworidoffmuyThestudy
shows that 42% rcspondcrnsdrunnlbaandringthclirmyls pottrayed in advertisements

llwmﬂmnmddirqm-mﬂm(zvﬁ)-wﬂmmmw}mﬁngm
myadwuﬁmm—mwmingtodomw}ﬁnglbanRUm?Aofﬂmnm»ddimns
respondents ﬂﬁspasm\ﬂhymmbb'hdiweﬂwdiﬁ‘eminzhetwogoups Itis not the
Lspimﬁonwﬁchissohnpmmhnﬂwlmdmldedmtoﬁﬂﬁjﬂwupimﬁonlhmmaymotivtlc
people towards committing crime. Advertisement provides the stimulus but that on its own is not
adequate motivation

COMPARISON OF DELINQUENTS & NON-DELINQUENTS
REGARDING EFFECT OF ADVERTISING ON THEIR BEHAVIOUR

SATISFACTION
I NON-DELINQUENTS
mem e A a b3 - PN - 7. . L nwm
T T I |
] 5 10 15 20
% RESPONSES

Continuing with the above observation it is seen that 19°, of the delinquents, who fel deprived, were
willing 1o 1al.e recourse to a measure where they could achieve the fifestyles potraved in the
adverusemnents Only 6% of the non-delinquents were desirous of fulfilling their deprivation Although
most of them feh that the action 1aken should be within the legal confines.

" Murthy, J § . *Mass Communication and Life Styles of Youth®, Communicator Vol XVIII. NO 1 Jan - Mar. 1993,

pp 32-33
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Visual advertising undoubtedly increases the passion for consumerism As Packard, author of *Hidden
Persuaders’ has shown, consumerist advertising causes the rise of unrealisable aspirations. Researchers
hutmdlhmdmggmﬁm‘ldcﬁﬁmldmﬁirgmhﬂumdﬂdmwwumgmhﬂkuﬂy
ﬂmxghmhknwdmimbmuscﬂxumﬁwhmguyofld\uﬁdngmhamﬂwpavdved
attractiveness of the product ®

4.5 Impact Of Audio Medium

Since the beginning of chilisation, importance of music has been realised but music somehow is being
mentioned less, and less particularly when discussing the influence of mass media S Jeds discusses
music in detall and examines its effects. Ttis said that great musicians like Tansen and Baiju Bawana
could conjure images of falling rain and could tame wild animals Classical music in India has atways
been associated with seasons and time. Some researchers have claimed that listening to Mozart
tmproves & person’s mathernatical abilities Jazz and Blues in America were products of specific
temporal and social situations The music festival Woodstock, which celebrated its official (as well as
unofficial) 25th anniversary had a whole generation behind it

Film Music in India has a special importance In the early years of Independence, All India Radio, AIR.
stopped broadcasting film music on orders of the then information and Broadcasting minister V.
Keshar, consequently “Binaca Geet Maala™ from Radio Ceylon gained immense popularity.

Music is regarded as importan for the success of a film, its eppreciation is deeply embedded in the
social context When Raj Kapur's ‘Auwara” was successful in communist USSR and China and every
Russian and Chinese was hummingits songs, it was feh that while the music was good its success also
depended on the relations among the countries and their pofitical ideologies Today when the movie
"Ham Aap Ke Hain Kaun” with i's 14 songs has not only been the biggest grosser of all times in
India. but has also celebrated Golden Jubilees in UK and Canada. it is being argued that family
tradmons are very strong in India People watched this movie for not only the portraya! of family but
for #ts songs 100 as it can be confirmed by the sale of its records and cassettes besides the continual
rendering of these songs on the radio

Film music has also invited a lot of flak not only from puritans like Mr Keskar but by ordinary citizens
as being increasinghy vulgar There have been songs. which it was feh should be banned because they
corrupt the minds of our younger generation Recemly a trend was started by a song with sexual
innuendoes in a movie called ‘Ahalinak * which became immensely popular The song became so
notorious that it was banned on All India Radio BBC carried a feature on it in their main news

4.5.1 Music influencing behaviour

The question that emerges is whether the popularity of a song or a piece of music affects the minds of
the hstencrs and their behaviour, more so crimina! behaviour Mt is very difficult 10 imagine that a song
or music can lead to murder, thefl or rape, but songs can be used for intimidating people, as songs can
and do have seist and racist implications The study decided to assess the impact of music in this
background

30
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COMPARISON OF DELINQUENT & NON-DELINQUENT RESPONDENTS
WITH REAGARD TO IMPACT OF MUSIC:

USING RLM SONGS TO TEASE GRS

Source Proman suney camad o by DASES

Majority of the respondents (77 5%) agreed that they had noticed people using songs for teasing girls
Obtained responses suggest that more non-delinquents (86.9%5) had seen songs being used for teasing

than non-delinquents Interestingly, a higher percentage (34 6%5) of non-delinquents than delinquents
(29 3%) said that they had used songs for teasing pirts

4.6 Impact Of Media: Conclusions

4.6.1. Influences on the delinquents

In keeping with the objective of the study. this chapter attempted 1o assess the impact of media on the
criminal behaviour of the sample respondents As any behaviour pattern can have many influences or
stimulus the respondents were ashed questions not only about media but also on other probable
influencing causes like lure of money or influence of drugs and alcoho!

Want and cime

Sociolowsts and erimunologists over the vears have pondered about what makes a child a commit
enme Their answers vary from genelic code 10 family backgrounds and economic needs On beiny
ashed what made them commit 2 criminal act. 37 3% of delinquent-respondents said need of money
Lure of job was another factor, though in a hmited sense As majority of the respondents had come
fom low income groups. it was hardly surpnsing that money could be an influencing factor on criminal
ATINT

3
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Moreyomh(llpknyun)mablclospedfyﬂrdrneednr\dvmyitledloaﬁnc.m}ﬁg}m
percentage of respondents who said that the need for money made them commit a crime resided in
l»danw,foﬂowdby@uﬂhd-Mmﬂbd:uﬂﬂmDeﬂi.Mdiﬁmhﬂ:mm
scemingly more because of age rather than the centres themsealves. It is not possible to say 10 what
maﬂﬂrbuﬁonphparolehinﬂwdngﬂrddinqu .

Intoricant and crime

It is sometimes suggested that a crime may be committed under the influence of an intoxicant. To
measure this, a question was put 10 the respondents who had committed a crime 11 3% responded in
affirmative, while the majority refrained from answering,

A higher percentage of youth admitted 10 being under the influence of alcohol of drugs, than children

below the age of 18 years A very hugh percentage of child respondents did not comment on their
intemperance when comnitting a crime.

Lucknow had the highest percentage of respondents who said they were under the influence of either
alcoho! or drugs (22%%). followed by Meerut-Ghaziabad. This may again indicate the difference in the
BEC Broups

Media and crime
Al Indirect observation

mmpondmuuvtukedfﬂryhm&&gm_i;mLMnawnsequmofbdng
exposed to a media-form The observations were tabulated and a comparison of the two respondent
calegories is graphically presented below
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A COMPARISON OF DELINQUENT & NON-DELINQUENT
RESPONDENTS: THE EXTENT OF DIFFERENT MEDIA MAKING
» THEM THINK OF COMMITTING A CRIME

 NON-DELINQUENTS
B DB INOUENT S

Soree Proman suney aemed aue by OASES

1t is obvious from the above illustration that films had made many respondents think about committing
a crime, so did songs On the other hand print-medium and advertising did not include so Many
respondents thinking of committing crimes but in these two cases the ratio of delinquents
conemplating a criminal act was much higher

There were 16 2% of the delinquents who had thought of committing some crime on reading a news
or feature, in contrast only 3% from the other group had ever had such feelings This appearsto be a

big difference but it is statistically not significant as the Chi-square with 1 degree of freedom works out
10 9.561898 which is not significant

Impact of television and films seemns to be higher on the respondents as the Chi-siusre for that
category with | degree of freedom works ot to 0 028155 Significance of music and teasing
(Chi-square (1 d f) = 2 353357) is also not significance, in any case, as seen earlier, there weie a
higher percentage of non-crimunals who feh like icasing girls by singing songs

B. Direct obsernvation

There is a difference in a person thinking of commirting a criminal act and a person actually
committing a crime Media may maie a person think about comminting a crime, it may alse make =
person actually commat a crime  Society worries about the larter, a mere thought would not disturb
the order, as Jong as it is not translated in to action There are several reports on how a enminal got the
idea of the crime from some movie or 2 TV serial In the earlier section the ‘thought of erime” was
analysed The impa=t of media on criminal behaviour was a0 atseased by asting i vespondents
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about their social and economic life and their media related habits These issues were analysed by
comparing the two differert category of respondents to see what all could have an effect on
delfinquency. The delinquent respondents were asked & direct question, if they felt that media had any
relationship 10 their criminal activities Interestingly, this direct approach yielded that 1 ot of 3
delinquents attributed their act to the influence of mass media On being asked to specify this influence,
films was quoted more often (16.7%) followed by television serials (6%). It is certainly noteworthy
that such a high percentage of respondents perceived that their action was guided by visual medium
and more specifically cinema

Table 13: A Comparison Of Delinquent Youth And Children With Regard To Their
Admitting Whether They Were Influenced By Media In Committing The Crime

ADMITTED DLLINQUENT CHILDREN DELINQUENT YOUTH TUTAL DELINQUENTS
BEING
INFLUENCED'

NUMBERS PERCENTAGE MUMBERS PERCENTAGE NUMBERS | PERCENTAGE
INFLUENCED 17 193 33 532 50 330
BY MEDIA
NOT 31 352 28 452 59 39.:
INFLUENCED
BY MEDIA
DON'T KNOW 40 455 1 1.6 4] 27.
IF .
INFLUENCED -
TOTAL B8 100 62 100 150 X

Source Primary survey camed out by OASES

Table 13 shows that most children are uncertain about the influence of media on their crime
Interestingly, a kittle less than 20% of child-respondents felt that media had influenced their crime This

response was much higher amongst the youth. where 53 2% said that they may have been motivated
by media in deviating from normal behavious
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