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2025, distinguished guests from border villages under 
the VVP were honoured in New Delhi. Their presence 
in the national capital, amidst the display of India’s 
culture, strength and unity, symbolises the breaking 
down of barriers that once separated the frontiers 
from the national landscape.

The Union Home Minister and Minister of 
Cooperation, Shri Amit Shah, has personally 
welcomed and interacted with these guests, 
spending valuable time with them and reinforcing 
their sense of belonging. He has often remarked that 
although the distance between New Delhi and the 
border villages is vast, Prime Minister Shri Modi has 
bridged the emotional gap by bringing hearts closer 
through the VVP.

While meeting guests from the border villages 
on January 25, 2025, Shri Shah noted that for the 
past few years, representatives from various villages 
have been invited to these celebrations, where they 
are treated with respect as special guests of the 
Prime Minister, symbolising a transformed outlook 
towards the nation’s frontier villages. This personal 
connection has given the residents of frontier regions 
a message that the nation not only values their 
presence, but also celebrates their role as sentinels 
of national security.

Development at the Core
The VVP is much more than a gesture of goodwill—

it is a comprehensive developmental initiative that 
places the prosperity of border villages at its heart. 

Prime Minister Shri Modi, in his Independence Day 
address in 2023, reminded the nation that the first 
rays of the rising sun fall on a border village and the 
last rays of dusk also linger on a border village. This 
vision set the tone for a programme that blends 
infrastructure, livelihood and cultural preservation 
into a unified mission to make village life truly vibrant.

The Union Government’s commitment to scale is 
evident. Under VVP-I, which was approved on February 
15, 2023. Nearly 662 villages across Arunachal 
Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh, Sikkim, Uttarakhand 
and Ladakh were included for comprehensive 
development, benefitting a population of about 1.42 
lakh people with an outlay of ₹4,800 crore. Expanding 
further, the Centre launched VVP-II on April 4 this 
year, with a substantial outlay of ₹6,839 crore till 
2028-29. This second phase covers select strategic 
villages in 19 States and Union Territories. Together, 
they aim to transform nearly 3,000 villages over the 
next decade into vibrant, self-sustaining and secure 
communities.

By treating border villagers as honoured guests of 
Prime Minister Shri Modi, by ensuring they receive 
the full benefits of welfare schemes initiated by the 
Centre and by making their communities strong, 
resilient and prosperous, the Union Government 
is redefining the development and role of frontier 
villages. They are no longer at the edge of the 
nation—they are at its heart. The Vibrant Villages 
Programme aims to foster connectivity in physical, 
digital and emotional terms. n

Union Home Minister Shri Amit Shah with distinguished guests from villages under the Vibrant Villages Programme in New Delhi. (File Photo)
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Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi receives a Guard of Honour upon arrival in Tokyo, Japan.
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n a significant step towards deepening 
their strategic partnership, Prime Minister  
Shri Narendra Modi and his Japanese counterpart 

Mr Ishiba Shigeru met in Tokyo on August 29-30, for 
the 15th India-Japan Annual Summit. The visit, marked 
by a ceremonial guard of honour, underscored the 
enduring friendship between the two nations, rooted 
in shared values, civilisational ties and a mutual vision 
for peace and prosperity. The two leaders charted 
an ambitious course for the India-Japan Special 
Strategic and Global Partnership, unveiling initiatives 
to strengthen defence, economic ties and people-to-
people exchanges.

A Partnership Built on Trust
The summit highlighted the remarkable progress 

of the India-Japan relationship over the past decade, 
which has grown into a multifaceted partnership 
encompassing defence, trade, technology and 
cultural exchange. Prime Ministers Shri Modi and  
Mr Shigeru emphasised the importance of building 
on this foundation to address growing contemporary 
geopolitical challenges and foster mutual prosperity. 
Their talks focused on three key pillars: bolstering 
defence and security cooperation, reinforcing 

economic partnerships and deepening cultural and 
human connections.

The leaders adopted a Joint Vision for the Next 
Decade, a comprehensive roadmap outlining 
eight priority areas, including economic security, 
technology and healthcare. They also signed a Joint 
Declaration on Security Cooperation, elevating 
defence ties to address evolving regional security 
dynamics. Additionally, an Action Plan for Human 
Resource Exchange was announced, aiming to 
facilitate the movement of 500,000 personnel, 
including 50,000 skilled professionals between India 
and Japan over the next five years.

I

Prime Minister in Japan: A Shared  
Vision for Peace, Progress, Prosperity

India and Japan partnership is 
rooted in mutual trust, reflects our 
national priorities and is shaped 
by our shared values and beliefs. 
Together, we carry a common dream 
of peace, progress and prosperity of 
our peoples and for the world.

Shri Narendra Modi, 
Prime Minister
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Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi participates in the 15th India-Japan Annual Summit in Tokyo, Japan.

Strengthening Cooperation
Economic collaboration emerged as a cornerstone 

of the summit. The leaders launched the India-Japan 
Economic Security Initiative, focusing on securing supply 
chains for critical goods such as semiconductors, critical 
minerals and pharmaceuticals. The leaders also set an 
ambitious target of 10 trillion Yen in private Japanese 
investment in India, building on the success of the 
earlier 5 trillion Yen goal set in 2022. The Mumbai-
Ahmedabad High-Speed Rail project, a flagship 
initiative, was celebrated as a symbol of technological 
collaboration. Both leaders committed to accelerating 
its completion and integrating Japan’s cutting-edge 
Shinkansen technology, promising to transform India’s 
railway transportation landscape.

On the security front, the two leaders condemned 
terrorism in the strongest terms, specifically 
addressing the April 2025 terrorist attack in Pahalgam. 
They called for swift justice against the perpetrators 
and reaffirmed their commitment to combating 
global terrorist networks, including Al Qaeda, ISIS, 
Lashkar-e-Taiba and Jaish-e-Mohammed. The summit 
also saw agreement on the need for urgent reform of 
the United Nations Security Council to reflect current 
geopolitical realities, advocating for expansion in 
both permanent and non-permanent categories.

A Call for Global Peace
Amid rising global tensions, both the leaders 

reiterated their commitment to peace and stability 
in West Asia, welcoming the ceasefire between Israel 
and Iran and urging all parties to uphold international 
law. They emphasised resolving Iran’s nuclear issue 
through dialogue, reflecting their shared commitment 
to diplomacy and restraint.

The summit concluded with Shri Modi extending 
an invitation to Mr Shigeru to attend the Quad 
Leaders’ Summit in India this year, an invitation which 
was warmly accepted. The visit reaffirmed the deep 
bonds between India and Japan, grounded in shared 
democratic values and a vision for a free, open and 
prosperous Indo-Pacific.n

BUILDING A PARTNERSHIP
Mutually Beneficial Measures
●�India-Japan Joint Vision for the Next Decade
●�Joint Declaration on Security Cooperation
●�Action Plan for India-Japan Human Resource 

Exchange
●�Memorandum of Cooperation on Joint Crediting 

Mechanism
●�MoU on India-Japan Digital Partnership 2.0
●�Memorandum of Cooperation in the Field of 

Mineral Resources
●�Implementing arrangement between the Indian 

Space Research Organisation (ISRO) and Japan 
Aerospace Exploration Agency concerning Joint 
Lunar Polar Exploration Mission

●�Joint Declaration of Intent on Clean Hydrogen and 
Ammonia

●�Memorandum of Cooperation on Cultural Exchange
●�MoU on Decentralised Domestic Waste Water 

Management
●�Memorandum of Cooperation in the field of 

Environment Cooperation
●�MoU between Sushma Swaraj Institute of Foreign 

Service and Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan
●�Joint Statement of Intent between the Ministry of 

Science & Technology and Ministry of Education, 
Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, Japan
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nder the festive glow of Janmashtami 
in Delhi’s Rohini, Prime Minister  
Shri Narendra Modi inaugurated two 

transformative National Highway projects—the 
Delhi section of the Dwarka Expressway and the 
Urban Extension Road-II (UER-II)—on August 17. 
With a combined investment of nearly ₹11,000 
crore, these projects mark a significant milestone in 
the Union Government’s mission to reshape Delhi 
into a model of growth, reflecting the spirit of a 
confident, developing India.

Prime Minister Shri Modi noted that Delhi is 
witnessing a development revolution. He said that 
these projects are more than just roads—they are 
lifelines for the people of Delhi, Gurugram and 
the National Capital Region (NCR). The Dwarka 
Expressway, spanning 10.1 kilometres has been 
developed at a cost of ₹5,360 crore and the UER-
II, including its Alipur to Dichaon Kalan stretch has 
been built at a cost of ₹5,580 crore. They promise to 
ease traffic, cut travel time and boost connectivity.

The Prime Minister emphasised that traders, 
entrepreneurs and farmers will greatly benefit 
from the new connectivity. He extended his 
congratulations to all residents of Delhi-NCR for 
these modern road infrastructure developments.

These initiatives are part of a broader vision 
to make Delhi a global benchmark for urban 
living. Reflecting on the past decade, Shri Modi 

highlighted the unprecedented strides in Delhi-
NCR’s infrastructure. From modern expressways 
to one of the world’s most connected Metro rail 
networks and the cutting-edge Namo Bharat rapid 
rail, commuting in Delhi has become much easier 
than ever before, he said. These projects reflect 
the Union Government’s commitment to inclusive 
growth. The Dwarka Expressway and UER-II are 
not just about roads—they are about connecting 
dreams, fostering opportunities, and building a 
Delhi that inspires pride. With every milestone, the 
Union Government is paving the way for a national 
capital that truly reflects the vibrancy and ambition 
of a developing India.n

U

Reform Means Expansion of  
Good Governance: Prime Minister
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi Inaugurates Highway Projects

BOOSTING CONNECTIVITY
Dwarka Expressway (Delhi Section)
●��Cost: ₹5,360 crore
●��Length: 10.1-km
●��Features: Multi-modal connectivity to 

Yashobhoomi, DMRC Blue and Orange lines, 
Bijwasan railway station and Dwarka cluster Bus 
Depot

��Urban Extension Road-II (UER-II)
●��Cost: ₹5,580 crore
●��Key Stretch: Alipur to Dichaon Kalan with links to 

Bahadurgarh and Sonipat
●��Features: Supports Delhi’s Inner and Outer Ring 

Roads, decongests busy points such as Mukarba 
Chowk and Dhaula Kuan

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi inaugurates two National Highway projects in Rohini, New Delhi.
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he meeting of the Parliamentary Consultative 
Committee of the Ministry of Home Affairs on 
‘Disaster Management and Capacity Building’ was 

held in New Delhi on August 19, under the chairmanship 
of the Union Home Minister and Minister of Cooperation, 
Shri Amit Shah. The meeting highlighted significant 
developments in India’s disaster management policy. It 
was revealed that under the leadership of Prime Minister  
Shri Narendra Modi, the Union Government’s disaster 
management approach has evolved to effectively handle 
even the most severe crisis through the use of modern 
technology, swift response mechanisms and precise 
planning. Today, India is moving towards a proactive 
approach where disaster prevention takes precedence 
over disaster relief.

Shri Shah stated that prior to 2014, disaster 
management in India was primarily focused on relief 
efforts. However, under the present dispensation, the 
approach has become rescue-oriented. Over the past 
decade, key policy and decisions have significantly 
enhanced the country’s disaster response capabilities.

The Government’s disaster response strategy is built 
on four key pillars: capacity building, speed, efficiency and 
accuracy. The results of this approach are clearly evident. 
While the Odisha Super Cyclone of 1999 claimed over 
10,000 lives, recent cyclones Biparjoy in Gujarat (2023) 
and Dana in Odisha (2024) recorded zero casualties. 

Shri Shah noted that cyclone-related damage has 
decreased by 98% and there has also been a notable 
reduction in the mortality rate due to heatwaves.

Referring to recent incidents of cloudbursts and 
landslides in several States, Shri Shah said that the Union 
Government is formulating strategic plans to address 
these challenges as well. He also highlighted that under 
the leadership of Prime Minister Shri Modi, India has 
made remarkable progress in developing an effective 
disaster early warning system. The India Meteorological 
Department (IMD) and the Central Water Commission 
have the capability to provide accurate forecasts of 
cyclones and floods up to seven days in advance. To ensure 
alerts reach even the most remote areas, the Union 
Government has implemented the Common Alerting 
Protocol based on the integrated alert system. This system 

disseminates warnings through SMS, coastal sirens and 
other communication channels. The Union Home Minister 
placed special emphasis on the widespread promotion 
of the ‘Sachet’ app, which provides timely and critical 
information during disasters.

Shri Shah informed that the average time required 
to deploy the Inter-Ministerial Central Team to disaster-
affected States has significantly reduced from 96 days 
earlier to just eight days now. Over the past 10 years, 
a total of 83 central teams have been sent to various 
States, with an average response time of eight days. 
He also highlighted the important contributions of the 
National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) in the 
areas of technology adoption and policy formulation and 
commended the National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) 
for effectively implementing these policies on the ground. 
Under the National Cyclone Risk Mitigation Project, 
multipurpose cyclone shelters have been constructed and 
92,995 community volunteers and Government officials 
have been trained in cyclone preparedness and response. 
Additionally, early warning systems have been installed 
in five coastal States. He noted that the infrastructure 
developed under this project has played a crucial role in 
saving lives during various cyclonic events.

Shri Shah also informed that for the first time, dedicated 
disaster mitigation funds have been established at both 
the National and State levels. The Union Government 
has allocated ₹13,693 crore for the National Disaster 
Mitigation Fund (NDMF) and ₹32,031 crore for the State 
Disaster Mitigation Fund (SDMF) for the period 2021-22 
to 2025-26. As part of this initiative, several mitigation 
projects have been approved under the NDMF, with a 
total allocation of ₹8,072 crore.n

T
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In the Modi Government, a multi-
dimensional approach has been 
adopted in the field of disaster 
management along with financial, 
institutional, structural strengthening.

Shri Amit Shah
Union Home Minister and Minister of Cooperation

Union Home Minister and Minister of Cooperation Shri Amit Shah chairs the meeting of the Parliamentary Consultative 
Committee for the Ministry of Home Affairs on 'Disaster Management and Capacity Building' in New Delhi.

New India Sets Sight on Zero-Casualties in Disasters
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n a resolute move to restore trust and elevate 
ethical standards in governance, the Union 
Government under the leadership of Prime 

Minister Shri Narendra Modi, introduced three 
transformative bills in the Lok Sabha. On August 
20, the Union Home Minister and Minister of 
Cooperation, Shri Amit Shah, tabled the Constitution 
(130th Amendment) Bill, 2025, the Union Territories 
(Amendment) Bill, 2025 and the Jammu and Kashmir 
Reorganisation (Amendment) Bill, 2025 in the Lok 
Sabha. These legislative measures aim to ensure that 

no individual holding high constitutional office—be 
it the Prime Minister, Chief Minister or Ministers of 
the Central or State Governments—can govern from 
behind bars, reinforcing the Centre’s commitment to 
combating political corruption and restoring integrity 
to public life.

A Response to Declining Moral Standards
Union Home Minister Shri Shah underscored the 

necessity of these bills, emphasising that they address 
a disturbing trend in Indian politics: elected leaders 
refusing to resign on moral grounds even after arrest. 
When the Constitution was framed, its architects 

I

130th Constitutional Amendment  
A Decisive Step Towards Purity and Morality in Politics
The Union Government Introduces Historic Bills to Strengthen Integrity and Moral 
Values in Political Life

The Union Home Minister and Minister of Cooperation, Shri Amit Shah, tables the Constitution (130th Amendment) Bill, 2025 in the Lok Sabha.
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could not have imagined 
that political figures 
would cling to power 
while in jail, he remarked, 
highlighting an alarming 
decline in the ethical 
standards of public life. 
The bills, he explained, 
are designed to elevate 
these standards, ensuring 
that governance remains 
a domain of integrity and 
accountability.

The proposed 
legislation introduces a 
clear and enforceable 
framework: no person 
under arrest and in jail can 
serve as Prime Minister, 
Chief Minister or Minister. 
If an accused politician 
fails to secure bail within 
30 days of arrest, they will 
be automatically removed 
from their position on 
the 31st day, either by 
the Prime Minister (at the 
Centre) or the respective 
Chief Ministers (in the 
States). However, the 
provision allows for 
reinstatement if bail is granted after the legal process, 
balancing fairness with accountability.

Strengthening Democracy  
Through Accountability

The Union Home Minister elaborated on the 
implications of the bills, particularly the Constitution 
(130th Amendment) Bill, 2025. The legislation defines 

serious crimes as those 
carrying a punishment of 
over five years, mandating 
that individuals accused 
of such offences resign 
if they remain in custody 
beyond 30 days without 
bail. “Prime Minister  
Shri Narendra Modi 
clearly believes that any 
minister, Chief Minister 
or Prime Minister in 
the country cannot 
run Government from 
jail,” he emphasised. 
This principle, the 
Union Home Minister 
underscored, aligns with 
existing provisions in 

the Representation of 
the People Act, which 
disqualifies elected 
representatives sentenced 
to two years or more, to 
uphold moral standards.

Shri Shah also addressed 
concerns about judicial 
fairness, noting that 
India’s courts are sensitive 
to the implications of such 
laws. When someone risks 

losing their position, the courts will decide on bail 
within the stipulated time, he assured, underscoring 
the bills’ intent to strengthen democracy by ensuring 
accountability without undermining due process.

To ensure thorough deliberation, the bills will be 
referred to a Joint Parliamentary Committee (JPC) for 
detailed discussion, a move Shri Shah has stated from 
the outset.n
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UPHOLDING ETHICS AND INTEGRITY
Laws resulting from the three bills will ensure the 

following:
Â �No person, while under arrest can govern as Prime 

Minister, Chief Minister or Minister of the Central or State 
Governments.
Â �When the Constitution was framed, its architects could not 

have imagined that in the future, there would be political 
figures who would refuse to resign on moral grounds 
before being arrested. In recent years, an astonishing 
situation has arisen in the country where Chief Ministers 

or Ministers have unethically run the Government from jail 
without resigning.
Â �The bill includes a provision that allows an accused politician 

to seek bail from the court within 30 days of arrest. If they 
fail to secure bail within 30 days, on the 31st day, either the 
Prime Minister at the Centre or the Chief Ministers in the 
States will remove them from their positions; otherwise, 
they will automatically become legally disqualified from 
performing their duties. If such a leader is granted bail after 
the legal process, they may resume their earlier role.

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi Ji 
very clearly believes that no Minister, 
Chief Minister or Prime Minister in the 
country can run the government while 
being in jail.

Shri Amit Shah
Union Home Minister and Minister of Cooperation
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he All India Speakers’ Conference, held at 
the Delhi Assembly to commemorate 100 
years since freedom fighter Vitthalbhai Patel 

became the first elected Indian Speaker of the 
Central Legislative Assembly, is more than just a 
ceremonial occasion. It stands as a meaningful 
platform for thoughtful deliberation and dialogue 
on India’s enduring democratic values and vibrant 
parliamentary traditions.

Speaking at the conference held on August 24, the 
Union Home Minister and Minister of Cooperation, 
Shri Amit Shah, stated that Vitthalbhai Patel laid the 
foundation for India’s legislative traditions and today’s 
democracy has been strengthened by his contributions. 
He emphasised that at a time when the nation was 
engulfed in the flames of the freedom movement, 
leaders within these legislative institutions gave voice 
to the aspirations of the people. He highlighted that 
the role of the Speaker is akin to that of an impartial 
umpire in a democracy, whose dignity is upheld through 
fairness and neutrality. The Union Home Minister 
further noted that one of the greatest achievements 
of India’s democracy is its long-standing tradition of 
peaceful transfer of power, without bloodshed, a legacy 
worth remembering.

Shri Shah stated that the message of the 
conference should go beyond merely glorifying the 
past. He emphasised the need for both the Parliament 
and Vidhan Sabhas to rise above party politics and 
engage in meaningful discussions on the issues faced 
by the people. He warned that if disruption and 

disorder take precedence over constructive debate, 
the very vibrancy of democracy would be at risk.

It is true that the Vidhan Sabha and Parliament are 
not merely physical structures, but vibrant institutions 
of thoughts and emotions. When there is a balance 
of wisdom, deliberation and legislation within these 
Houses, it leads to the creation of policies aimed at 
public welfare, Shri Shah said. His message holds 
particular significance that the ultimate objective of 
every law should be the public good and inclusive 
development.

Shri Shah emphasised the crucial role of Speakers. 
He stated that the most challenging position 
in the House is that of the Speaker. The Union 
Home Minister noted that in the 75 years of our 
Constitution, Speakers in legislative assemblies 
across the country and in the Lok Sabha have always 
played a significant role in maintaining the dignity of 
the House. Impartiality and justice are the two key 
pillars on which the stature of the Speaker rests.

During the event, the Union Home Minister also 
visited an exhibition on the life of Vitthalbhai Patel 
displayed at the Delhi Assembly premises.n

T

Vitthalbhai Patel Laid the Foundation of 
Democratic Governance Based on Indian Ideals

If anyone established the framework for 
running the country democratically based 
on Indian values, it was undoubtedly the 
valiant Vitthalbhai Patel.

Shri Amit Shah
Union Home Minister and Minister of Cooperation

Union Home Minister Shri Amit Shah releases a commemorative stamp at the Delhi Assembly during a function to mark the completion of 
100 years of freedom fighter Vitthalbhai Patel becoming the first elected Indian Speaker of the Central Legislative Assembly.
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he Government of Gujarat has taken a 
significant step towards building a New Age 
Smart Policing System with the launch of 

the ‘112 Janrakshak’ initiative, a unified emergency 
response platform designed to provide swift and 
integrated service through a single helpline.

Inaugurating the project in Ahmedabad on 
August 31, the Union Home Minister and Minister of 
Cooperation, Shri Amit Shah, hailed the initiative as a 
transformative step in public safety, driven by Prime 
Minister Shri Narendra Modi’s visionary approach to 
internal security and the protection of citizens’ rights.

Shri Shah also inaugurated newly constructed 
police housing and office infrastructure projects 
worth ₹217 crore by the Gujarat Police Housing 
Board, along with the deployment of a fleet of 1,000 
Dial 112 Janrakshak PCR vehicles equipped with GPS, 
wireless communication and modern emergency 
response tools. The vehicles will be operated under a 
24x7 centralised control room in Ahmedabad.

The Union Home Minister said that till now the 
maze of different toll-free numbers such as 100 for 
police, 108 for ambulance, 101 for fire service, 181 

for women’s helpline, 1098 for child helpline, 1070 
and 1077 for disaster were confusing the people. But 
now citizens of the State will get any kind of security 
related service, be it disaster management, child 
helpline, women’s helpline, fire service, ambulance 
or police assistance in a very short time by just dialling 
the number 112.  Shri Shah said that this project will 
cost ₹92 crore annually and substantially improve 
public service delivery across Gujarat.

Reinforcing the Union Government’s zero- 
tolerance policy on terrorism, Shri Shah spoke 
of India’s strong stance against security threats, 
referencing Operations Sindoor and Mahadev, and 
asserted that naxalism would be obliterated from the 
country by March 2026.n

T
Gujarat has effectively tackled key 
challenges such as terrorism, narcotics 
and cybercrime with a proactive 
approach, strengthened by the 
integration of advanced technologies 
in policing.

Gujarat Police Stepping into the Future
Shri Amit Shah Inaugurates New Age Smart Policing System for Gujarat

Union Home Minister and Minister of Cooperation Shri Amit Shah inaugurates the 'Janrakshak' project in Ahmedabad, Gujarat.
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he Union Home Minister and Minister of 
Cooperation, Shri Amit Shah, addressed the 
birth centenary celebrations of former Assam 

Chief Minister Golap Borbora in Guwahati on August 
29. In his address, he reaffirmed his strong stance that 
not a single infiltrator should be allowed to remain in 
the country. He credited Golap Borbora as the first 
leader to raise awareness about infiltration in Assam 
by initiating a purification of the voter list. As Chief 
Minister, despite limited resources and the absence 
of computerised systems, Golap Borbora undertook a 
thorough audit of the electoral rolls and successfully 
removed 36,780 illegal infiltrators. Shri Shah noted 
that this courageous and visionary action laid the 
foundation for the Assam Movement.

The Union Home Minister stated that the Election 
Commission is actively working on purifying the voter 
list through a Special Intensive Revision. He emphasised 
that the voter list is the heart of a democracy and the 
inclusion of foreign nationals poses a serious threat 
to its integrity. If Golap Borbora ji was alive today, he 
would have undoubtedly stood against such actions.

Shri Shah praised the Assam Government, calling the 
liberation of 1.26 lakh acres of land from the control of 
infiltrators a historic achievement. He highlighted that 
the State Government successfully reclaimed 49,500 
bighas of land in Sonitpur, 17,095 bighas in Darrang, 
13,438 bighas in Lakhimpur, 10,749 bighas in Hojai and 
8,280 bighas in Goalpara from illegal encroachment. 
Additionally, thousands of acres of land of the 
Kaziranga National Park and other forested areas, and 
revered sites such as Sankardev and Madhavdev have 
also been freed from unlawful occupation.

The Union Home Minister stated that on August 15, 
Prime Minister Shri Modi announced the formation 
of a High-Powered Demographic Changes Mission. 
Inspired by the vision of Golap Borbora Ji, this mission 
will study demographic shifts across the country, 
identify infiltrators and take steps to eliminate illegal 
infiltration from India.

The Union Home Minister affirmed that it is our 
firm resolve to make Assam and the entire country 
free from infiltrators. He expressed confidence that 
this goal will certainly be achieved. Shri Shah noted 
that the birth centenary of Golap Borbora is a fitting 
and timely occasion to advance this mission. He also 
announced that the Assam Government has named 
a prominent rural development institute in honour of 
Golap Borbora. He emphasised that promoting the life, 
ideals and contributions of Golap Borbora across every 
district and tehsil throughout the year will serve as a 
powerful source of inspiration for Assam’s progress 
and bright future.n

T

A Resolve to Make India Free from Infiltrators

Golap Borbora was the first to raise 
awareness against infiltration in Assam 
by cleansing the electoral rolls. During 
his tenure as Chief Minister, voter 
lists were scrutinised, and despite 
limited resources and the absence of 
computerisation, Borbora succeeded in 
removing 36,780 illegal infiltrators from 
the rolls.

Shri Amit Shah
Union Home Minister and Minister of Cooperation

Union Home Minister Shri Amit Shah addresses the birth 
centenary celebrations of former Assam Chief Minister 
Golap Borbora in Guwahati.
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ndia is steadily progressing towards its goal of 
becoming a developed nation by 2047. In this 
journey, institutions such as IIT-Patna are playing 

a pivotal role in advancing higher education and 
innovation. The Union Minister of State for Home 
Affairs, Shri Nityanand Rai, joined Union Education 
Minister Shri Dharmendra Pradhan at the 12th  
convocation ceremony of IIT Patna on August 26.
¶�On August 25, Shri Rai interacted with party workers 

at the ‘NDA Vidhan Sabha Karyakarta Sammelan’ 
held in Chanpatia Assembly in West Champaran 
district, Bihar. Sharing views on the social media 
platform X, he stated that the dedication of party 
workers and the trust of the people only strengthen 
the resolve.
¶�Shri Rai inaugurated the newly constructed 

buildings at the Border Outpost Jhalon of the 18th 

Battalion Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB) in Harlakhi and 
Border Outpost Gangaur of the 48th  Battalion SSB 
in Ladaniya, Madhubani district, Bihar on August 
24. He also virtually inaugurated Border Outposts 
Dingiyatola, Khona, Usarahi, Matsaji, Nari, Niyor 
and Kunauli and interacted with residents of the 
nearby border villages.
¶�The Union Minister of State for Home Affairs,  

Shri Bandi Sanjay Kumar, in a post on X on August 27, 
shared that women are being empowered through 
the free auto-rickshaw distribution programme in 
Karimnagar.

¶�On August 23, Shri Kumar inspected the ongoing 
road construction leading to the upcoming IT Park 
in New Shillong, accompanied by officials from 
the DoNER Ministry and the Urban Development 
Department. He also visited the Software 
Technology Parks of India (STPI) and the Integrated 
Command and Control Centre (ICCC) at Umsawli in 
Meghalaya, which functions as a unified system to 
enhance real-time surveillance, traffic management 
and urban governance in Shillong.
¶�Shri Kumar reviewed the implementation of Union 

Government’s schemes in Meghalaya during 
his visit to Shillong on August 22. In a post on X, 
he stated that the progress has been excellent, 
reflecting the Union Government’s strong focus 
on the Northeastern region. He highlighted that 
since the creation of a dedicated ministry by 
Prime Minister Shri Modi and the allocation of ₹2 
lakh crore, the region has witnessed accelerated 
and targeted development. He also urged officials 
to share constructive suggestions to ensure that 
people living in hilly and remote areas do not face 
any hardships.
¶�Shri Kumar visited the 31st Battalion Headquarters 

of the Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP) at Yupia in 
Arunachal Pradesh on August 21. During his visit, he 
paid tributes at the ‘Shaheed Smarak’, honoured the 
bravery of the Himveers and inaugurated several 
new welfare and infrastructure projects, including 
hospitals, mess facilities, residential quarters and 
training infrastructure.n

I

Rapid Completion of Projects

The Union Minister of State for Home Affairs, Shri Nityanand Rai, 
inaugurates newly constructed buildings of the Border Outpost 
Jhalon of the 18th Battalion of the Sashastra Seema Bal at Rajnagar 
in Madhubani, Bihar.

The Union Minister of State for Home Affairs, Shri Bandi 
Sanjay Kumar, inaugurates key projects at the 31st Battalion 
Headquarters of the ITBP at Yupia in Arunachal Pradesh.
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Union Home Secretary Shri Govind Mohan releases BPR&D’s publications on the 55th Foundation Day of the BPR&D.

Bureau

nion Home Secretary Shri Govind Mohan 
attended the 55th Foundation Day celebrations 
of the Bureau of Police Research and 

Development (BPR&D) as the Chief Guest on August 28 
in New Delhi. He delivered the Dr Anand Swarup Gupta 
Memorial Lecture on the theme ‘Implementation of 
New Criminal Laws: Transparency, Technology and 
Trust’ and highlighted that under the vision of SMART 
Policing envisioned by Prime Minister Shri Narendra 
Modi and the leadership of Union Home Minister and 
Minister of Cooperation Shri Amit Shah, the BPR&D 
has been consistently proactive in strengthening and 
modernising the country’s police forces.

In his address, Shri Mohan emphasised three key 
aspects of BPR&D’s expanding role, its emergence 
as a robust think tank addressing complex policing 
challenges, leadership in training and capacity building 
through institutions such as the Central Detective 
Training Institutes (CDTIs) and the Central Academy 
for Police Training (CAPT) and its active engagement 
with State Governments to bridge the gap between 
policy and practice, particularly in overseeing the 
implementation of the three New Criminal Laws.

Shri Mohan said that the initiatives and monitoring 
of the BPR&D are giving a new direction to police 
reforms. He emphasised that in the near future, the 
BPR&D will establish itself as a leading think tank and 
make police reforms more effective.

During the event, the Union Home Secretary 
released several significant publications by the 
BPR&D. These included National Police Research 
Repository-Volume III, Directory of Prison Officials in 
India-2025 and Compendium of Projects – Volumes 
VII, VIII and IX (15 projects completed under various 
Micro Missions from 2021-2025). He also felicitated 
officers who were awarded the President’s Police 
Medal for Distinguished Service and the Police Medal 
for Meritorious Service for 2024 and 2025. The 
release of these key publications and the honouring 
of medal recipients by the Union Home Secretary not 
only marked a celebration of professional excellence, 
but also sent a strong message that the nation places 
the highest priority on dedication, merit and a spirit 
of service in policing.

In his welcome address, Shri Alok Ranjan, 
Director General of the BPR&D, stated that since its 
establishment in 1970, the Bureau has evolved into 
a premier think tank focused on the modernisation, 
research, training and development of police forces 
across India. He noted that over the past five-and-
a-half decades, the BPR&D has played a pivotal role 
in steering the transformation of India’s traditional, 
colonial-era policing system into a more scientific, 
people-centric and technologically advanced model. 
He said that in line with the Union Government’s 
commitment to enhancing police training and 
raising professional standards, the BPR&D has been 
instrumental in modernising the training curriculum 
for newly recruited Deputy Superintendents of 

U

Union Home Secretary Shri Govind Mohan’s address on the occasion of the 55th Foundation 
Day of the Bureau of Police Research and Development (BPR&D) marked a significant 
milestone in the evolving landscape of India’s Criminal Justice System. 

Research, Technology and Public
Trust Essential for Better Policing
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Union Home Secretary Shri Govind Mohan, Director of the Intelligence Bureau Shri Tapan Kumar Deka, Director General of BPR&D  
Shri Alok Ranjan along with BPR&D officers and staff on the occasion of 55th Foundation Day of the BPR&D.

Police, Sub-Inspectors and Constables. Additionally, 
the organisation continues to be actively involved in 
capacity building for a wide range of stakeholders, 
including police personnel, prison staff, prosecutors, 
judicial officers, forensic experts and Central Police 
Organisations to ensure consistency and high-quality 
in training related to the implementation of the New 
Criminal Laws.

The Additional Director General of the BPR&D, 
Shri Ravi Joseph Lokku presented the Bureau’s 
achievements, progress report and future action 
plans during the event. He highlighted that BPR&D, 
through extensive consultations with various 
stakeholders, has identified 155 critical issues and has 
already initiated work on 25 major areas during the 
year 2024-25. This effort reflects the Bureau’s shift 
from being solely a research institution to one that is 
actively adopting a solution-oriented approach.

A key example of this is the nationwide capacity-
building initiative on the three New Criminal Laws, 
which demonstrates BPR&D’s vision. This initiative 
is designed not only to equip police forces with a 
comprehensive understanding of the new legal 
framework, but also to enhance citizens’ trust and 
promote greater transparency in the justice delivery 
system.

BPR&D has trained 63,355 officers through 496 
courses on the New Criminal Laws (NCL) and developed 
24 e-courses on the iGOT Karmayogi platform for 
accessible learning. BPR&D prepared detailed SOPs 
on Zero FIR, e-FIR, crime scene recording, preliminary 
inquiries, effective use of e-Sakshya application and 
on establishment of a Directorate of Prosecution, 
further strengthening the criminal justice framework. 
Public outreach efforts include a 40-minute 3D 
film, six 60-second videos, 11 explainer videos, 32 
infographics and two radio jingles. 

BPR&D is driving transformative changes with 
significant progress in the ‘One Nation One Police 
Uniform’ project and a series of ongoing initiatives. 
As per the Union Home Minister Shri Amit Shah’s 
vision during the Chintan Shivir, BPR&D has 

finalised specifications for 19 uniform items and 
accoutrements to provide a unified identity for 
police personnel nationwide, enhancing public 
recognition. 

BPR&D is also revising SOPs for Coastal Police 
Stations and setting standards for Model Jails 
and norms for standardisation of Prison Training 
Institutes. To support indigenous manufacturing, 
BPR&D prepared a report on 27 police band 
accessories. An audit of technology in jails, focusing 
on biometrics, video conferencing and CCTVs to 
develop a robust mechanism of checks and control 
has been conducted. BPR&D also organises national 
level hackathons to identify innovative ideas and 
solutions for addressing the emerging technological 
challenges. BPR&D is organising a CCTV Surveillance 
Hackathon 2.0 to address challenges in four key 
areas namely AI-enabled monitoring, cybersecurity 
of surveillance networks, cost-effective models and 
indigenous hardware solutions. BPR&D is a think 
tank of Indian Police promoting good practices and 
standards in policing by investing in research and 
development.

The Director of the Intelligence Bureau,  
Shri Tapan Kumar Deka, along with the heads of Central 
Police Organisations, Central Armed Police Forces and 
senior officials from the Ministry of Home Affairs and 
other departments, were also present at the event.n

In line with the SMART Policing vision 
of Prime Minister Shri Narendra 
Modi and under the guidance of the 
Union Home Minister and Minister of 
Cooperation Shri Amit Shah, BPR&D 
remains committed to strengthening 
India’s Police Forces.

Shri Govind Mohan
Union Home Secretary Foundation D
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New Criminal Laws Bring About Welcome 
Change; Deliver Justice to Victims

Grounded in the principles of “citizen first, justice first, dignity first,” the  
New Criminal Laws embrace a justice-centric approach — a shift from the punishment-
centric model of the older laws. Special emphasis has been placed on safeguarding 
vulnerable groups, reinforcing their safety and dignity within the legal framework.

Bureau

Man Gets 20 Years Jail for  
Sexual Assault on Minor

Sessions Court at 
Jalna in Maharashtra 
convicted an 

accused for repeated sexual 
assault of a minor under 
Section 64(2)(m) of the 
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita 
and Section 6 of the POCSO Act, sentencing him to 
20 years of rigorous imprisonment and a fine of ₹2.2 
lakh on August 12, 2025.

The punishment under Section 6 of the POCSO 
Act mandates rigorous imprisonment of no less than 
20 years, which can extend to life imprisonment and 
includes a monetary fine payable to the victim. The 
court ordered that if the fine is not paid, the convict 
must undergo an additional two years of simple 
imprisonment.

The incident occurred on September 28, 2024, 
when the minor victim was lured away by the accused, 
who had maintained contact with her for over four 
years. Although the victim voluntarily went with the 
accused, the court specified her consent was invalid 
due to her age. The victim’s mother reported her 
missing after she failed to return, later discovering 
her daughter was with the accused.

An FIR was registered at Ashti Police Station based 
on the complaint filed on September 30, 2024. 
Police recorded statements from the complainant 
and other witnesses and collected critical medical 
and documentary evidence, including the victim’s 
testimony and forensic reports. The investigation 
led to filing of a chargesheet on January 27, 2025, 
resulting in the swift conviction.

This case demonstrates the judiciary’s robust  
action under the new laws, ensuring effective 
prosecution and protection of minors under the 
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita and the POCSO Act.
Accused Sentenced to 20 Years in  
Jail for Sexual Assault on Minor 

In a landmark judgment, a Court 
in Sakti, Chhattisgarh, on June 
20, 2025, sentenced an accused 
to rigorous imprisonment for 
20 years for the sexual assault 
on a minor girl. The accused 
was convicted under multiple 
provisions of the Bharatiya Nyaya 
Sanhita and the POCSO Act. The 
verdict underscores the judiciary’s firm 
stance on sexual crimes against women and children.

The incident occurred on August 27, 2024, when 
the accused deceived the minor with the false pretext 
of marriage and repeatedly sexually assaulted her. 
The victim reported the crime on November 9, 2024, 
at Nagarda Police Station.

Following swift police action, the accused was arrested 
and confessed to the crime during interrogation. Critical 
forensic evidence was collected and sent for DNA 
profiling to the Forensic Science Laboratory in Bilaspur. 
The chargesheet was filed on November 24 and charges 
were framed on December 12. 

This case highlights how the New Criminal Laws, 
combined with efficient policing and forensic 
investigation, are strengthening India’s response to 
sexual offences against minors, ensuring swift and 
stringent justice.

Molestation Case Concluded  
Within 10 Months

In a significant step towards swift and effective 

A
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justice, a Court in Korea district of Chhattisgarh 
convicted a 26-year-old man for molesting a 
minor girl within 10 months of the incident. The 
accused was sentenced to three years of rigorous 
imprisonment and fined ₹1,000 under Sections 74 
and 75 of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita on May 13, 
2025.

The incident occurred on July 19, 2024, when 
the accused molested the minor. The case was 
swiftly registered at Sonhat police station, invoking 
Sections 74 and 75 of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita 
and Section 8 of the Pocso Act.

Acting promptly, the police recorded statements 
and conducted a detailed investigation. The accused 
was arrested on July 21, 2024, just two days after the 
incident. The chargesheet was filed within 59 days, 
reflecting the efficiency of the law enforcement 
authorities. The chargesheet indicated that the 
accused lured the child into the forest under false 
pretences before committing the act. The swift 
action by the police, combined with strong evidence, 
led to the swift conviction.

The charges were framed on October 5, 2024, 
and the court delivered its final judgment on May 
13, 2025, convicting the accused.

The judgment sends a strong message regarding 
crimes against children. It not only showcases the 
importance of timely trials in cases involving minors, 
but also sets a precedent for future cases under the 
framework of the New Criminal Laws.

Court Convicts Accused of Violence 
A Judicial Magistrate’s Court 

in Gangtok, Sikkim, convicted 
an accused for assaulting two 
individuals with a machete, 
sentencing him to simple 
imprisonment for the period 
already undergone in custody 
on August 28, 2025.  The case 
reflects the efficiency of the 
Sikkim Police and the judiciary in delivering timely 
justice.

The incident occurred on January 21, 2025, when 
the accused assaulted the two victims with a machete 
(locally known as ‘bamfok’) in a sudden act of 
violence. Both victims sustained injuries, prompting 
immediate registration of an FIR on the same day 
at Sadar Police Station in Gangtok. The police acted 
swiftly, arresting the accused and recovering the 
machete from his possession. On-site verification and 
witness statements helped establish a solid case. The 
judgement, delivered on August 28, 2025, came after 
a thorough trial following the filing of the chargesheet 
on April 16, 2025.

The Court found the accused guilty based on strong 
evidence, including the recovery of the weapon used 
in the attack. Taking into account the time he had 
already spent in custody, the Court sentenced him 
to simple imprisonment for that duration, effectively 
concluding the legal proceedings.n

Man Gets 20-Year Jail for Sexual Assault on His Minor Daughter

In a deeply disturbing case from 
Vijayapura district of Karnataka, a 
man has been sentenced to 20 years 
of rigorous imprisonment along with a 
fine of ₹20,000 for the sexual assault of 
his minor daughter.

The offence took place on August 2, 
2024, within the confines of the victim’s 
residence. Promptly responding to the 
incident, the Women’s Police Station, Vijayapura, 
registered an FIR on the same day under Sections 74 
and 64(2)(f) of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita as well 
as Sections 7 and 8 of the POCSO Act.

Following the complaint, the police conducted 
a thorough investigation, including recording 
statements from key witnesses. The victim was 
immediately subjected to a medical examination, 
while the accused was arrested and also medically 

examined on the day of the offence. 
Both the accused’s confession 
and the victim’s statement 
were recorded before a Judicial 
Magistrate under Section 183(5) 
of the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha 
Sanhita on August 6, 2024. Crucial 
forensic evidence, including the 
victim’s clothes, was sent to the 

Forensic Science Laboratory on August 13, for 
detailed analysis.

After completing the investigation and procedural 
formalities, police submitted the chargesheet to the 
Court on September 20, 2024. The trial began with 
the framing of charges on October 19, 2024. Following 
due judicial proceedings, the Court delivered its 
judgment on April 3, 2025, bringing closure to a tragic 
case that shocked the society.
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ndia’s doctrine for border 
management added a significant 
strategic dimension in the form 

of the Vibrant Villages Programme. 
The programme is much more than 
a regular development scheme by 
treating border villages as security 
assets rather than vulnerability. 
The policy is an outcome of 
steadfast commitment and focus 
of the Government of India 
headed by hon’ble Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi on both 
national security and wholesome 
development of citizens. VVP is 
a unique blend of security and 
inclusive growth with participation 
by both border guarding forces 
and citizens in equal measure. 
The initiative is steered and 
implemented by the Ministry of 
Home Affairs led by Shri Amit Shah.

The programme aims to 
develop villages as socio economic 
hubs in border areas to stamp 
national authority using targeted 
interventions. The idea is to 
transform border villages to actively 
contribute towards national security 
by ensuring demographic stability, 
effective civil-military synergy, and community 
intelligence based robust security system.

Security Facets

Active strategic assets: The scheme converts border 
settlements to act as active security buffers instead 
of infrequently visited depopulated areas through 
creating infrastructure and promoting livelihoods.

Response to China’s border village strategy: Dual-
use villages have been progressively built by China 
on our borders. VVP is an appropriate and effective 
response to ensure our demographic stability and clear 
markers or signposts of sovereignty by vibrant villages.

Human Intelligence Network: VVP is an effective 
way to formalise civil military intelligence. Residents 
of the vibrant villages are invaluable first observers of 
cross border movements for border guarding forces.

Civil Military Synergy

The border guarding Forces like ITBP organise 
healthcare camps, educational initiatives, skill training, 
and self-defence programmes and get associated 

with District level infrastructure and 
employment generation plans. This 
has an enabling effect on the civil-
military ecosystem where the local 
populace becomes a stakeholder 
in the national security framework. 
The development of communication 
and transport infrastructure benefits 
quality of life for local citizens 
while facilitating mobility and 
communication for border guarding 
forces.

Socio-Economic Impact

VVP encourages sustainable 
livelihoods both at individual as 
well as at the community level. 
This is achieved through Self Help 
Groups, Cooperative societies, Social 
entrepreneurship establishments; 
Women led cooperatives which help 
larger market access and sustainability. 
In the education sector meaningful and 
significant achievements are visible. 
229 schools in border districts now 
have facilities of smart class rooms and 
tablets resulting in better performance 
and increased enrolment.

Emphasis to organise and 
rejuvenate local festivals, fairs, 

cultural activities, and national celebrations is helping 
in preserving heritage, reinforcing community pride 
while promoting tourism which in turn brings border 
population closer to national mainstream.

Challenges
While the thought and design of the scheme is 

simple, the implementation in difficult mountainous 
terrain has lots of challenges. It involves special 
design and material  requirements, higher costs with 
escalations, logistical delays with initial transport 
difficulties and coordination among various ministries 
and organisations. To mitigate these challenges, a lot 
of innovation and flexibility are being adopted.

The Vibrant Villages Programme is proving to be one 
of India’s most comprehensive and unique initiatives 
to combine development with security to achieve 
an effective and efficient border management based 
on community anchored security framework. India’s 
borders, hereto considered as defensive lines, will 
change into  thriving communities, essential to both 
territorial integrity and national development.n
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t�You can donate directly to individual braveheart's account (upto max of ₹15 lakh) or may donate 
to the Bharat Ke Veer corpus.
t�To ensure maximum coverage, a cap of ₹15 lakh is envisaged per braveheart and the donor 

would be alerted if the amount exceeds ₹15 lakh, so that they can choose to either decrease 
their contribution or divert part of the contribution to another braveheart's account, or to the 
Bharat Ke Veer corpus.
t�Bharat Ke Veer corpus would be managed by a committee made up of eminent persons and 

senior government officials, in equal number, who would decide to disburse the fund equitably 
to the braveheart families on a need basis.

GUIDELINES
https://bharatkeveer.gov.in Tribute to the bravehearts

Photo Feature

A large-scale joint mock drill was successfully 
conducted at ONGC Jorhat’s GGS Borholla on August 31.  
The mega exercise witnessed the active participation of 
over 160 personnel from multiple agencies, including the 
CISF, NDRF, ONGC, Assam Police, Fire Services, Medical 
Team, Home Guards and Civil Administration.

The Bureau of Police Research and Development 
(BPR&D) celebrated its 55th Foundation Day on 
August 28 in New Delhi. The Union Home Secretary,  
Shri Govind Mohan, graced the occasion as the Chief 
Guest. He was felicitated by the Bureau’s Director General, 
Shri Alok Ranjan.

When the water level of the Tawi River rose above the 
danger mark in Jammu, CRPF personnel conducted a swift 
rescue operation, safely evacuating approximately 15-20 
workers from a building under construction. These workers 
were stranded near the riverbank. In a related operation, 
another team rescued students trapped in the flood-affected 
campus of Sher-e-Kashmir University of Agricultural Sciences 
and Technology, Jammu.
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Shri Narendra Modi, Prime Minister

Operation Sindoor has drawn a new line in Bharat’s defence policy. 
Now, no one will be able to send terrorists into Bharat and carry out 

attacks and get away with it. Even if terrorists try to hide underground, 
Bharat’s missiles will bury them there.


