








Shri Shah stated that hundreds of youth have
been successfully integrated into the mainstream
and a significant number of arms have been
surrendered. Over the past three years, X287 crore
has been allocated for the rehabilitation of 4,881
former members of the National Democratic Front
of Bodoland (NDFB) in Assam, with 90% of the funds
provided by the Modi Government.

Shri Shah also highlighted the Union Government’s
comprehensive efforts to promote employment
and skill development. In collaboration with non-
governmental organisations (NGOs), substantial
progress has been made in various sectors, including
the State Institute of Panchayat & Rural Development
(SIP&RD), Krishi Vigyan Kendra (KVK), Khadi and
Village Industries Commission (KVIC), animal
husbandry, fisheries and horticulture, with the aim of
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Major projects of the Union
Government in Assam

* Bharatmala Pariyojana: Construction of over
200 kilometres road at a cost of 210,000 crore.

* Dhubri-Phulbari Bridge: Important bridge
construction at a cost of 3,000 crore.

* Silchar-Churaibari Corridor: Four-lane road
expansion at a cost of 23,400 crore.

* Majulilsland Embankment: New embankment
and road construction at a cost of 1,000 crore.

* 6-lane bridge over Brahmaputra: Construction
in progress.

* Majuli-Jorhat Link Road: Work on National
Highway 715 at a cost of 2382 crore.

* Lokpriya Gopinath  Bordoloi  Airport
Expansion: Expanded airport at a cost of
¥1,200 crore.

* Investment in the Railway sector: New
projects at a cost of 39,000 crore.

* AlIMS and Medical Colleges: Construction of
All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AlIMS)
at a cost of 21,000 crore and establishment
of medical colleges in Tamulpur, Kokrajhar,
Nalbari, Dhubri. Source PIB

making the local population self-reliant.

Under the Union Government’s ‘One District, One
Product’ (ODOP) programme, mushrooms from the
Bodoland region are now being served in Delhi hotels
under the brand name ‘Mushroom From Bodoland.’

No Mercy for Drug Mafias

Union Home Minister Shri Amit Shah has said that there
will be no mercy for drug mafias. Congratulating the Narcotics
Control Bureau (NCB) for seizing a huge consignment of
methamphetamine pills on March 16, he shared a post on X. "No
mercy for drug cartels. Giving impetus to Modi Government's
campaign for a drug-free India, four members of an international
drug cartel were arrested in Imphal and Guwahati zones and a
huge consignment of methamphetamine pills worth 88 crore
was seized. This success shows the effectiveness of our ‘bottom
to top’ and 'top to bottom’ investigation approach. Our action
against drug peddlers will continue. Hearty congratulations to
the NCB team.” The Union Government is constantly striving to root out drug trafficking and drug addiction. The
NCB and other security agencies are carrying out stringent operations against drug mafias across the country.
This latest action reflects the Centre’s zero-tolerance policy on drugs.
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This highlights the growing national recognition of the
local products from the Bodo region, strengthening
the region’s economy. Additionally, more than a
dozen products from this area have been granted
Geographical Indication (Gl) tags, further boosting
industrial activities and creating new opportunities
for local entrepreneurs.

Assam Marching Towards Rapid Progress

The Union Home Minister stated that Assam is
progressing rapidly under the leadership of Prime
Minister Shri Modi. Over the past decade, the
Modi Government has signed several historic peace
agreements, including the Assam-Bodoland Accord
(2020), Karbi Anglong Accord (2021), Tribal Peace
Accord (2022) and the ULFA, Assam-Meghalaya
and Assam-Arunachal Accords (2023). As a result
of these agreements, more than 10,000 youth have
surrendered arms and joined the mainstream.
Highlighting Assam’s transformation, he noted that a
stateonceknownforagitation,insurgencyandviolence
is now witnessing the establishment of India’s most
modern semiconductor industry at an investment of
X27,000 crore.

At the recent Assam Advantage 2.0 Investment
and Infrastructure Summit 2025, memorandums

of understanding (MoUs) worth %5.18 lakh crore
were signed, with Union Home Minister Shri Shah
expressing confidence that most of these projects
will be implemented soon. He highlighted that under
the leadership of Prime Minister Shri Modi, the Union
Government is spearheading infrastructure projects
worth X3 lakh crore for Assam’s development. The
combined %8 lakh crore investment will not only
drive large-scale economic growth but also create
new employment opportunities for the youth. Assam
has now moved beyond the era of insurgency and
instability and this wave of investment will further
strengthen the state’s growing economy.

Multi-Pronged Strategy for Security

Shri Shah stated that the Union Government has
implemented a multi-pronged security strategy,
leading to significant progress over the last 10 years
through state-specific policies. He emphasised that
the coordinated efforts of the Police, Army, Assam
Rifles, and Central Armed Police Forces (CAPFs) have
helped establish a robust security system in the
Northeast. Additionally, he highlighted the critical
role of the Northeast in Prime Minister Shri Modi’s
‘Nasha Mukt Bharat’ (Drug-free India) campaign, as
the region lies on a major drug trafficking route.m

Transformative Changes Underway in Northeast Policing

t 72" PLENARY OF THE NORTH EASTERN COUNCIL

Pragra Ehaiban, Agartals, Trigrura, 317 December, 2034

Union Home Minister Shri Amit Shah stated that the time has come to reform the police system in the
Northeast. With peace now prevailing across the region, the administration should prioritise the rights of citizens.
To achieve this, modifications in the working approach, training and priorities of the police in every Northeastern
state are essential. He emphasised that success in this direction would enable the people of the Northeast
to fully access the constitutional rights enjoyed by other citizens across the country. According to the Union
Home Minister, the role of the police in the Northeast will extend beyond insurgency and internal security to
actively safeguarding citizens' rights and interests. As part of this policy, the police forces in the region are being
transformed into a more public-friendly institution. The focus will now be on ensuring that people can easily
access their constitutional rights and receive justice. This shift is expected to strengthen law and order in the
Northeastern states while enhancing public trust in administrative institutions.
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also attended by Assam Chief Minister Dr Himanta Biswa Sarma, Union Minister Shri Sarbananda Sonowal and other dignitaries.
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Modi Govt Showcases the Valour of Great
Warrior Lachit Barphukan Across the Nation

Bureau

Cooperation, Shri Amit Shah, inaugurated the

Lachit Barphukan Police Academy in Dergaon,
Assam. The event was attended by Assam Chief
Minister Dr Himanta Biswa Sarma, Union Minister Shri
Sarbananda Sonowal and several other dignitaries.
The academy will play a vital role in bolstering law
and order not just in Assam, but across the entire
Northeast.

The Northeast has long grappled with challenges
related to insurgency and law and order. However,
with the Union Government’s effective strategies and
the cooperation of state Governments, the region is
steadily progressing toward stability. In this context,
the inauguration of the Lachit Barphukan Police
Academy marks a significant step in equipping the
police with advanced training and resources. Shri
Shah announced that the first phase of the academy
has been completed at a cost of X167 crore, with a

T he Union Home Minister and Minister of

Earlier, Assam Police used to go to other
states for training, but in the last eight

years, there has been such a change in the
governance of the state that now 2,000 police
personnel from Goa and Manipur have taken
training in this police academy.

Shri Amit Shah

Union Home Minister and Minister of Cooperation

total investment of 1,050 crore planned for the
next three phases. Equipped with state-of-the-art
facilities, the academy is set to become one of the
premier police training institutions in the country.
The academy has been named in honour of
Assam’s legendary warrior Lachit Barphukan, who
courageously fought against the Mughals. It aims to
instil courage, loyalty and patriotism among police
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The inauguration of the Lachit
Barphukan Police Academy
demonstrates the dedication of both
the Central and State Governments to
enhancing policing and civil security
in the Northeast. The academy

will equip the police to tackle
contemporary challenges, reinforcing
law and order across the entire
Northeast region, including Assam.

personnel. Union Home Minister Shri Shah paid
tributes to Lachit Barphukan, emphasising that the
academy will uphold his ideals in shaping a strong
and capable police force.

During the inauguration of the academy on March
15, the Union Home Minister stated that within the
next five years, the Lachit Barphukan Police Academy
will emerge as the leading police training institution
in the country. He also highlighted that while Lachit
Barphukan’s legacy was once confined to Assam, his
biography has now been translated into 23 languages
and made available in libraries nationwide to inspire
future generations.

Terming the establishment of the Lachit Barphukan
Police Academy a historic milestone, Shri Shah
remarked that the initiative taken today will grow
into a formidable institution, shaping the future of
policing across the country. He further stated that this
academy will serve as a revered centre of learning,
much like Varanasi, not just for Assam but for the
entire Northeast’s police system, marking a new era
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of peace and law enforcement.

Equipped with modern facilities, the academy
will provide specialised training in key areas such as
digital forensics, cybercrime management, disaster
response and internal security. This advanced
training framework will enhance crime control and
law enforcement capabilities, not only in Assam but
across the entire Northeast region.

Assam Chief Minister Shri Biswa Sarma hailed
the establishment of the Lachit Barphukan Police
Academy as a historic step for the state’s security
infrastructure. He emphasised that the academy
would serve as a significant milestone in achieving
the vision of a ‘self-reliant India in Amrit Kaal.” Union
Minister Shri Sonowal also lauded the initiative,
describing it as a major achievement for the states of
the Northeast.

Shri Shah highlighted the Union Government’s
historic initiatives toward peace and development
in Assam. He stated that the Modi Government
has worked towards restoring peace in the state.
Under the leadership of Chief Minister Shri Biswa
Sarma, Assam has witnessed a massive boost in
infrastructure, with investments worth X5 lakh crore,
laying the foundation for a prosperous future for the
state’s youth.

Emphasising the improvements in law and order,
the Union Home Minister noted that the ‘double-
engine Government’ has significantly increased
Assam’s crime conviction rate from 5% to 25%. He
pointed out that while the police force was previously
focused solely on combating terrorism, it is now
actively engaged in safeguarding the rights of citizens
and ensuring the effective implementation of the
three New Criminal Laws. He expressed confidence
that the effective implementation of the three new
laws will further strengthen crime control in Assam.s
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NCL Review in Northeast: Implementation
and Protection of Citizens’ Rights in Focus

REVIEW MEETRIG ¥
HEVIER B

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE NEW CRIMINAL LAWS

Shri Amit Shah

e '_1"'
R

| The Union Home Minister and Minister of Cooperation, Shri Amit Shah, releases the book ‘New Criminal Laws:
i Standard Operating Procedures and Rules’ prepared by the Criminal Investigation Department (CID) of Assam.

Bureau

to assess the progress of implementation
of the three New Criminal Laws in the
Northeastern states. The discussion focused on
ensuring the effective implementation of these laws,
with directives issued to the police forces to prioritise
the protection of citizens’ rights. Additionally, a
book titled ‘New Criminal Laws: Standard Operating
Procedures and Rules’, published by the Criminal
Investigation Department (CID) of Assam was
released. This book aims to assist in interpreting the
new laws and ensuring their proper compliance.
Chairing the review meeting held in Guwahati on
March 16, the Union Home Minister and Minister
of Cooperation, Shri Amit Shah, stated the Union
Government’s commitment to ensuring a speedy
and transparent justice system for the people of the
Northeast under the leadership of Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi. He underscored the importance
of promptly reporting crime incidents to strengthen

A key meeting was held in Guwahati, Assam,

After the full implementation of the New
Criminal Laws, there will be a radical change
in the law and order situation in this region
and justice will be available up to the Supreme
Court within three years of filing an FIR.

Shri Amit Shah

Union Home Minister and Minister of Cooperation

law and order.

Shri Shah also stressed the need for the effective
implementation of the New Criminal Laws across the
Northeast, urging all states of the region to intensify
their efforts in this regard. He firmly stated that there
should be no political interference in cases related to
terrorism, mob lynching and organised crime.

The Union Home Minister emphasised that all
Northeastern states must ensure 100% training of
their police forces for the effective implementation
of the new laws. He also urged the Chief Ministers
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The effective implementation of the New Criminal Laws has the potential to
enhance transparency, efficiency and effectiveness in India’s judicial system.
However, their true impact will be realised only if state Governments enforce
these laws with full commitment and encourage the police to act in public
interest. The Assam Government’s swift resolution of cases serves as a
commendable example that other states should emulate.

to conduct monthly review meetings on the progress
of these laws. Additionally, he directed the Director
Generals of Police and Chief Secretaries of the
Northeast states to hold review meetings every 15
days and take necessary measures to address any
obstacles in their implementation.

The Union Home Minister's clear directive to
bring administration to the grassroots level and
transform police stations into centres of justice is a
significant step toward making the country's judicial
system more efficient and people-centric. Shri Shah
underscored the urgent need for the implementation
of eSakshya, which will enhance transparency and
expedite judicial proceedings. He also acknowledged
that without a sufficient number of scientific officers,
filing a fully satisfactory chargesheet from a forensic
science laboratory perspective would be challenging.
To address this, he emphasised that the state
Governments must take concrete steps not only to
strengthen FSLs but also to promote scientific research.

The Union Home Minister commended the
Assam Government for achieving a 66% rate of filing
chargesheets within the stipulated timeframe of

60-90 days, setting a benchmark for other states. He
urged all states to adopt this model, emphasising that
such measures would accelerate the judicial process
and help reduce the backlog of pending cases. Shri
Shah further highlighted that the three New Criminal
Laws were enacted after nearly three-and-a-half
years of extensive deliberations, reflecting the Union
Government’s serious and visionary approach for
reforms in the laws.

The meeting emphasised the need for continuous
monitoring to ensure the effective implementation
of the new laws, thereby making the justice system
more transparent and efficient. It was attended
by the Chief Ministers of Northeastern states, the
Governor of Manipur and senior officials.

The Union Home Secretary, Chief Secretaries
and Director Generals of Police of the Northeastern
states, the Director General of the Bureau of Police
Research and Development (BPR&D), the Director
of the National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) and
several senior officials from the Union Home Ministry
and state Governments were also present at the
meeting.m

Union Home Minister Shri Amit Shah reviews the implementation
of the three New Criminal Laws in the Northeastern states.
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Fulfills Mizoram’s
Three-Decade-Old Demand

In the presence of Union Home
Minister Shri Amit Shah, land
belonging to a Battalion of the
Assam Rifles was officially handed
over to the Mizoram Government
on March 15.

Bureau

fter nearly 30-35 years of pending demands,
Mizoram’s long-awaited request was finally

fulfilled when the Union Home Minister and
Minister of Cooperation, Shri Amit Shah, officiated
the handover of land belonging to a Battalion of the
Assam Rifles to the Mizoram Government in Aizawl.
The formal exchange of maps marked a significant
occasion, which was attended by key dignitaries,
including Mizoram Chief Minister Shri Lalduhoma,
Union Home Secretary Shri Govind Mohan, Director
of the Intelligence Bureau (IB) Shri Tapan Kumar Deka
and Director General of the Assam Rifles Lt. Gen Vikas
Lakhera.

Shri Shah remarked that this is not just an
administrative decision, but an example of the Union
Government’s responsibility towards the people
of Mizoram. He also emphasised that this decision
reflects the Union Government’s commitment to the
development of Mizoram. Since the establishment of
the first army camp in Aizawl in 1890, this is the most
significant decision and it will bring substantial land
availability in key areas of Mizoram, paving the way
for the state’s development, he added.

In his address, the Union Home Minister
acknowledged that the Assam Rifles has served the
people of Mizoram under the principle of “security
through brotherhood.” This step will not only
strengthen the relationship between Assam Rifles
and the people of Mizoram, but also play a crucial
role in strengthening national security, he added.

Shri Shah also mentioned that the Union
Government has been consistently working for the

The Union Home Minister and Minister of Cooperation, Shri
Amit Shah, at the land transfer ceremony between Assam
Rifles and the Government of Mizoram in Aizawl.

empowerment and unity of the Northeast over the
last 10 years. Numerous large projects have been
initiated to bring about unprecedented development
and peace in the Northeast region. These include
the launch of two packages worth 2,500 crore on
National Highway 502-A, the widening of National
Highway-6 in Aizawl and Kolasib districts at a cost of
X1,742 crore and the conversion of Aizawl-Tuipang
National Highway-54 into a double-lane road with an
investment of 1,600 crore.

Additionally, X100 crore is being invested to
develop bamboo link roads. Furthermore, a 5,000
crore Bairabi-Sairang Railway Project has been
completed and a X600 crore 164-bed Super Speciality
Research Centre is under construction. The 1,300
crore Tuirial Hydro Electric Project is also a part of
the ongoing development. In addition, 214 mobile
towers have been installed to boost connectivity in
remote areas.

ShriShah emphasised thatthe Union Governmentis
working towards taking the Northeast to new heights
across various sectors, including tourism, technology,
sports, space, agriculture and entrepreneurship.s
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Maa Tujhe Salaam Shri Amit Shah
Lauds Mizo Girl’s Patriotic Singing

Miss Esther Lalduhawmi Hnamte

has captured the hearts of not just
Mizoram, but the entire nation.

Her soulful songs and patriotic spirit
beautifully reflect that the essence of
‘Ek Bharat, Shreshtha Bharat’ lives in
the heart of every child across India.

Bureau

Mizoram, Miss Esther Lalduhawmi Hnamte,

has once again touched hearts across the

nation with her sweet and mellifluous voice. During
his visit to Aizawl on March 15, the Union Home
Minister and Minister of Cooperation, Shri Amit Shah,
was touched by her talent. He presented her with a
guitar and wished her a bright and successful future.
During a cultural programme, Miss Esther
captivated everyone with her heartfelt rendition of
‘Vande Mataram’. Shri Shah remarked that the way
the young girl expressed her love for India

T he seven-year-old singing sensation from

Miss Esther in Aizawl after being touched by her magical voice.

soulful rendition of Maa Tujhe Salaam. At such a
tender age, she has made a name for herself not just
in Mizoram, but across the entire nation.

Miss Esther is spreading a powerful message of
love for the nation, unity and cultural pride. The
warmth and emotional depth with which she sang the
national song serve as an inspiration for generations
to come. Her incredible talent reflects how the spirit
of art, culture and patriotism is thriving even in the
remotest corners of the country.

Shri  Shah also spoke about the positive
transformation taking place in the Northeast. He
said that over the past 10 years, significant strides
have been made in promoting tourism,

through her singing was truly remarkable and
inspiring. Sharing the moment on the social
media platform X on March 15, the Union
Home Minister said that Miss Esther’s voice

experience. This is the same young girl who

was filled with such profound patriotism Scan the serving as powerful messengers of patriotism.
that listening to her was truly a mesmerising IQR code LO Her journey is a testament to the fact that
isten to the

technology, agriculture and entrepreneurship
in the region. He added that young artistes
such as Miss Esther are not only advancing
the world of art and creativity, but are also

talent knows no age, it simply needs the right

went viral on social media in 2020 with her
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opportunity to shine.=



Everyone will Benefit
from
Says Prime Minister

Bureau

of Dadra and Nagar Haveli and Daman and

Diu’s development, Prime Minister Shri

Narendra Modi on March 7 inaugurated and
laid the foundation stone for various projects worth
over 2,580 crore in Silvassa. He also inaugurated
the NAMO Hospital, a state-of-the-art healthcare
facility, marking a milestone in the region’s medical
infrastructure.

The Prime Minister expressed his gratitude to
the dedicated workers and residents of the Union
Territory for their support and enthusiasm. Shri
Modi outlined his vision for the Union Territory,
emphasising its transformation into a hub for hi-
tech infrastructure, modern healthcare, world-class
educational institutions, tourism, blue economy,
industrial growth and enhanced opportunities
for youth and women. Highlighting the impact of
various welfare schemes, the Prime Minister noted
that programmes such as One Nation One Ration
Card, Jal Jeevan Mission, BharatNet, PM Jan Dhan
Yojana, PM Jeevan Jyoti Bima, and PM Suraksha Bima
have significantly benefited the underprivileged
and tribal communities. He emphasised the Union
Government’s commitment to achieving 100%
saturation in flagship initiatives such as Smart Cities
Mission, Samagra Shiksha and PM Mudra Yojana to
ensure comprehensive development.

The Prime Minister lauded the region’s progress
in education, noting that it has emerged as an
educational hub with six premier national-level
institutions, including the NAMO Medical Education
& Research Institute, Gujarat National Law University,
IIT Diu, National Institute of Fashion Technology,
Institute of Hotel Management and Catering
Technology and Government Engineering College in
Daman. “We have ensured that seats are reserved for

I n a massive boost to the Union Territory

l" -
I Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi at the inauguration and laying

of foundation stones of several Infrastructure projects in Silvassa. ¥
o e W

Dadra and Nagar Haveli and Daman and Diu
is not just a Union Territory but a source

of pride and heritage. This is why we are
transforming the region into a model known
for its holistic development.

Shri Narendra Modi, prime Minister

local youth in these institutions”, Shri Modi said.

The Prime Minister highlighted the transformation
in governance, making services more accessible and
efficient. He pointed out that earlier, residents had
to visit Government offices multiple times for basic
services, but now, with digital advancements, many
procedures can be completed with a single click.
Special grievance redressal camps are also being
organised in villages to directly address citizens’
concerns, he said.

“The region is also benefiting from the UDAN
scheme, and the local airport is being upgraded to
enhance connectivity. The Union Government is
committed to ensuring comprehensive development
and improving infrastructure in the region”, Prime
Minister Shri Modi added.=
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Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi addresses the

Winter Tourism Programme at Harsil, Uttarakhand. —

Promoting Winter
Tourism Essential for
All-Round Development
of Hill States

Bureau

he Vibrant Villages programme, aimed
T at revitalising border villages, is playing a
crucial role in strengthening tourism and
development across Uttarakhand. Recognising the
significance of these remote areas, Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi on March 6 flagged off a bike
rally in Harsil, symbolising the Centre’s commitment
to promoting tourism and economic growth.

As part of the Vibrant Villages programme, 10
villages from Uttarakhand have been selected for
comprehensive development, ensuring improved
infrastructure, employment opportunities and
sustainable growth. The Union Government has
also extended benefits under the PM Mudra
Yojana to promote homestays, encouraging local
entrepreneurship and increasing tourist inflow to
these picturesque villages.

Uttarakhand, the land of divine sanctity and
breathtaking landscapes, has long been a preferred
destination for spiritual seekers and nature lovers.
However, tourism has traditionally been seasonal,
peaking between March and June. Recognising the
need to transform it into a year-round industry, the
Prime Minister participated in a Winter Tourism
programme, underscoring its economic potential.

Vigilant India March 1-15, 2025

Uttarakhand is famous for its
natural beauty, religious places and
exciting tourist destinations. The
state's tourism is mainly limited

to a few selected seasons, due

to which its economic potential
cannot be fully developed.

The Prime Minister stressed that winter tourism
offers immense opportunities to break the cycle of
seasonal economic stagnation and ensure continuous
economic activity. With activities such as trekking
and skiing gaining popularity, Uttarakhand has the
potential to become a prime winter tourism hub.

Shri Modi lauded the Uttarakhand Government
for its efforts in promoting winter tourism and
emphasised the need to make religious tourism an
all-season phenomenon. He pointed out that rituals
and ceremonies in places such as Mukhwa village
are integral to Uttarakhand’s cultural heritage and
should be leveraged to attract visitors all through
the year.

Underlining  the importance of  robust
infrastructure, the Prime Minister highlighted
various initiatives undertaken by the Central and
state Governments to enhance connectivity in
Uttarakhand. The Char Dham all-weather Highway,
expressways and the expansion of railway, air and
helicopter services have significantly improved
access to remote destinations. Additionally, the
recently approved Kedarnath and Hemkund Ropeway
Projects will drastically reduce travel time and make
pilgrimage sites more accessible, he said.=




PM Highlights Landmark Legal

Reforms for

| On International Women's Day, Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi praises the contributions of
women in Navsari, Gujarat, reaffirming the Government's commitment to their empowerment.

Bureau

n the occasion of International Women’s

Day, Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi

reaffrmed the Union Government’s
commitment to women’s safety and empowerment
while launching various developmental projects at
Navsari in Gujarat. Addressing a large gathering of
women, the Prime Minister on March 8 underscored
the Centre’s continuous efforts to strengthen legal
frameworks to prevent crimes against women and
ensure swift justice for victims.

Over the past decade, the Union Government has
prioritised women’s safety by enacting stricter laws
and enhancing the judicial process. A key initiative in
this regard has been the establishment of fast-track
courts for expediting heinous crimes against women.
Highlighting this milestone, the Prime Minister noted
that approximately 800 such courts have been set up
across the country, resolving around three lakh cases
related to rape with the Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act.

Asignificant step towards legal reforms is the newly
implemented Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS). The
Prime Minister emphasised that the BNS includes a
dedicated chapter addressing crimes against women
and children. He talked about the notable provisions
under the new law which ensure that charges for
serious crimes such as rape are framed within 60
days from the date of the first hearing and verdicts
are delivered within 45 days. Under the provision
of Zero-FIR, any woman can file an FIR at any police
station. Furthermore, new provisions allow e-FIRs

Over the past decade, we have given top
priority to strengthening women’s security.
We have introduced stricter laws to prevent
crimes against women and ensure justice is
served swiftly.

Shri Narendra Modi, prime Minister

to be filed from anywhere, facilitating immediate
police action and mandate that medical reports in
sexual assault cases be forwarded within seven days,
significantly aiding the victims.

The effectiveness of the BNS is already visible in
several cases across the country. Citing examples, the
Prime Minister mentioned a recent gang-rape case
in Surat, Gujarat, where charges were framed within
15 days, leading to a life imprisonment sentence
within weeks. Similarly, in Aligarh, Uttar Pradesh, a
court sentenced a minor’s rapist to 20 years in prison
within 30 days of filing the chargesheet.

Shri Modi also launched two new schemes
for Gujarat—the G-SAFAL and G-MAITRI—both
aimed at fostering financial independence among
women. G-SAFAL provides financial assistance and
entrepreneurial training to women from self-help
groups while the G-MAITRI extends financial aid
and support to startups working to enhance rural
livelihoods. Additionally, he took part in the Lakhpati
Didi programme, interacting with women who have
achieved financial independence.=

March 1-15, 2025 Vigilant India



The Union Home Minister and Minister of Cooperation, Shri Amit Shah,

at the ‘Shashwat Mithila Mahotsav-2025’ in Gandhinagar, Gujarat.
L mEr

Celebrating Mithila: A Region Well Known
for Dialogue-based Solutions and Debates

The tradition of finding solutions through dialogues and consensus has long been a
cultural heritage in India, with Mithila regarded as the birthplace of this tradition.
This historic land of scholars has not only been a centre of logic and knowledge,
but is also where the culture of dialogue-based solutions originated. Shri Amit Shah
elaborated on this in his address at the Shashwat Mithila Mahotsav in Gandhinagar.

Bureau

he land of Mithila (a region encompassing
T present day Bihar), represents an invaluable
heritage of India, not only in terms of culture
and religion, but also in helping the exchange of
ideas and dialogue-based solutions. Addressing the
‘Shashwat Mithila Mahotsav-2025’ in Gandhinagar,
Gujarat on March 9, Union Home Minister and
Minister of Cooperation, Shri Amit Shah, stated that
Mithila is not merely a geographical region, but a
hub of profound cultural consciousness, from which
the traditions of dialogue, reasoning and problem-
solving originated.
By connecting this rich tradition to the social

Vigilant India March 1-15, 2025

challenges of today, we can once again transform
India into a communicative and solution-oriented
society, said Shri Shah. He highlighted that Gujarat
has always been welcoming, embracing people from
everywhere. He emphasised that the people of Bihar,
particularly those from Mithila, have made significant
contributions to the development of Gujarat and
assured that they will be safe, respected and always
welcomed in the state.

Many social organisations and educational
institutions are working to revive the traditions of
Mithila. Initiatives such as dialogue-based panchayats,
public dialogue programmes and encouraging a
culture of reasoning among students are all steps
towards restoring this cultural heritage.




Mithila has been a land of scholars,
intellectual discourse and ‘Mimansa’

since the times of the Mahabharata and
Ramayana. From the Ramayana and
Mahabharata to the Puranas, Vedas-
Vedanta, Mimansa and rich literary
traditions, the roots of their creation can be
traced back to Mithila.

Shri Amit Shah

Union Home Minister and Minister of Cooperation

The Union Home Minister stated that Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi often says that India
is the mother of democracy. He further noted that
democracy in India began with Videha and Mithila.
Shri Shah mentioned that Lord Buddha frequently
declared that as long as the people of Videha remain
united, no one can defeat them. Mithila established
a powerful force in the form of democracy, which has
been sending a message to the entire country and
the world for generations.

Shri Shah also highlighted the significant role of
women in Indian civilisation, describing Maa Sita as a
symbol of Mithila’s glorious tradition. He emphasised
that the culture of Mithila embodies a beautiful blend
of motherhood, dignity and affection, which we must
pass on to today’s generation. In his address, he
referred to Mithila as the birthplace of Maa Sita and
the ‘karmabhoomi’ of the philosopher-king Rajarshi
Janak, while also underscoring the region’s unique
intellectual contributions. He pointed out that this
is the same land where Sage Ashtavakra composed
the revered spiritual text Ashtavakra Geeta, which
continues to guide the fields of self-knowledge and
Advaita Vedanta.

This land was home to great philosophers such
as Yagyavalkya, Rishi Gautam and Mandan Mishra.
These sages elevated Indian philosophy through
dialogue, logic and debate. The culture of debate
they established can be considered the foundation of
today’s democratic discussions.

Mithila has also been a rich centre for literature
and poetry. Writers such as Jyotirishwar Thakur and
Mahakavi Vidyapati contributed to a vibrant cultural

e -
Shri Amit Shah being felicitated at the ‘Shashwat Mithila
Mahotsav-2025’ in accordance with Mithila’s rich traditions.
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tradition by connecting this region with folk language,
love and devotion. Vidyapati’s songs continue to be
the soul of Maithili culture, with the emotional depth
of his words transcending the boundaries of time.

Mithila is not only a land of knowledge and
literature, but also a symbol of female dignity and
ideals. Being the birthplace of Maa Sita, this region
celebrates Indian womanhood, sacrifice, tolerance
and pride. ShriShah highlighted that the contributions
of Mithila and its people are extensively mentioned
in various ancient texts, including the Shatpath
Brahman, Valmiki Ramayana, Mahabharata, as well
as Buddhist and Jain literature. He further noted that
the great poet Kalidas referred to Mithila in his work
Raghuvansham, Sriharsha in Naishadhyacharitam
and Jayadeva in Prasanna Raghav. These poets have
portrayed Mithila as the centre of education and the
worship of Saraswati, establishing it as a sacred land
of knowledge.

The Union Home Minister stated that Mithila
residents settled in various parts of Gujarat have
constructed a building in Gandhinagar, which will
prove to be highly beneficial and convenient for the
Maithili community. The event was graced by Gujarat
Chief Minister Shri Bhupendra Patel, Rajya Sabha
member Shri Sanjay Kumar Jha and several other
distinguished guests.=
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Setting
High Standards
in National
Security

Bureau

of Cooperation, Shri Amit Shah, while

highlighting the Central Industrial Security
Force’s (CISF) commitment to national security, said
that in the last 56 years, it has set a gold standard
by demonstrating exceptional efficiency across
sectors. With CISF personnel stationed at important
and strategic locations such as ports, airports and
metro stations, it ensures the safety of nearly one
crore people daily. Their invaluable contribution
goes beyond security, playing a crucial role in the
country’s industrial development by ensuring that
key establishments remain secure through vigilant
monitoring.

Shri Shah made these remarks after attending the
56th Raising Day parade of the CISF in Thakkolam,
Tamil Nadu, on March 7. The Union Minister of State
for Information and Broadcasting Dr L Murugan, CISF
Director General Shri Rajwinder Singh Bhatti and
other CISF personnel were also present at the event.

Shri Shah stated that CISF personnel ensure the
safe travel of over 70 lakh passengers daily in the
Delhi Metro. Additionally, they manage the security
of more than 250 ports. He also mentioned that in
the future, the role of the CISF in securing ports will
expand further to ensure the uninterrupted operation
of India’s trade and transport.

The Union Home Minister emphasised the
expanding responsibilities of the CISF, noting with
pride that it is entrusted with the security of the new
Parliament House in the National Capital.

The CISF has earned a prominent position in the
country’s security framework due to its discipline,
technical expertise and vigilance, the Union Home
Minister said, expressing confidence that it will
continue to prioritise national security with the same
dedication in the future.

T he Union Home Minister and Minister
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Union Home Minister Shri Amit Shah at the 56th Raising l‘
Day celebrations of the Central Industrial Security Force.
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Shri Shah emphasised that Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi has set a goal for India to become the
world’s third-largest economy by 2027 and a global
leader in each and every sector by 2047. He stated
that the role of the CISF will be vital if India has to
achieve these ambitious objectives. The Union Home
Minister said the Centre has equipped the CISF with
cutting-edge technologies, continuously integrating
latest security measures. He also mentioned the
introduction of ‘Digi Yatra’ at several airports, which
has significantly reduced the time period for security
checks.

The Union Home Minister informed that in 2019 it
was decided that the Raising Day of the CISF will be
celebrated not only in Delhi but also in different parts
of the country. In this sequence, this year’s Raising
Day programme was organised at the Regional
Training Centre in Tamil Nadu.=
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Shri Bandi Sanjay Kumar celebrates the victory in the
Legislative Council Elections.

In the past decade, PM Shri Narendra Modi has consistently worked on a
mission to empower the country’s underprivileged, significantly improving
their lives. His current mission is to make India a developed country by 2047.

Bureau

Affairs, Shri Nityanand Rai, participated in

the Regional Official Language Conference
for the Eastern and North Eastern Regions held in
Guwahati, Assam, on March 5. He emphasised the
promotion and encouragement of the use of Hindi as
the official language in Government work. The Chief
Guest of the event was Assam Chief Minister Shri
Himanta Biswa Sarma.

Shri Rai stated that under the leadership of Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi, the respect and usage
of Hindi and regional languages have consistently
increased. The Prime Minister has also mentioned
that we should integrate the best aspects of all
languages of India into Hindi and make it richer.

Sharing the details and photos of the event on the
social media platform X, Shri Rai said that under the
guidance of the Union Home Minister Shri Shah, the
use of Hindi and regional languages in Government
work has been significantly increased. He stated that
one’s mother tongue not only strengthens expression,
but also stimulates thought and inspires the direction
of new outcomes. He added that to enhance our
self-respect, we must strengthen both Hindi and our
respective mother tongues.

During the event, the special issue of the
‘Rajbhasha Bharati’ magazine from the Department

T he Union Minister of State for Home

of Official Language and the alpha version of the

multilingual translation software (Kanthastha 3.0)

were also released. Additionally, awards were

presented to various offices, banks and enterprises
for their outstanding work in promoting Hindi as the
official language in different categories.

»Shri Rai attended the Bihar BJP State Council
meeting at the Bapu Auditorium in Patna on March
4. The Union Minister for Power and Housing &
Urban Affairs, Shri Manohar Lal, was present on
this occasion as a BJP election officer. Shri Rai
congratulated Dr Dilip Jaiswal on being unanimously
re-elected as the Bihar State BJP president. He said
on the social media platform X that the Bihar BJP
now has a humble and hardworking president. He
added that Shri Jaiswal has attained this position
after serving in various roles, including State
Treasurer for 20 years.

»On March 5, the Union Minister of State for
Home Affairs, Shri Bandi Sanjay Kumar, shared his
happiness on social media for the good electoral
performance of the BJP. He expressed his delight
over the growing stature of the party in Telangana
as it secured victories in two Legislative Council
elections. He attributed this victory to the hard
work of every party worker.

»Shri Kumar took part in the Vijayotsava Rally on
March 4 to celebrate the victory of Shri Malka
Komaraih in the Legislative Council elections.=
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Speedy Justice Under New Criminal Laws
Modern Technology Enhances Crime Control Capability

The three New Criminal Laws have come into force with effect from July 1, 2024. As
per the directives of Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, Union Home Minister Shri
Amit Shah has been conducting review meetings on their implementation and a
positive impact is already becoming evident across the country.

Bureau

Sexual Assault Case

n a significant case, the judiciary
I adopted a resolute stance against 7 S
a grave crime targeting a minor, S A

=
sentencing the accused to 20 years of i\"liz"';f’b-
-

rigorous imprisonment and a 50,000

fine. This ruling sets a powerful precedent

for stringent action under the new legal framework
addressing crimes against children. The incident took
place at Atrauli police station area of Aligarh district,
Uttar Pradesh and an FIR was registered under FIR
402/2024. The accused was charged under Section
65(2) of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023 and
Sections 5 and 6 of the POCSO Act-2012 for the sexual
assault of the 9-year-old girl. The police conducted
an audio-video recording of the crime scene and a
forensic team collected scientific evidence. Based on
the strong evidence, the court convicted the accused,
sentencing him to 20 years of rigorous imprisonment.

Police Utilises Digital Technology

The  Chandigarh  Police  has
effectively utilised the New Criminal
Laws and digital technology to
ensure quick investigation and prompt
punishment for offenders. Recently,
in a case involving the murder of a minor,
the investigation was completed in just 20 days. By
using digital evidence, two accused were convicted
and sentenced to one year in prison. In another
case, Chandigarh Police registered an FIR related to
snatching (FIR No. 197, dated November 13, 2024)
at Sector 17 police station. Evidence was gathered
using the e-Sakshya application, incorporating digital
evidence. The court framed charges on November 28,
2024 and recorded statements from 11 witnesses on
November 30. Both the accused were sentenced to
one year in prison along with a fine, just 18 days after
the charges were framed.
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Hearing Completed in 17 Days, Convict Sentenced

In another theft case, Chandigarh Police
registered an FIR (No. 151) at Sector 17 police
station on September 1, 2024. Following the fast-
track investigation process, the police completed
the investigation and filed a chargesheet via
e-Prosecution on October 29. The effectiveness of the
justice system in Chandigarh was again demonstrated
when the court completed the hearing in just seven
days and sentenced the accused within 92 days. The
accused was given a two-year rigorous imprisonment
and fined %3,000.

Man Sentenced to 20 Years for Sexual Assault

In a significant case of child sexual abuse,
a man has been sentenced to 20 years
of rigorous imprisonment for the sexual
assault of a 15-year-old girl. The court
also imposed a fine of 20,000 under
Section 6 of the POCSO Act. If the fine is not
paid, the accused will serve an additional one year of
rigorous imprisonment. In connection with the use of
force, he was also sentenced to one year of rigorous
imprisonment under Section 351(3) of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), with a fine of %5,000. In case
of default of the fine, the accused will undergo one
month of simple imprisonment.The case was filed on
August 08, 2024, at Women Police Station, Yamuna
Nagar, Haryana under Section 5(L)(M) and Section 6
of the POCSO Act and Section 87.137(3) of the BNS.
The charges were framed on August 29, 2024, and
the judgment was delivered on November 12, 2024,
with the sentence pronounced on November 13,
2024. The trial lasted 2 months and 16 days.

Rigorous Imprisonment for Sexual Assault

In a swift and decisive verdict, a local court in
Panipat, Haryana, has sentenced a man to five
years of rigorous imprisonment and a fine of Rs.
25,000 for sexual assault on a three-year-old girl
under Section 10 of the Protection of Children from



Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012 and Section 74 of
Bhartiya Nyaya Sanhita 2023. In default of payment
of the fine, he will undergo an additional six months
of rigorous imprisonment. The incident occurred
on September 2, 2024, when the complainant, the
victim's mother, approached the Chandni Bagh
police station to report that her three-year-old
daughter had conveyed through gestures that the
accused had assaulted her. An FIR was registered on
September 2, 2024, at Police Station Chandni Bagh,
District Panipat, Haryana. The trial, which concluded
in less than three months, began after the charges
were framed on December 4, 2024 and the judgment
was pronounced on March 1, 2025 and the sentence
was also pronounced on the same day. The court,
after considering the evidence and statements, found
accused guilty of aggravated sexual assault, a crime
that carries a minimum punishment of five years and
can extend up to seven years under the POCSO Act.
The swift trial lasted only two months and 26 days.

ARy=pic

Severe Punishment in Sexual Assault Case

In a swift and decisive trial, a court in Panipat
convicted and sentenced an accused in a case of sexual
assault on a minor under the Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012. The case,
registered as FIR No. 324 dated November 11, 2024,
under Section 8 of the POCSO Act and Section 351(2) of
the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita at Police Station Matlouda,
involved a 15-year-old victim. The trial, which
commenced with the framing of charges on January 31,
2025, concluded on February 19, 2025, with judgment
and sentence pronounced on the same day. The entire
judicial process was completed in just 20 days. The
Judge sentenced the accused to rigorous imprisonment
for five years and a fine of 25,000 under Section 10
of the POCSO Act. In case of non-payment of the fine,
an additional six months of rigorous imprisonment was
imposed. Additionally, the court sentenced the accused
to one year of rigorous imprisonment under Section
351(3) of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita.=

Accused Gets 20 Years of Rigorous Imprisonment for Raping a Minor

The Additional Sessions Court has sentenced an
accused in the rape case of a minor girl in Gotegaon,
Madhya Pradesh, to 20 years of rigorous imprisonment
along with a fine. The crime occurred on July 6, 2024,
when the accused enticed the minor and assaulted her.
Following a complaint from the victim's family, an FIR (No.
603/2024) was filed at Gotegaon police station. The g
police acted swiftly, submitting the chargesheet to g
the court on August 3, with the court framing the .
charges on August 14. On September 20, the |
Additional Sessions Judge, after a detailed -
hearing, convicted the accused and delivered
a sternverdict. The accused was sentenced to
10 years imprisonment under Section 96 of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 20 years imprisonment
under Section 65(1) of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita and
20 years of rigorous imprisonment under Sections 5/6
of the POCSO Act 2012, along with a fine of 22,500. The
police swiftly concluded their investigation, presenting
strong evidence in the court. The court, treating the grave
offence with urgency, delivered its verdict in just 75 days.
This ruling sends a powerful message against sexual
crimes and underscores its commitment to safeguarding
minors. The prosecution, through strong evidence and
witness testimony, demonstrated to the court that the
accused had violated the minor girl's dignity. This verdict,
under the New Criminal Laws, is seen as a significant
move towards reinforcing the justice system'’s rigour and
ensuring swift justice.

Accused Found Guilty in
Indecency Act Against Minor,
Sentenced to Three Years

of Imprisonment

The Additional Sessions Court at Multai
in Betul district of Madhya Pradesh has
convicted an accused for insulting the dignity
of a minor girl, sentencing him to three years
of rigorous imprisonment along with a fine.
The incident, which took place in the Saikheda
police station area on July 24, 2024, involved
an indecent act against the minor girl. The
police registered a case under Sections 74,
75 and 78 of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
along with Sections 9 and 10 of the POCSO
Act, 2072. The Additional Sessions Judge
at Court-Il, Multai, delivered the verdict on
November 18, 2024, sentencing the accused
to three years of rigorous imprisonment
and a fine of 21,000 under Section 7/8 of the
POCSO Act, 2012. Additionally, the accused
was sentenced to three years of rigorous
imprisonment and a fine of 1,000 under
Section 74 of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita.
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roubled by unrest and conflict
I for more than four decades,

Assamisnow firmlyadvancing
on the path of peace and progress,
carving a new image and identity
through the Union Government’s
commitment and policies. The Centre
is prioritising the development of the
entire Northeast, including Assam,
guided by the mantra of ‘Act East,
Act Fast and Act First” Phenomenal
steps have been taken in Assam to
make it totally free from insurgencies
across the spectrum with the
signing of peace agreements,
eliminating ethnic conflicts and
strifes, effectively controlling
crimes including organised crimes,
rapid infrastructural development,
boosting investment, strengthening
law and order machinery and the
criminal justice system in this once
restive region.

The impact of all the above-
mentioned steps, including the peace
accords is evident. The Bodoland
region in Assam is firmly on the
path of self-reliance and prosperity.
Once marred by unrest, conflicts
and separatist movements, the
region now thrives on various socio-
economic activities.

Under the leadership of Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi, Assam’s
progress has gained remarkable
momentum. The State is witnessing
industrial transformation with the
establishment of a X27,000 crore
semiconductor industry, giving it a
new national and global economic
identity. Infrastructure modernisation
is a key focus, with major investments
in roads, railways, airports, energy
sector and digital connectivity across
Assam and the Northeast.

Speaking at the 57t All Bodo
Students Union in Kokrajhar, the
Union Home Minister and Minister
of Cooperation, Shri Amit Shah,
mentioned about the significance
of the Bodo Peace Accord, calling it
a milestone in establishing lasting

A New
Chapter of
Peace and

Progress
Unfolds in

Assam

Shri Mukesh Sahay

The writer is former
Director General of Police,
Assam

Under the leadership
of Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi, Assam’s
progress has gained
remarkable momentum.
The State is witnessing
industrial transformation
with the establishment
of a 27,000 crore
semiconductor industry,
giving it a new national
and global
economic identity.

peace. He reaffirmed the Union
Government's commitment to fully
implement the Bodoland Territorial
Regional Peace Accord within the
next two years, with a strong focus on
peace and development.

Under the three New Criminal
Laws, significant strides are being
made to ensure rights to life, liberty,
property, dignity and security for
each and every citizen. During a
recent review meeting, Shri Shah
commended the Assam Government
for ensuring filing of chargesheet
within the stipulated time frame of
60-90daysin 66% cases and urged the
other States to adopt this approach.
These reforms have significantly
improved the efficiency of law
enforcement, raising the conviction
rate from 5% to 25%, mentioning
that earlier, people were hesitant to
file FIRs. With a renewed focus on
protecting citizens' rights, the police
forces are now actively implementing
the three New Criminal Laws.

The Union Home Minister
inaugurated the Lachit Barphukan
Police Academy at Dergaon, Assam,
as part of the ongoing efforts
to modernise the force through
advanced  technology, = modern
equipment and state of the art
training. The State Government
scheme MOITRI, has the similar
objective of upgradation of police
stations across the State. With
such initiatives, aimed at bolstering
institutional infrastructure, Assam
has entered a new era of growth—
where a transformative story of
development, security and economic
prosperity is steadily unfolding.

This 360 degrees progress of the
State is to be seen to be believed.
The journey so far can be beautifully
summarised as ‘From Darkness to
Light’ (Tamaso Ma Jyotirgamaya), both
literally as well as metaphorically. The
journey continues, as development,
above all, is a work in progress in
perpetuity.m
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The Welfare and Rehabilitation Board (WARB)
Meeting and Retired Soldiers' Day event was
successfully organised at SS Battalion, Indo-Tibetan
Border Police (ITBP), Saboli, Haryana on March

5. The occasion saw the presence of dependents

of martyrs as well as retired personnel, who were
invited and honoured for their service and sacrifice.

As part of Operation Sadbhavana, the Assam Rifles
organised a special medical camp at Razeba in Phek,
Nagaland, on March 7, in collaboration with the
village's Primary Health Centre. The camp focused on
the theme "Building Harmony and Community Unity,".
It aimed to provide comprehensive and essential
healthcare services to the villagers. Participants were
educated on various health-related topics, including
the significance of nutrition, hygiene and vaccination.

International Women's Day was celebrated at the
headquarters of the Bureau of Police Research and
Development on March 7, with Captain Anny Divya,
the world’s youngest female Boeing 777 commander,
as the chief guest. She motivated the women in
attendance to reach new heights during her speech .
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(" Tribute to the bravehearts https://bharatkeveer.gov.in
GUIDELINES

~

9 You can donate directly to individual braveheart's account (upto max of ¥15 lakh) or may donate
to the Bharat Ke Veer corpus.

4 To ensure maximum coverage, a cap of 15 lakh is envisaged per braveheart and the donor
would be alerted if the amount exceeds %15 lakh, so that they can choose to either decrease
their contribution or divert part of the contribution to another braveheart's account, or to the
Bharat Ke Veer corpus.

4¥Bharat Ke Veer corpus would be managed by a committee made up of eminent persons and
senior government officials, in equal number, who would decide to disburse the fund equitably
to the braveheart families on a need basis.
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EE Assam's contribution to India's growth is steadily increasing. The first edition of
the Advantage Assam Summit was held in 2018, when Assam's economy
was valued at X2.75 lakh crore. Today, Assam has become a state
with an economy of approximately X6 lakh crore. 55

Shri Narendra Modi, Prime Minister
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